
Subpart F - Drug Testing Laboratories 
 
§ 40.96 What criteria do laboratories use to establish that a specimen is invalid? 

(a) As a laboratory, you must use the invalid test result criteria for the initial and confirmation 
testing as required by the HHS Mandatory Guidelines and you must use two separate aliquots – one for the 
initial test and another for the confirmation test.  

(b) As a laboratory, for a specimen having an invalid result for one of the reasons outlined in the 
HHS Mandatory Guidelines, you must contact the MRO to discuss whether sending the specimen to 
another HHS certified laboratory for testing would be useful in being able to report a positive or adulterated 
result.  

(c) As a laboratory, you must report invalid results in accordance with the invalid test result 
criteria as required by the HHS Guidelines and provide the numerical value that support the invalid result.  
For pH, report at or above or below the values, as appropriate. 

(d) As a laboratory, you must report the reason a test result is invalid.  
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