ALL
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COMBINED

for Hawaiian men. AmericanIndiansin
New Mexico havethelowest overall cancer
incidencerateamong men, nearly two-thirds
lower than theratefor black men. Among
the Asian subgroups, Vietnamese men have
thehighestincidencerate, followed by
Japanese, Chinese, Filipinoand Korean
men. Theincidenceratefor Korean menis
morethan 18% lower than that for
Vietnamesemen. Theracial/ethnic pattern
issimilar whenincidenceratesare
calculated for each of thethree age groups.

Amongwomen, theracial/ethnic
differencesintheincidenceratesfor all
cancersarenot asextremeasthey arefor
men. Therateishighest for non-Hispanic
whitewomen, followed by AlaskaNative
(< 2% lower), white (2% lower), black (8%
lower) and Hawaiian (9% lower) women.
Thelowest ratesoccur in American Indian
womenin New Mexico and K orean women.
Similar to the patternin men, ratesamong
women arelow for Koreans, Chineseand
Filipinos. Theincidenceratefor all cancers
inVietnamesewomenisthehighest among
Asianwomen, and ishigher than that for
whiteHispanicwomen. AlaskaNatives
havethe highest rate among women 30-54
yearsand 70 yearsand older. Non-Hispanic
whiteratesare highest among womeninthe
55-69 year old agegroup.

The male-to-femaleratio of
age-adjusted cancer incidenceratesranges
fromalow of 1.1for AlaskaNatives,
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verall cancer incidenceratesinthe SEER
regionsare higher in men than women. Black
men havethe highest incidencerate of cancer.
Non-Hispanicwhite men havethe next highest
ratewhichis 14% lower than that of black men.
Ratesfor AlaskaNative men and Hawaiian menfollow those
for whitesand are over one-third lower than theratefor
black men. Therateinwhite Hispanic menissimilar to that

Hawaiians, and AmericanIndiansin New
Mexicotoahighof 1.7 for blacks. For
Koreans, theratioisalsorelatively high, at
1.5. Amongtheremainingracial/ethnic
groups, themal e-to-femal erateratio ranges
from 1.2 (Filipinosand Vietnamese) to 1.4
(non-Hispanicwhites). Women havehigher
incidenceratesthan menintheagegroup
30-54 yearsfor every racial/ethnic group.
Thisisdueto the high rates of female breast
cancer and cancersof thefemalegenital
system (ovary, corpusuteri andcervix)in
thisagegroup. Intheagegroup 55-69
years, men havehigher incidenceratesthan
womeninall groupsexcept American
Indiansin New Mexico.

Similar tothe SEER areaincidence
rates, United Statesmortality ratesare
highest for blacks, non-Hispanicwhites,
AlaskaNativesand Hawaiians, althoughthe
relativerankingsamong thesefour groups
differ somewhat fromtheincidencerate
rankings. Among men, blackshavethe
greatest risk of dying from cancer, whereas
for women, the highest mortality rateoccurs
inAlaskaNatives. Mortality ratesare not
currently availablefor Koreansand
Vietnamese. Amonggroupswithrelatively
low mortality rates, Filipinomenand
womenrank substantially below American
Indians, Japanese, Chineseand white
Hispanics.
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Overall cancer mortality ratesshown
for American IndiansinNew Mexico are
comparabletothosefor all American
IndiansintheU.S. (125 per 100,000 in men
and 88 per 100,000 in women, not shown).
TheNew Mexico American Indianratesfor
specific cancers, however, arenot
necessarily representativeof thosefor
American|ndianslivingin other regionsof
thecountry. Researchershavenoted that
ratesfor cancersof thelung and bronchus,
colon and rectum, and femalebreast are
substantially lower among southwestern
tribesthan among northern and eastern
tribes(NIH Publication No. 93-3603, 1993).
Regional variationsin cancer ratesal so
occur for theother racial/ethnic groups.
Differencesintheratesbetweentheracial/
ethnic groupsremainimportant, however,
and arethefocusof thisreport.

Mortality ratesby age show patterns
similar to theincidencerateswith afew
exceptions. Incontrast totheincidence
patternsby age, cancer mortality rates
among menintheagegroups55-69years
and 70 yearsand older are higher in Alaska
Native men thaninwhitemen. Inwomen
aged 55-69 years, mortality among Alaska
Nativesexceedsthat for whites, unlikethe
incidence pattern. Otherwise, theracial/
ethnic mortality patternsby agegroup are
generally similar tothosefor incidence.

Theincidence-to-mortality rateratios
for Filipinosare 2.6 for menand 3.6 for
women, higher than thosefor any other
group studied. Highincidence-to-mortality
ratiosmay reflect high survival of cancer
patients. Conversely, low incidence-to-
mortality ratiosmay reflect high case
fatality. Highincidence-to-mortality ratios
may also result when death certificatesare
never located throughlong-termfollow-up
of personsdiagnosed with cancer (e.g., if
personsdiagnosed with cancer leavethe
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country). Another possibility isthat deaths
withinaparticular racial/ethnic group may
beunder ascertained dueto misclassification
of race/ethnicity information onthedeath
certificate. Thelow incidence-to-mortality
rateratiosin Hawaiian men (1.4), American
Indianmen (1.6) andwomen (1.8), Alaska
Nativemen (1.7), and black men (1.8) likely
reflect higher casefatality ratesinthese
groups.
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