Statement on Open Hearingsin NAFTA Chapter Eleven Arbitrations

Having reviewed the operation of arbitration proceedings conducted under Chapter
Eleven of the North American Free Trade Agreement, the United States affirms that it
will consent, and will request the consent of disputing investors and, as applicable,
tribunals, that hearingsin Chapter Eleven disputesto which it is a party be open to the
public, except to ensure the protection of confidential information, including business
confidential information. The United States recommends that tribunals determine the
appropriate logistical arrangements for open hearings in consultation with disputing
parties. These arrangements may include, for example, use of closed-circuit television
systems, Internet webcasting, or other forms of access.
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