Natlonal Aeronautics and Space Administration
Press Release on Missling U.S, Plane

Washington May 5

One of NASA'S U-2 Hesearch Alrplanes, in use since 1956
in a continuing program to study gust-meteorcloglcal condltions
found at high altitude, has been missing since about 9 o'eclock
Sunday morning, (local time) when its pilot reported he was
having oxygen difficultiss over the Lake Van, Turkey area,

The airplane had taken off from Incirlik Air Base, Turkey.
The llight plan called for the first check polnt to be at 37
degress, 25 minutes, North: L1 dexress, 23 minutes, Sast, and
for a loft turn to be made to the Lake Van Beacon, thence to
the Trabazon Besacon, thence to Antalya, and return to Adana,
The flight scheduled was sstimated at 5 hours, 45 minutes, for
-1tntll of 1400 nautical miles. Takeoff was at 8 a.m. local
time,

(The above-given times are the egquivalent of 3 a.m. Sunday,
and 2 a.m., Eastorn Daylight Time.)

About one nour after taksoff, the pilot reported difficulties
with his oxygen equipment. Using emssrgency radlo frequency, he
reported he was hoading for ths Lake Van Beacon to get his bear-
ings, anc that he would return to Adana.

As indlcated above, his flight plan called for him to =make
& loft turn at the Lake Ven Boacon. His last report indicated
he was attempting to receive that Beacon, It is believed he
pr::lhlr was on a northeasterly course, but there was no further
o .

An aerial search was begun soon after recelpt of the last
communication. The Lake Van Area 1s mountalnous and very
rugg;:E No evidence has beon slghted of the aireralft having
erashed.

If the pllot continued to suffer lack of oxygzen, ths path
of the alrplane from the last reported position would be im-
possible to determine. If the airplane was en automatiec pllot,
it 18 likely it would have continued along its northeastsrly
course,

The pllot, as are all pllots used on NASA's program of
upper atmosphare research with the U-2 alrplane, !s a civilian
-:plgriﬁ by the Lockheed Alrcraft Corporatlion, bullders of the
airplane,
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When the research program was begun ln 1950 by the
National Advisory Committee for Aesrcnautics (predecessor to
NASA), the Federal Agency did not have a sufficient number
of pllots to operate the program, and so a contrect was made
wlith Loockhesd to provide ths plilots,

Overseas logistic support for NASA's continulng use of
the U-2 ls provided by alr weathsr service units of the USAP.

MASA has procursd a total of 10 U-2 alirplanes. The alr-
plane was originally bullt as a private venture by Lockheed to
serve as a "Flying Test Bed". It is powered by a single Pratt
% Wnitney J=57 turbojet engine, and can maintain flight for
long as four hours at altitudes of up to 55,000 feet,

Since lnception of the research program in 1956, the U=
flying weather laboratories have opsrated from bases in
California, New York, Alaska, England, Germany, Turkey, FPaklstan,
Japan, Okinawa and the Phllippines.

The U=2 airplanes are presently being used in Callfornla
[EdI;.HI AFB, One), Japan (ATSUGI, Three) and Turkey (Adana,
Four).

The instrumentatlion carried by the U-2 permits obtalning
more precise information about c¢lear alr turbulence, convective
clouds, wind shear, the jet stream, and such widespread weather
pattarna as typhoons, The alrplanes alsc has been used by NASA
to obtaln information about cosmic rays, and the concentration
of certaln elements in the atmoaphere, including czone and water
vVapor.,

Instrumentation carried Includes: Angular veloclty
recorder, to measure the alrplane's rate of pitch; modiflied
VGH recorder, to measures and record head-on gust components
in flight; rilght recorder model BB, contlinuous recordsr of
indicated alirspeed, pressure altitude and normal aceceleration;
alrspesd and altitude transducer to measure altitude and
indicated airspeed; temperature and humidity measuring set
AN/AMQ 7 to measure indicated free alr temperature and indicated
relative humidity; and vortex thermomster syatem, to moasure
trus free-alir temperature within one<half degree centligrade
at high speeads.
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