MINUTES OF CABINET MEETING

Decambar 2, 1087
130 P. M. - 00 P. M.

The followiag were presant:
Prasidant Eisenhowar

Enacutive Ssasion Re r Sassion
Yice President Nizos Under Sec. Hertar
Sec. Dullan Aden, Strauss, AEC
Sag, Andsrson Mr. Stans, Budgst
Sec. McElroy Dr. Saulnier, CEA
AG Rogeras Gov, Stassen
Pl Sarnyrmae e ld
Sec. Sealon Cea. Perssas
Sec, Benson _ Mr. Hagarty
flec, Waeks Can, Goodpastar
Sec. Mitchell Mr. Rabb
Sec. Folaom Dr. Killian

Mr. Morgia
Driractor Brondages Dr. Haags
Mr. Gordoa Gray Mr. Larson
Amb. Lodge Mr. Siciliano
Mr. Randall
Cow, Adamas Mir. Martin
G“'l- FTh
Mr. Patteraon
Mr. Minnichk

Education Program - Sec, Folsom reported on farther discussions in
the developmaent of this program and sel forth present thinking In
datail. He stressed that the program was being designed with great
Aexibility so that basic responsibilities would remaln with the States,
and that the program would dafizitaly be terminated at the end of five
years. Tha specific provisions included such things as a Limited
scholarship pregram, matching grants for improved teaching of science,
mathematics, and foreign languages, for equipment, asnd for improve-
manl of teacher traisiang at the graduate level. Total cost would ba
5300 million. He stressed the desirability of a well-rousded program
Liks this a8 prefarable to the many radical proposals cartain 1o be
introduced in the next ssasion.
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Sec. Folaom said it was contemplated that the Administration would
not press its school conetruction assislance program aven though the
need for more school rooms conlinued, aince science and related
educationsl needs must take priority.

Dr. Killian belisved this & very good program, sipscially since i1 was
not confined mersly to science. He pointed to the particular need for
belping small colleges and graduate schools. He noted the existing
program of the National Science Foundation with which there would
have to be close coordination.

Tha President inquired as to the desirability of #5 broad a program
which might not remedy the lag in science and malhamatics. Hes was
oppossd to the 75 « 15 basis for matching grants, and Sec. Foliom

said that could be changed. The President woadared U sulflicisnt at-
tantion had bean given to sncouraging indirectly highar pay for teachears,
thus to remedy the need, Mr, Folsom balisved that would not have
sulficlently quick sffact.

Sec. Benson expresssd his concarn with getiiag inte new Fadaral pro-
grams aond hopad alternative methods could ba axplored. Mr. Stassen
thought it a good program since it left much room for help from private
funds. Sec. Andarson was somewhai hesitant and thought that if the
Fedaral Government did ester the fisld it ought to do 8o in & way leaving
room for maximum effort and control by the States. Mr. Gray sxpressed
somae misgiving but folt it could be justified in terms of filling & particu-
lar need for & particular time only.

Tha Presidest recalled Dr. Burns® suggestion for remunsrited summar
advancement opporiunitien for taachkers. Mr. Folsom said he had
beard from school peopla that this probably could not competes with

high wages offerad by industry. Mr. Brundage assumed tha proposal
would be reviewsd as usual with Budget and the Preaident commented
that some of the figures would probably have to ba reduced.

{The President left the meeting at this point, )

Secretaries Mitchell and Folsom discussed the need for justifying the
absence of a school construction program. The Vice President thought
the Prosident hid provided this justification in the Oklakoma City
spesch, when he said some activities would have to be increassd at

the cost of deferring othera,

Sec. Dulles wished to observe, without uanecessarily criticining, thay
any coniast like this with the Russizns always carried the danger of
dastroying what one really seeks to protect, Over-emphasis on science
might causs naglect of othar things whichk are fundamental to & fres
society. He was wary of warping the sducational patters for materialistic
purposes of a government. Sec. Folsom respondad in terms of remedy-
ing the recent drift away from science and mathematics and also of
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the broad featares of the proposal. Mr. Stassen gave further support
to the proposal and the Vice Presidest concluded that closs aflention
masat b gl 1o keepiag presentation of it in proper balancs.

State of the Union Message - In a rapid general discussion, thare was
SAAALMOus agreement that the State of the Usion Message should be
mech shorter this year asd that detailed material should be resarved
for special messages, It was felt that the Prosldent's amphasis whoald
be reserved for the critical items of immediaste interest to the Natioa.

Stand by Emar y Legislation - The Vice President noted that thin
subject Might arise at the Leadership Mecting the next day and ashed

whather the Administration view remainsd the sames &8 in 1955 whan it
woald have been glad to bave such authority but did not seek 1o prass
for it. Sec, Weaks hoped no hasty decision would be mads to seak this
legislation after all the careful thought previously given to It without
any showing of necessity.

Pay Increases - The Vice President askad wheiber Sec, McElroy
m-m the Cordinar proposals &t the Legialative Masting
and whathar an irrevocabls decision had besn reachad. Sed. Andarsca,
noting the budget squesss and somewhat ingreassd unsmploymant,
thought it might ba prefarabls to leave the initiative with the Congress
and to confine any Cordiner action to an ares of strict military sscurity
naad.

Fa¢, Mitchall thought it inevitable that Coagrass would increass salariss
and thit the real qusstioa was how could the Administration securs the
mait desirable action., He felt that military pay could not be incgeaned
while civilian pay was seglected. The Postmaster Genaral polated out
that aay rile iacreass must be accompanied by & pay lacreass, and

thit some pay incredses would be desirable as an anti-cyclical measure.
Mr. Folsom pointed to the urgest aeed for action with regard to highsst
grides. Mr. Seiton was coacersed with the probabls adversas public
resction Lo Covermrment pay increases |8 the current sltuatioa. Mr.
Rogers reaffirmed Mr. Seaton's views, as did also Mr, Benson. Gov,
Stawsen favored the increase for aconomic reasons and 16 correct
sxisting inequities. Mr. Brusdage thought this itemn might be the margia
of & deficit budget. Mr. McElroy fell certain that Congress would in-
crease salaries In any event and that previous Administration expressions
of support for the work of the Cordiner Commitiee pretty well precluded
& change of position now. Gov. Adams recalled the rationale of the
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