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TITLE VIII—PATENT AND TRADEMARK FEES 

The conference agreement includes language regarding patent 
and trademark fees. 

TITLE IX—OCEANS AND HUMAN HEALTH ACT 

The conference agreement includes language regarding the 
oceans and human health. 

CONFERENCE TOTAL—WITH COMPARISONS 

The total new budget (obligational) authority for the fiscal year 
2005 recommended by the Committee of Conference, with compari-
sons to the fiscal year 2004 amount, the 2005 budget estimates, 
and the House and Senate bills for 2005 follow: 

[In thousands of dollars] 

New budget (obligational) authority, fiscal year 2004 ........................ $42,242,023 
Budget estimates of new (obligational) authority, fiscal year 2005 43,216,594 
House bill, fiscal year 2005 ................................................................... 43,483,066 
Senate bill, fiscal year 2005 .................................................................. 43,467,214 
Conference agreement, fiscal year 2005 .............................................. 43,681,207 
Conference agreement compared with: 

New budget (obligational) authority, fiscal year 2004 ................ +1,439,184 
Budget estimates of new (obligational) authority, fiscal year 

2005 .............................................................................................. +464,613 
House bill, fiscal year 2005 ............................................................ +198,141 
Senate bill, fiscal year 2005 ........................................................... +213,993 

DIVISION C—ENERGY AND WATER DEVELOPMENT 
APPROPRIATIONS ACT, 2005 

TITLE I—DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE—CIVIL 

DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY 

CORPS OF ENGINEERS—CIVIL 

The summary tables at the end of this title set forth the con-
ference agreement with respect to the individual appropriations, 
programs and activities of the Corps of Engineers. Additional items 
of the conference agreement are discussed below. House report 
108–554 is presumed to have effect unless contradicted by this 
statement of the managers. 

CONTINUING CONTRACTS AND REPROGRAMMING 

Construction of a single water resource project requires tre-
mendous flexibility. Water resource projects are constructed in 
physically challenging locations. By their nature, these projects in-
volve large mobilization costs and great uncertainties. The Corps of 
Engineers has been tasked with providing hundreds of water infra-
structure projects in challenging locations throughout the country. 
Historically, the Corps has done an outstanding job of managing 
these great water resource projects and has provided the water in-
frastructure that has greatly contributed to our economic security. 

The conferees recognize that one of the greatest tools that the 
Corps of Engineers has for managing its nationwide water re-
sources infrastructure program is the ability to award multiyear 
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continuing contracts. When an agency is managing, literally, hun-
dreds of construction projects throughout the country, problems are 
inevitable. These can range from flood, to drought, to funding 
shortfalls, to unanticipated hazardous wastes encountered in the 
construction site, discovery of unanticipated cultural resources. Any 
one of these items can bring a project to a temporary halt or slow 
construction. By the same token, projects can be accelerated due to 
mild winters or below average flows on a river allowing a longer 
construction season and more work to be done and more funds to 
be utilized. 

Continuing contracts allow the Corps to award large construc-
tion elements of a project to take advantage of the economies of 
scale available to construction contractors. Allowing these large 
construction elements to be managed over several years without re-
quiring contracts to be fully funded before construction begins af-
fords the Corps the ability to more efficiently manage multiple con-
struction contracts. Multiyear funding, and the ability to repro-
gram funds, are tools that have allowed the Corps to maximize 
scarce resources to try to do as much as possible with the resources 
available to them; they also left the Corps open to charges that it 
has put contractors in charge of managing its funds. 

The conferees have expressed concerns in the past that Corps 
of Engineers construction projects may have used the continuing 
contracts clause and the ability to reprogram funds to award some 
construction contracts that may not have been fiscally prudent, in 
light of current budget realities. However, many of these construc-
tion contracts were awarded when surplus funds were available al-
lowing reprogramming of funds to make up for budget shortfalls. 
This process has resulted in most surplus funds being expended, 
leaving the Corps with very little flexibility to cover the financial 
obligations of the construction contracts. This has resulted in an in-
creased number of reprogrammings necessary to satisfy as many of 
the Corps’ financial obligations as possible. 

The conferees believe that the Corps has made great strides in 
resolving these financial issues by applying more stringent controls 
on financial obligations allowed on multiyear contracts and will 
allow the Corps to continue to resolve this situation. However, the 
conferees caution the Corps that it must regain control of all as-
pects of program execution and execute the program appropriated 
to it. The use of continuing contracts and reprogramming of funds 
is a privilege afforded by this conference—a privilege that can be 
revoked. The House and Senate Appropriations Committees will 
continue to monitor this situation and require the Corps to provide 
quarterly written updates to the Committees on its efforts to better 
manage continuing contracts and to award contracts better suited 
to responsible management. 

Due to the increased number of reprogrammings that are being 
undertaken by the Corps, the conferees believe new guidelines are 
needed to help monitor reprogramming of funds. The conferees rec-
ognize that the increase in reprogrammings is not entirely the fault 
of the Corps of Engineers. However, reprogramming guidelines 
have not been examined in many years, and the conferees believe 
that it would be prudent to reexamine this privilege. Therefore, the 
conferees are providing the following guidelines: 

VerDate Aug 04 2004 07:33 Dec 01, 2004 Jkt 096906 PO 00000 Frm 00854 Fmt 6601 Sfmt 6601 E:\HR\OC\HR792.XXX HR792



851 

Reprogramming Authorities.—The conferees require the Corps 
to inform the Committees promptly and fully when a change in 
program execution and funding is required during the fiscal year. 
The following guidance is provided for Corps Civil Works programs 
and activities funded in the Energy and Water Development Appro-
priations Act. 

Definition.—A reprogramming includes the reallocation of 
funds from one activity to another within an appropriation, or any 
significant departure from a program, project, or activity described 
in the agency’s budget justifications presented to and approved by 
Congress. For construction projects, a reprogramming constitutes 
the reallocation of funds from one construction project or a signifi-
cant change in the scope of an approved project. 

General Criteria for Reprogramming.—Reprogramming is al-
lowed only within an appropriation, with the exception, as now ex-
ists, that Flood Control and Coastal Emergency may be augmented 
when necessary from other Corps Civil Works appropriations. Re-
programming is allowed into only previously appropriated activities 
or those identified in a bill as ‘‘within available funds.’’ 
Reprogrammings should not be employed to initiate new programs 
(unless specifically approved by both House and Senate Appropria-
tions Committees) or to change program, project, or activity alloca-
tion in the Act or report. In cases where unforeseen events or con-
ditions are deemed to require such changes, proposals shall be sub-
mitted in advance to the House and Senate Appropriations Com-
mittees and be fully explained and justified. 

REPROGRAMMING GUIDANCE 

General Investigations.—Reprogramming a cumulative total of 
up to 25 percent of the appropriated funding level between studies 
or programs under this heading without approval of either House 
of Congress, is permitted. However, the Chief of Engineers shall 
provide a quarterly report to both House and Senate Appropria-
tions Committees of all reprogrammings in excess of $250,000 but 
less than $500,000 for individual studies or programs. Approval of 
both House and Senate Appropriations Committees is required for 
cumulative reprogrammings in excess of $500,000 for individual 
studies or programs. Restoration of prior year savings and slippage 
shall not count toward the cumulative total. The conferees do not 
object to reprogramming up to $50,000 to any continuing study or 
program that did not receive an appropriation or where the per-
centage limit is less than $50,000. All funds used to source 
reprogrammings described above should be surplus to current year 
needs for that effort. 

Construction General.—Reprogramming a cumulative total of 
up to 15 percent of the appropriated funding level between projects 
or programs under this heading without approval of either House 
of Congress, is permitted. However, the Chief of Engineers shall 
provide a quarterly report to both House and Senate Appropria-
tions Committees of all reprogrammings in excess of $4,000,000 but 
less than $7,000,000 for individual projects or programs. Approval 
of both House and Senate Appropriations Committees is required 
for cumulative reprogrammings in excess of $7,000,000 for indi-
vidual projects or programs. Restoration of prior year savings and 
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slippage shall not count toward the cumulative total. The conferees 
do not object to reprogramming up to $300,000 to any continuing 
project or program that did not receive an appropriation or where 
the percentage limit is less than $300,000. All funds used to source 
reprogrammings described above should be surplus to current year 
needs for that effort. 

Operation and Maintenance.—Unlimited reprogramming au-
thority is granted in order for the Corps to be able to respond to 
emergencies. The Chief of Engineers must notify the House and 
Senate Appropriations Committees as soon as practicable of these 
emergency situations. For all other reprogrammings, a cumulative 
total of up to 50 percent of the appropriated funding level between 
projects or programs under this heading without approval of either 
House of Congress, is permitted. However, the Chief of Engineers 
shall provide a quarterly report to both House and Senate Appro-
priations Committees of all reprogrammings in excess of $5,000,000 
but less than $10,000,000 for individual projects or programs. Ap-
proval of both House and Senate Appropriations Committees is re-
quired for cumulative reprogrammings in excess of $10,000,000 for 
individual projects or programs. Restoration of prior year savings 
and slippage shall not count toward the cumulative total. The con-
ferees do not object to reprogramming up to $300,000 to any con-
tinuing project or program that did not receive an appropriation or 
where the percentage limit is less than $300,000. All funds used to 
source reprogrammings described above should be surplus to cur-
rent year needs for that effort. 

Mississippi River and Tributaries.—The Corps should follow 
the same reprogramming guidelines for the General Investigations, 
Construction, and Operation and Maintenance portions of the Mis-
sissippi River and Tributaries Account as listed above. 

GENERAL INVESTIGATIONS 

The conference agreement appropriates $144,500,000 for Gen-
eral Investigations. 

Floodplain Management Services.—The conferees have pro-
vided $6,813,000 for the Floodplain Management Services program, 
including $776,000 to complete the Geographic Information System 
for East Baton Rouge, Louisiana; $200,000 for a Blind Brook, City 
of Rye, New York, hydrological analysis; and $1,000,000 for the 
Hurricane Preparedness Studies for the State of Hawaii and the 
U.S. Territories in the Pacific and the Caribbean. 

Coastal Field Data Collection.—The conference agreement pro-
vides $4,875,000 for the Coastal Field Data Collection program. 
Funds are provided in the amount of $1,000,000 for the Southern 
California Beach Process Study, not less than $1,000,000 for con-
tinuation of the Coastal Data Information Program, and $1,000,000 
for the State of Hawaii, the U.S. Territories in the Pacific and Car-
ibbean, and $1,000,000 for the Pacific Island Ocean Typhoon Ex-
periment [PILOT]. 

Research and Development.—Within the funds provided for the 
Corps of Engineers Research and Development Program, 
$2,000,000 is provided for innovative technology demonstrations for 
urban flooding and channel restoration. These demonstrations shall 
be conducted in close coordination and cooperation with the Urban 
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Water Research Program of the Desert Research Institute of Ne-
vada. In addition, within the funds provided for the Corps of Engi-
neers Research and Development Program $500,000 is provided to 
undertake and fund a demonstration project utilizing the Rapid 
Environmental Decision Support Environment software to fill cur-
rent technology gaps in the GIS-based approaches with respect to 
post-natural disaster analysis. The conferees have also included 
$1,000,000 to continue work in the area of Submerged Aquatic 
Vegetation or ‘‘seagrasses’’ and restoration efforts in the Chesa-
peake Bay, Maryland and Virginia. 

Upper Trinity River Basin, Texas.—The conference report pro-
vides additional funding to proceed with Planning, Engineering and 
Design and continue preparation and coordination of an Environ-
mental Impact Statement associated with the locally-preferred al-
ternative for the Central City River Segment of the Trinity River 
Vision Master Plan dated April 2003. 

Connecticut River Ecosystem Restoration, Vermont and New 
Hampshire.—The conference has provided $50,000 to initiate feasi-
bility studies for the West and Ashuelot Rivers. 

Other Coordination Programs.—The conferees have provided 
$4,300,000 for the Other Coordination Programs. Within the funds 
provided, $500,000 is to continue work associated with the Lake 
Tahoe Federal Interagency Partnership. 

Planning Assistance to States.—The amount provided for the 
Planning Assistances to States Program includes $100,000 for the 
Arkansas River Corridor Master Plan; $100,0000 to continue the 
Ingham County, Michigan, Geographic Information System Study; 
$100,000 to finish the Arkansas River Corridor Master Plan, Okla-
homa; $100,000 to initiate geotechnical investigations of a proposed 
damsite near Mangum, Oklahoma; $250,000 to initiate a ground-
water study for Greene County, Missouri; $134,000 to complete the 
Memphis Riverfront Development, Tennessee, study; $200,000 for 
Central Oahu, Hawaii; $500,000 for Lake Champlain, Vermont; 
$500,000 for remote sensing in New Mexico; $150,000 for Lake 
Rogers, North Carolina; and $150,000 to conduct an evaluation of 
recreation supply and demand in New Castle County, Delaware. 
Also included is $250,000 to continue a New Jersey Marine Fish 
Evaluation Study. The Corps of Engineers is urged to consider 
using the Fisheries Conservation Trust, formerly known as the 
Save the Fish Foundation, to carry out this investigation. Within 
funds provided for this program, the Corps is directed to work with 
the Chagrin River Land Conservancy to develop strategies for pre-
serving, and acquisition of funding for preservation of the prop-
erties known as Wilde Fields and Mayer Preserve in Cuyahoga 
County, Ohio. 

The conferees are aware of the potential benefits of incor-
porating modular plastic belting technology into fish screen devices. 
Accordingly, the conferees urge the Corps to consider deployment 
of this technology in the full range of viable fish screen configura-
tions, including submersible traveling screens. Furthermore, the 
conferees look forward to reviewing the agency’s assessment of the 
technology as compared to other available fish screen devices. 
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CONSTRUCTION, GENERAL 

The conference agreement appropriates $1,796,089,000 for 
Construction, General. 

Red River Below Denison Dam, Arkansas, Louisiana, Okla-
homa, and Texas.—The conferees have provided $750,000 for levee 
rehabilitation in Arkansas and Louisiana. 

American River Watershed (Folsom Dam Mini-Raise), Cali-
fornia.—Within funds provided for the American River Watershed 
(Folsom Dam Mini-Raise), California, project, the Corps is directed 
to continue design of the Folsom Dam replacement road and per-
manent bridge to assure their completion at the earliest possible 
date consistent with the pace of the Mini-Raise project as a whole. 

The conferees include language directing the Corps of Engi-
neers to expend its full capability, up to $5,000,000, to advance the 
permanent bridge to replace Folsom Bridge Dam Road, Folsom, 
California, as authorized by the Energy and Water Development 
Appropriations Act, 2004 (P.L. 108–137) with all remaining funds 
devoted to the Mini-Raise. The conferees are aware of reports that 
there have been attempts to place obstacles in the way of this 
work, and insist that it be allowed to proceed, unimpeded. 

Florida Keys Water Quality Improvements, Florida.—The con-
ferees have provided $2,250,000 for the implementation of waste-
water and stormwater improvements and believe these efforts 
should be carried out in coordination with the ongoing Everglades 
restoration work. 

Olmsted Locks and Dam, Ohio River, Illinois & Kentucky.— 
None of the funds provided for the Olmsted Locks and Dam Project 
are to be used to reimburse the Claims and Judgment Fund. 

J. Bennett Johnston Waterway, Louisiana.—The conferees have 
provided $13,000,000 for construction of navigation channel refine-
ment features, land purchases and development for mitigation of 
project impacts, and construction of project recreation features and 
appurtenant features. 

Chesapeake Bay Environmental Restoration and Protection Pro-
gram, Maryland and Virginia.—The conference recommendation 
includes $1,500,000 for this project. Within the funds provided, 
$400,000 is provided to continue environmental studies of non-na-
tive oysters. 

The conferees expect the Corps, in conducting the Environ-
mental Impact Statement [EIS] for introducing non-native oyster 
species into the Chesapeake Bay, to consider all alternatives, in-
cluding restoration of native oyster species. The conferees also ex-
pect that the EIS will address the research gaps identified in the 
National Research Council report titled ‘‘Non-native Oysters in the 
Chesapeake Bay’’ and the Chesapeake Bay Program Scientific and 
Technical Advisory Committee report on the same subject. 

Rural Montana, Montana.—The conferees have provided 
$2,000,000 for the Rural Montana project. Within the funds pro-
vided the Corps is directed to give consideration to projects at Bel-
grade, Manhattan, Livingston, Butte, Helena, and Drummond, 
Montana. Other communities that meet the program criteria 
should be considered as funding allows. 
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Rural Nevada, Nevada.—The conferees have provided 
$20,000,000 for the Rural Nevada project. Within the funds pro-
vided the Corps is directed to give consideration to projects at Boul-
der City, Lyon County (Carson River Regional Water System), Ger-
lach, Incline Village, Lawton-Verdi, Esmeralda County, Churchill 
County, West Wendover, Searchlight, Yerington, Virgin Valley 
Water District, Lovelock, Carson City, Hemenway Valley Waste-
water treatment and Huffaker Hills Reservoir Water Conservation 
Nevada. Other communities that meet the program criteria should 
be considered as funding allows. 

Tropicana and Flamingo Washes, Nevada.—The conferees have 
provided $24,000,000 to continue construction of this flood control 
project. The conference recommendation includes $3,000,000 for 
work performed in accordance with Section 211 of Public Law 104– 
303. 

Central New Mexico, New Mexico.—The conference has in-
cluded $5,000,000 for this project which includes funding to con-
tinue the Black Mesa project begun in fiscal year 2004. 

Middle Rio Grande Flood Protection, New Mexico.—The con-
ferees have included $300,000 to continue the Belen, 
Mountainview, and Isleta General Reevaluation Report. 

Fire Island Inlet to Montauk Point, New York.—The conferees 
have included additional funding for the continuation of the refor-
mulation study. 

Ohio Environmental Infrastructure, Ohio.—The bill contains 
$22,000,000 for the Ohio Environmental Infrastructure program 
authorized by section 594 of the Water Resources Development Act 
of 1999. The amount provided includes: $15,000 for the Jackson 
County water line project; $100,000 for the Morgan County, 
Bishopville, water project; $475,000 for the Morgan County, 
McConnelsville, storm water project; $1,000,000 for the 
Muskingum County, Zanesville, wastewater treatment facility; 
$25,000 for the Vinton County, Arbaugh/Hope water line extension; 
$350,000 for the Buckeye Lake, water line project; $500,000 for the 
Hancock County, Village of Janera, wastewater collection system; 
$1,000,000 for the Village of West Jefferson, water treatment facil-
ity; $1,000,000 for the City of Louisville, protection for wastewater 
treatment plant; $2,000,000 for the Stark County, Zimber Ditch 
project; $500,000 for the Noble County, sewer system; $500,000 for 
the Youngstown, Orchard Meadow Combined Sewer Overflow 
project; $500,000 for the Lake County, Concord Township sanitary 
sewer line improvement; $100,000 for the Lake County, Perry 
Township, Shepard Road waterline extension; $900,000 for the 
Lake County, Village of Perry, Sanitary sewer system; $1,000,000 
for the Toledo Combined Sewer Overflow project; $1,000,000 for the 
Tech Town Dayton Technology Campus water and sewer project; 
$2,500,000 for the University of Dayton, Brown and Stewart water 
and sewer project; $640,000 for the Clinton County, Clinton Massie 
School District sewer project; $1,500,000 for the Springfield Applied 
Research and Technology Park water and sewer project; $700,000 
for the Clark County Southwest Regional Waste Water Treatment 
Plant expansion; $500,000 for Clark County, Village of Donnelsville 
sewer system project; $1,350,000 for the Fayette County, Village of 
Bloomingberg, Waste Water Treatment Plant; $100,000 for the 
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Pickaway County, Harrison and Madison Township water and 
sewer project; $150,000 for the Village of Corning water and sewer 
project; $1,880,000 for the Scioto County, Minford Wastewater 
Treatment Facility; and $250,000 for the City of Dayton, Northeast 
Quadrant water and sewer infrastructure. 

Columbia River Treaty Fishing Sites, Oregon and Wash-
ington.—The conferees have included $700,000 for facilities at 
White Salmon, WA. 

Elk Creek Lake, Oregon.—Funds provided in this Act and 
funds previously appropriated for the Elk Creek Lake, Oregon, 
project are available to plan and implement long-term management 
measures at the project to maintain the project in an uncompleted 
state, including design and construction of a permanent trap- and- 
haul facility to replace the existing, interim facility. Funds may not 
be used for any further work on the Corps of Engineers proposal 
to remove a section of the dam for fish passage. 

Cheyenne River Sioux Tribe, Lower Brule Sioux, South Da-
kota.—The conference notes that Title IV of the Water Resources 
Development Act of 1999, as amended, authorizes funding to pay 
administrative expenses, implementation of terrestrial wildlife 
plans, activities associated with land transferred or to be trans-
ferred, and annual expenses for operating recreational areas. The 
conferees have included $5,750,000 for this effort. Within the funds 
provided, the conference directs that not more than $1,000,000 
shall be provided for administrative expenses, and that the Corps 
is to distribute the remaining funds as directed by Title IV to the 
State of South Dakota, the Cheyenne River Sioux Tribe and the 
Lower Brule Sioux Tribe. 

Rural Utah, Utah.—The conference has provided $1,000,000 
for this project and encourages the Corps to proceed with those 
projects which are eligible and are prepared to move forward. 

Columbia River Fish Mitigation, Avian Predation, Columbia/ 
Snake River Basin, Washington, Oregon, and Idaho.—The con-
ferees are aware of the need to investigate the effect of avian pre-
dation on the survival of listed salmon and steelhead in the Colum-
bia/Snake River Basin and directs the Secretary to provide up to 
$750,000, as needed, from the Columbia River Fish Mitigation 
project for this purpose. The conference expects the Corps of Engi-
neers to coordinate with the Secretary of Commerce and the Sec-
retary of the Interior to develop an implementation plan and ini-
tiate actions to reduce avian predation where such actions are de-
termined to be biologically and cost effective. 

Aquatic Plant Control Program.—The conferees have included 
$4,500,000 for the Aquatic Plant Control program’s base research 
and development activities. In an effort to maximize limited fund-
ing for eradication and harvesting, the conference strongly rec-
ommends that these efforts be undertaken only where a local spon-
sor agrees to provide 50 percent of the cost of the work. Within the 
funds provided, $300,000 is for a cost shared effort with the State 
of South Carolina and $400,000 is for a cost shared effort with the 
State of Vermont and $100,000 is for the control of aquatic nui-
sance vegetation in the Potomac and Tributaries, Virginia, Mary-
land, and District of Columbia. The conference urges the Corps to 
establish a cost shared program with the State of Hawaii. 
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Beneficial Uses of Dredged Material.—The conference rec-
ommendation includes $6,000,000. Within the funds provided 
$3,000,000 is for Morehead City Harbor, NC. 

Dam Safety and Seepage/Stability Correction Program.—The 
conference recommendation includes $10,500,000 for the program. 
Within the funds provided, $3,000,000 is provided for the Corps to 
complete work on Waterbury Dam in Vermont. 

Shoreline Erosion Control and Development and Demonstra-
tion.—The conference recommendation includes $7,000,000. Within 
the funds provided $400,000 is provided for Sacred Falls, Hawaii. 

Continuing Authorities Program (CAP).—The conference de-
parts from its usual practice in the presentation of CAP projects 
chosen for funding. In previous conference reports, CAP funding for 
individual projects was presented in an unstructured text form. For 
fiscal year 2005, in order to increase uniformity and simplify use 
of the report, CAP funding will be shown in a table, with informa-
tion limited to identification of the CAP authority under which the 
project is authorized, the name of the project, and the amount of 
funding provided. 

The conferees are aware that many projects selected for fund-
ing under the Continuing Authorities Program have not received 
any funds due to overwhelming demand and limited funding au-
thority within the Continuing Authorities Program. The conference 
directs that such projects should receive priority consideration for 
any available such funds, in fiscal 2005, and in the future. 

The continuing project authorities listed below, allow the Corps 
great flexibility to respond to various, limited-scope, water resource 
problems facing communities throughout the Nation. This program 
has proven to be remarkably successful in providing a quick re-
sponse to serious local problems. These problems range from flood 
control and navigation to bank stabilization and environmental res-
toration. The conferees have provided funds in excess of the budget 
request for virtually all of these accounts. As a general rule, once 
a project has received funds for the initial phases of any of these 
authorities, the project will continue to be funded as long as it 
proves to be environmentally sound, technically feasible, and eco-
nomically justified, as applicable. With this in mind, the conference 
has chosen to limit explicit direction of these project authorities. 

The conferees are aware that there are funding requirements 
for ongoing, continuing authorities projects that may not be accom-
modated within the funds provided for each program. It is not the 
conference’s intent that ongoing projects be terminated. If addi-
tional funds are needed to keep ongoing work in any program on 
schedule, the conference urges the Corps to reprogram the nec-
essary funds. 

Small Flood Control Projects (Section 205).—Funding for the 
Zimber Ditch, Stark County, Ohio project is now provided under 
the Ohio Environmental Infrastructure program. The conference is 
informed that $700,000 in funding was provided for Butler Lake, 
Illinois, in fiscal year 2004, most of which has not been expended, 
and directs that, if true, the Corps of Engineers utilize funding pro-
vided to initiate construction on an expedited basis. 

Tribal Partnership Program.—The conferees acknowledge the 
serious impacts of coastal erosion and flooding due to continued cli-
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mate change in Alaska. The conference expects the Corps to con-
tinue its work in this area and has included a total of $4,000,000, 
of which $2,000,000 is to combat erosion in Alaska. 

A field hearing was held in Anchorage, Alaska on June 29 and 
30, 2004, on the impacts of severe erosion and flooding on Alaska 
Native villages. 

There is no Federal or State agency to coordinate and assist 
these communities in the relocation or in the interim provide pre-
ventative measures to slow the effects of the erosion and flooding. 
The conference finds there is a need for an Alaska erosion baseline 
study to coordinate and plan the appropriate responses and assist-
ance for Alaska villages in the most need and to provide an overall 
assessment on the priority of which villages should receive assist-
ance. Therefore, the conference has provided the $2,000,000 for this 
study. 

In addition, the conferees have also included $150,000 for 
Idaho; $150,000 for Nevada to initiate cultural resource restoration 
on historic Washoe lands; and $150,000 for New Mexico to further 
the tribal assistance efforts by the Corps in these States. 

MISSISSIPPI RIVER AND TRIBUTARIES 

Atchafalaya Basin, Louisiana.—The conference has included 
$1,253,000 for the continued levee enlargement construction work. 

Yazoo Basin, Mississippi, Yazoo Backwater Project (Pumping 
plant and Nonstructural Features), Mississippi.—The conference 
has provided $12,000,000 and directive legislative language to 
maintain the schedule to complete the design, to initiate the pump 
supply contract, and to continue the real estate activities. 

OPERATION AND MAINTENANCE 

Mobile Harbor, Alabama.—The conferees have included an ad-
ditional $1,000,000 to continue the Garrows Bend environmental 
restoration. 

Tennessee—Tombigbee Waterway, Alabama & Mississippi.— 
The conference has included an additional $650,000 to perform ad-
ditional maintenance dredging. Of the funds provided, up to 
$300,000 may be used for aquatic plant control activities. 

Anchorage Harbor, Alaska.—The conferees have included an 
additional $2,000,000 for maintenance dredging of the harbor. 

Chena River Lakes, Alaska.—The conferees have included an 
additional $775,000 for the additional deferred maintenance work 
of the Chena River Lakes project. 

Nome Harbor, Alaska.—The conference has included an addi-
tional $1,000,000 for additional maintenance dredging of the har-
bor. 

Cherry Creek, Chatfield, and Trinidad Lakes, Colorado.—The 
conferees have included an additional $1,549,000 for continued re-
pairs at these three lakes. This action in no way is intended to 
alter the Corps of Engineers’ lease and property accountability poli-
cies. It is the conference’s understanding that the State of Colorado 
has agreed to cost share this project on a 50–50 basis. It is also 
the understanding of the conferees that the Secretary is not to as-
sume, nor share in the future of the operation and maintenance of 
these recreation facilities. Of the funds provided, the Corps is di-

VerDate Aug 04 2004 07:33 Dec 01, 2004 Jkt 096906 PO 00000 Frm 00862 Fmt 6601 Sfmt 6601 E:\HR\OC\HR792.XXX HR792



859 

rected to conduct a reallocation study for Chatfield Reservoir 
project. 

Intracoastal Waterway, Delaware River to Chesapeake Bay, 
Delaware and Maryland.—The conference recommendation in-
cludes $14,400,000 for this project. Within the funds provided, 
$500,000 is included for maintenance costs of the SR–1 Bridge and 
$100,000 for plans and specifications for the Summit Bridge ap-
proaches. 

Apalachiacola, Chattahoochee and Flint Rivers, Georgia, Ala-
bama, and Florida.—The conference has included an additional 
$5,231,000, which includes annual dredging of the river channel, 
annual operations and maintenance of the George W. Andrews 
Lock, spot dredging of shoals, continuation of slough mouth res-
toration, and routine operations and maintenance of the project. 

Dworshak Dam and Reservoir, Idaho.—The conferees have in-
cluded an additional $500,000 for site improvements and environ-
mental compliance efforts. 

Snake River Dredging, Idaho, Oregon, and Washington.—The 
conferees have recommended $250,000 for dredging completion of 
the Programmatic Dredged Material Management Plan/Supple-
mental Environmental Impact Statement and for maintenance 
dredging on the Snake River. 

Ohio River Locks and Dams, Kentucky, Illinois, Indiana, and 
Ohio. Within the funds provided, the Corps of Engineers is directed 
to utilize up to $2,500,000 in cooperation with Operation Respond, 
a non-profit organization, to implement a demonstration project col-
lecting and integrating imagery of a selected segment of the Ohio 
Basin, gathering data from Federal and non-Federal interests, de-
veloping and testing software primarily for the use of emergency 
responders, and for stabilization measures for the Emery Lane 
bank failure at Indianapolis, Indiana. 

Wolf Creek Dam, Lake Cumberland, Kentucky.—Additional 
funding includes $500,000 for parking improvements at Lee’s Ford 
Marina, as well as additional funding for powerhouse-related re-
pairs. 

Mississippi River Between Missouri River and Minneapolis 
(MVR Portion), Illinois.—The conference recommendation includes 
$43,473,000. Within the funds provided, $1,000,000 is for continu-
ation of the rehab of Lock and Dam 11. 

Delaware River, Philadelphia to the Sea, New Jersey, Pennsyl-
vania, and Delaware.—The conferees have included an additional 
$1,450,000 for completion of the Pea Patch Island project. 

Council Grove Lake, Kansas.—The conference has included ad-
ditional funding for the repair and upgrade of public use facilities. 

Wilson Lake, Kansas.—The conference has provided additional 
funding for the Corps to conduct a reallocation study. 

Barren River Lake, Kentucky.—The conferees have provided 
additional funding for the repair and upgrade of public use facili-
ties. 

J. Bennett Johnston Waterway, Louisiana.—The conference has 
included additional funding for bank stabilization repairs, dredging 
entrances to oxbow lakes, routine operation and maintenance ac-
tivities, annual dredging requirements, and backlog maintenance. 
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Fort Peck Dam, Montana.—The conferees have included addi-
tional funds to complete the on-going construction work related to 
the site. 

Cochiti Lake, New Mexico.—The conferees have provided addi-
tional funds for the continuation of studies that were initiated in 
fiscal year 2004, which include the proposed operational changes 
and gate automation and to begin the relocation of the Al Black 
area. 

Garrison Dam and Lake Sakakawea, North Dakota.—The con-
ference has provided additional funds for mosquito control and for 
deferred maintenance activities. The conference is aware that low 
lake levels on Lake Sakakawea, North Dakota have made the cur-
rent marina located at Fort Stevenson unusable and expects the 
Army Corps to use funds within this account to relocate this ma-
rina to Garrison Bay. 

Norfolk Harbor, Craney Island, Virginia.—The conference has 
provided additional funds in order to raise the containment dikes 
to provide the capacity needed for the Norfolk Harbor Deepening 
project. 

Connecticut River Flood Control Dams, Vermont.—$250,000 
has been provided for fish passage facilities at these projects. 

Columbia & Lower Willamette River Below Vancouver, Wash-
ington and Portland, Oregon.—The conference recommendation in-
cludes $250,000 for the Astoria Boat Basin. 

Regional Sediment Management Demonstration Program.—The 
conferees have provided $2,500,000 for this program. Within the 
funds provided, $500,000 is for the southeast coast of Oahu, Hawaii 
and $1,000,000 is for the Littoral Drift Restoration Program, Wash-
ington. 

FORMERLY UTILIZED SITES REMEDIAL ACTION PROGRAM (FUSRAP) 

The conferees provide $165,000,000 for the Formerly Utilized 
Sites Remedial Action Program (FUSRAP). The additional funds 
are to be used to accelerate cleanup of existing FUSRAP sites and 
to address potential new sites that may qualify as eligible FUSRAP 
sites, such as the former Sylvania nuclear fuel site located in 
Hicksville, New York. 

OFFICE OF THE ASSISTANT SECRETARY OF THE ARMY (CIVIL WORKS) 

The conferees provide $4,000,000 for the salaries and expenses 
of the Office of the Assistant Secretary of the Army (Civil Works). 
This office had previously been funded under the Operation and 
Maintenance, Army, appropriation. 

GENERAL PROVISIONS—CORPS OF ENGINEERS 

Sec. 101. The conference report includes language regarding 
credits and reimbursements. 

Sec. 102. The conference report includes language regarding 
Tuscarawas County, Ohio. 

Sec. 103. The conference report includes language about divest-
ing civil works functions. 

Sec. 104. The conference report includes language regarding 
Alamagordo, New Mexico. 
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Sec. 105. The conference report includes language regarding 
Stark County, Ohio. 

Sec. 106. The conference report includes language regarding 
the St. Georges Bridge in Delaware. 

Sec. 107. The conference report includes language regarding 
Lake Cumberland, Kentucky. 

Sec. 108. The conference report includes language regarding 
the Lake Tahoe Basin in California and Nevada. 

Sec. 109. The conference report includes language regarding 
the Lake Tahoe Watershed in California and Nevada. 

Sec. 110. The conference report includes language regarding 
the Prado Dam in California. 

Sec. 111. The conference report includes language regarding 
the Black Warrior-Tombigbee Rivers in Alabama. 

Sec. 112 and Sec. 113. The conference report includes language 
regarding the submittal of Chief of Engineers reports. 

Sec. 114. The conference report includes language regarding 
coastal wetlands conservation funding. 

Sec. 115. The conference report includes language regarding 
Lake Sakakawea in North Dakota. 

Sec. 116. The conference report includes language regarding 
Central City in Fort Worth, Texas. 

Sec. 117. The conference report includes language regarding 
Alaska erosion. 

Sec. 118. The conference report includes language regarding 
Cook Inlet, Alaska. 

Sec. 119. The conference report includes language regarding 
Northern Wisconsin. 

Sec. 120. The conference report includes language regarding 
St. Croix Falls, Wisconsin. 

Sec. 121. The conference report includes language regarding 
Burns Harbor, Indiana. 

Sec. 122. The conference report includes language regarding 
Duck River, Alabama. 

Sec. 123. The conference report includes language regarding 
Yakutat, Alaska. 
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TITLE II—DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

CENTRAL UTAH PROJECT COMPLETION ACCOUNT 

The conference agreement includes $48,009,000 for fiscal year 
2005 to carry out the provisions of the Central Utah Project Com-
pletion Act. An appropriation of $30,806,000 has been provided for 
Central Utah project construction; $15,469,000 for fish, wildlife, 
and recreation, mitigation and conservation. The conference rec-
ommendation provides $1,734,000 for program administration and 
oversight. 

BUREAU OF RECLAMATION 

WATER AND RELATED RESOURCES 

An appropriation of $859,481,000 is provided by the conferees 
for Water and Related Resources. 

BUILDING AND SITE SECURITY 

Security Costs and Allocations.—Following the attacks on Sep-
tember 11, 2001, the Bureau of Reclamation strengthened security 
at Federal dams and similar facilities and has undertaken but not 
completed extensive risk assessments for over 400 units throughout 
the West. Many of these are multi-purpose facilities providing flood 
control, water storage for contract irrigators, municipal and indus-
trial water supplies, power generation, recreation and environ-
mental mitigation benefits. The conference understands that begin-
ning in fiscal year 2005, Reclamation will no longer make a distinc-
tion between pre-September 11, 2001, security costs and post-Sep-
tember 11, 2001, security costs. The conference recognizes that the 
security posture of Reclamation will likely not approach pre-Sep-
tember 11, 2001, levels for many years, if ever. The conference rec-
ognizes that project beneficiaries benefit from this enhanced secu-
rity. However, the conference remains concerned about the 
reimbursability of increased security costs for Reclamation projects. 
Therefore, Reclamation shall provide a report to the conference, no 
later than, May 1, 2005, with a breakout of planned reimbursable 
and non-reimbursable security costs by project, by region. The con-
ference directs the Commissioner not to begin the reimbursement 
process until the Congress provides direct instruction to do so. 

Within the funds provided for the Central Valley Project, Colo-
rado Front Work and Levee System, AZ. The conference has in-
cluded additional funds to continue activities for water manage-
ment reservoirs to be constructed along the All American Canal. 

Central Valley Project.—A total of $7,500,000 has been pro-
vided under various divisions of the Central Valley Project in sup-
port of the California Bay-Delta Restoration. A description of the 
activities for which funds have been added follows. 

CENTRAL VALLEY PROJECT 

ENVIRONMENTAL WATER ACCOUNT 

Miscellaneous Project Programs.—$1,000,000 is provided to ac-
quire water and groundwater storage. 
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PLANNING AND MANAGEMENT ACTIVITIES 

Delta Division Oversight.—$500,000 is provided to continue co-
ordination, administration, planning, performance tracking and 
science activities in coordination with CALFED Program Imple-
mentation Plan. 

STORAGE 

Delta Division.—$1,000,000 is provided for Reclamation to con-
tinue participating in planning and study activities associated with 
enlarging Los Vaqueros reservoir. 

Sacramento River Division.—$1,000,000 is provided to continue 
planning and study activities for Sites reservoir. 

Shasta Division.—$1,000,000 is provided to continue evalu-
ating the potential impacts of the proposed Shasta raise. 

CONVEYANCE 

Delta Division.—$1,000,000 is provided for the Tracy Test Fish 
facility. 

Miscellaneous Project Programs.—$1,000,000 is provided for 
the continuation of feasibility levels studies and technical assist-
ance to the State of California; $1,000,000 for the Bureau for the 
administration of storage, conveyance, water use efficiency, eco-
system restoration, science and water transfer. 

Central Valley Project, Friant Division, California.—The con-
ferees have provided an additional $1,000,000 for the Bureau of 
Reclamation to continue the Upper San Joaquin River Basin Stor-
age investigation. 

Middle Rio Grande Project, New Mexico.—The conferees are 
pleased with the increased progress of on-the-ground activities re-
sulting from implementation of the Executive Committee of the En-
dangered Species Collaborative program. Of the total $6,150,000 
provided for this effort, the Bureau of Reclamation is to fund the 
following activities: $2,000,000 for habitat restoration; $275,000 for 
water and minnow management improvement; $2,000,000 for 
water acquisition; $500,000 for science and monitoring; $750,000 
for biological opinion monitoring; and $625,000 for program man-
agement. Prior to obligation of funds, the Bureau is to submit the 
funding levels for each category, accompanied by a detailed spend-
ing plan, to the House and Senate Appropriations Committees for 
approval. The Bureau will also submit to the Committees, concur-
rent with the President’s funding request to Congress, a detailed 
spending plan for the 2006 fiscal year. The cost-share requirements 
for this program remain 75 percent Federal/25 percent non-Fed-
eral. Within the funds provided, the Bureau is directed to begin 
work on the models for the Silvery Minnow sanctuary. 

Middle Rio Grande Project, Middle Rio Grande Levees, New 
Mexico.—The conference has provided an additional $5,000,000 for 
the continued repair of the Middle Rio Grande levees, on which 
work began in fiscal year 2003. 

San Juan River Basin Investigations Program, New Mexico.— 
The conference has included additional funds for the Commissioner 
to begin the evaluation and initial work regarding the San Juan 
Chama, New Mexico, title transfer. 
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Oklahoma Investigations Project, Oklahoma.—The conferees 
have provided additional funds for the Bureau of Reclamation to 
continue studying ways to improve management of the Arbuckle- 
Simpson aquifer. 

Klamath Project, Oregon and California.—The conferees rec-
ommend additional funds for the Klamath Project water bank pro-
gram. From within available funds, the conferees direct that up to 
$1,000,000 be used for water quality multi-probe and flow measure-
ment instrumentation. 

Mni Wiconi Project, South Dakota.—The conference agreement 
provides $25,282,000 for this project. Within the funds provided, up 
to $160,000 may be used to replace water trucks for the Oglala 
Sioux Tribe. Reclamation and its tribal partners are cautioned that 
these water trucks should only be used for supplying water on a 
temporary short term critical need basis to areas that are part of 
the authorized Mni Wiconi project but are not yet served by the 
project. As more of the project is completed, the conference expects 
this water hauling operation to diminish. The Rosebud Sioux Rural 
Water System is authorized to utilize funds provided for the oper-
ation and maintenance of the Mni Wiconi Rural Water Project to 
contract with the town of White River to deliver water to tribal 
members located in White River, SD. 

Washington State Investigations Program, Washington.—The 
conference has included additional funds for studies of the West 
Canal reach through Ephrata and for appraisal of the Odessa Sub-
aquifer. 

Departmental Irrigation Drainage Program.—The conferees 
have included additional funds for the Uncompahgre, Colorado se-
lenium project. 

Drought Emergency Assistance Program.—The conferees have 
provided additional funds for drought assistance and urge the 
agency to provide full and fair consideration of the request for 
drought assistance from the State of Hawaii. The conferees are 
aware of the impacts of the significant drought which has lasted 
several years in the West, and has provided $50,000 for drought as-
sistance in an effort to mitigate some effects of the drought. Of the 
total funds provided, $250,000 is for Espanola, New Mexico and 
$200,000 is for Chimayo, New Mexico. 

Water 2025.—The dire drought the West is currently experi-
encing, combined with an unprecedented number of water users 
and endangered species and related requirements, make water use 
efficiencies more critical than ever. The conference has provided 
$19,500,000 for this initiative proposed by the administration. The 
reduction does not reflect the conference’s strong support for this 
effort. The initiative is an effort to enhance efficiency and perform-
ance in water and power delivery. Ultimately, the conference be-
lieves that the initiative, if successfully carried out, will result in 
enhanced efficiency in the operation of Reclamation programs and 
projects. Of the funds provided $2,000,000 is for the Desert Re-
search Institute to address water quality and environmental issues 
in ways that will bring industry and regulators to mutually accept-
able answers. The conference believes that the water resource and 
efficiency issues, combined with the drought and endangered spe-
cies listings, make the Rio Grande River in New Mexico the embod-
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iment of the Water 2025 initiative. Therefore, the conference has 
included $1,750,000 to provide for continued efficiency and water 
improvements related to the Middle Rio Grande Conservancy dis-
trict, including a system evaluation, siphons, flow measurement 
gages, gates and the automation of diversions. 

In addition, the conference has included $1,000,000 for work 
related to the Aamodt water rights settlement efforts. 

The conference strongly encourages the Bureau to consider pro-
viding funding to the Rural Water Technology Alliance to imple-
ment low-cost remote sensing technologies and water conservation 
technologies in the West. The conferees have also provided addi-
tional funds for the Bureau of Reclamation to continue its success-
ful alliance with the International Center for Water Resources 
Management at Central State University in Ohio, the Ohio View 
Consortium, and Colorado State University, for the development of 
advanced remote sensing technologies for use in operational deci-
sionmaking to deal with the current drought conditions and with 
future constraining events. The conferees are also aware of the se-
rious water shortage issues in Central Texas. There is significant 
potential to address these issues if salinity problems in the Lake 
Whitney watershed could be ameliorated. The Bureau is encour-
aged to work with local and State officials as well as researchers 
at Baylor University to address these problems. 

Science and Technology, Desalination Research and Develop-
ment Program.—The conferees have provided additional funds for 
desalination efforts for research and development of new, advanced 
technologies to create new additional water supplies using desali-
nation and related technologies. The Commissioner is directed to 
assess the potential use of advanced water treatment technologies 
as a resource to create new net water supplies and to evaluate 
project benefits, economic values and environmental effects. Fur-
ther, the Commissioner should identify resource needs that can be 
met through these technologies and inter-party transfers, and to 
identify obstacles to be overcome (physical, financial, institutional, 
and regulatory). In using the funds provided, the Bureau shall pay 
particular attention to research and development of shallow well 
pretreatment, brine disposal and recycling, micro-filtration and 
ultra-filtration, and water conditioning. Further, the conference 
continues to urge the Bureau of Reclamation to place a higher pri-
ority on desalination activities in future budgets given the impor-
tance of sustainable water supplies to the West and to other re-
gions of the country. Of the funds provided, $3,500,000 is for the 
continuation of the project in Tularosa, New Mexico. The con-
ference notes that, with regard to the Tularosa Basin National De-
salination Research Center, section 7 of the Water Desalination Act 
of 1996 does not apply to the project because it is a joint Federal 
effort. 

The conference has also included $3,000,000 in additional 
funding for the WateReuse Foundation. These funds shall be avail-
able to support the Foundation’s research priorities. 

Wetlands Development.—The conferees have provided $500,000 
for the Bureau of Reclamation to continue work on the East Wet-
lands Restoration project in Yuma, Arizona. 
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Title XVI, Water Reclamation and Reuse Program.—The con-
ference agreement provides $1,655,000 for the Title XVI Water Rec-
lamation and Reuse Program. Of this, $125,000 is provided for the 
Bureau to work with the Mission Springs, California, Water Dis-
trict to evaluate further the possibilities of using recycled water for 
groundwater recharge or other non-potable uses. 

Water Management and Conservation Program.—Within the 
funds provided, the conferees direct that $700,000 be used to con-
tinue urban water conservation programs within the service area 
of the Metropolitan Water District of Southern California and 
$200,000 for the Bureau to continue a cost shared, industrial recir-
culation water efficiency effort related to recirculating water use by 
industries in Southern California to conserve water. 

CENTRAL VALLEY PROJECT RESTORATION FUND 

The conference agreement provides $54,695,000 for the Central 
Valley Project Restoration Fund. 

POLICY AND ADMINISTRATION 

The conference agreement provides $58,153,000 for general ad-
ministrative expenses. The conferees expect the Bureau of Rec-
lamation to continue to observe underfinancing guidance provided 
in the fiscal year 2004 Energy and Water Appropriations Act. 

GENERAL PROVISIONS—DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

Sec. 201. The conference report includes language regarding 
Kesterson Reservoir in California. 

Sec. 202. The conference report includes language regarding 
the purchase or lease of water in New Mexico. 

Sec. 203. The conference report includes language regarding 
the Lower Colorado River Basin Development. 

Sec. 204. The conference report includes language regarding 
Drought Emergency Assistance. 

Sec. 205. The conference report includes language regarding 
the San Juan Chama Project in New Mexico. 

Sec. 206. The conference report includes language regarding 
Water 2025. 

Sec. 207. The conference report includes language regarding 
the Animas La Plata project. 

Sec. 208. The conference report includes language regarding 
Montana water contract extensions. 
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TITLE III—DEPARTMENT OF ENERGY 

The summary tables at the end of this title set forth the con-
ference agreement with respect to the individual appropriations, 
programs, and activities of the Department of Energy. Additional 
items of conference agreement are discussed below. 

CONGRESSIONAL DIRECTION 

The conferees support the House language requiring the Sec-
retary to submit to the House and Senate Committees on Appro-
priations, Subcommittee on Energy and Water Development, a 
quarterly report on the status of all projects, reports, fund trans-
fers, and other actions directed in the House bill and report for the 
Energy and Water Development Appropriations Act for Fiscal Year 
2005, and in this conference agreement. 

FIVE-YEAR BUDGET PLANNING 

The conferees agree with the House language regarding five- 
year budget planning. 

NON-NNSA WORK AT NNSA FACILITIES 

Within 90 days of enactment, the conferees direct the Sec-
retary, working with the Administrator of the National Nuclear Se-
curity Administration (NNSA), to put in place written procedures 
for work taskings originating from non-NNSA program offices in 
DOE to NNSA laboratories that are consistent with the constraints 
of Section 3213 of Public Law 106–65, as subsequently modified by 
Section 3157 of Public Law 106–398, and follow the chain of com-
mand (i.e., through the Secretary of Energy and the Administrator 
of the NNSA to the NNSA field elements) that is clearly specified 
in those statutes. 

LABORATORY DIRECTED RESEARCH AND DEVELOPMENT (LDRD) 

The conferees recognize the value of conducting discretionary 
research at DOE’s national laboratories. Such research provides 
valuable benefits to the Department and to other Federal agencies, 
and is useful for attracting and retaining scientific talent. 

However, the conferees continue to have serious reservations 
about the financial execution of this program, specifically with how 
the Department’s laboratories levy the LDRD ‘‘tax’’ on work being 
performed for other agencies (Work for Others). The conferees 
agree with the concerns detailed in the House report dealing with 
LDRD and work for others. Beginning with the enactment of this 
appropriation, DOE shall not advance funds for LDRD based upon 
work for others, but only provide the LDRD funds to the labs once 
the Department has received the fund transfers from other agen-
cies to pay for the work. 

REPROGRAMMING GUIDELINES 

The conferees require the Department to inform the House and 
Senate Committees on Appropriations promptly and fully when a 
change in program execution or funding is required during the fis-
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cal year. A reprogramming includes the reallocation of funds from 
one activity to another within an appropriation, or any significant 
departure from a program, project, or activity described in the 
agency’s budget justification as presented to and approved by Con-
gress. For construction projects, a reprogramming constitutes the 
reallocation of funds from one construction project identified in the 
justifications to another project or a significant change in the scope 
of an approved project. 

A reprogramming should be made only when an unforeseen sit-
uation arises, and then only if delay of the project or the activity 
until the next appropriations year would result in a detrimental 
impact to an agency program or priority. The Department should 
not submit reprogrammings in the fourth quarter of the fiscal year 
unless necessitated by an unforeseeable change in external cir-
cumstances. Reprogrammings may also be considered if the Depart-
ment can show that significant cost savings can accrue by increas-
ing funding for an activity. Mere convenience or desire should not 
be factors for consideration. 

Reprogrammings should not be employed to initiate new pro-
grams or to change program, project, or activity allocations specifi-
cally denied, limited, or increased by Congress in the Act or report. 
In cases where unforeseen events or conditions are deemed to re-
quire such changes, proposals shall be submitted in advance to the 
Committees and be fully explained and justified. 

The conferees have not provided statutory language to define 
the reprogramming guidelines, but do expect the Department to fol-
low the spirit and the letter of the guidance provided in this report. 
The Committees have not provided the Department with any inter-
nal reprogramming flexibility in fiscal year 2005, unless specifically 
identified in the House or conference reports. Any reallocation of 
new or prior year budget authority or prior year deobligations must 
be submitted to the Committees in writing and may not be imple-
mented prior to approval by the Committees on Appropriations. 

REDUCTIONS NECESSARY TO ACCOMMODATE SPECIFIC PROGRAM 
DIRECTIONS 

The Department is directed to provide a report to the House 
and Senate Committees on Appropriations by March 30, 2005, on 
the actual application of any general reductions of funding or appli-
cations of prior year balances contained in this conference agree-
ment. Such reductions are to be applied proportionately against 
each program, project, or activity. If necessary, the Department 
must submit a reprogramming to reallocate funds if the propor-
tional reduction unduly impacts a specific program, project, or ac-
tivity. 

SMALL BUSINESS PROCUREMENTS 

The conferees are concerned that the Department of Energy’s 
current efforts at breaking out procurement requirements for small 
business contracts do not represent a systematic approach for con-
sideration of small business statutory goals together with other le-
gitimate acquisition objectives. The conference report includes stat-
utory language (General Provisions 312 and 313) requiring the De-
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partment to undertake such a systematic approach by utilizing the 
appropriate consultative process set forth in the Federal Acquisi-
tion Regulation. 

ENERGY SUPPLY 

The conference agreement provides $946,272,000 for Energy 
Supply. 

RENEWABLE ENERGY RESOURCES 

The conference agreement provides $389,063,000 for renewable 
energy resources. As in fiscal year 2004, funds for renewable en-
ergy resources shall remain available until expended. The conferees 
provide $5,000,000 for the National Center on Energy Management 
and Building Technologies and direct that this project shall be sub-
ject to the cost sharing requirements of a research project rather 
than a demonstration project. 

Biomass/biofuels.—The conference agreement includes 
$82,147,000 for biomass and biorefinery systems research and de-
velopment. The conference agreement includes $500,000 for the 
Oxydiesel demonstration program in California and Nevada; 
$500,000 for a biorefinery at the Louisiana State University Agri-
cultural Center; $500,000 for the ThermoEnergy research project at 
the University of Nevada-Reno; $500,000 for the Vermont Biomass 
Energy Center; $500,000 for the Vermont Biofuels Initiative; 
$500,000 for the National Ag-Based Industrial Lubricants Center 
at the University of Northern Iowa; $500,000 for the Chariton Val-
ley Biomass Project; $250,000 for the Eastern Nevada Landscape 
Coalition for biomass restoration and science-based restoration; 
$250,000 for the City of Wells, Nevada, Recycling for Energy Con-
servation Project; $1,000,000 for the Center for Biomass Utilization 
at the University of North Dakota; $500,000 for the Livingston Par-
ish Alternative Fuel Plant Construction; $3,000,000 for the Consor-
tium for Plant Biotechnology Research (CPBR); $200,000 for the 
Alaska Wood Biomass project; $3,000,000 for the Mississippi Tech-
nology Alliance Alternative Energy Enterprise Program; $1,500,000 
for the Mississippi State University Biodiesel from Feedstocks 
project; $2,000,000 for the Kentucky Rural Energy Supply program; 
$1,500,000 to the South-Eastern and North-Central Regional Sun 
Grant Centers for purposes as authorized in H.R. 2673, the Con-
solidated Appropriations Act, 2004, which amended Title IX of the 
Farm Security and Rural Investment Act of 2002, for research, ex-
tension, and educational programs on biobased energy technologies 
and products; $500,000 for the Purdue-Midwest Consortium for 
Sustainable Biofuels; $1,000,000 for the Texas A&M Renewable 
Energy from Animal Biowaste project; $1,500,000 for the Biotech- 
to-Ethanol Project; $2,000,000 for the National Biofuel Energy Lab-
oratory; $1,000,000 for the Research Triangle Biomass project in 
North Carolina; $2,000,000 for sugar-based ethanol biorefinery at 
Louisiana State University; $200,000 for the SUNY-Morrisville an-
aerobic digester project; $3,000,000 through NREL for demonstra-
tion for a small-scale biomass system (BioMax); $1,000,000 for re-
search on anaerobic digestion by the Ohio Agricultural Research 
Development Center in cooperation with the City of Wooster. The 
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conference agreement provides $500,000 for alternative fuel source 
study in Alabama, $1,500,000 is provided for a biorefinery and hy-
drogen fuel cell research in Georgia. 

The conferees believe that the Regional Biomass Energy Pro-
gram (RBEP) has been a successful partnership and provide 
$4,000,000 for product development and State and Regional part-
nership activities. 

Geothermal.—The conference agreement includes $25,800,000 
for geothermal activities, the same as the budget request. 
Geopowering the West is funded at current year levels. The De-
partment is directed to maintain funding for university research at 
the fiscal year 2004 funding level. The conference agreement in-
cludes $500,000 for the Full Circle Project in Lake County, Cali-
fornia; $1,000,000 for geothermal research at the University of Ne-
vada-Reno; $500,000 for the Tuscarora Geothermal Project; 
$300,000 for the Klamath and Lake Counties Geothermal-Agricul-
tural Industrial Park in Oregon; $750,000 for the Geothermal Mill 
Redevelopment project in Massachusetts; and $196,000 for the Uni-
versity of Texas Permian Basin Center for Energy and Economic 
Diversification for geothermal research. 

Hydrogen.—The conference agreement includes $95,325,000 for 
hydrogen activities. No funds are provided for the proposed effort 
on hydrogen education as these efforts are premature. The con-
ference agreement includes $2,000,000 for the Fuel Cell Mine Load-
er and Prototype Locomotive; $1,000,000 for the Hawaii Hydrogen 
Center for Development and Deployment of Distributed Energy 
Systems; $5,000,000 for the University of Nevada-Las Vegas re-
newable hydrogen fueling station system; $3,000,000 for the Uni-
versity of Nevada-Las Vegas for hydrogen storage and fuel cells; 
$100,000 for the Zero Emission Bus Demonstration Program Eval-
uation; $1,000,000 for the hydrogen fuel cell project for the Re-
gional Transportation Commission of Washoe County, Nevada; 
$1,100,000 for the Ohio Distributed Hydrogen Project; $2,000,000 
for the Hydrogen Regional Infrastructure Program; $2,000,000 for 
the University of South Carolina Clean Energy Research program; 
$1,000,000 for the University of Toledo/Bowling Green Fuel Cell 
Research project; $5,000,000 for the California Hydrogen Infra-
structure Project, including $1,000,000 for validation efforts within 
the Lake Tahoe basin; $500,000 for Startech plasma conversion 
technology; $3,000,000 for fuel cell research at the University of 
South Florida; $3,000,000 for the Edison Materials Technology 
Center to develop improved materials to support the hydrogen 
economy; and $2,000,000 for the Florida Hydrogen Initiative; 
$5,000,000 should be used to support a competitive solicitation for 
solid oxide fuel cell research under a cost-shared program to look 
at the application of solid oxide electrochemical technology for co- 
production of hydrogen and electricity and also for storage of elec-
tricity through closed and open system regenerative fuel cells. 

The conferees strongly support the FreedomCar and Hydrogen 
Fuel initiatives. 

Hydropower.—The conference agreement provides $5,000,000 
for hydropower. As directed previously, the Department should 
focus its efforts on completing a limited program of testing and 
demonstration of new turbine technologies and then transfer these 
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technologies to other Federal agencies and private sector firms for 
deployment. The proposed increase for advanced hydropower tech-
nology should be funded by the agencies that own and operate the 
Federal hydropower facilities, not by the Department of Energy. 

Solar Energy.—The conference agreement includes $86,533,000 
for solar energy programs. As in prior fiscal years, the conferees 
have combined the concentrating solar power, photovoltaic energy 
systems, and solar building technology subprograms into a single 
program for solar energy, with the control level at the solar energy 
program account level. The Southeast and Southwest photovoltaic 
stations are to be funded at current year levels and the conferees 
direct the Department to continue to support the public-private 
Million Solar Roofs program. The conferees include $6,000,000 from 
within available funds for concentrating solar power. The con-
ference agreement includes $200,000 for Photovoltaic panels for the 
Mark Twain House and Museum; $750,000 for the Solar Tech-
nology Center at the University of Nevada-Las Vegas; $1,500,000 
for Photonics Research and Development at the University of Ne-
vada-Las Vegas; $4,500,000 for the evaluation of solar-powered 
thermo-chemical production of hydrogen for the University of Ne-
vada-Las Vegas; $400,000 for the University of Louisville Sustain-
able Buildings project; $1,500,000 for the Conductive Coatings for 
Solar Cells project; and $250,000 for the Town of Yucca Valley 
solar energy project (CA). 

Wind.—The conference agreement includes $41,600,000 for 
wind programs. The conference agreement includes $500,000 for 
the North Dakota Hydrogen Wind Pilot Project; $500,000 for the 
Great Plains Wind Energy Transmission Development Project; 
$1,500,000 for the Alaska Wind Energy project; $500,000 for the 
Renewable Energy for Rural Economic Development Program, 
Utah State University (UT); $500,000 for the Iowa Lakes Commu-
nity College wind turbine project; and $525,000 for the St. Francis 
University (PA) wind farm project. 

Intergovernmental Activities.—The conference agreement in-
cludes $17,000,000 for renewable support and implementation. This 
amount includes $6,500,000 for the international renewable energy 
program, including $2,000,000 for the International Utility Elec-
tricity Partnership (IUEP), $5,500,000 for tribal energy, and 
$5,000,000 for the Renewable Energy Production Incentive (REPI). 
The conference agreement includes $1,000,000 for the Pyramid 
Lake Paiute Tribe Renewable Energy Park; $1,000,000 for the 
Council of Renewable Energy Resource Tribes (CERT); and 
$600,000 for the Clean Energy Technology Exports (CETE) initia-
tive. The funds for CETE are provided to the Office of International 
Energy Market Development in the Department of Energy to carry 
out a program in support of the multi-Agency Clean Energy Tech-
nology Exports Initiative. 

Renewable Support and Implementation.—The conference 
agreement provides $4,967,000, including $1,967,000 for depart-
mental energy management and $3,000,000 to continue the efforts 
of the National Renewable Energy Laboratory (NREL) to develop 
renewable energy resources uniquely suited to the Southwestern 
United States through its virtual site office in Nevada. 
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National Climate Change Technology Initiative.—The conferees 
provide no funds for this initiative. 

Facilities and Infrastructure.—The conference agreement pro-
vides the requested amount of $4,800,000 for the National Renew-
able Energy Laboratory (NREL) and includes an additional 
$6,680,000 for construction of the new Science and Technology fa-
cility at NREL (project 02–E–001). 

Program Direction.—The conference agreement includes 
$19,211,000 for program direction. 

ELECTRICITY TRANSMISSION AND DISTRIBUTION 

The conference agreement provides $121,155,000 for Electricity 
Transmission and Distribution. The conference agreement includes 
$5,000,000 to accelerate the operation of the national SCADA 
testbed at the Idaho National Laboratory. The conferees provide 
$5,500,000 for the GridWorks initiative and $6,500,000 for the 
GridWise initiative, which includes an additional $1,500,000 in 
GridWise for the Northwest Regional Demonstration project. The 
conference agreement includes: $750,000 for the Electric Utility 
Transmission and Distribution Line Engineering Project; $325,000 
for the Pacific Northwest Bi-National Regional Energy Planning 
Initiative (AK); $3,000,000 for the Western Environmental Tech-
nology Office; $2,000,000 for the University of Missouri at Rolla 
electric transmission program; $1,000,000 for the Smart Energy 
Management Control Systems project in Alabama; $1,500,000 for 
the Northwest Indiana Electric Infrastructure project; $1,500,000 
for the University of Notre Dame for research on ionic fluids for 
power distribution; $1,500,000 for the Center for Grid Moderniza-
tion (PA); $1,000,000 for the Large Scale Energy Center in Michi-
gan; $750,000 for research on advanced ceramic engines and mate-
rials for energy applications; $1,000,000 for the National Center for 
Reliable Electric Power Transmission to develop high power silicon- 
carbide based power electronics systems (AR); $2,000,000 to con-
tinue development of the bi-polar Ni-Mh wafer cell battery storage 
system; $1,500,000 for the Iowa Stored Energy Plant using an un-
derground aquifer; $2,000,000 for research, development, and dem-
onstration of advanced thermal energy storage technology inte-
grated with renewable thermal energy technology; $5,000,000 for a 
Florida state-wide university research initiative on electric power 
infrastructure and security; $3,000,000 for research into lead car-
bon acid asymmetric supercapacitors; and $400,000 for Dine Power 
in New Mexico. The conference agreement provides $500,000 for al-
ternative fuel source study in Alabama. 

The conference agreement includes $10,500,000 for the Na-
tional Energy Technology Laboratory (NETL) for energy assurance 
technology and electric grid modeling activities, including 
$3,000,000 for program direction, travel, and other related direct 
and indirect expenses. An additional $5,000,000 shall be for NETL 
to continue the planning, design, and construction of an energy in-
formation training facility at Camp Dawson. An additional 
$4,000,000 shall be available to continue physical improvements at 
the facility. 

The conferees agree that the Office of Energy Assurance should 
be closed and that the functions of that office should be merged 
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with the functions of the Office of Electricity Transmission and Dis-
tribution. 

NUCLEAR ENERGY 

The conference agreement provides a total of $513,271,000 for 
Nuclear Energy. The Office of Nuclear Energy, Science and Tech-
nology is the lead office with landlord responsibilities for the Idaho 
site. Because this site provides considerable support to defense ac-
tivities and naval nuclear reactors, $114,347,000 of costs are allo-
cated to other defense activities and $10,000,000 is allocated to 
Naval Reactors. Both programs are in the 050 budget function. 

The conferees commend the State of South Carolina for re-
cently creating one of the first new graduate nuclear engineering 
programs in the last 20 years. The conferees provide $1,500,000 
from available funds to support this effort. The conferees also sup-
port the efforts of the University of Nevada-Las Vegas to launch a 
graduate nuclear engineering program and instruct the Depart-
ment to support this worthy effort. 

University reactor fuel assistance and support.—The conference 
agreement includes $24,000,000. 

Research and development.—The conference agreement pro-
vides $172,000,000 for nuclear energy research and development 
activities. The conference agreement includes $2,500,000 for nu-
clear energy plant optimization (NEPO) to address the effects of 
aging on material in nuclear plants, $2,500,000 for the nuclear en-
ergy research initiative (NERI), $50,000,000 for Nuclear Power 
2010, $40,000,000 for the Generation IV nuclear energy systems 
initiative, $9,000,000 for the nuclear hydrogen initiative, and 
$68,000,000 for the Advanced Fuel Cycle Initiative (AFCI). These 
NERI funds are in addition to funds included in the request for 
other nuclear research and development items. 

For Nuclear Power 2010, the conferees direct the Department 
to focus the resources on the demonstration of the regulatory li-
censing processes of 10 CFR Part 52 for early site permits, design 
certifications, and combined construction and operating licenses. 
This is to be cost-shared with industrial and governmental entities. 

Within the funding for Generation IV, the conferees direct that 
$25,000,000 be used for the Next Generation Nuclear Plant 
(NGNP) project. The conferees expect the Department to submit a 
budget in fiscal year 2006 that is consistent with the goal of dem-
onstrating hydrogen production and electricity generation by 2015 
at the Idaho National Laboratory. 

Within the Nuclear Hydrogen Initiative, the conferees provide 
$4,000,000 to the UNLV Research Foundation to continue research 
and development of high temperature heat exchangers and chem-
ical processing equipment to permit demonstration of nuclear-pow-
ered production of hydrogen from water. 

Within the Advanced Fuel Cycle Initiative, the conferees direct 
$7,000,000 to the UNLV Research Foundation for continued re-
search; of this amount, $3,000,000 is provided for collaborative 
studies of ‘‘deep burn’’ fuel cycles in advanced nuclear reactor de-
signs. Also within available funds, $3,000,000 is provided for the 
Idaho Accelerator Center and $7,000,000 is provided to develop a 
Nuclear Energy Materials Test Station at the Los Alamos Neutron 
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Science Center to advance the technology needed to support the 
materials and fuel experiments required by the Advanced Fuel 
Cycle and for the exploration of Generation IV fast neutron spec-
trum systems. 

Radiological Facilities Management.—The Office of Nuclear 
Energy, Science and Technology operates a variety of facilities and 
equipment to support the needs of space, defense, and medical cus-
tomers who obtain radiological materials from the Department of 
Energy on a reimbursable basis. The conference agreement pro-
vides $69,110,000 for this work. 

Space and defense power systems infrastructure.—The con-
ference agreement includes $33,800,000 to maintain the infrastruc-
ture necessary to support future national security needs and Na-
tional Aeronautics and Space Administration missions. 

Medical isotopes infrastructure.—The conference agreement in-
cludes $21,194,000 for the medical isotope program and 
$13,616,000 for construction of facility modifications for U–233 dis-
position at Oak Ridge National Laboratory. 

Idaho Facilities Management.—The conference agreement pro-
vides $121,527,000 for Idaho National Laboratory operations and 
infrastructure. This funding covers activities previously funded sep-
arately in budget lines for ANL-West and INEEL. The conference 
agreement provides the requested amount of $1,523,000 for project 
99–E–200, at the Test Reactor Area. Within available funds, 
$10,000,000 is provided for capital improvements and operational 
upgrades to the Advanced Test Reactor. Of these funds, $8,000,000 
is designated for capital improvements, including the ATR Gas 
Loop and $2,000,000 is provided for operational systems and up-
grades. The conferees provide $5,000,000 for critical infrastructure 
upgrades at Argonne National Laboratory-West. 

Idaho Sitewide Safeguards and Security.—The conference 
agreement provides $58,103,000 for Idaho sitewide safeguards and 
security. 

Spent Nuclear Fuel Management.—The conferees direct the Of-
fice of Nuclear Energy, Science and Technology to assume the re-
sponsibilities that were proposed for transfer to the Office of Civil-
ian Radioactive Waste Management. The conference recommenda-
tion provides the requested amount of funding, $6,723,000. Within 
available funds, $1,500,000 is provided to inspect and repackage 
the spent fuel stored at the Lynchburg Technology Center in Vir-
ginia. 

Program direction.—The conference agreement includes 
$60,285,000 for program direction. 

ENVIRONMENT, SAFETY, AND HEALTH (NON-DEFENSE) 

The conference agreement provides $28,000,000 for non-de-
fense environment, safety and health activities, which includes 
$20,000,000 for program direction. The conference agreement in-
cludes the transfer of $700,000 to the Occupational Health and 
Safety Administration (OSHA) for the costs of OSHA regulation of 
worker health and safety at DOE’s non-nuclear facilities not cov-
ered under the Atomic Energy Act. 
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OFFICE OF LEGACY MANAGEMENT (NON-DEFENSE) 

The conference agreement provides $31,130,000 for the Office 
of Legacy Management, the same as the budget request. 

NON-DEFENSE SITE ACCELERATION COMPLETION 

The conference agreement provides $151,850,000 for Non-De-
fense Site Acceleration. 

2006 Accelerated Completions.—The conference agreement pro-
vides $45,435,000, the same as the budget request. 

2012 Accelerated Completions.—The conference agreement pro-
vides $98,191,000, the same as the budget request. 

2035 Accelerated Completions.—The conference agreement pro-
vides $8,224,000 for 2035 Accelerated Completions. The Conferees’ 
recommendation includes the requested $7,773,000 to accelerate re-
mediation of the former Atlas Mill Site in Moab, Utah. 

NON-DEFENSE ENVIRONMENTAL SERVICES 

The conference agreement provides $291,296,000 for non-de-
fense environmental services. 

Community and regulatory support.—The conference agree-
ment provides $90,000, the same as the budget request. 

Environmental cleanup projects.—The conference agreement 
provides $46,083,000, the same as the budget request. 

Non-closure environmental activities.—The conference agree-
ment provides $245,123,000, the same as the budget request. The 
conferees provide $100,000,000 for the Depleted Uranium 
Hexafluoride Conversion Project, Paducah, Kentucky and Ports-
mouth, Ohio (project 02–U–101), including an additional $7,400,000 
to ensure that conversion and disposition of the accumulated DUF6 
is carried out as soon as is safely possible. 

URANIUM ENRICHMENT DECONTAMINATION AND DECOMMISSIONING 
FUND 

The conference agreement provides $499,007,000 for activities 
funded from the Uranium Enrichment Decontamination and De-
commissioning Fund. 

The Conferees’ recommendation provides a total of 
$112,178,000 for activities related to the Paducah Gaseous Diffu-
sion Plant. The Conferees provide $19,421,000 in additional funds 
to accelerate characterization and disposal of legacy waste stored 
at the plant, including 50,000 tons of scrap metal and 41,000 
drums of low-level waste at the Paducah Gaseous Diffusion Plant. 
The conferees provide $80,000,000 for uranium and thorium reim-
bursements. 

The Conferees reiterate the fiscal year 2004 conference guid-
ance regarding the barter arrangement. 

SCIENCE 

The Science account funds the Department’s work on high en-
ergy physics, nuclear physics, biological and environmental 
sciences, basic energy sciences, advanced scientific computing, 
maintenance of the laboratories’ physical infrastructure, fusion en-
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ergy sciences, safeguards and security, science workforce develop-
ment, and science program direction. The conference agreement 
provides $3,628,902,000. The conferees encourage the Department 
to request sufficient funds for the Office of Science in fiscal year 
2006 to operate user facilities for as much time as possible, to en-
hance user support, and to upgrade essential equipment at the De-
partment’s Science user facilities. 

The conferees reiterate their support for broader participation 
by universities in DOE’s research programs, including existing user 
facilities and potential new user facilities. The conferees are aware 
of the Office of Science’s strategy for future facilities. Where exist-
ing facilities provide capabilities critical to a new user facility, co- 
location is appropriate; where this is not the case, the location of 
new user facilities should be openly competed. Regardless of loca-
tion, broad participation in design by staff from national labora-
tories, user faculty from colleges, universities, and industrial inves-
tigators and groups should be sought. All of these user groups must 
have access to these capabilities on a competitive basis. 

High energy physics.—The conference agreement provides 
$741,629,000 for high energy physics research. The control level is 
at the High Energy Physics level. The conferees encourage the De-
partment to proceed with the Dark Energy Mission even if the pri-
mary science of the mission and mission development must be pur-
sued by the Department so as to avoid schedule delays resulting 
from implementing the mission jointly with NASA. International 
cooperation and appropriate launch arrangements should be pur-
sued where appropriate. The conferees recognize that an excellent 
and energized science team has been assembled for this exciting 
mission. Within available funds, the conferees redirect $5,000,000 
from the Science Laboratories Infrastrucuture construction funds 
at the Stanford Linear Accelerator Center MEL–001 Subproject 36 
to the High Energy Physics account for the research program at 
SLAC. 

Nuclear physics.—The conference agreement provides 
$408,040,000 for nuclear physics. An additional $5,000,000 is pro-
vided to continue research and development and initiate concept 
design activities for the Rare Isotope Accelerator, and an additional 
$7,000,000 is provided to increase utilization of the user facilities 
in the Nuclear Physics program. 

Biological and environmental research.—The conference agree-
ment includes $576,590,000 for biological and environmental re-
search. The conference agreement provides an additional 
$10,000,000 to initiate Project Engineering and Design for the pro-
posed new facility for the production and characterization of pro-
teins and molecular tags. The Conferees do not agree with the De-
partment’s strategy of restricting competition for such a facility to 
only the DOE national laboratories. The Department should 
present in the fiscal year 2006 budget request an alternate procure-
ment strategy for this and future Genomes to Life (GTL) facilities 
that will maximize rather than limit competition and will allow 
universities and other entities to compete with DOE national lab-
oratories for these new GTL facilities. The Department is encour-
aged to consult with NASA, which for decades has conducted com-
petitions for the development of research instrumentation among 
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universities, NASA, DOE, and other government laboratories, and 
other entities including for-profit corporations. 

The conference agreement includes $2,000,000 for a science 
building at Waubonsee Community College in Illinois; $1,000,000 
for digital playback hardware and software for recording for the 
blind and dyslexic; $600,000 for All Children’s Hospital in Florida; 
$300,000 for Eckerd College in Florida; $2,000,000 for Applied Re-
search and Technology Park electrical and communication infra-
structure improvements in Springfield, Ohio; $250,000 for a Mul-
tiple Sclerosis, Alzheimer’s, Parkinson’s, Lou Gehrig’s Imaging Sys-
tem at the Cleveland Clinic in Ohio; $125,000 for Duchenne Mus-
cular Dystrophy research-related equipment at Children’s National 
Medical Center in the District of Columbia; $125,000 for Duchenne 
Muscular Dystrophy research-related equipment at the University 
of Washington-Seattle; $500,000 for the Northeast Regional Cancer 
Center in Scranton, Pennsylvania; $250,000 for Ohio State Univer-
sity for environmental research in cooperation with Earth Univer-
sity; $125,000 for the University of Akron, Ohio, Polymer Center; 
$125,000 for the Ohio Northern University, Ada, Ohio, Science and 
Pharmacy Building; $250,000 for the Alabama A&M University; 
$600,000 for University of Texas at Arlington optical medical imag-
ing equipment; $1,000,000 for the Missouri Alternative and Renew-
able Energy Technology Center, Crowder College; $600,000 for the 
San Antonio, Texas, Cancer Research and Therapy Center; 
$250,000 for the University of South Alabama Cancer Center; 
$1,250,000 for the Virginia Commonwealth University Massey Can-
cer Center; $250,000 for the Saint Francis Hospital, Delaware, Car-
diac Catheterization Lab; $450,000 for the Jacksonville University 
Environmental Science Center; $600,000 for the Houston, Texas, 
Alliance for Nanohealth; $250,000 for the Virginia Science Mu-
seum; $1,000,000 for the Polly Ryon Memorial Hospital, Texas; 
$250,000 for the St. Thomas University Minority Science Center, 
Miami, Florida; $500,000 for Project Intellicare, Roseville, Cali-
fornia; $250,000 for the Virginia Polytechnic Institute Center for 
High-Performance Learning Environment; $500,000 for Georgia 
State University; $700,000 for the Michigan Research Institute for 
life science research; $700,000 for the University of Arizona Envi-
ronment and Natural Resources Phase II Facility; $250,000 for the 
Children’s Hospital of Illinois ambulatory care project; $700,000 for 
the Loma Linda University, California, Medical Center synchrotron 
expansion; $250,000 for the University of Dubuque, Iowa, Environ-
mental Science Center; $250,000 for the Ball State University, In-
diana, Bioenergetics Research Initiative; $600,000 for the 
Clearfield Area School District, Pennsylvania, Energy Initiative; 
$500,000 for Digital Cardiology equipment at Children’s Hospital 
and Research Center, Oakland, California; $750,000 for the Na-
tional Childhood Cancer Foundation; $250,000 for the Roswell Park 
Cancer Institute, New York, Center for Genetics and Pharma-
cology; $250,000 for Bucknell University, Pennsylvania, Materials 
Science Laboratory; $1,000,000 for the Science Center at Mystic 
Seaport, Connecticut; $250,000 for the Saratoga Hospital, New 
York, radiation therapy center; $600,000 for the San Joaquin Com-
munity Hospital, Bakersfield, California; $700,000 for the Syracuse 
University, New York, Environmental Systems Center; $600,000 
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for the University of Tennessee Sim Center; and $250,000 for the 
St. Mary’s Hospital, Kankakee, Illinois. 

The conference agreement includes $575,000 for the Derby 
Center for Science and Mathematics at Lyon College in Arkansas; 
$1,000,000 for the Rush Presbyterian St. Luke’s Medical Center in 
Illinois; $1,000,000 for Medical Research and Robotics at the Uni-
versity of Southern California; $750,000 for the Advanced Building 
Efficiency Testbed at Carnegie Mellon University; $1,000,000 for 
DePaul University Biological Sciences; $500,000 for the Philadel-
phia Educational Advancement Alliance; $750,000 for North-
western University Institute of Bioengineering and Nanoscience in 
Medicine; $500,000 for the Rensselaer Polytechnical Institute Cen-
ter for Bioscience; $750,000 for St. Peter’s Biotechnical Research in 
New Jersey; $160,000 for the Berkshire Environmental Center in 
Massachusetts; $500,000 for the Center for the Environment at the 
University of Massachusetts; $1,000,000 for technical upgrades at 
St. Joseph Hospital in Arizona; $515,000 for the Center for Science 
at the University of San Francisco in California; $1,000,000 for 
Augsburg College in Minnesota; $1,000,000 for the Bronx Commu-
nity Center for Sustainable Energy; $500,000 for Marquette Gen-
eral Hospital in Marquette, Michigan; $1,500,000 for the Illinois- 
Indiana Super-Grid Program connecting Argonne National Labora-
tory and Purdue and Notre Dame Universities; $1,000,000 for the 
Purdue Calumet Water Environmental Institute; $1,000,000 for the 
Multi-Discipline Engineering Institute at Notre Dame in Indiana; 
and $1,000,000 for the Energy Efficiency Project at Valparaiso Uni-
versity in Indiana. 

The conference agreement provides $11,000,000 for the Mental 
Illness and Neuroscience Discovery Institute in New Mexico; 
$1,800,000 for Military Spirit in New Mexico; $2,000,000 for the 
Academic Center Sustainable Design Project at St. Francis College, 
New York; $3,000,000 for the University of Louisville Pediatric 
Clinical Proteomic Center; $2,000,000 for the University of Louis-
ville Institute for Advanced Materials; $2,000,000 for the Advanced 
Bioreactor located in Butte, Montana; $1,200,000 to expand the 
Center for Integrated and Applied Environmental Toxicology at the 
University of Southern Maine; $500,000 for the University of Ten-
nessee Cancer Institute; and $500,000 for St. Jude Children’s Re-
search Hospital in Tennessee. 

The conference agreement includes $250,000 for the Huntsman 
Cancer Institute; $500,000 for the Mega-Voltage Cargo Imaging 
Development Applications for the Nevada Test Site; $500,000 for 
the California Hospital Medical Center PET/CT Fusion Imaging 
System; $500,000 for the Luci Curci Cancer Center Linear Accel-
erator; $500,000 for Project Intellicare in California; $750,000 for 
the University Medical Center in Las Vegas, Nevada; $500,000 for 
the Southern California Water Education Center; $500,000 for Live 
Cell Molecular Imaging System at the University of Connecticut; 
$500,000 for the St. Francis Hospital Wilmington, Delaware, MRI 
and Cardiac Catherization Laboratory; $500,000 for the University 
of Delaware for the Delaware Biology Institute; $500,000 for the 
University of Nevada-Las Vegas School of Public Health; $250,000 
for the Latino Development and Technology Center; $250,000 for 
the Swedish American Health Systems; $250,000 for DePaul Uni-
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versity Chemistry Lab Renovation Project; $250,000 for the Ed-
ward Hospital Cancer Center; $500,000 for the Mary Bird Perkins 
Cancer Center; $500,000 for the Morgan State University Center 
for Environmental Toxicology; $500,000 for the Suburban Hospital 
in Montgomery County, Maryland; $500,000 for the University of 
Massachusetts at Boston Multidisciplinary Research Facility and 
Library; $500,000 for the Martha’s Vineyard Hospital; $750,000 for 
the Nevada Cancer Institute; $500,000 for the Mercy Hospital 
Grayling, Michigan Rural Healthcare Advancement Initiative; 
$750,000 for the Health Sciences Complex at Creighton University; 
$500,000 for the Hackensack University Medical Center Women 
and Children’s Pavilion; $500,000 for the Kennedy Health System 
Linear Accelerator; $750,000 for the University of Buffalo Center 
of Excellence in Bioinformatics; $500,000 for the Hospital for Spe-
cial Surgery National Center for Musculoskeletal Research; 
$500,000 for the New University in New York City; $500,000 for 
the Radiochemistry research facility at the University of Nevada- 
Las Vegas; $250,000 for the Hauptman-Woodward Medical Re-
search Institute; $1,000,000 for the Vermont Institute of Natural 
Science; and $750,000 for the Tahoe Center for Environmental 
Services. 

Molecular Medicine.—The conferees continue to support re-
search that brings together PET imaging, systems biology and 
nanotechnology to develop new molecular imaging probes. These 
probes should provide a biological diagnosis of disease that it in-
formative of the molecular basis of disease and specific for guiding 
the development of new molecular therapies. 

The conferees are concerned about consequence mitigation ac-
tivities and public health impacts associated with the threat of any 
radiological event and strongly encourage the Department to de-
velop therapeutic radiological countermeasures to protect against 
exposure to the effects of ionizing radiation. The conferees are 
aware of the potential of inositol radiation and encourages the De-
partment to support research of this emerging technology. The con-
ferees recommend that the Department fund medical therapy re-
search and other treatment options to protect the public health 
against radiation exposure. 

The conferees strongly support the Department’s efforts to 
maintain the scientific infrastructure of the Nation’s structural bi-
ology assets, and encourage the Department to work to address the 
needs within the broader community. The Department should con-
tinue to work constructively with the non- profit entity operating 
the X4A and X4C beamlines to fund state-of-the-art detectors, 
goniometers, and automated sample changing equipment, using 
available funds. 

Basic Energy Sciences.—The conference agreement includes 
$1,113,530,000 for Basic Energy Sciences. The conference agree-
ment includes $628,228,000 for materials sciences and engineering 
research, and $253,422,000 for chemical sciences, geosciences, and 
energy biosciences. For purposes of reprogramming during fiscal 
year 2005, the Department may allocate funding among all oper-
ating accounts within Basic Energy Sciences. The conference agree-
ment also provides the request of $7,673,000 for the Experimental 
Program to Stimulate Competitive Research (EPSCoR). 
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Advanced scientific computing research.—The conference agree-
ment includes $234,340,000 for advanced scientific computing re-
search (ASCR), an increase of $30,000,000 over the budget request, 
with not more than $25,000,000 devoted to hardware. The con-
ferees support the House Report language on ASCR. 

Science laboratories infrastructure.—The conference agreement 
provides $42,336,000 for science laboratories infrastructure, includ-
ing an additional $5,000,000 to correct safety deficiencies at 
Science laboratories, and $6,100,000 additional for excess facilities 
disposal. 

The conference agreement provides the requested amounts of 
$1,766,000 for infrastructure support, $5,079,000 for Oak Ridge 
landlord costs, and $24,391,000 for construction of various infra-
structure projects (MEL–001). Of this increase, $5,000,000 addi-
tional is provided to continue infrastructure subproject 18 under 
MEL–001 to support continuing activities at the Pacific Northwest 
National Laboratory to replace the infrastructure being displaced 
by the closure of the 300 Area at the Hanford site. 

Fusion energy sciences.—The conference agreement includes 
$276,110,000 for fusion energy sciences, an increase of $12,000,000 
over the budget request. The additional $12,000,000 is to be used 
to increase the utilization of existing large and small experiments; 
further work in inertial fusion technology; take advantage of oppor-
tunities in High Energy Density Physics, including research on fast 
ignition, and large-scale scientific computing; and provide for cost- 
effective construction and development of the National Compact 
Stellarator Experiment. The conference notes the delay in site se-
lection for the International Thermonuclear Experimental Reactor 
(ITER) and directs the Department to reduce its planned expendi-
tures on ITER in fiscal year 2005 in consideration of this delay. 

Safeguards and security.—The conference agreement includes 
$73,315,000 for safeguards and security activities at laboratories 
and facilities managed by the Office of Science. 

Science workforce development.—The conference agreement 
provides the requested amount of $7,660,000 for science workforce 
development. The conferees encourage the Department to provide 
funds and technical expertise for high school students to partici-
pate in the For Inspiration and Recognition of Science and Tech-
nology (FIRST) robotics competition. 

Science program direction.—The conference agreement includes 
$155,268,000 for science program direction. This amount includes 
$89,341,000 for field offices and $65,927,000 for headquarters. The 
control level for fiscal year 2005 is at the program account level of 
Science Program Direction. 

Funding adjustments.—The conference agreement includes an 
offset of $5,605,000 for the safeguards and security charge for reim-
bursable work, as proposed in the budget request. The conference 
agreement also includes the use of $5,062,000 of prior year bal-
ances. 

NUCLEAR WASTE DISPOSAL 

The conference agreement provides $346,000,000 for Nuclear 
Waste Disposal. When combined with the $231,000,000 appro-
priated from the Defense Nuclear Waste Disposal account, a total 
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of $577,000,000 will be available for program activities in fiscal 
year 2005. The conferees have provided $2,000,000 for the State of 
Nevada and $8,000,000 for the Affected Units of Local Government 
(AULG) for project oversight. 

DEPARTMENTAL ADMINISTRATION 

(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS) 

The conference agreement provides $332,866,000 for Depart-
mental Administration expenses. Including a transfer of 
$92,440,000 from Other Defense Activities, and revenues of 
$122,000,000, the same as estimated by the Congressional Budget 
Office, this results in a net appropriation of $118,426,000. 

Specific funding levels for each Departmental organization are 
provided in the accompanying table. 

Reprogramming guidelines.—The conference agreement pro-
vides reprogramming authority of $1,000,000 or 10 percent, which-
ever is less, within the Departmental Administration account with-
out prior submission of a reprogramming to be approved by the 
House and Senate Committees on Appropriations. No individual 
program account may be increased or decreased by more than this 
amount during the fiscal year using this reprogramming authority. 
Congressional notification within 30 days of the use of this re-
programming authority is required. Transfers which would result 
in increases or decreases in excess of $1,000,000 or 10 percent to 
an individual program account require prior notification and ap-
proval. 

OFFICE OF THE INSPECTOR GENERAL 

The conference agreement provides $41,508,000 for the Inspec-
tor General. 

ATOMIC ENERGY DEFENSE ACTIVITIES 

NATIONAL NUCLEAR SECURITY ADMINISTRATION 

WEAPONS ACTIVITIES 

(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS) 

The National Nuclear Security Administration (NNSA), a semi- 
autonomous agency within the Department of Energy, manages the 
Nation’s nuclear weapons, nuclear nonproliferation, and naval reac-
tors activities. 

The conference agreement provides $6,526,471,000 for Weap-
ons Activities. 

Availability of funds.—The conference agreement makes funds 
available until expended. 

Directed stockpile work (DSW).—The conference agreement in-
cludes $1,316,936,000 for directed stockpile work. The conference 
agreement provides $460,754,000 for DSW Life Extension Pro-
grams. The conference agreement provides $511,095,000 for DSW 
Stockpile Systems and $75,000,000 for DSW Retired Warheads 
Stockpile systems. The conferees do not provide $9,000,000 for ad-
vanced concepts research on new weapons designs, but the same 

VerDate Aug 04 2004 07:33 Dec 01, 2004 Jkt 096906 PO 00000 Frm 00954 Fmt 6601 Sfmt 6601 E:\HR\OC\HR792.XXX HR792



951 

amount is made available for the Reliable Replacement Warhead 
program to improve the reliability, longevity, and certifiability of 
existing weapons and their components. The conference agreement 
provides $270,087,000 for DSW Stockpile services. No funds have 
been provided for the Robust Nuclear Earth Penetrator (RNEP). 

The Conferees support a degree of flexibility in executing this 
budget by providing limited reprogramming authority within Di-
rected Stockpile Work [DSW]. The control levels for the DSW pro-
gram are: 

(1) Life Extension Programs; 
(2) Stockpile Systems; 
(3) Retired Warhead Stockpile Systems; and 
(4) Stockpile Services. 
Campaigns.—Funding for individual campaigns is shown on 

the accompanying table. From within funds provided for the var-
ious campaigns, $4,350,000 is provided for the University Research 
Program in Robotics. 

For science campaigns, the conference agreement provides 
$279,462,000. The conference agreement provides $73,973,000 for 
primary assessment technologies; $86,521,000 for dynamic mate-
rials properties program and $55,371,000 for the advanced radiog-
raphy program. The conference provided $63,597,000 for secondary 
assessment technologies. 

Within available funds, the conferees provide $7,500,000 to 
support Dynamic Materials Properties at the Nevada Test Site 
[NTS], experiments on dynamic materials properties at the Atlas 
facility and plutonium experiments at the Joint Actinide Shock 
Physics Experimental facility [JASPER]. 

Within available funds, the Department is directed to work 
with the UNLV Research Foundation to organize and lead a con-
sortium of universities to design, prepare, and conduct experiments 
on the Atlas Machine. 

Within Primary Assessment Technologies, NNSA is directed to 
fund the Nevada Test Site [NTS] to maintain the critical personnel 
skills and institutional viability in direct support of the subcritical 
experiment program. 

The conference agreement provides $260,830,000 for engineer-
ing campaigns. The conference agreement for the enhanced surety 
campaign is $33,121,000. The conference agreement for the weap-
ons system engineering assessment technology is $27,270,000. The 
conference agreement for nuclear survivability is $9,460,000 and 
the conference recommendation for enhanced surveillance cam-
paign is $99,879,000. 

Engineering campaign construction projects.—-The conference 
agreement provides $86,500,000 for Project 01–D–108, Microsystem 
and engineering science applications (MESA) at Sandia, in New 
Mexico. 

Inertial Confinement Fusion Ignition and High Yield.—The 
conference agreement includes $541,034,000 for the inertial con-
finement fusion ignition and high yield program. This represents a 
$25,000,000 cut of the NIF project baseline. An additional 
$46,000,000 is provided to support expanded research in non-NIF 
related ICF research including petawatt and high-energy petawatt 
laser development. Funding also enables continued development of 
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the beryllium shell targets currently envisioned for ignition dem-
onstrations in 2010. This target, if successful, may enable advance-
ment of the 2014 date for ignition specified in the budget request 
documentation, a date which represents a 4 year slip from the 
original goal of 2010. Since demonstration of ignition by 2010 was 
the rationale provided for construction of NIF under the current 
baseline funding, the conference is extremely concerned with sug-
gestions of major delay in that date and requires that effort focus 
on achieving that goal on the timescale originally proposed. Until 
very recently, the beryllium shell and fill tube design was not con-
sidered viable, but it is now viewed by the program managers as 
the best option for regaining the 2010 ignition goal. Significant 
risks are associated with this design however, which is why this 
target design was not considered earlier in the program. To esti-
mate the probability of success for this new target design, the con-
ference mandates that a full review of NIF progress and the use 
and promise of this target be accomplished by an outside panel of 
experts, the JASONs, to validate the current NIF construction 
baseline and the outlook for ignition with this target design. As 
part of this validation, experiments should be designed and com-
pleted on alternative drivers, such as LLE at the University of 
Rochester and the Z machine at Sandia National Laboratories, to 
increase confidence in the performance of this target. The con-
ference further requires that these experiments, as well as the 
JASON review, be used to develop a position paper authored by the 
NNSA Laboratory and LLE Directors by June 2005, discussing the 
promise of this target design to achieve ignition on the original 
schedule of 2010, 4 years ahead of the date specified in the current 
Budget. The conference is also aware that the laser glass used in 
the Japanese GEKKO program, which is identical to the optics 
used in the NIF project, has significantly degraded in efficiency 
over time. The conference requests the JASONs undertake a study 
utilizing the Japanese laser optic operations as a measure to deter-
mine if the NIF laser optics are performing as originally estimated 
and what impact this will have on the project, the ability to achieve 
ignition by 2010 and the overall lifecycle costs of replacing the op-
tics more frequently. The conference provides $5,000,000 for the de-
velopment of advanced target fabrication and diagnostic techniques 
required to support experiments at Omega, Z machine and NIF em-
ploying advanced materials. Target fabrication and manufacturing 
capabilities are critical in fielding increasingly sophisticated experi-
ments. 

Petawatt Lasers.—The conference recommendation includes an 
additional $6,000,000 for university grants and other support. Of 
this amount, $3,000,000 is provided for continued development of 
the petawatt laser at the University of Texas at Austin; $1,000,000 
is provided for an optical parametric chirped pulse amplifier up-
grade and associated operations of the short pulse laser at the Uni-
versity of Nevada, Reno; $1,000,000 is provided to the University 
of Nevada, Reno to continue its collaboration with Sandia National 
Laboratories on highly diagnosed studies of exploding wire arrays 
and implosion dynamics; and $1,000,000 is provided for research 
using the Z- Beamlet laser at Sandia National Laboratories under 
the Z-Petawatt Consortium that includes the University of Texas 
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at Austin, the University of California, San Diego, the University 
of California, Davis, the University of Nevada, Reno, the University 
of Michigan, the University of Rochester, Ohio State University 
and the General Atomics Corporation. 

Inertial Fusion Technology.—The conferees also include 
$25,000,000 to continue development of high average power lasers 
and supporting science and technology, the budget request for the 
Naval Research Laboratory, and $73,469,000 for the University of 
Rochester, an increase of $28,000,000 over the budget request. The 
additional funding is provided to the University of Rochester’s Lab-
oratory for Laser Energetics for the OMEGA Extended Perform-
ance (EP) Facility in support of the nation’s stockpile stewardship 
program. The conference recommendation includes $9,000,000 to 
initiate double-shift operations and assessments and initial devel-
opment and testing of Z-pinch inertial fusion energy. The con-
ference recommendation includes $1,000,000 to the University of 
Nevada-Reno for magnetized plasma/laser interaction studies at 
the Nevada Terawatt Facility, using the Zebra pulse power ma-
chine and the Leopard short pulse laser system. 

National Ignition Facility.—Within the funds provided, 
$130,000,000 is for National Ignition Facility (NIF) construction, 
Project 96–D–111. 

Advanced Simulation and Computing.—The conference agree-
ment provides $703,760,000. From within available funds for ad-
vanced simulation and computing, $10,000,000 is provided for the 
Ohio Supercomputing Center high-end computer network at its 
Springfield, Ohio site; $2,500,000 is provided to complete Phase I 
of the demonstration project of three-dimensional chip scale pack-
aging integrated with spray cooling at Pacific Northwest National 
Laboratory. The conferees direct the University Partnerships pro-
gram be funded at the budget request. 

For the pit manufacturing and certification campaign, the con-
ference agreement provides $265,671,000. The conference agree-
ment provides $132,005,000 for W88 pit manufacturing and 
$60,960,000 for W88 pit certification, the same as the budget re-
quest. Providing the requested level of funding will ensure that the 
NNSA maintains its commitment to produce a certified W88 pit by 
2007. The conference agreement provides $13,500,000 for Pit Man-
ufacturing Capability and $7,000,000 for Modern Pit Facility. The 
conferees agree that funding for Modern Pit Facility cannot be used 
to select a construction site in fiscal year 2005. 

For readiness campaigns, the conference agreement provides 
$272,627,000. The conference agreement provides $45,812,000 for 
the Stockpile readiness campaign. High explosives weapons oper-
ations is funded at $34,220,000. The conference agreement provides 
$32,957,000 for the non-nuclear readiness campaign. The con-
ference agreement provides $79,788,000 for the advanced design 
and production technologies campaign. Funding for the tritium 
readiness campaign is the same as the budget request. The Con-
ferees are aware of the successful partnership between the NNSA 
and the University of Nevada-Las Vegas and the University of Ne-
vada-Reno that have been fostered through a series of cooperative 
agreements. The Department is encouraged to renew these agree-
ments at higher levels as appropriate. 
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Readiness in technical base and facilities.—For readiness in 
technical base and facilities, the conference agreement provides 
$1,121,557,000 for operations of facilities. 

Within funds provided for operations of facilities, the conferees 
provide an additional $45,000,000 for the Pantex Plant in Texas; 
and an additional $50,000,000 for the Y–12 Plant in Oak Ridge, 
Tennessee; and an additional $5,000,000 for the Kansas City Plant. 
For Program Readiness, the conference agreement provides 
$106,204,000. 

Within available funds, an additional $5,000,000 is provided to 
support the operation for the facilities at the Nevada Test Sites, in-
cluding the Device Assembly Facility, the Joint Actinide Shock 
Physics Experimental facility, operations associated with the Atlas 
relocation project, U1a operations, general plant projects and other 
NTS support facilities. Finally, the conferees provide an additional 
$1,000,000 to the Nevada Site Office for testing and enablement of 
water filters to mitigate consequences of radionuclides in drinking 
water. The conference agreement includes an additional 
$13,000,000 within the funds provided for modification of the Z- 
Beamlett laser at the Z Pinch at Sandia National Laboratory. 

For continued facility upgrades, refurbishments, operation and 
maintenance costs associated with and for the National Center for 
Combating Terrorism [NCCT] at the Nevada Test Site, an addi-
tional $25,000,000 is provided. Within the funds provided for 
NCCT, the conference agreement includes $2,500,000 to the UNLV 
Research Foundation to support the ongoing programs of the Insti-
tute for Security Studies including research and development, 
training and collaborative activities related to combating terrorism, 
emergency response and consequence management. The rec-
ommendation also includes, within funds provided, $2,500,000 for 
the UNR Fire Sciences Academy. 

For Special Projects, the conference agreement provides 
$41,500,000. Within the available funds, $3,000,000 for magnetized 
high energy density matter research at the Nevada Terawatt facil-
ity at the University of Nevada-Reno; and $1,000,000 to continue 
the ongoing administration infrastructure support grant for the 
UNLV Research Foundation; $750,000 to the UNLV Research 
Foundation to establish and certify a radioanalytical services lab-
oratory to support emergency management training activities and 
actual radiological events; $10,000,000 for settlement of claims for 
the Pajarito Plateau homesteaders pertaining to acquisition of their 
lands and property during the Manhattan Project; and $8,000,000 
for Los Alamos County Schools Program. 

From within available funds, $5,000,000 for National Energy 
Technology Laboratory to use the Plasma Separation Process to de-
velop high energy isomers and isotopes for energy storage and utili-
zation. From within available funds, the conferees provide 
$2,000,000 for the Airborne Particulate Threat Assessment pro-
gram; $2,000,000 for the Secure Wireless Technology Program; 
$1,000,000 for the Total Asset Management (TAMS) program; 
$2,000,000 for Integrated Collaborative Prototyping for Y–12; and 
$2,000,000 for development of multi-platform dosimeter Radiation 
Detection devices. The conference provides $2,000,000 for the Na-
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tional Center for Biodefense at George Mason University in Vir-
ginia. 

The conference agreement includes $86,965,000 for materials 
recycle and recovery, the same as the budget request. The con-
ferees continue to be concerned about the fire station support at 
the Nevada Test Site and are pleased by the decision to use a de-
sign-build acquisition strategy for the fire station and encourage 
completion at the earliest possible time within the funding that has 
been provided. The conference agreement also includes an addi-
tional $16,000,000 for the Los Alamos National Laboratory for the 
CMR Building 04–D–125. 

The conference agreement includes the budget request of 
$17,910,000 for containers and $18,982,000 for storage. 

Construction projects.— 
Project 05–D–140, Project engineering and design (PED)— 

RTBF, various locations. The conferees provide $16,600,000, an in-
crease of $5,000,000. The additional PED funds are provided to 
begin planning for impact-resistant bunkers for additional warhead 
storage facilities for nuclear warheads with conventional high ex-
plosives at the Pantex Plant in Texas. 

Project 04–D–125, Chemistry and Metallurgy Research Facility 
Replacement (CMRR)—LANL. The conference provides $40,000,000 
for the CMRR project. 

Project 01–D–124, Highly Enriched Uranium Materials Facil-
ity, Y–12 National Security Complex, Oak Ridge, TN. The con-
ference provides $114,000,000, an increase of $50,000,000 over the 
budget request. 

Facilities and Infrastructure Recapitalization.—The conference 
agreement includes $316,224,000 for the facilities and infrastruc-
ture (F&I) recapitalization program. 

Secure Transportation Asset.—The conference agreement pro-
vides $201,300,000 for secure transportation asset. The conference 
agreement provides $57,427,000 for STA program direction. Con-
sistent with the new triad as outlined in the Nuclear Posture Re-
view, NNSA is working to create a responsive infrastructure to de-
liver needed facilities at lower cost and with greater speed. The 
conference encourages NNSA to explore opportunities for third 
party financing where appropriate. 

Nuclear Weapons Incident Response.—The conference agree-
ment provides $99,209,000 for nuclear weapons incident response. 

Safeguards and Security.—The conference agreement includes 
$757,678,000, for safeguards and security activities at laboratories 
and facilities managed by the National Nuclear Security Adminis-
tration. The conferees provide an additional $30,000,000 at the Y– 
12 plant in Tennessee to accelerate security infrastructure up-
grades and consolidate the facility footprint. The conferees provide 
an additional $20,000,000 for the expansion of the red network at 
Los Alamos National Laboratory to reduce the necessity for CREM. 

Funding Adjustments.—The conference agreement includes an 
adjustment of $30,000,000 for a security charge for reimbursable 
work, as proposed in the budget, and the use of $86,000,000 in 
prior year balances. 
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DEFENSE NUCLEAR NONPROLIFERATION 

The conference agreement provides $1,420,397,000 for Defense 
Nuclear Nonproliferation. 

Nonproliferation and Verification Research and Development.— 
The conference agreement provides $225,750,000 for nonprolifera-
tion and verification research and development. The conference 
agreement includes $20,000,000 for ground-based systems for trea-
ty monitoring. 

The conferees provide an additional $5,000,000 within Sup-
porting Activities to support the ongoing regulatory and environ-
mental activities for 300 Area replacement at Pacific Northwest 
National Laboratory that will allow PED to occur on an accelerated 
schedule. The conferees direct the Office of Nuclear Nonprolifera-
tion to coordinate closely with the Office of Science on the transi-
tion schedule and construction plans to maintain the national secu-
rity capabilities resident at PNNL. From within available funds, 
the conferees provide $2,000,000 for testing of high-pressure xenon 
radiation detectors at the Brookhaven National Laboratory Rad- 
Tech facility for portal applications. From within the funds pro-
vided, the conference recommendation includes $3,500,000 for the 
University of Nevada-Reno for the development of state-of-the-art 
chemical, biological, and nuclear detection sensors. The conference 
recommendation includes the $2,000,000 for the UNLV research 
Foundation to continue to establish and operate within the Insti-
tute for Security Studies and applied research and technology capa-
bility in support for the effort to combat terrorism. An additional 
$500,000 is provided to support nanomaterial research related to 
sensor applications. The conference recognizes the unique mission 
capability the Los Alamos National Laboratory possesses through 
work performed at Technical Area 18 [TA–18] in areas of nuclear 
threat detection and response. In light of these important national 
security activities, the conferees direct the Secretary to perform an 
assessment as to the LANL role in managing the future CAT III/ 
IV mission. 

Nonproliferation and International Security.—The conference 
agreement provides $154,000,000 for nonproliferation and inter-
national security. The conferees include $20,000,000 for the Global 
Threat Reduction Initiative. The conferees provide $10,000,000 for 
initiatives focused on removing nuclear weapons-usable materials 
from vulnerable sites around the world. These activities are essen-
tial to prevent terrorist groups or states hostile to the United 
States from acquiring destructive nuclear capabilities. The Admin-
istrator, working with the Secretary, must utilize the NNSA’s 
strength in the inter-agency process to become the lead agency for 
all such government activities worldwide. From within available 
funds, the conference agreement provides $150,000 to continue the 
collaboration between Texas A&M and Russian universities on nu-
clear facilities safety and decontamination and decommissioning 
technologies. 

NON-PROLIFERATION PROGRAMS WITH RUSSIA 

The conferees are disappointed the Administration has failed 
to negotiate an acceptable solution for liability to allow the MOX 
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program to move forward this year. As a result, another construc-
tion season will be missed in Russia. Not only does this raise seri-
ous concern from a national security standpoint, but it will also 
have serious repercussions here in the United States as a result of 
maintaining parity of the two construction schedules. The conferees 
strongly urge the Administration to find an acceptable solution in 
the near term in order to successfully complete negotiations and 
allow construction of both the Russian and United States mixed 
oxide fuel fabrication facilities to begin. 

International Materials Protection, Control and Cooperation 
(MPC&A).—The conference recommendation is $322,000,000 for 
the MPC&A program, an increase of $84,000,000 over the budget 
request. The Conferees provide additional funds for MPC&A to ac-
celerate securing nuclear warhead sites in Russia, begin MPC&A 
upgrades at the Russian Federation serial production enterprise 
sites and provide additional resources for the Second Line of De-
fense program to accelerate installation activities in the Baltic and 
Caucasus regions and other critical border activities. The con-
ference provides the budget request within the Second Line of De-
fense program for the MegaPorts initiative. An increase of 
$50,000,000 is provided for other high priority MPC&A activities, 
to include countries outside the FSU. 

Russian Transition Initiatives.—The conference agreement pro-
vides $41,000,000, for the Initiatives for Proliferation Prevention 
(IPP) program and the Nuclear Cities Initiative (NCI). 

HEU Transparency Implementation.—The conference agree-
ment provides $20,950,000, the same as the budget request. 

Elimination of Weapons-Grade Plutonium Production.—The 
conference agreement includes $40,097,000 for the elimination of 
weapons-grade plutonium production program. 

Fissile Materials Disposition.—The conference agreement pro-
vides $624,000,000 for fissile materials disposition, the same level 
authorized in the fiscal year 2005 defense authorization bill. Fund-
ing of $159,700,000 is provided for U.S. surplus materials disposi-
tion and $64,000,000 for the Russian plutonium disposition pro-
gram. 

Construction Projects.—The conference recommendation in-
cludes $368,000,000 for Project 99–D–143, the Mixed Oxide Fuel 
Fabrication facility project. Funding of $32,300,000 is provided for 
Project 99–D–141, the Pit Disassembly and Conversion Facility 
project. 

Off-Site Source Recovery Project.—The conference agreement 
provides $7,600,000 for Off-Site Source Recovery Project. The con-
ferees provide an additional $2,000,000 for the Nuclear and Other 
Hazardous Materials Transportation Research Project at South 
Carolina State University’s Transportation Center. 

NAVAL REACTORS 

The conference agreement provides $807,900,000 for Naval Re-
actors, an increase of $10,000,000 over the budget request. The 
conferees agree to transfer the additional $10,000,000 to the Office 
of Nuclear Energy to support the Idaho National Laboratory’s Ad-
vanced Test Reactor. 
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OFFICE OF THE ADMINISTRATOR 

The conference agreement provides $356,200,000 for the Office 
of the Administrator, $22,500,000 above the request. 

The conference recommendation provides $12,000, the same as 
the budget request, for official reception and representation ex-
penses for the NNSA. 

Within the Office of the Administrator, the conferees provide 
$22,500,000 to support the Historically Black Colleges and Univer-
sities (HBCUs) scientific and technical programs. The conferees 
concur with the House language directing the HBCUs and Hispanic 
Serving Institutions (HSIs) receive financial support in rough par-
ity on a year-to-year basis. The conference recommendation in-
cludes $2,000,000 each for Wilberforce University and Central 
State University in Wilberforce, Ohio; and $2,000,000 each for 
Claflin College in Orangeburg, SC and Allen University in Colum-
bia, SC; $500,000 each for Morris College in Sumter, SC and Bene-
dict College in Columbia, SC; and $1,000,000 for Voorhees College 
in Denmark, SC and $2,000,000 for Morehouse College Dansby 
Hall Minority Science Center. 

ENVIRONMENTAL AND OTHER DEFENSE ACTIVITIES 

DEFENSE ENVIRONMENTAL MANAGEMENT 

The conference agreement for Defense Environmental Manage-
ment totals $7,034,405,000. 

The conferees are aware that the Department of Defense has uti-
lized guaranteed fixed price remediation (GFPR) to remediate con-
taminated properties. The conferees note the significant cost-sav-
ings experienced by the Department of Defense using GFPR, and 
believe that the Department of Energy may be able to achieve simi-
lar savings and benefits. In order to better assess the opportunity 
for cost savings by the Department of Energy, the conferees direct 
the Department to submit to the Committees on Appropriations of 
the House and Senate, by May 1, 2005, a report as to the feasibility 
of applying GFPR to remediation activities undertaken or planned 
by the Department. 

DEFENSE SITE ACCELERATION COMPLETION 

The conference agreement for Defense Site Acceleration Com-
pletion in fiscal year 2005 is $6,096,429,000. 

Accelerated Completions, 2006.—The conference agreement 
provides $1,264,999,000. This funding supports the closure by the 
year 2006 of the Rocky Flats, West Jefferson, Fernald, Miamisburg, 
and Ashtabula sites, and the completion of significant cleanup 
projects at various other sites such as Melton Valley, Kansas City, 
and Savannah River. The additional $13,200,000 is provided to ac-
celerate low-level waste shipments during fiscal year 2005 from the 
Miamisburg Closure Project. 

Accelerated Completions, 2012.—The conference agreement 
provides $2,150,641,000. 

Accelerated Completions, 2035.—The conference agreement 
provides $1,904,339,000. This amount includes the requested fund-
ing of $43,827,000 for construction of the Glass Waste Storage 
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Building #2 at SRS (project 04–D–408) and the requested funding 
for the Waste Isolation Pilot Plant, the Idaho Cleanup Project, the 
Y–12 and Oak Ridge National Laboratory sites, Hanford and the 
Office of River Protection, Savannah River, Los Alamos National 
Laboratory, Nevada Test Site, and various other sites and facilities. 
From within available funds, the conferees provide $2,000,000 for 
the Hanford Tank Waste Operations Simulator (HTWOS); 
$2,000,000 for the Modular Phase Low Cost Nano-particle at Idaho 
National Lab; and $1,000,000 for the Mid-Atlantic Recycling Center 
for End of Life Electronics. 

Waste Incidental to Reprocessing.—The conference agreement 
provides $162,600,000 for the Savannah River site, $97,300,000 for 
the Idaho site and $32,050,000 for the Hanford site. The conference 
agreement provides $26,000,000 for Project 05–D–405 Salt Waste 
Processing Facility for long lead procurement activities. 

Safeguards and Security.—The conference agreement provides 
$265,059,000, the same as the budget request. 

Technology Development and Deployment.—The conference 
agreement provides $60,142,000. From within available funds, the 
conferees direct the Department to use not less than $10,000,000 
to conduct a competitive evaluation of the various advanced reme-
diation technologies available in the private sector. Within remain-
ing available funds, the conferees provide $5,000,000 to continue 
the five-year international agreement with AEA Technology, and 
$7,000,000 to continue the five-year agreement with Florida Inter-
national University’s Hemispheric Center for Environmental Tech-
nology. 

Within available funds, the conferees provide $3,000,000 for 
Advanced Monitoring Systems Initiative at the Nevada Test Site, 
to continue micro-sensing technology development and prototype 
deployment of remote monitoring systems for the underground test 
area; $2,400,000 for the Management of Nevada Natural Resources 
with Remote Sensing Systems program; $1,000,000 for nanotube 
research and development at the Materials Reliability Center at 
the University Research Programs in Robotics. The Department is 
directed to renew its cooperative agreements with the University of 
Nevada-Las Vegas and the University of Nevada-Reno. 

Within available funds, $3,000,000 is provided to continue the 
development of an electrochemical system utilizing ceramic ionic 
transport membranes for the recycling and disposal of radioactive 
sodium ion waste. The conference also provides $4,000,000 for work 
on the subsurface science research institute by Idaho National Lab-
oratory and the Inland Northwest Research Alliance institutions. 
The Department shall continue its support of the Tribal Colleges 
Initiative grant, involving Crownpoint Institute of Technology, Dine 
College, and Southwestern Indian Polytechnic Institute, to develop 
high-quality environmental programs at tribal colleges. 

DEFENSE ENVIRONMENTAL SERVICES 

The conference recommendation for Defense Environmental 
Services in fiscal year 2005 is $937,976,000. 

Community and Regulatory Support.—The conference agree-
ment is $60,547,000. From within available funds, $500,000 shall 
be used to support the Energy and Environmental Hispanic Com-
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munity Participation project of the Self Reliance Foundation need-
ed to increase Hispanic community understanding of and participa-
tion in environmental management initiatives of the Department. 

Federal Contribution to Uranium Enrichment Decontamination 
and Decommissioning Fund.—The Energy Policy Act of 1992, Pub-
lic Law 102–486, created the Uranium Enrichment Decontamina-
tion and Decommissioning Fund to pay for the cost of cleanup of 
the gaseous diffusion facilities located in Oak Ridge, Tennessee; Pa-
ducah, Kentucky; and Portsmouth, Ohio. The conference agreement 
includes the budget request of $463,000,000 for the Federal con-
tribution to the Uranium Enrichment Decontamination and Decom-
missioning Fund. 

Non-Closure Environmental Activities.—The conference agree-
ment is $146,038,000. Within available funds, the conference agree-
ment directs the Department to provide $10,000,000 for the Haz-
ardous Waste Worker Training Program and $8,000,000 for the 
Volpentest Hazardous Materials Management and Emergency Re-
sponse (HAMMER) training and education center. 

The conference agreement includes $2,000,000 for the Desert 
Research Institute’s Environmental Monitoring Program; $750,000 
for the University of Nevada-Reno to conduct research in the areas 
of materials evaluation, fundamental studies on nuclear degrada-
tion mechanisms, alternate materials and design, and computa-
tional and analytical modeling; $1,000,000 for the Nye County 
Groundwater Evaluation Program; $2,000,000 for the Defense and 
Security Research Center; $1,000,000 for the Amargosa Valley 
Science and Technology Park; $1,000,000 for the Hazardous Mate-
rial Truck Tracking Facility; and $1,000,000 for the Research 
Foundation at the University of Nevada-Las Vegas to assess earth-
quake hazards and seismic risk in Southern Nevada; $100,000 for 
the Perchlorate Characterization study for the City of Simi Valley; 
and $6,000,000 for the Western Environmental Technology Office. 

Spent Nuclear Fuel Management.—The Department proposed 
to transfer responsibility for the management and operation of the 
DOE national spent fuel program, the foreign research reactor 
spent nuclear fuel acceptance program, and the management of 
chemical processing plant 666 at Idaho from the Office of Environ-
mental Management to the Office of Civilian Radioactive Waste 
Management. The conference agreement includes the requested 
amounts of $8,217,000 for the DOE national spent fuel program, 
$8,055,000 for management of chemical processing plant 666, and 
$1,060,000 for associated program direction costs. It is the con-
ferees’ expectation that these activities will continue to be managed 
at the Idaho site. 

Program Direction.—The conference agreement for program di-
rection is $271,059,000, the same as the budget request. 

Funding adjustments.—The conference agreement includes an 
offset of $143,000 the same as the budget request, for the security 
costs associated with reimbursable work. The conference agreement 
includes the use of $2,000,000 of prior year balances. 

OTHER DEFENSE ACTIVITIES 

The conference agreement provides $692,691,000 for Other De-
fense Activities. 
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ENERGY SECURITY AND ASSURANCE 

The conference agreement funds these programs under the Of-
fice of Electricity Transmission and Distribution. 

OFFICE OF SECURITY 

The conference agreement provides $298,506,000. $193,904,000 
is provided for nuclear safeguards and security; $49,880,000 is pro-
vided for security investigations; and $54,722,000 is provided for 
program direction. 

INDEPENDENT OVERSIGHT AND PERFORMANCE ASSURANCE 

The conference agreement provides $24,669,000, the same as 
the budget request, for the independent oversight and performance 
assurance program. 

ENVIRONMENT, SAFETY AND HEALTH (DEFENSE) 

The conference agreement provides $129,519,000 for defense- 
related environment, safety and health activities, including 
$20,414,000 for program direction. The conferees disagree with the 
Administration’s decision to cut funding for the Radiation Effects 
Research Foundation. Within available funds, the conference agree-
ment provides $14,000,000, an increase of $10,000,000 above the 
request for the Foundation. This funding is critical in carrying out 
the scientific work, which the United States has funded since 1947, 
to study the health effects associated with the atomic blasts above 
Hiroshima and Nagasaki. 

The conference agreement includes $2,000,000 for the Marshall 
Island program to meet the core health and environmental moni-
toring mission in order to reassure the communities of safe habi-
tation and resettlement. The conference agreement also includes 
$5,000,000 to continue the DOE Worker Records Digitization 
project in Nevada. These funds are to be administered by the Ne-
vada Site Office. The conferees provide $4,100,000 for the medical 
monitoring at the gaseous diffusion plants at Paducah, Kentucky, 
Portsmouth, Ohio, and Oak Ridge, Tennessee. The conferees sup-
port the continued use of helical low-dose CAT scanning for early 
lung cancer detection in workers with elevated risks of lung cancer. 
The conferees direct the Department to establish an employee field 
resource center in the State of New York. 

Former Worker Medical Screening.—The conference agreement 
includes $300,000 within the Former Workers Health Program for 
the Iowa Army Ammunition Plant for ongoing assistance in col-
lecting requisite medical records and completing claims forms for 
workers and retirees and $250,000 for the on-going beryllium 
screening and outreach program for workers employed at vendors 
in the Worcester, Massachusetts, area who supplied beryllium to 
the Atomic Energy Commission. 

The conferees support and are pleased with the Department’s 
efforts to expand the Voluntary Protection Program and other vol-
untary cooperative programs. The conference agreement includes 
$790,000 for the University of Washington’s Former Hanford Pro-
duction Workers Medical Screening Program and to initiate med-
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ical screening for current tank farm workers consistent with the 
July 2004 NIOSH Health Hazard Evaluation Report. 

Energy Employees Compensation Initiative.—The conferees 
note the transfer of responsibility for processing the Subtitle D 
claims from the Department of Energy to the Department of Labor. 

LEGACY MANAGEMENT 

The conferees support the established mission of the office of 
legacy management to manage the long-term stewardship respon-
sibilities at the Department’s cleanup sites. The conference agree-
ment provides a total of $46,895,000 for the office of legacy man-
agement of which $13,201,000 is provided for program direction. 
Within available funds, the conferees provide $8,000,000, to remain 
available until expended, for planning, design, construction, and 
land acquisition, if necessary, to establish a records management 
facility centrally located near sites transferring into Legacy Man-
agement status, and in close proximity to the Office of Legacy Man-
agement’s records management capability. The conferees urge the 
Department to accelerate these activities with the goal of such a 
facility being operational by early fiscal year 2007. From within 
available funds, the conference agreement provides $1,200,000 to 
complete transition of the STAR Center in Pinellas County, Florida 
and $4,000,000 for the final payment, subject to the existing re-
quirement for matching funds, to the Miamisburg Mound Commu-
nity Improvement Corporation. From available funds, $500,000 is 
provided to establish a Local Stakeholder Post-Closure organization 
in the State of Colorado. 

FUNDING FOR DEFENSE ACTIVITIES IN IDAHO 

The conference agreement provides $114,347,000 for defense- 
related activities at the Idaho National Laboratory (INL) and asso-
ciated Idaho cleanup sites. 

DEFENSE RELATED ADMINISTRATIVE SUPPORT 

The conference agreement provides $92,440,000 as proposed by 
the House for national security programs administrative support. 

OFFICE OF HEARINGS AND APPEALS 

The conference agreement provides $4,318,000 for the Office of 
Hearings and Appeals, the same as the budget request. 

OFFICE OF FUTURE LIABILITIES 

The conferees do not support the creation of a redundant De-
partmental office to address the planning function for long term en-
vironmental cleanup liabilities. The conference agreement provides 
no funds for the Office of Future Liabilities. 

DEFENSE NUCLEAR WASTE DISPOSAL 

The conference agreement provides $231,000,000 for the de-
fense contribution to the nuclear waste repository program. The 
Conferees are aware that the Department formally approved, in 
1995, the right of the Affected Units of Local Government and the 
State of Nevada to retain interest earned on unexpended balances 
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in their oversight accounts. The conferees reaffirm that this policy 
reflects the intent of Congress and should be maintained by the De-
partment. 

POWER MARKETING ADMINISTRATIONS 

OPERATION AND MAINTENANCE, SOUTHEASTERN POWER 
ADMINISTRATION 

The conference agreement includes $5,200,000, the same as the 
budget request, for the Southeastern Power Administration. The 
conference agreement provides $34,000,000 for purchase power and 
wheeling in fiscal year 2005. 

OPERATION AND MAINTENANCE, SOUTHWESTERN POWER 
ADMINISTRATION 

The conference agreement includes $29,352,000, the same as 
the budget request, for the Southwestern Power Administration. 
The conference agreement provides $2,900,000 for purchase power 
and wheeling in fiscal year 2005. The conference recommendation 
also provides authority for Southwestern to accept advances from 
non-Federal entities to provide interconnections to Southwestern’s 
transmission system. 

CONSTRUCTION, REHABILITATION, OPERATION AND MAINTENANCE, 
WESTERN AREA POWER ADMINISTRATION 

The conference agreement provides $173,100,000, for Western 
Area Power Administration. The conference agreement provides 
$227,600,000 for purchase power and wheeling in fiscal year 2005. 
Within available funds, the conference recommendation includes 
$6,000,000 for Topock-Davis-Mead Transmission Line Upgrades to 
provide additional transmission capacity by using aluminum ma-
trix composite conductor technology. 

Utah Mitigation and Conservation Fund.—The conference re-
port does not contain the change in law sought by the Administra-
tion concerning the transfer of this fund from the Secretary of En-
ergy to the Secretary of the Interior. 

Within available funds, $500,000 is provided on a non-reim-
bursable basis for a transmission study on the placement of 500 
MW of wind energy in North Dakota and South Dakota. 

FALCON AND AMISTAD OPERATING AND MAINTENANCE FUND 

The conference agreement includes $2,827,000, the same as the 
budget request, for the Falcon and Amistad Operating and Mainte-
nance Fund. 

FEDERAL ENERGY REGULATORY COMMISSION 

SALARIES AND EXPENSES 

The conference agreement includes $210,000,000 for the Fed-
eral Energy Regulatory Commission (FERC). Revenues for FERC 
are set at an amount equal to the budget authority, resulting in a 
net appropriation of $0. 
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On March 24, 2004, FERC issued a declaratory order asserting 
exclusive jurisdiction over the approval and siting of liquefied nat-
ural gas (LNG) terminals. FERC concluded that LNG terminals are 
engaged in foreign commerce and, as such, fall clearly within the 
authority granted to the FERC under Section 3 of the Natural Gas 
Act of 1938. The conferees agree on this point and disagree with 
the position of at least one State government agency that it should 
be the authority responsible for LNG terminal siting within its 
boundaries, rather than the FERC. 

The Natural Gas Act clearly preempts States on matters of ap-
proving and siting natural gas infrastructure associated with inter-
state and foreign commerce. These facilities need one clear process 
for review, approval, and siting decisions. Because LNG terminals 
affect both interstate and foreign commerce, LNG facility develop-
ment requires a process that also looks at the national public inter-
est, and not just the interests of one State. 

The conferees recognize that, as a matter of energy supply, the 
nation will need to expand its LNG infrastructure over the decades 
to come to satisfy natural gas demand. Any dispute of LNG siting 
jurisdictional authority now will be counterproductive to meeting 
our natural gas needs in the future. 

GENERAL PROVISIONS—DEPARTMENT OF ENERGY 

Sec. 301. The conference agreement includes language regard-
ing contract competition. 

Sec. 302. The conference agreement includes a provision that 
none of the funds may be used to prepare or implement workforce 
restructuring plans or provide enhanced severance payments and 
other benefits and community assistance grants for Federal em-
ployees of the Department of Energy under section 3161 of the Na-
tional Defense Authorization Act of Fiscal Year 1993, Public Law 
102–484. This provision has been carried in previous Energy and 
Water Development Appropriations Acts. 

Sec. 303. The conference agreement includes a provision that 
none of the funds may be used to augment funds made available 
for obligation for severance payments and other benefits and com-
munity assistance grants unless the Department of Energy submits 
a reprogramming request subject to approval by the appropriate 
Congressional committees. This provision has been carried in pre-
vious Energy and Water Development Appropriations Acts. 

Sec. 304. The conference agreement includes a provision that 
none of the funds may be used to prepare or initiate Requests for 
Proposals for a program if that program has not been funded by 
Congress in the current fiscal year. This provision also precludes 
the Department from initiating activities for new programs which 
have been proposed in the budget request, but which have not yet 
been funded by Congress. This provision has been carried in pre-
vious Energy and Water Development Appropriations Acts. 

(TRANSFERS OF UNEXPENDED BALANCES) 

Sec. 305. The conference agreement includes a provision that 
permits the transfer and merger of unexpended balances of prior 
appropriations with appropriation accounts established in this bill. 
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This provision has been carried in previous Energy and Water De-
velopment Appropriations Acts. 

Sec. 306. The conference agreement includes a provision pro-
hibiting the Bonneville Power Administration from performing en-
ergy efficiency services outside the legally defined Bonneville serv-
ice territory unless the Administrator certifies in advance that such 
services are not available from private sector businesses. This pro-
vision has been carried in previous Energy and Water Development 
Appropriations Acts. 

Sec. 307. The conference agreement includes a provision estab-
lishing certain notice and competition requirements for Department 
of Energy user facilities. This provision has been carried in pre-
vious Energy and Water Development Appropriations Acts. 

Sec. 308. The conference agreement includes a provision allow-
ing the Administrator of the National Nuclear Security Administra-
tion to authorize certain nuclear weapons production plants, in-
cluding the Nevada Test Site, to use not more than 2 percent of 
available funds for research, development and demonstration ac-
tivities. This provision has been carried in previous Energy and 
Water Development Appropriations Acts. 

Sec. 309. The conference agreement includes a provision which 
would authorize intelligence activities of the Department of Energy 
for purposes of section 504 of the National Security Act of 1947 
until enactment of the Intelligence Authorization Act for fiscal year 
2005. 

Sec. 310. The conference agreement includes a provision that 
requires that waste characterization at WIPP be limited to deter-
mining that the waste is not ignitable, corrosive, or reactive. This 
confirmation will be performed using radiography or visual exam-
ination of a representative subpopulation of the waste. The lan-
guage directs the Department of Energy to seek a modification to 
the WIPP Hazardous Waste Facility Permit to implement the pro-
visions of this section. 

Sec. 311. The conference agreement includes language regard-
ing disposition of depleted Uranium Hexafluoride. 

Sec. 312. The conference agreement includes a provision re-
garding the use of funds in this Act for some procurement actions 
by the Department of Energy. 

Sec. 313. The conference agreement includes a provision pro-
hibiting the use of funds in this Act for procurements to increase 
the dollar value of prime contracts awarded directly by the Depart-
ment to small business. 

Sec. 314. The conference agreement includes a provision lim-
iting the types of waste that can be disposed of in the Waste Isola-
tion Pilot Plant in New Mexico. None of the funds may be used to 
dispose of transuranic waste in excess of 20 percent plutonium by 
weight for the aggregate of any material category. At the Rocky 
Flats site, this provision includes ash residues; salt residues; wet 
residues; direct repackage residues; and scrub alloy as referenced 
in the ‘‘Final Environmental Impact Statement on Management of 
Certain Plutonium Residues and Scrub Alloy Stored at the Rocky 
Flats Environmental Technology Site’’. This provision has been car-
ried in previous Energy and Water Development Appropriations 
Acts. 
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CONFERENCE RECOMMENDATIONS 

The conference agreement’s detailed funding recommendations 
for programs in title III are contained in the following table. 
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TITLE IV—INDEPENDENT AGENCIES 

APPALACHIAN REGIONAL COMMISSION 

The conference agreement provides $66,000,000 for the Appa-
lachian Regional Commission. Within available funds, the con-
ferees direct the Commission to provide $1,000,000 to facilitate con-
struction of the Farmers’ Ethanol biorefinery and supporting infra-
structure in Perry County, Ohio. The conferees support the Appa-
lachian-Turkish Trade Project to promote trade and investment op-
portunities. 

DEFENSE NUCLEAR FACILITIES SAFETY BOARD 

SALARIES AND EXPENSES 

The conference agreement provides $20,268,000 for the De-
fense Nuclear Facilities Safety Board, the same as the request. 

DELTA REGIONAL AUTHORITY 

SALARIES AND EXPENSES 

The conference agreement appropriates $6,048,000 for the 
Delta Regional Authority. The conferees direct the Authority to 
submit to the House and Senate Committees on Appropriations 
quarterly financial reports providing detailed accounting data on 
the expenditures of funds during fiscal year 2005. The conferees 
also expect the Authority to submit a detailed budget justification 
for the fiscal year 2006 budget. 

DENALI COMMISSION 

The conference agreement appropriates $67,000,000 for the 
Denali Commission. The conferees renew the direction to the Com-
mission to submit a detailed budget justification for fiscal year 
2006. 

NUCLEAR REGULATORY COMMISSION 

SALARIES AND EXPENSES 

The conference agreement includes $662,777,000, to be offset 
by revenues of $534,354,000, for a net appropriation of 
$128,423,000. This reflects the statutory language adopted by the 
conference in fiscal year 2001 to reduce the fee recovery require-
ment to 90 percent in fiscal year 2005. 

In fiscal year 2004, the conferees directed the Nuclear Regu-
latory Commission to contract with the National Academy of 
Sciences for a study of spent nuclear fuel storage at commercial re-
actor sites. The National Academy completed this study and found 
a number of areas in which the NRC could improve its modeling 
of the risks to spent fuel storage and the mitigation of such risks. 
The conferees expect the NRC to take the necessary steps to im-
prove its analyses, including the preparation of site-specific models, 
and to work with the utilities to ensure timely application of this 
information to mitigate risks. 
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OFFICE OF INSPECTOR GENERAL 

The conference agreement includes $7,518,000, to be offset by 
revenues of $6,766,200, for a net appropriation of $751,800. This 
reflects the statutory language adopted by the conference in fiscal 
year 2001 to reduce the fee recovery requirement to 90 percent in 
fiscal year 2005. 

NUCLEAR WASTE TECHNICAL REVIEW BOARD 

SALARIES AND EXPENSES 

The conference agreement provides $3,177,000, the same as 
the budget request. 

TITLE V—GENERAL PROVISIONS 

Sec. 501. The conference agreement includes language direct-
ing that none of the funds appropriated in this Act may be used 
in any way, directly or indirectly, to influence congressional action 
on any legislation or appropriation matters pending before Con-
gress except to communicate to Members of Congress. 

Sec. 502. The conference agreement includes language regard-
ing the transfer of funds made available in this Act to other depart-
ments or agencies of the federal government. 

Sec. 503. The conference agreement includes language regard-
ing the public release of documents concerning energy markets. 

Sec. 504. The conference agreement includes language regard-
ing the extension of the prohibition of oil and gas drilling in the 
Great Lakes through 2007. 

Sec. 505. The conference agreement includes language author-
izing the Secretary of the Army to transfer and advance funds to 
the Administrator of the Bonneville Power Administration to carry 
out activities in connection with Section 2406 of the Energy Policy 
Act of 1992. 

Sec. 506. The conference agreement includes language con-
cerning the voting methods for the Delta Regional Authority. 

TITLE VI 

The conference agreement includes language changing the 
composition, operation, and duties of the Board of Directors of the 
Tennessee Valley Authority. 

CONFERENCE TOTAL—WITH COMPARISONS 

The total new budget (obligational) authority for the fiscal year 
2005 recommended by the Committee of Conference, with compari-
sons to the fiscal year 2004 amount, the 2005 budget estimates, 
and the House and Senate bills for 2005 follow: 

[In thousands of dollars] 

New budget (obligation) authority, fiscal year 2004 ........................... $27,756,375 
Budget estimates of new (obligational) authority, fiscal year 2005 28,470,382 
House bill, fiscal year 2005 ................................................................... 28,525,000 
Senate bill, fiscal year 2005 .................................................................. 0 
Conference agreement, fiscal year 2005 .............................................. 29,020,000 
Conference agreement compared with: 

New budget (obligation) authority, fiscal year 2004 .................... +1,263,625 
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Budget estimates of new (obligational) authority, fiscal year 
2005 .............................................................................................. +549,618 

House bill, fiscal year 2005 ............................................................ +495,000 
Senate bill, fiscal year 2005 ........................................................... +29,020,000 

DIVISION D—FOREIGN OPERATIONS, EXPORT FINANCING, 
AND RELATED PROGRAMS APPROPRIATIONS ACT, 2005 

The statement of the managers remains silent on provisions 
that were in both the House and Senate bills that remain un-
changed by this conference agreement, except as noted in this 
statement of the managers. The House and Senate report language 
that is not changed by the conference is approved by the committee 
of conference. The statement of the managers, while repeating 
some report language for emphasis, does not intend to negate the 
language referred to above unless expressly provided herein. 

TITLE I—EXPORT AND INVESTMENT ASSISTANCE 

EXPORT-IMPORT BANK OF THE UNITED STATES 

The conference agreement appropriates $59,800,000 for the 
subsidy appropriation instead of $125,700,000 as proposed by the 
House and $115,700,000 as proposed by the Senate. The managers 
expect that there will be no reduction in Export-Import Bank activ-
ity levels due to the extraordinarily high level of carryover balances 
in fiscal year 2005, which total approximately $444,000,000. 

The conference agreement appropriates $73,200,000 for admin-
istrative expenses for the Export-Import Bank as included in the 
House bill and Senate amendment. 

The conference agreement does not include a first-time appro-
priation for an Office of Inspector General. The managers note that 
the Export-Import Bank already has an audit committee and other 
regimes in place, including independent auditors that provide fi-
nancial oversight to its operations. 

The conference agreement includes Senate language that re-
quires the Export-Import Bank to provide a report on the economic 
effect of an ethanol dehydration plant in Trinidad and Tobago with-
in 30 days of enactment of this Act. The conference agreement does 
not include Senate language that would have required prior con-
sultation with the Senate Finance Committee and the Committees 
on Appropriations prior to extending credit support to establish or 
expand the production of indigenous products by a beneficiary 
country pursuant to section 423 of the Tax Reform Act of 1986. The 
managers are concerned by the precedent this provision may estab-
lish within the Act, and believe this matter is better addressed by 
the relevant authorizing committees. 

OVERSEAS PRIVATE INVESTMENT CORPORATION 

The managers direct the President of OPIC to continue current 
policy and consult with the Committees on Appropriations before 
any future financing for nongovernmental organizations or private 
and voluntary organizations is approved. 

The conference agreement includes Senate language that al-
lows OPIC to operate in Iraq for fiscal year 2005. The House bill 
did not address this matter. 
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