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and Hispanicsareintermediate. Laryngeal

cancer ismuch lesscommon in women, with

ratesranging from alow of 0.7 among
Hispanicsto ahigh of 2.5 among blacks.
Ratesfor whitewomen fall between these
two extremesat 1.5. Themale-to-female
ratio of theincidenceratesisapproximately
fiveto onefor blacksand whitesand seven
toonefor Hispanics. Laryngeal cancer is
uncommon in the youngest age group.
Incidenceratesare similar inthetwo older
agegroups, 55-69 yearsand 70 yearsand
older. Within each broad age group, the
incidenceratefor blacksexceedstherates
for whitesand Hispanics.

Age-adjusted laryngeal cancer
mortality ratesfollow the sameracial/ethnic
patternsasthosefor incidence. Mortality
ratesare calculated for only afew groups,
however, because of small numbers of
deaths. Asseenintheincidencerates,
mortality rates by age group tend to be
highest in black populations. An exception
isthe comparable mortality ratefor both
whitewomen and black women aged 70
yearsand older.

Fortunately, the symptoms of

laryngeal cancer areusually recognized early

inthe course of the diseaseleading to early
treatment. Among men, incidence-to-
mortality rateratiosare approximately three
for whitesand Hispanics, and aredightly
lower for blacks, at 2.3. Among women
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aryngeal cancer isrelatively rareinthe
United States. Age-adjusted incidence ratesfor
laryngeal cancer are not calculated for al
population groupsin the SEER regions dueto
the small number of casesin several categories,
especially among women. Rates (per 100,000) among men
rangefrom alow of 2.4 among Filipinos, 2.5 in Japanese and
2.8in Chinesetoahighof 12.7 in blacks. Ratesfor whites

thereismore consistency with each group
having ratios of approximately three.

Smoking isthe most important cause
of laryngeal cancer, and risk iscompounded
with alcohol use. Risk isthe highest among
heavy smokerswho are a so heavy usersof
alcohol. Occupational exposuresto asbestos
and to some chemicalsand dusts have been
reported to increase therisk of cancer of the
larynx, although these rel ationshi ps have not
been found consistently inall studiesand are
likely to account for only asmall fraction of
al laryngeal cancer cases.

SEER Program



LARYNX

ALASKA NATIVE

AMERICAN INDIAN
(NEW MEXICO)

BLACK
CHINESE
FILIPINO
HAWAIIAN
JAPANESE
KOREAN
VIETNAMESE

WHITE

HISPANIC (TOTAL)

WHITE HISPANIC

WHITE
NON-HISPANIC

ALASKA NATIVE

AMERICAN INDIAN
(NEW MEXICO)

BLACK
CHINESE
FILIPINO
HAWAIIAN
JAPANESE
KOREAN
VIETNAMESE

WHITE

HISPANIC (TOTAL)

WHITE HISPANIC

WHITE
NON-HISPANIC

SEER INCIDENCE Rates, 1988-1992

MEN

*
-
*
*

*
*
2.8
2.4

12.7

7.7

5.1
5.4
5

0

United States MORTALITY Rates, 1988-1992

10

15

MEN
*
*
5.6
0.9
*

*

*
N/A
N/A

2.3

1.9

1.9

o

5

10

15

ALASKA NATIVE

AMERICAN INDIAN
(NEW MEXICO)

BLACK
CHINESE
FILIPINO
HAWAIIAN
JAPANESE
KOREAN
VIETNAMESE

WHITE

HISPANIC (TOTAL)

WHITE HISPANIC

WHITE
NON-HISPANIC

WOMEN

*

-

15

*

*

*

*

*

*

| B
0.7
08

1.6

0

ALASKA NATIVE

AMERICAN INDIAN
(NEW MEXICO)

BLACK .

CHINESE
FILIPINO
HAWAIIAN
JAPANESE
KOREAN
VIETNAMESE

WHITE

HISPANIC (TOTAL)

WHITE HISPANIC

WHITE
NON-HISPANIC

WOMEN

10 15

*
*

*
*
*
*

N/A
A

0.5

2
2
5

N/,
0
0

0
0

10 15

NOTE: Rates are "average annual" per 100,000 population, age-adjusted to 1970 U.S. standard; N/A = information not available;

% = rate not calculated when fewer than 25 cases.
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SEER INCIDENCE Rates by Age at Diagnosis, 1988-1992
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NOTE: Rates are per 100,000 population, age-adjusted to 1970 U.S. standard; 4 = rate not calculated when fewer than 25 cases.
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United States MORTALITY Rates by Age at Death, 1988-1992
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NOTE: Rates are "average annual" per 100,000 population, age-adjusted to 1970 U.S. standard; N/A = data unavailable;% = fewer than 25 deaths.
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