U.S. DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION 1220.2F
ORDER FEDERAL AVIATION ADMINISTRATION

3/22/95

FAA PROCEDURES FOR HANDLI NG NATI ONAL TRANSPORTATI ON
SUBJ: SAFETY BOARD RECOMVENDATI ONS

1. PURPOSE. This order prescribes uniformprocedures within the FAA
for acting on and responding to recomendati ons nmade by the Nati onal
Transportation Safety Board (NTSB). This order also inplenents O der
DOT 2000. 1D, Departnent of Transportation Procedures for Handling
National Transportation Safety Board Reconmendati ons.

2. DI STRIBUTION. This order is distributed to the office level in
Washi ngt on and the regional certification directorates.

3. CANCELLATI ON.  Order 1220.2E, Procedures for Handling National
Transportation Safety Board Recomendati ons, dated February 16, 1990,
i's cancel ed.

4. BACKGROUND. The NTSB was established by statute in 1966, | ocated
within the Departnent of Transportation, to pronbte transportation
safety by conducting i ndependent accident investigations and by
formul ati ng safety inprovenent reconmendations. Effective April 1,
1975, the NTSB was reestablished as an i ndependent agency (reference
Title Ill of the Transportation Safety Act of 1974 and the |ndependent
Safety Board Act of 1974). The NTSB and the FAA have a common

obj ective of pronoting safety in aviation and preventing aircraft
accidents within the scope of their respective statutory
responsibilities. Wen accidents occur, FAA participates in the NTSB
i nvestigation to | earn what accident prevention actions it should
initiate to prevent a recurrence of simlar accidents and to provide
technical support to the NTSB. The NTSB has jurisdiction to

i nvestigate accidents to determ ne probabl e cause and to nake
recommendations to reduce the |likelihood of recurrences of simlar
acci dent s.

5. EXPLANATI ON OF CHANGES. This revision reflects deletion of the
guarterly report to the office of the Secretary of Transportation on
the status of all "open" NISB safety reconmendati ons and docunents the

revision of Order DOT 2000. 1D, Departnent of Transportation Procedures
for Handling National Transportation Safety Board Reconmendati ons.
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6. POLI CY.

a. Al'l NTSB safety recommendations will be given tinely
attention and full consideration. The NTSB safety recommendati on
responses will be prepared on a priority basis.

b. Peri odi c assessnents will be made of the status of NISB

safety recomrendations to ensure tinely and appropriate FAA response
action and to ensure that conplete consideration has been given to
each NTSB safety recommendati on

C. Al'l NTSB safety recommendations will be coordinated fully
wi th each affected organi zati onal el ement before a substantive reply
is made to the NTSB

d. All NTSB safety recommendations will be considered active
and subject to priority attention until appropriate action has been
conpl eted and the safety reconmendati ons have been cl assified as
"closed" by the NTSB

e. Every effort will be nade to resolve controversial NISB
safety recomendation issues in a tinmely manner.

7. RESPONSI BI LI TI ES.

a. The Executive Secretariat, AOA-3, wll:

(1) Assign the action for NISB reconmendations to the
O fice of Accident Investigation (AAl).

(2) Ensure signature of the formal initial response to the
Chairman of the NTSB no |ater than 90 days after receipt of the
initial safety recommendation (Section 307 of Title Ill of the
Transportation Safety Act of 1974).

b. The O fice of Accident Investigation (AAl) wll:

(1) Serve as FAA' s focal point for receiving, processing,
managi ng, and tracking NTSB safety recommendati ons. Ensure conpliance
with this order and effective inplenmentation of stated policy.

(2) Assign action to the appropriate program office(s)
havi ng subject matter responsibility for the NTSB safety
recomendat i ons.

(3) Serve as the liaison between FAA and the NTSB on al
NTSB safety recommendati on issues.

(4) Revi ew and eval uate proposed responses to NISB
reconmendati ons for adequacy, accuracy, and appropriateness in
resolving the safety issue(s) addressed. Ensure that the agency's
actions are consistent with previous FAA actions taken on simlar
matters.
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(5) Prepare initial FAA responses to NTSB safety
reconmendations for the Admnistrator's signature no later than
70 days after receipt of the NISB safety recomendati ons.

(6) Coordinate for review and coment all FAA responses to
NTSB safety recommendations with all affected organizational el enents.

(7) Miintain a status log and file of all NTSB safety
reconmendati ons and correspondence.

(8) Conduct and | ead neetings with FAA program offices and
the NTSB to di scuss and resol ve controversi al NTSB recomendati on
i ssues.

C. Headquarters program offices and regi onal program divisions
assigned as an NTSB safety reconmendati on action office will:

(1) Desi gnate principal and alternate coordi nators for
NTSB safety recommendati ons and notify AAl of the nanes, telephone
nunbers, and routing synbols. These individuals will serve as the
poi nts-of -contact on all NISB safety recommendati on i ssues.

(2) Conduct a technical evaluation of each NTSB safety
reconmendati on received to deternmine the feasibility of inplenenting
the recommendation or alternative action needed to respond to the
safety recomrendation issue. |f an NTSB safety reconmendation is
m srouted, notify AAl inmediately.

(3) Prepare proposed responses to NTSB safety
reconmendati ons. Headquarters and regional programoffices are
required to submt proposed response to AAl no |later than 40 days
after receipt of the initial safety reconmendati on. Provide an
antici pated conpletion date for all proposed actions in response to
the NTSB saf ety reconmendati ons.

(4) Provide AAl with copies of all docunents to support
FAA' s response to NTSB safety recomendati ons.

(5) Ensure that proposed responses address directly the
NTSB safety recommendati on i ssues and that proposed responses state
clearly the agency's proposed course of action to address such issues.
If alternative action is proposed or if the recormendation is
rejected, either wholly or in part, provide justification for the
agency's position.

(6) Coordinate proposed actions to address NTSB safety
recommendations with all affected FAA elenments prior to forwarding
proposed response to AAl

(7) Conduct periodic internal review of proposed actions
in response to NTSB safety recomrendations to ensure tinmely conpletion
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of stated actions. |If mmjor slippages are identified, notify AAl
i mredi ately of revised conpl etion date.

(8) Respond to all followup correspondence fromthe NTSB
within 30 days after receipt. |f proposed actions involve long-term
efforts, periodic status reports will be submtted to AAl.

8. REPORTI NG RECQUl REMENTS.

a. The Annual Report to the Secretary on FAA' s Responsi veness
to NTSB Saf ety Recommendati ons and Accident Investigations will be
prepared by AAl for the Admi nistrator's signature. The report will be

subnitted to the Secretary on or before March 15 of each year and will
address actions taken during the preceding cal endar year. This report
will:

(1) Assess the effectiveness of the statutory schene
for dealing with accident investigations.

(2) ldentify any problemareas in the FAA s worKking
relations with the NTSB.

(3) Recomend changes in procedures, relationships, or basic
| egal authority.

b. Headquarters program offices and regi onal program divisions
will provide AAl with a quarterly report on the status of the "open"
NTSB safety recommendations. This report will include the NTSB -safety

reconmendati on nunber, the FAA status, and an anti ci pated conpl eti on
date for all actions in response to the NISB safety recomendati on.

David R Hi nson
Adm ni strator
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