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groupsranging from 42 to 53 for Hispanics,
Japanese, Chinese, Filipinos, and Koreans
andfrom 71to 89 for Vietnamese, whites,
AlaskaNativesand Hawaiians. Therange
among women ismuch narrower, from arate
of about 15 among Japaneseto nearly 51
among AlaskaNatives, only athree-fold
difference. Ratesfor theremaining female
populationsfall roughly into two groups
with low ratesof 16 to 25 for Korean,
Filipino, Hispanic and Chinese women, and
ratesof 31 to 44 among Vietnamese, white,
Hawaiian and black women. Therates
among men are about two to threetimes
greater than the ratesamong womenin each
of theracial/ethnic groups.

In the 30-54 year age group,
incidence ratesamong men are doublethose
among women in most of theracial/ethnic
groups. Inwhite non-Hispanicsand white
Hispanics, however incidenceratesfor
women are closer to thosefor men. This
suggeststhat smoking cessation and
prevention programs may have been
especially successful among whitemen
and/or that such programs have not been as
effective among whitewomen.

Age-adjusted mortality ratesfollow
similar racial/ethnic patternsto thosefor the
incidencerates. Among men, theincidence
and mortality ratesarevery similar. Filipino
men are an exception, with anincidencerate
nearly twiceaslargeastheir mortality rate.
Incidenceratesarealso similar to mortality
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ancer of the lung and bronchus (hereafter,
lung cancer) isthe second most common cancer
among both men and women and istheleading
ause of cancer death in both sexes. Among
men, age-adjusted lung cancer incidencerates
(per 100,000) range from alow of about 14 among American
Indiansto ahigh of 117 among blacks, an eight-fold
difference. Between thesetwo extremes, ratesfall intotwo

rates among women, with the exception of
Filipinosand Hispanics. Inthesetwo
groups, incidenceratesare nearly twiceas
largeasmortality rates. Among Hawaiian
women, themortality rate actually exceeds
theincidencerate. Thismay bedueto
differencesintheaccuracy of race
classification on medical recordsversus
death certificates.

Racia/ethnic patternsaregenerally
consistent within each age group for both
incidenceand mortality. Anexceptionisthe
highincidence and mortality ratein Chinese
women aged 70 yearsand older. Thisgroup
tendsto havelow incidence and mortality
ratesin the younger age groups.

Cigarette smoking accountsfor
nearly 90% of all lung cancers. Passive
smoking al so contributesto the devel opment
of lung cancer among nonsmokers. Certain
occupational exposures such as asbestos
exposure are also known to causelung
cancer. Air pollutionisaprobable cause,
but makesarelatively small contribution to
incidence and mortality rates. Incertain
geographic areas of the United States, indoor
exposureto radon may also makeasmall
contribution to thetotal incidence of lung
cancer.
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SEER INCIDENCE Rates, 1988-1992
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United States MORTALITY Rates, 1988-1992
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NOTE: Rates are "average annual" per 100,000 population, age-adjusted to 1970 U.S. standard; N/A = information not available;
% = rate not calculated when fewer than 25 cases.
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SEER INCIDENCE Rates by Age at Diagnosis, 1988-1992
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NOTE: Rates are per 100,000 population, age-adjusted to 1970 U.S. standard; 4 = rate not calculated when fewer than 25 cases.
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United States MORTALITY Rates by Age at Death, 1988-1992
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NOTE: Rates are "average annual" per 100,000 population, age-adjusted to 1970 U.S. standard; N/A = data unavailable;% = fewer than 25 deaths.
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