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THE WHITE HOUSE

REMARKS BY THE PRESIDENT IN
CONNECTION WITH THE OPENING

OF THE INTERMNATIONAL GEOPHYSICAL
TEAR

July first marks the beginning of one of tha great scientific
adventures of our time == the Internstonsl Geopbysical Year,

During this period, whizh will sctually be 18 moaths long, the
scisntais of the United States will join thelr sfiorts with those of tha
scientdsts of somae sixty other natioss to make the most intensive
dtady svar ucadertaken of our planst,

All ovaer the world slaboraie preparstions for this svent have bean
undsr way for the last five years. You bhave besn resding in the daily
preaas of the axpeditions to the Anta rctic which have been paving the
way for & concentrated study by soms 12 satioss of the last unknown
Continsat, Two years ago, it was sengunced that the United States
would lsunch an sarth=circling satallite during the International
Geophyeical Year in order to obtaln infarmation about tha Sun and tha
Earth's savironmant from outside the barrisr of the Earth's atmosphere,
Duiring the ysars of preparation meteorological and other obsarving
stations all over the globe have besn readied., Hundreds of new stations
have beon established in order that many types of gecphysical phenomens
might ba viowed and measured from every possible vantage point.

The sclentists tell us that they cannot poseibly anticipats all of the
valuable sclentifig knowledgs that will result from thelr afforts, They
baliews that many of the facts thus acquired will give us pew under-
standing and new powesr over the forces of naturs,

As [ wea it, bowevar, the most important resalt of the [nteraational
Cacphysical Year {8 the demonstratica of the ability of peoples of all
mations to work together barmonicuily lor the common good. [ hope
this can become common practice in other fialds of buman sndsavor.

The United States is proud to have & part io this great scisntific
undartaking.

1 should like to congratulais all who have halped ito make our program
possible and particularly the Mationgl Acsdemy of Sclences, Through its
Hational Committes for the Internstional Geophbyaical Year the Academy
bas worked tiralsssly to plan and coordinate the program, in cooperation
with other natons.

I axtend congratulations, also to the internstional body whoss vision
and imagination have oot ocoly made the project possible, but have woven all
tha multipls strasds together, Thai body L the loternational Council of
Scisntific Unloas, represssting the major scleatific bodies of the warld,
Through lis Special Commities for the Intarostional CGeophysical Year, ths
Council has provided brilliast lasdership for ikis saterprise.

Wa wiah the scisatists of all aations Godepesd and good luck as the
Intearnational Geophysical Year begins,
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