


We want to talk with you about the condition of Indian healthcare. This 
dialogue with you is not intended as formal consultation, which will 
become essential if plans to reform our system are later proposed.  

Rather, we want to open a wide-ranging discussion with you by sharing 
our views about the state of our health care system and some potential 

ideas for renewing it for the future.
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Forces acting over decades are inexorably shaping America’s healthcare 
landscape.  Wide-ranging forces such as demographic trends (aging and 
sedentary living habits), expanding medical technology and practice, and 
fundamental economic forces generated by rising prices are driving 
healthcare change across the board, including change in our system.
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4 million people claim 
some degree AIAN 
ancestry.  1.5 million 
presently obtain some 
services from IHS. The 
huge pool of potentially 
eligible people creates 
open ended demand on 
our system, while limited 
resources restrict the 
services that can be 
provided. 
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Both tribal and federal sites experience the conditions that we 
have discussed, often in tandem.  Self-Determination law 
recognizes that tribally-operated sites may respond to these 
conditions differently than the IHS may respond.  We 
encourage all tribes to fully consider ideas for renewal. 
Participation by tribal partners in renewing our system is 
welcomed but not required.
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Unify CHS 
and Direct 
Eligibility

Align 
Medical 

Priorities

Align 
Resource 

Management
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http://workgroups.ihs.gov/sites/Renew

http://workgroups.ihs.gov/sites/Renew
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