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I. BACKGROUND

On 17 July 1999, the Secretariat received a memo from the European Community
indicating that they classify Meloxicam under heading 29.34 (subheading 2934.10). This
memo is set out in the Annex to this document.

II. CONCLUSION

The Committee is invited to take note of the European Community comments in the
Annex to this document when examining this Agenda item.
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Annex to Doc. NCO150E1

MEMO FROM THE EUROPEAN COMMUNITY

Subject:  Classification of 'Meloxicam®

Eef: Doc. MCO066H -

The EC classifies sultams, notably Meloxicam (INM), under heading Mo 29.34 (other
heterocyclic compounds) as specified in the HS Explanatory Motes (heading No 29,34,
page 420, point (D)(2): "Sultams: These may be considered...") The presence of an

unfused thiazole ring in the molecule points to classification in the more specific
subheading 2934 10,

Meloxicam (TN Sulphathizzoele (INN)

sulphathiazels 15 commectly classified under 203500 and meets the Harmonised System
Explanatory Mote requirements in respecl of sulphonamides. s formula is RS0, NHE

where B s a heterocyele (sulphonamide derivalive).

According Lo the S Explanatory Notes on sultams, the product should be considersd a
heterocyele from the outset.

Similar compounds are also classified under HS heading Mo 2934,

Az to why sultams are not considersd as sulphonamides when the -302N= function

lorms pat ol a ring, we can only comment thal lactams, for example, are considered as
heterocycles and not amide functions.



