KIDNEY AND

RENAL PELVIS

kidney cancersoccur intherenal pelvis.
Internationally, the highest incidencerates
occur inthe United States, Canada, Northern
Europe, Australia, and New Zealand. The
lowest ratesarein Thailand, China, and the
Philippines. Ratesinthesecountriesare
about one-third theratesin the highrisk
countries.

During theyears 1988t0 1992, inthe
SEER regions, theincidenceratesfor kidney
cancersareabout twiceashighinmenasin
women. Thehighest ratesinthe SEER
regionsarein American Indian menin New
Mexico. Ratesare somewhat lower in
blacks, Hispanics and white non-Hispanics
(ranging from 10to 13 per 100,000 for men
and about six per 100,000 for women). The
lowest incidenceratesoccur inthe Asian
populations. Thereweretoo few cases
among AlaskaNative and Vietnamese
populationsto calcul aterates. Age-specific
incidenceratesfor kidney cancer
demonstrate asmall, temporary peak in early
childhood due to Wilm’ stumor, an
uncommon tumor of the kidney with agood
prognosis. Ratesthen declinewith age and
remain low until they finally surpassthe
early peak at around age 40. The
racial/ethnic patternsfor ages55-69 years
and 70 yearsand over aresimilar to those
for all agescombined. Inthe 30-54 year old
agegroup, racia/ethnic differencesare
dight.
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istorically, incidenceratesfor kidney
cancer have included cancers of therenal cells
(inthemain part of the kidney) and the renal
pelvis (the lower part of the kidney where urine
collects before entering the ureter and
continuing to the bladder), athough thereis evidence that
these cancershavedifferent characteristics. They are
presented together herefor continuity. About oneof five

Kidney cancer hasarelatively high
mortality ratein al racial/ethnic
populations. Followingtheincidence
pattern, mortality rates are about twice as
highin men asinwomen, regardless of age.
Therearetoo few deathsamong American
Indian (New Mexico), AlaskaNativeand
Hawaiian populationsto calculatereliable
rates. Mortality ratesfor blacksare
comparableto thosefor white non-
Hispanics. Ratesfor the other racesare
lower. Inall racial/ethnic groupsthe
mortality ratesincreasewith age.

Cancersof thekidney and renal
pelvisshare many risk factorsalthough the
strengthsof the associationsdiffer. For both
typesof cancer the only well-established risk
factor iscigarette smoking. Compared to
nonsmokers, smokers have about twicethe
risk for renal cell cancer and about four
timestherisk for renal pelviscancer than
nonsmokers. Other probablerisk factors
include obesity and, especially for cancer of
therenal pelvis, heavy long-term use of
analgesics (medicationsused torelieve
pain). Cessation of cigarette smokingisthe
best single step in preventing these cancers.
It isestimated that thismeasure alonewould
reduce by one-half the number of renal
pelvis cancersand by one-third the number
of renal cell cancers.
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SEER INCIDENCE Rates, 1988-1992
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United States MORTALITY Rates, 1988-1992
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NOTE: Rates are "average annual" per 100,000 population, age-adjusted to 1970 U.S. standard; N/A = information not available;
% = rate not calculated when fewer than 25 cases.
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SEER INCIDENCE Rates by Age at Diagnosis, 1988-1992
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NOTE: Rates are per 100,000 population, age-adjusted to 1970 U.S. standard; 4 = rate not calculated when fewer than 25 cases.
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United States MORTALITY Rates by Age at Death, 1988-1992
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NOTE: Rates are "average annual" per 100,000 population, age-adjusted to 1970 U.S. standard; N/A = data unavailable;% = fewer than 25 deaths.
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