PANCREAS

occur and thediagnosisisestablished. As
indicated by five-year survival ratesof less
than 5%, successful treatment israre. Islet
cell carcinomas have abetter prognosis, but
account for lessthan 2% of all pancreatic
cancers. Relatively few cancersarisefrom
the enzyme-producing acinar (glandular)
cellsthat form the bulk of the pancress.

Men have higher incidenceand
mortality ratesfor pancreatic cancer than
women in each racial/ethnic group. Black
men and women haveincidenceand
mortality ratesthat are about 50% higher
thantheratesfor whites. Ratesfor native
Hawaiians are somewhat higher than the
ratesfor whites, whereasratesfor Hispanics
and the Asian-American groupsare
generaly lower. Thereweretoo few cases
among AlaskaNative and American Indian
populationsto calculaterates.

Pancreatic cancer israrein the 30-54
yearsagegroup. Inthe55-69 yearsage
group, incidenceratesin the black
popul ations exceed those for whitesby
about 60%. Thisdifferencediminishes
somewhat among personsaged 70 yearsand
older. Incidenceratesfor Japanese men and
women exceed thosefor thewhite
population in the ol dest age group.
Racial/ethnic patternsin mortality ratesby
agegroup closely follow those seeninthe
incidencerates.
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ancer of the pancreas stands out asahighly
lethal disease with the poorest likelihood of
survival among all of the major malignancies. It
countsfor only 2% of all newly diagnosed
cancersinthe United States each year, but 5% of
all cancer deaths. Most pancreatic cancersare
adenocarcinomas arising from the pancreatic ductal system.
Thediseaseisoften far advanced by the time symptoms

Cigarette smoking hasbeen
identified consistently asan important risk
factor for cancer of the pancreas. Other risk
factorswhich have been suggested, but not
confirmed include coffee drinking, high fat
diets, diabetesmellitusand some
occupations.
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SEER INCIDENCE Rates, 1988-1992
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United States MORTALITY Rates, 1988-1992
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NOTE: Rates are "average annual" per 100,000 population, age-adjusted to 1970 U.S. standard; N/A = information not available;
% = rate not calculated when fewer than 25 cases.
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SEER INCIDENCE Rates by Age at Diagnosis, 1988-1992
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United States MORTALITY Rates by Age at Death, 1988-1992
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NOTE: Rates are "average annual" per 100,000 population, age-adjusted to 1970 U.S. standard; N/A = data unavailable;% = fewer than 25 deaths.
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