
125
At Home in the Woods

THE PROCESS TO BECOME a recognized 
Firewise community is simple, re gard less of 
where you live. Here’s how to get started: 
Step 1: Contact Firewise

Notify the Firewise Communities rep-
 re sen ta tive in your state or log onto the 
Firewise/USA Communities Web site at 
www.fi rewise.org to express your interest in 
starting the process.
Step 2: Site Visit

A wildland/urban interface specialist will 
contact you to schedule a site visit. This visit 
will be coordinated with local fi re offi cials. 
During the visit, your specialist will collect 
in for ma tion for a community assessment. 
Step 3: Community Representatives

Gather together community rep re sen t-
a tives and create a multi-disciplined Firewise 
board. Besides homeowners and fi re pro fes -
sion als, this board can include planners, land 
managers, urban foresters and/or members of 
other interest groups.
Step 4: Assessment & Evaluation

Once the community assessment and evalu-
ation are completed, the wild land/urban inter-
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RECOGNIZED 
FIREWISE COMMUNITIES
Briargate, Florida

Emigration Canyon, Utah

Genesee, Colorado

Greater Eastern Jemez Wildland/Urban 
Interface Corridor, New Mex i co

Hyde Park Estates & Aztec Springs, 
New Mexico

Perry Park, Colorado

River Bluff Ranch, Washington

Sundance, Utah

Timber Ridge, Arizona

Wedgefi eld, Florida

Whiting Woods, California

Wilderness Ranch, Idaho

face specialist will schedule a meeting with your 
Firewise board. The assessment and evaluation 
will be pre sent ed for review and acceptance. 
Step 5: Create Plan

The Firewise board will use the as sess ment 
information to create agree able, area-specifi c 
solutions to your wildfi re issues. The specialist 
may work with your com mu ni ty to iden-
tify and seek project im ple men ta tion funds, 
should they be necessary. 
Step 6: Implement Solutions

Local solutions will be implemented 
according to a schedule designed by your 
Firewise board and the wildland/urban 
interface specialist. This in cludes creating a 
permanent Firewise task force or com mit tee to 
maintain the program into the future.
Step 7: Apply for Recognition

You can apply for Firewise Com mu ni ties/
USA status when your implementation 
plan and one local project have been com-
pleted. The National Firewise Program will 
confi rm receipt of your application pack-
age. Ap pli ca tion forms are available on the 
Firewise Communities/USA Web site.

More about 
Firewise

This house near 
Jackson Hole, 
Wyoming, shows 
excellent defensible 
space provided by the 
clearing in front and the 
driveway in back


