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FIRE NEWS--Central Oregon Interagency Dispatch Center

For Immediate Release: September 28, 2008 – 9:00 p.m.  
Contact:  Media Desk, 541/416-6811     www.fs.fed.us/r6/centraloregon/fire
ORCA Team takes command of the Wizard Fire
Camp Sherman – Incident Commander Kenneth Paul’s ORCA Type 2 team at 6 a.m. Monday morning will assume responsibility for fire operations on the Wizard Fire.  “The change from a type 3 team to a Type 2 is due to the number of firefighters associated with the incident, the size of the fire camp, and support issues, not because of fire operations” said District Ranger Bill Anthony. “The Central Oregon Type 3 Team of John Wells, Incident Commander did a great job on managing the fire”.
On the fire are 449 personnel, 4 helicopters and other firefighting aircraft. Planned Sunday evening was the under burning of fine fire fuels from the Green Ridge Look Out to the 14 road and if conditions allowed, to the east of the fire.  The firefighting base of operations or incident command is being located at Camp Sherman.
On Sunday at 11:30 a.m., a community meeting was held at Camp Sherman at the community hall and over 93 people attended.  Discussed were the origins of the fire, the fire response to date and the history of fire in the fire area.  This area has burned 3 times prior to this burn in the last 20 years.  The present fire is not currently threatening any structures or communities.
The Wizard Fire remains on the east side of Forest Road 14.  Fire crews successfully extinguished a number of spot fires that had started on the west side of the road, keeping the fire away from campgrounds, the Wizard Falls Fish Hatchery, private lands, and the Metolius River.  Fire crews are being challenged by the steep terrain on Green Ridge, limited road access to some portions of the fire, and dry and windy conditions.

An Area Closure has been established along Forest Roads 1419, 1120, and 11, including trails near the Metolius River downstream of Canyon Creek.  Wizard Falls Fish Hatchery, as well as Allen Springs, Pioneer Ford, and Lower Bridge campgrounds are closed.  Fire and law enforcement officials are requesting that people stay away from the area at this time to allow fire personnel safe access in to the fire.
Fire information will be available later Monday on www.inciweb.org and the Team will be establishing phone lines to Incident Command on Tuesday.  For information please call 541/416-68113
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