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FIRE NEWS--Central Oregon Interagency Dispatch Center

For Immediate Release August 7, 2008 – 8:10 p.m.
Contact:  Media Desk, 541/416-6811     www.fs.fed.us/r6/centraloregon/fire
Lightning Sparks Activity across Central Oregon
Central Oregon – Multiple lightning-sparked fires kept firefighting resources moving across Central Oregon today.

Early morning lightning on the east slopes of the Cascade Mountains, got dispatchers and firefighters busy on lands west of Bend. As storms continued, lightning moved over the Prineville area and headed toward the John Day area.  By early evening, over 160 incident reports of fires on federal, state, and private lands across Central Oregon came into the Central Oregon Interagency Dispatch Center (COIDC).

A variety of local initial attack air and ground resources kept most fires small, less than ½ acre.  However, two fires burning in rangeland adjacent to the John Day River, north of Clarno, Ore. were approximately 200 acres and 400 acres.  A third fire, also burning in rangeland, located along the ridge of the Lower Deschutes River and west of Grass Valley, grew to approximately 300 acres.  Engines and a helicopter were responding to the fire on the Lower Deschutes River, while rural fire departments worked on the fires north of Clarno.  All of these larger fires were responding well to initial attack.
Firefighters expect additional thunderstorms and lightning strikes through late Friday.  If people see a fire, they should contact 911.
A Red Flag Warning, issued by the National Weather Service, remains in effect until 8 p.m. this Friday for abundant lightning, strong winds, and dry vegetation.  
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