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Veterans Benefits Manual M21-1, Part VI, “Rating Board Procedures,” is changed as follows:





Pages 4-i through 4-4:  Remove these pages and substitute pages 4-i through 4-3 attached.





Subparagraph 4.03(b) is revised to update the term Adjudication Officer to Veterans Service Center Manager.  This is a miscellaneous editorial correction to the chapter.





A note has been added to subparagraph 4.03(b) to show that when the medical evidence is incomplete, VA Form 21-0779, Request for Nursing Home Information in Connection with Claim for Aid and Attendance, may be used in obtaining certification from the nursing home facility.





The Table of Contents and pagination are updated.
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CHAPTER 4.  RATINGS FOR ANCILLARY BENEFITS AND SPECIAL PURPOSES


4.01   GENERAL


	Although the majority of rating decisions address only the issues of compensation, pension, or DIC  entitlement, ratings may be required to determine eligibility to any VA benefit contingent on an issue of disability or death.  These ratings are final and binding on subsequent determinations for other benefits, and may be reversed only on appeal or under the provisions of 38 CFR 3.105.





	a.  Jurisdiction.  Do not prepare a rating for non-VA benefits, such as a State bonus or local tax exemption, solely at the request of State officials or other interested persons.  An eligibility determination must be requested by the veteran or next of kin.  See part III, chapter 9.  A formal application for compensation (VAF 21-526) or DIC (VAF 21-534) is required before the rating activity may assume jurisdiction for any of the following benefits:





	(1)  Automobile and adaptive equipment for other than persons in service.  See paragraph 4.08 and part IV, chapter 23.





	(2)  Specially adapted housing.  See paragraph 4.09 and part IV, chapter 23.





	(3)  Housing preference.  See part III, chapter 10.





	(4)  Claims affecting RSFPP (Retired Servicemen's Family Protection Plan) and SBP (Survivor Benefit Plan).  See part IV, chapter 20.





	(5)  Civil service disability preference.  See part III, chapter 10.





	b.  Preparation of Ratings.  Construct all ratings with a statement of "Issue," "Evidence," "Decision," and "Reasons and Bases."  Instructions to authorization for processing, or information in addition to what is required by this chapter, may be included at local option above the Jurisdiction section on individual ratings.  Include a coded conclusion if required by appendix A; carry forward these codes on any subsequent rating which contains a coded conclusion pertaining to compensation or disability pension entitlement.





	c.  Cross References





ISSUE�
38 CFR�
M21-1�
�
FOR VOCATIONAL REHABILITATION PURPOSES�
21.40�
Pt VI, par 4.02; Pt IV, par 23.09.�
�
FOR [SPOUSE'S][SURVIVING SPOUSE'S][PARENT'S] ENTITLEMENT TO AID AND ATTENDANCE, OR FOR SURVIVING SPOUSE'S ENTITLEMENT TO HOUSEBOUND�
3.351�
Pt VI, par 4.03�
�
FOR VETERAN'S CIVIL SERVICE PREFERENCE PURPOSES�
3.357�
Pt VI, par 4.04; Pt III, par 10.01�
�
FOR INSURANCE PURPOSES�
3.355�
Pt VI, pars 4.05, 5.21; Pt IV, par 23.11; Pt III, par 3.05�
�
FOR PURPOSES OF 38 U.S.C. 1702--PSYCHOSIS�
17.33�
Pt VI, par 4.06�
�
FOR SANITY OF BENEFICIARY IN REGARD TO HOMICIDE�
3.354�
Pt IV, par 11.10d�
�
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FOR PURPOSES OF 38 U.S.C. CH. 39--ENTITLEMENT TO AUTOMOBILE AND ADAPTIVE EQUIPMENT�
3.808�
Pt VI, par 4.08; Pt IV, par 23.08�
�
FOR SPECIALLY ADAPTED HOUSING PURPOSES�
3.809, 3.809a�
Pt VI, par 4.09; Pt IV, par 23.07�
�
FOR THE PURPOSE OF DISCHARGE OF LIABILITY FOR EDUCATIONAL LOAN�
21.4500�
Pt VI, par 4.10�
�
FOR THE PURPOSE OF DEPENDENTS' EDUCATIONAL ASSISTANCE UNDER 38 U.S.C. CH. 35�
21.3020�
Pt VI, pars 4.11, 5.22�
�
FOR LOAN GUARANTY PURPOSES�
3.315(b)�
Pt VI, par 4.12; Pt IV, par 23.06�
�
FOR PURPOSES OF 38 U.S.C. 109(c)--POLISH AND CZECHOSLOVAKIAN ARMED FORCES�
3.359�
Pt VI, par 4.13�
�
FOR PURPOSES OF EXTENDED DELIMITING DATES�
21.44, 21.1043, 21.3041, 21.3046�
Pt VI, par 4.14�
�
FOR DENTAL TREATMENT PURPOSES�
17.120, 17.123, 17.123a�
Pt. IV, par 23.03; Pt VI, par 4.16�
�
FOR PURPOSES OF APPOINTMENT TO A SERVICE ACADEMY�
�
Pt III, par 10.04�
�
FOR PERMANENT INCAPACITY FOR SELF-SUPPORT DUE TO PHYSICAL OR MENTAL DISABILITY OF A CHILD�
3.315(a), 3.356�
Pt VI, par 11.02�
�
FOR UNEMPLOYMENT COMPENSATION PURPOSES�
�
Pt III, par 9.22�
�
FOR DEATH GRATUITY PURPOSES (38 U.S.C. 1323)�
3.804�
Pt III, par 10.05�
�
FOR THE DECISION OF INSANITY AFFECTING A [CHARACTER OF DISCHARGE, LINE-OF-DUTY, or MISCONDUCT] DETERMINATION�
3.354�
Pt VI, par 4.07; Pt IV, pars 11.05�
�
ELIGIBILITY DETERMINATION TO ESTABLISH SERVICE-CONNECTED DEATH UNDER THE PROVISIONS OF SECTION 156, PUBLIC LAW 97-377�
3.812�
Pt IV, chapter 32�
�



4.02	  Rescinded per M21-1MR, Part IX dated November 16, 2004





4.03	  AID AND ATTENDANCE ALLOWANCE FOR SPOUSES, SURVIVING SPOUSES AND PARENTS; HOUSEBOUND BENEFITS FOR SURVIVING SPOUSES ENTITLED TO DIC OR IMPROVED PENSION


	a.  Jurisdiction.  Surviving spouses and parents who are receiving or entitled to receive death pension (including protected pension and old war service pension), dependency and indemnity compensation or death compensation, and spouses of veterans with a combined evaluation of 30 percent or more for service-connected conditions, may qualify for aid and attendance allowance under 38 CFR 3.351.  Only surviving spouses who are receiving or entitled to receive dependency and indemnity compensation or improved pension may qualify for the housebound rate under 38 CFR 3.351(d).  Accept any communication from a claimant or accredited representative indicating a desire for increased benefits because of disability or nursing home patient status as a claim for housebound or aid and attendance.
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	b.  Medical Evidence.  Base determinations of a claimant's need for aid and attendance or housebound on medical reports and findings by private physicians or non-VA facilities.  Examinations by VA are not generally conducted except at the discretion of the Veterans Service Center Manager.  Statements by private physicians meeting the requirements of 38 CFR 3.326(d) are acceptable for rating purposes.  Also, statements by responsible officials of nursing homes are acceptable to establish patient status without the need for a physical examination.  See 38 CFR 3.351(c)(2).  





NOTE:  If the information received from the nursing home official is incomplete for VA purposes, then VA Form 21-0779, Request for Nursing Home Information in Connection with Claim for Aid and Attendance, may be faxed or mailed to the nursing home official for the appropriate certification.  Pertinent or missing information may also be obtained telephonically and documented on a Report of Contact (VA Form 119).





	c.  Rating Required.  A rating is required when entitlement to aid and attendance allowance may not be based on nursing home patient status.  Show in the conclusion rating code 46, 46A, 47, or 47A as found in appendix A.  If housebound benefits are awarded to a surviving spouse, but aid and attendance benefits are denied, use both rating codes 47 and 46A.





	d.	Authorization Without Rating.  Award action will be taken authorizing aid and attendance allowance without a rating if evidence establishes the claimant's nursing home patient status.  See part IV, chapter 25 and part V, chapter 6.  Housebound is not subject to presumption and is payable only as a result of a rating.





	(1)  Discharge From Hospital to Nursing Home.  If a period of hospitalization of 90 days or less results in a discharge to a nursing home as a patient, aid and attendance may be authorized without a rating from the date of hospital admission, subject to the effective date provision of 38 CFR 3.402(c) or 3.404.





	(2)  Discharge From Nursing Home.  Procedures outlined in part IV, chapter 25 for disability cases will be applied in death cases if the claimant is discharged from a nursing home.





4.04	Rescinded per M21-1MR, Part IX dated November 16, 2004


4.05	Rescinded per M21-1MR, Part IX dated November 16, 2004


4.06	Rescinded per M21-1MR, Part IX dated November 16, 2004


4.07	Rescinded per M21-1MR, Part IX dated November 16, 2004


4.08	Rescinded per M21-1MR, Part IX dated November 16, 2004


4.09	Rescinded per M21-1MR, Part IX dated November 16, 2004


4.10	Rescinded per M21-1MR, Part IX dated November 16, 2004


4.11	Rescinded per M21-1MR, Part IX dated November 16, 2004


4.12	Rescinded per M21-1MR, Part IX dated November 16, 2004


4.13	Rescinded per M21-1MR, Part IX dated November 16, 2004


4.14	Rescinded per M21-1MR, Part VI dated January 29, 2002





NOTE:  The content of pages 4-4 through 4-16 has been removed per M21-1MR, Part IX dated November 16, 2004.
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