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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

An early People-to-People reference in a speech which
General Eisenhower recorded in Europe on August 22, 1945,
for ceremonies at Freedom House, New York City.

"To reduce mutual suspicions and antagonisms it is
important that people -- and I mean the people themselves,
rather than only governmental representatives -- learn to
know more of each other. Among the soldiers now re-
turning to our shores from Europe, plenty can be found
who will object to certain policies and customs that they
encountered overseas. But few will you find who have
lived in Britain that do not like the British people. They
appreciate sincerely the hospitality and good humor that
they encountered in the British home and in public. The
same for large sections of Europe! Even though our re-
turned soldiers may complain about monetary rates of
exchange, you will find that almost all think of ordinary
European citizens as people much like themselves, and

in the circle of actual contact are losing those suspicions
we instinctively hold toward strangers. Admittedly a
whole world cannot become international travelers and

so learn these things at first hand. But there is recourse
to education! Particularly is it important that throughout
the world the history of all races and nations be accurately
written and taught. Knowledge of others is important to us.
From the primary grade to the master's degree, educators
must seek objectivity, honesty and a broadly human approach
to subjects affecting all peoples of the earth. In the pulpit,
the press, the radio, and every type of public organization
we should differentiate clearly between patriotism and
jingoism -- we should teach that knowledge leads to co-
operation; ignorance to disaster!
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THZ WHITE HOUSE

REMARKS BY THE PRESIDENT TC THZT
DELEGATES TC THE INTERNATIONAL
CONGRESS OF ACTUARIES, IN THE ROSE
GARDEN, OCTOBER 21, 1957, AT 10:30
AM, ZDT,

Thank you very much, Ladies and gentlemen, when I was invited
to appear before this group, I agreed because of my very great interest in
the international world and not because I know anything about what an actuary
does, I was informed this morning that he is the man that determines what
my insurance premiums are and writes out all the small print at the bottom
of the things that [ have never yet read, But beyond that, my information as
to what an actuary's problems are is very slight indeed.

However, with thirty-two countries here represented from all over
Western Europe and indeed from many other parts of the world, I would be,
in my own opinion, almost remiss if I had not come before you to say, first
of all, welcome to this Capital City of this country and to the nation itself,
and to assure you that I speak for all the people. I knowl do, when in ex-
pressing the hope that you find here something of value that you may take
back and with your new understanding help promote a better, common ap-
proach to the problems that all the world must face -- if we are to continue
to prosper -- and, indeed,. to continue to give employment to actuaries.
This thing can be very personal, you know, just as well as national and inter~
national in its scope.

In line with this idea that I am so roughly trying to express, I have
supported a number of programs for the interchange of students, The only
organization to which I have lent my name since becoming President has been
the Eisenhower Fellowships, under which system people from your countries
and from this country -- young executives -- buziness executives -- are ex-
changed. That is one little corner of the whole problem that is dealt with by
private philanthropy in this country.

But I have supported, also, the broader thing called the people=to-
people program. Now there are many peop_}qftpfgf_gple rograms going on,
in other countries and this one, Here, different Foundations support dif=
ferent types of exchange of students and professors. The Fulbright system
encourages more exchanges, But the people~to-people program is our hope
for supporting all of these and enlarging them so that you as an actuary can
get to know what the one out in Chicago does, or in New York, or in
Philadelphia, or Hartford, or wherever our great insurance companies
are in this country, and to know him ==~ and not anly in his office but in his
home, how he lives, how his children go to school -- what are their ideals,
their aspirations, just as we need to know that about you.

Because, my friends, we may differ about a problem very seriously,
but if you understand that I have a side to the problem and I understand that
you have a side to the problem, the bitterness is removed from our conversa=-
tions and our discussicns. That is the important thing. It is not that we
differ, If we don't differ, there is no progress, because we would all be satis-
fied exactly as things are and we would want to go no further, We can never
be wholly regimented and believe everything in every way the same, but we
can understand the other side and therefore take the bitterness out of our dis-
cussions that leads to stagnation, antagonisms, which will defeat our purpose
of living as free peoples, each developing its own resources to the utmost.
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So that is the reason that I have felt it a duty as well as a great
privilege to appear before you, to say welcome again, and to say I hope that
through your meeting and others like it we will yet bring all the free world
to closer and closer communion, In so doing we will give an example to
others that finally the whole world, no matter behind what curtains it is now
located will finally, with all the rest, enjoy a just and lasting peace,

Thank you very much,
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