MELANOMA

inthe United States, Canada, Norway,
Switzerland, and Israel and about four times
higher in Australiaand New Zealand. In
almost every white population, but
especially in Australiaand the United States,
malignant melanomaincidencerateshave
been increasing faster than nearly every
other cancer. Inthe SEER regions, the
incidence of thiscancer increased rapidly
during the 1970’ sand lessso inthelate
1980's. Thissuggeststhat ratesmay become
morestableinthefuture.

During 198810 1992, there are very
few cases of malignant melanomaamong
nonwhites, soincidenceratesarevery low
and for many racestherates could not be
calculated. Amongwhites, age-adjusted
incidenceratesare over fivetimeshigherin
non-Hispanic compared to Hispanic men
and over threetimes higher in non-Hispanic
women compared to Hispanics.

Theincidenceratesamong whites
increase with agein both men and women.
Thesizeof thisincreaseisover three-foldin
men and only 62% inwomen. Inthe 30-54
year age group the differenceintherates
between men and womenissmall.
Incidenceratesarenearly twiceashighin
men aged 55-69 years, however, and 2.3
times higher in men 70 yearsof age or older.
Mortality rates are about 20% of the
incidenceratesand show asimilar
pattern by race (whererates can be
calculated), sex, and age.
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alignant melanomaincidencerates
show substantial international variation.
Thisvariationisrelated toracial
composition and theintensity of sunlight
exposurein different geographic areas.

Ratesarelow in raceswith the most skin pigmentation, such as
blacksand Asians, and are highinwhites. Among whites,
ratesarelowest in England and Scotland, about twice ashigh

The anatomic distribution of
malignant melanomadiffersfor menand
women. Men aremorelikely to have
melanomaon the head, neck and trunk and
women are morelikely to have melanoma
onthelower limbs. Amongwhite
populations, therisk for malignant
melanomaishighest for fair-skinned people,
especially thosewho lack the ability to tan
when exposed to sun. Riskisalso higher for
individual swith the highest concentration of
molesonthebody. The processby which
sunlight is associated with the devel opment
of the diseaseisnot well understood.
However, theincreasing incidence of the
disease seemsrelated to increasesin
voluntary sun exposure and the use of
tanning devices. Thereisalso some
indication that severe burning or strong
intermittent exposure, especialyin
childhood, may be especially high risk
patternsfor thedisease. Anexcessof this
cancer hasbeen reported in family members
of cases, but itisnot clear if thisisdueto
inherited genes or dueto common skintype
or sun exposure patterns. Currently the most
established method to prevent the diseaseis
to avoid sun exposure through use of sun
screensor protective clothing wheninthe
sun.
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MELANOMA OF THE SKIN

SEER INCIDENCE Rates, 1988-1992
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United States MORTALITY Rates, 1988-1992
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NOTE: Rates are "average annual" per 100,000 population, age-adjusted to 1970 U.S. standard; N/A = information not available;
% = rate not calculated when fewer than 25 cases.
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MELANOMA OF THE SKIN

SEER INCIDENCE Rates by Age at Diagnosis, 1988-1992
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MELANOMA OF THE SKIN

United States MORTALITY Rates by Age at Death, 1988-1992
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NOTE: Rates are "average annual" per 100,000 population, age-adjusted to 1970 U.S. standard; N/A = data unavailable;% = fewer than 25 deaths.
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