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United States. Infact, anong white men,
rates of adenocarcinomaof the esophagus
nearly equal those of squamouscell tumors.

Thereisafive-foldrangeinthe
age-adjusted incidenceratesfor esophagea
cancer among theracial/ethnic groupsinthe
SEER regions. Men arethreetofivetimes
morelikely than women to be diagnosed
with esophageal cancer. Among men,
blacks havethe highest rate (15.0 per
100,000) and Filipinos havethe lowest (2.9
per 100,000). Theincidenceratefor black
men is60% higher than that for Hawaiians
and morethan 2.7 timesgreater thantherate
for non-Hispanic whitemen. Theratesfor
Chinese, Japanese and non-Hispanic white
men are similar to each other (withinthe
range of 5.3t0 5.6 per 100,000 men) and are
modestly higher than theratefor white
Hispanic men. Limited dataareavailable
for women. Hispanic and non-Hispanic
white women have lower ratesthan black
women. Incidenceratesgenerally increase
withageinall racial/ethnic groups. Inblack
men, however, theincidenceratefor the 55-
69 year agegroup iscloseto theratefor the
70 and over agegroup. Inblack women
aged 55-69 years, theincidencerateis
dightly higher than for the 70 yearsand
older agegroup.

United Statesmortality ratesfor
esophageal cancer arenearly ashigh as
incidenceratesinthe SEER regions,
reflecting the generally poor survival for
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ancer of the esophagusisacommon
cancer indeveloping areas of theworld (Asia,
Africaand Latin America), but islesscommon

the United States. Historically, most

esophageal cancerswere squamouscell tumors.
Recently, however, there hasbeen amarked increasein
adenocarcinomaof the esophagus, primarily among white
men, in developed countries of theworld, including the

patientswith thiscancer. Among black and
Hawaiian populations, theincidence-to-
mortality rateratioislessthan 1.1. Itis1.1
for non-Hispanic whites, Japanese and
Filipinosand 1.3 for Chinese and white
Hispanics. Mortality patternsby ageare
similar to those seenintheincidencerates.

Heavy alcohol consumption,
cigarette smoking, and, possibly, other types
of tobacco use each substantially increase
therisk of esophageal cancer among persons
in developed countries. The use of tobacco
and acohol, in combination, resultsin even
larger elevationsinrisk. Indeveloping
countries, nutritional deficienciesrelated to
lack of fresh fruit and vegetables, drinking
hot beverages, and arange of chewing and
smoking habitsare also important risk
factors.
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SEER INCIDENCE Rates, 1988-1992
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NOTE: Rates are "average annual" per 100,000 population, age-adjusted to 1970 U.S. standard; N/A = information not available;
% = rate not calculated when fewer than 25 cases.
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SEER INCIDENCE Rates by Age at Diagnosis, 1988-1992
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NOTE: Rates are per 100,000 population, age-adjusted to 1970 U.S. standard; 4 = rate not calculated when fewer than 25 cases.
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United States MORTALITY Rates by Age at Death, 1988-1992
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NOTE: Rates are "average annual" per 100,000 population, age-adjusted to 1970 U.S. standard; N/A = data unavailable;% = fewer than 25 deaths.
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