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between men and women, inthe order of
incidenceratesby racial/ethnic group. After
AlaskaNatives, the next highest ratesin
men areamong Japanese, black and
non-Hispanicwhitepopulations. Theseare
followed by Chinese, Hawaiiansand white
Hispanics; and then Filipinos, Koreansand
Vietnamese. Inwomen, AlaskaNativesare
followed by black, Japaneseand whitenon-
Hispanic Americans. Next are Chinese,
Hawaiians, and Vietnamese; andfinally
whiteHispanics, Koreans, and Filipinos.
Incidenceratesfor both men andwomen are
substantially lower among American Indians
inNew Mexico (18.6 per 100,000in men,
15.3 per 100,000inwomen).

Ineachracial/ethnicgroup, incidence
ratesfor cancersof the colon and rectum
among women arelower than those among
men. Althoughthepattern of incidence
ratesby race/ethnicity issimilar for each
sex, theratio of male-to-femaleratesvaries.
Among Filipinosand Japanese, men
experiencean excessof greater than 60%,
whileamong AmericanIndians, Alaska
Nativesand Vietnamesethemaleexcessis
much lower at only 13-22%. Itisinteresting
that, although the AlaskaNativeshavethe
highest colorectal cancer incidenceratesof
all groupsandthe AmericanIndians
experiencethelowest, the gender ratiosof
thesetwo native American groupsare
smilar.
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ancers of the colon and rectum arethe
fourth most commonly diagnosed cancers and
rank second among cancer deathsin the United
ates. Theincidenceratesshow wide

divergence by racial/ethnic group, with ratesin
the Alaska Native population that are over four timesashigh
asratesin the American Indian population (New Mexico) for
both men and women. Thereare only minor differences,

Mortality patternsby race/ethnicity
for cancersof thecolonand rectumare
similar to thosefor incidence, with several
notableexceptions. Black, AlaskaNative,
and white non-Hispanic men and women, as
well asHawaiian and Japanese men, have
comparatively highmortality rates. The
highmortality ratesamong AlaskaNatives
and Japanese men are consistent with the
highincidenceratesinthesegroups.
However, themortality ratesamong white
non-Hispanic and black men and women,
andamong Hawaiian men, appear
disproportionately high.

Colon cancer accountsfor 59%
(Korean men) to 81% (AlaskaNativemen)
of thecombined colon and rectum cancer
incidencerates. Thisisreflectedinan
racial/ethnic patternfor colon cancer
incidenceratesthat isquite similar tothe
patternfor both sitescombined. Incidence
and mortality ratesfor cancersof thecolon
andrectumincreasewithage. Interestingly,
theincidenceratefor Hawaiianmenis
highest in the 55-69 year age group, and
their mortality rateissecond only to black
meninthisagegroup.

Migrant and other studieshave
provided very strong evidencethat col orectal
cancer riskismodifiable, and that
differencesin populationratesmay therefore
beexplained by lifestyleor environmental

(continued on page42)
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factors. Dietary factorsand exercise appear
to bevery important. Migrantsto the United
States (from Japan and other countries
whereratesof colon and rectal cancer are
lower thanintheU.S.) have higher rates
than do thosewho remainintheir native
country. Studieshaveshownthat first and
second generation American offspring from
these migrant groupsdevel op these cancers
at ratesreaching or exceeding those of the
United Stateswhite population.
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SEER INCIDENCE Rates by Age at Diagnosis, 1988-1992
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United States MORTALITY Rates by Age at Death, 1988-1992
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