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	NOAA In Your Territory
Northern Mariana Islands

	NOAA's work touches the daily lives of every person in the United States and in much of the world. Our products and services are the result of the hard work of NOAA’s dedicated staff and partner organizations located in program and research offices throughout the country. The following is a summary of NOAA programs based in, and focused on, your territory. The entries are listed by region, and then by cities or towns.

	NMI

Coastal

National Ocean Service (NOS)

Integrated Ocean Observing System (IOOS) Program

IOOS Regional Association

The NOAA Integrated Ocean Observing System (IOOS) program manages the development of a national network of 11 Regional Associations (RAs) of coastal ocean observing systems. The Pacific Islands Ocean Observing System (PacIOOS) intent is to create an effective partnership of data providers and users who will work together to develop, disseminate, evaluate and apply new ocean data and information products designed specifically to address the needs of the communities, businesses and resources that call the Pacific home. The PacIOOS region is defined as the state of Hawaii, the Commonwealth and Territories of the United States in the Pacific and the Freely Associated States in the Pacific.
http://www.soest.hawaii.edu/pacioos/
National Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS)

Pacific Islands Region

Habitat Conservation Field Office

NMFS is responsible for the management, conservation and protection of living marine resources within the United States' Exclusive Economic Zone (water to 200 miles off the seaward boundaries of coastal states). Using the tools provided by the Magnuson-Stevens Act, NMFS assesses and predicts the status of fish stocks, develops and ensures compliance with fisheries regulations, restores and protects habitat and works to reduce wasteful fishing practices, and promote sustainable fisheries. Under the Marine Mammal Protection Act and the Endangered Species Act, NMFS recovers protected marine species (i.e. whales, turtles). Federal waters surrounding the U.S. States, Territories and Commonwealth of the Pacific Islands States are home to a unique and varied marine environment—the Pacific Islands Regional Office (located in Honolulu, HI) integrates policy expertise and cutting-edge scientific research to provide management and conservation of domestic and international living marine resources using a number of ecosystem-based strategies to manage the marine resources of the region. Responsibilities include maintaining healthy fish stocks for commercial, recreational and subsistence fishing, protecting and recovering populations of protected species, preserving and restoring marine habitat, and coordinating with international organizations to implement and monitor fishery agreements and treaties.

The Pacific Islands Fisheries Science Center (also located in Honolulu, HI) conducts monitoring and research on marine fisheries, marine mammals and cetaceans, sea turtles, and coral reef and other ecosystems in the central and western Pacific. It is responsible for providing scientific advice for the conservation and management of both domestic and international fisheries as well as on protected species and marine habitats. The Pacific Islands Fisheries Science Center also utilizes two other facilities: the Kewalo Research Facility located on the Honolulu docks, has seawater capabilities for conducting research on live large pelagic fishes, monk seals, and sea turtles, and the Aiea Research Facility that has wet lab capabilities for fisheries research. The Center uses the NOAA ship Oscar E. Sette as its primary at-sea research platform.

Entire Commonwealth

National Weather Service (NWS)

Pacific Region Headquarters

Micronesian Offices

Located in the Mauka Tower of the Pacific Guardian Center in downtown Honolulu, HI, this regional office has administrative and management responsibilities for all National Weather Service field operations in Hawaii and the territories of American Samoa, Guam and the Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands. These areas include offices in Honolulu, Hilo, Kahului, and Lihue, Hawaii; Guam; Pago Pago, American Samoa; Koror, Republic of Palau; Majuro, Republic of the Marshall Islands; and Pohnpei, Yap and Chuuk, Federated Sates of Micronesia.

The NWS Pacific Region operates its five Micronesian offices in cooperation with the Republic of the Palau, Republic of the Marshall Islands and the Federated States of Micronesia in accordance with the provisions of the Compact of Free Association between the United States and each Micronesian government. The five Micronesian Weather Service Offices provide the United States with critical Upper-Air Data and Aviation Weather Observations. These offices also provide adaptive weather forecasts and warnings to their local constituents. The Pacific Region Headquarters also oversees the Central Pacific Hurricane Center and the Pacific Tsunami Warning Center, and it hosts the International Tsunami Information Center.

http://www.prh.noaa.gov
National Weather Service (NWS)

Weather Forecast Office

Guam WFO

Located near the International Airport in Guam, this National Weather Service Weather Forecast Office has public, aviation and marine forecast and warning responsibility for Guam and the Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands and the surrounding ocean areas. In addition, WFO Guam has international responsibilities for aviation advisories and forecasts for the tropical Pacific from 130E to 160E; public tropical cyclone watch, warnings and advisory products for the tropical islands of the northwest Pacific; and forecast support for weather service programs involving the Republic of the Marshall Islands, the Federated States of Micronesia, and the Republic of Palau under the Compact Agreement of Free Association treaties.

http://www.nws.noaa.gov/pr/guam
Office of Oceanic and Atmospheric Research (OAR)

Pacific Marine Environmental Laboratory

NOAA Center for Tsunami Research (NCTR)

The Tsunami Research Program at the Pacific Marine Environmental Laboratory (PMEL), headquartered in Seattle, Washington, seeks to mitigate tsunami hazards to all U.S. coastal states and territories, including the Northern Mariana Islands. A tsunami is a series of very large ocean waves caused by underwater earthquakes, landslides, volcanic eruptions, explosions, and even meteor impacts. Capable of flooding hundreds of meters inland past the typical high-water level, the fast-moving water associated with an inundating tsunami can crush homes and other coastal structures. More common occurrences, and devastating in an economic sense, are false alarms that lead to expensive evacuations of coastal areas.

The PMEL NCTR staff conducts research and development activities in close collaboration with the National Weather Service (NWS) Tsunami Warning Centers, National Data Buoy Center (NDBC), and the coastal states. Activities focus on the development of site-specific forecast models for coastal population centers. These models are integrated into a PMEL-developed operational tsunami forecasting system at the Tsunami Warning Centers. PMEL developed the original real-time DART tsunami-measuring buoy, which has been transitioned to NDBC. Engineering development is underway at PMEL to improve the cost-effectiveness of these platforms. Tsunami research at PMEL focuses on model improvements and tsunami hazard mitigation.

http://nctr.pmel.noaa.gov
Saipan

National Ocean Service (NOS)

Office of Ocean and Coastal Resource Management

Commonwealth of Northern Mariana Islands Coastal Management Program/ Northern Mariana Islands Coastal Resources Management Office

The Coastal Resources Management Office administers the Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands Coastal Program. The Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands is made up of 14 islands that span 440 miles of the western Pacific Ocean. Since the islands are small, the entire land and water area of the Commonwealth are included within the coastal boundary. The Mariana Islands face a number of issues, including nonpoint source pollution, pollution growth, effects of tourism, and declining marine resources. The Coastal Program manages coastal development and protects and restores coral reefs, wetlands, mangroves, lagoons, and other critical coastal resources. Program activities include issuance, monitoring, and enforcement of development permits; public education and involvement; coral reef monitoring; special area planning; remediation of problem areas; and federal consistency review.

http://coastalmanagement.noaa.gov/mystate/n_mariana_islands.html
National Ocean Service (NOS)

Office of Ocean and Coastal Resource Management

Coral Reef Conservation Program

The CNMI consists of a combination of islands are surrounded by fringing and barrier reef systems that are of tremendous economic value via tourism and cultural value to this island community. Human pressures on coral reef fisheries combined with impacts from development have been detrimental to this resource. The NOAA Coral Reef Conservation Program (CRCP) conducts mapping, assessment and characterization, and monitoring activities in each U.S. jurisdiction with coral reefs. hallow-water seafloor habitat maps for CNMI were released in 2005. The CRCP also conducts research to better understand coral reef structure, function, and health. Each U.S. jurisdiction receives coral reef grants annually to conduct research, monitoring, and management activities. A coral reef status report is produced every 2-3 years based on monitoring and research conducted in each jurisdiction. The program also strives to increase the use and effectiveness of coral reef Marine Protected Areas (MPAs) as a management tool.

http://http://www.coralreef.noaa.gov
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