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CHAPTER 2.  DEFINITIONS





2.01  GENERAL





	The definitions given in this chapter are for terms commonly used in the administration of benefits under chapters 30, 32, and 35, title 38, U.S. Code; [chapter 1606], title 10, U.S. Code, and sections 901 and 903 of Public Law 96-342.  Some definitions are from title 38, U.S. Code and 38 CFR (Code of Federal Regulations).  At times, it will be necessary to refer to title 38 or the CFR for the complete legal definition. 





2.02  GLOSSARY OF TERMS AND ABBREVIATIONS 





ACCRUED BENEFITS.  Benefits payable to next of kin or other eligible beneficiaries of a deceased claimant; payments represent amounts due but unpaid at time of death.  (See pt. IV, par. 11.27i, for procedures.)





ACDUTRA (ACTIVE DUTY FOR TRAINING).  Active duty for training in the Reserves or National Guard.  This includes reservists on full-time duty for training purposes in the Armed Forces, or members of the National Guard or Air National Guard of any state, performing full-time training duty under 32 U.S.C. 316, 502, 503, 504, or 505.  (See 38 U.S.C. 101(22) for full definition.) 





ACCREDITING AGENCY.  A nationally recognized agency or association which the Secretary of Education determines as a reliable authority on the quality of training offered by an educational institution.  The Secretary publishes a list of these agencies and associations which SAAs (State approving agencies) use for establishing what courses may be approved under the provisions of 38 U.S.C. 3675. 





ACTIVE DUTY.  Full-time duty in the Armed Forces of the United States.  This also includes full-time duty performed by commissioned officers of the Public Health Service and the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration.  (See 38 U.S.C. 101(21) for a full definition.  For the definitions specific to certain benefits, see pt. V, [par. 1.02a for chapter 30; pt. VI, par. 1.02a, for chapter 32; and pt. VII, par. 1.02f, for chapter 35.])





ADVANCE PAYMENT.  The monetary allowance which may be payable to a student for the first fractional (or full) month and the following full month of enrollment.  These payments are mailed to schools before the beginning of classes for release to students who have completed registration.  (See pt. IV, par. 10.02a.)





AFFIRMATION OF ENROLLMENT.  The document (VA Form 22-1999c) signed by the [student] affirming an enrollment contract for a correspondence course.  The date of affirmation must be 10 days after the veteran or eligible person has signed the enrollment contract.  (See pt. IV, par. 2.15.)


�



AGR (ACTIVE GUARD RESERVE).  A member of the Army Reserve, Air Force Reserve, Army National Guard or Air Force National Guard who is on active duty for purposes other than training.  The Marine Corps Reserve equivalent is called FTS (Full�Time Service).  (See [TG 22-99-5]; see also M21-1, pt. IV, pars. 10.02 and 10.03.)





[ALTERNATIVE TEACHER CERTIFICATION PROGRAM.  A program leading to a teacher's certificate that allows individuals with a bachelor's degree or graduate degree to obtain teacher certification without enrolling in an institution of higher learning (38 CFR 21.7020(b)(43)).  Also, see part III, paragraph 7.04e.]





APPRENTICESHIP TRAINING.  On-the-job training which has been established as an apprentice course by a training establishment, including a course under the supervision of a college or university, any State department of education, State apprenticeship agency, State board of vocational education, joint apprenticeship committee, or the Bureau of Apprenticeship and Training and which has been approved as an apprentice course by the SAA. 





[A/R.  Abbreviation for accounts receivable.]





ARMED FORCES.  This means the United States Army, Navy, Marine Corps, Air Force, and Coast Guard, including the reserve components thereof.  (See 38 CFR [3.1 for full definition.  See pt. VII, par. 1.02e for chapter 35.]) 





[ARMS (AUTOMATED REFERENCE MATERIALS SYSTEM) .  An electronic system for accessing all VBA publications.] 





ASSIGNMENT OF BENEFITS.  Any arrangement by a school which denies the student the opportunity to control the proceeds of a check.  Section 5301(a) of title 38, U. S. Code, provides that payments of benefits due under the laws administered by VA shall not be assigned except as specifically authorized by law.  There are no laws that authorize assignment of VA educational checks [or direct deposit/EFT (Electronic Fund Transfer)]. 





ATTENDANCE.  The presence of a veteran or eligible person in the class where the approved course is being taught; at a training establishment; or any other place of instruction, training, or study designated by the educational institution or training establishment where the veteran or eligible person is enrolled and is pursuing a program of education.  (See 38 CFR 21.4200(q).)





AUDITED COURSE.  Any credit course which a student attends as a listener only with a prior understanding between school officials and the student that such attendance will not result in credit being granted toward graduation (38 CFR 21.4200(i)).  Also, see part IV, paragraph 11.06.





BASIC EDUCATIONAL ASSISTANCE.  A monetary benefit payable to all individuals who meet the basic requirements of chapter 30, title 38, U. S. Code, for pursuit of a program of education.  (See 38 CFR 21.7020(b)(4).)  [  ]


�



BDN (BENEFITS DELIVERY NETWORK).  [Previously referred to as TARGET.  VA's main processing system for all awards and related actions.  This system generates the payment information that is sent to the Treasury for producing the benefit checks.  BDN also contains the master record files for veterans and other beneficiaries.]





[BINQ (BIRLS INQUIRY).  A BDN command to access BIRLS (Beneficiary Identification and Records Locator Subsystem).]





BIRLS (BENEFICIARY IDENTIFICATION AND RECORDS LOCATOR SUBSYSTEM).  [A computerized record system containing] basic identifying information on a VA claimant including current location of the claimant's folder and service information. 





BREAK IN SERVICE.  This term has a special meaning under chapter 30.  See part V, [paragraph 1.02c].





[BVA (BOARD OF VETERANS APPEALS).  The VA organization that handles appeals of VBA decisions.]  





[CADD (CHANGE OF ADDRESS).  A BDN command  used to change a claimant's address.]





[CADJ (CLAIMS ADJUDICATION).  A BDN command used to process a claim.]





[CAVC (THE COURT OF APPEALS FOR VETERANS CLAIMS).  The Federal Appellate Court having initial appellate authority over decisions made or affirmed by BVA.]





[CDEV (CLAIMS DEVELOPMENT).  A BDN command; usually used to send development letters.]





C/E (CERTIFICATE OF ELIGIBILITY).  A VA Form 22-1993a issued to an applicant showing approval to pursue a stated program of education at a particular institution, the remaining entitlement of the student, and the ending date of the student's eligibility.  A VA Form 22-0557 is a computer generated C/E for [chapters 30 and 1606 only.  PCGL (Personal Computer Generated Letters) system can issue a letter version of a C/E.  (See pt. III, par. 9.01, [pt. V, par. 2.09 and TG 22-99-5, pt. IV, ch. 1, pg. 23].)





[CERT (CERTIFICATION).  A BDN command used to certify school attendance.]





CERTIFYING OFFICIAL.  The person at an education institution whom VA has delegated the authority to sign enrollment certifications, other certification documents, and reports relating to VA benefits. 





[CEST (CLAIMS ESTABLISHMENT.  A BDN command used to begin the processing of a claim.]





CHANGE OF PROGRAM.  A change in the educational, professional, or vocational objective for which the claimant entered training.  (See 38 CFR 21.4234(a) and pt. IV, ch. 4.) 





CHARACTER OF DISCHARGE.  A service department's characterization of a particular period of service.  (For the effect on chapter 30, see pt. V, [par. 1.17e]; for the other benefits, see pt. III, par. 3.09.).





[CIWD (CONDITION INTERFERED WITH DUTY.  A separation reason designating a type of release from active duty.]





CLAIMANT.  An individual who has filed a claim for VA benefits.  This term is used at any stage in the process of resolving the claim.  It includes persons who are potentially eligible for benefits, recipients of benefits, and those whose claims have been disallowed. 





[CNAM (CHANGE NAME).  A BDN command used to change a claimant's name.]





COD (CERTIFICATION OF DELIVERY OF ADVANCE PAYMENT AND ENROLLMENT).  A VA Form 22-1999V containing preprinted information furnished to schools in a separate envelope when an advance payment check is issued for one of their students.  This form must be completed by the certifying official and immediately returned to VA when the advance payment check is given to the student.  (See pt. IV, par. 10.15.)





[COE (CERTIFICATE OF ELIGIBILITY).  This is another abbreviation for a certificate of eligibility.]





COG (CONVENIENCE OF GOVERNMENT)  A reason for separation from active duty which allows discharge before completion of the obligated period of service; a factor in determining eligibility under chapters 30 and 32.  (See pt. V, [par. 3.06e], for ch. 30; see pt. VI, par. 3.05b(4), for ch. 32.)





CONCURRENT ENROLLMENT.  Enrollment at more than one school at the same time (the dates of course pursuit at each school may overlap).  When a student cannot successfully schedule his or her complete program at one school, or cannot complete his or her program within the planned period to complete an objective, a student may pursue courses at a second institution.  The primary institution certifies that supplemental school pursuit will be accepted at full credit toward the student's course objective.  (See pt. IV, par. 1.09b.)





CONFIRMED ENROLLMENT.  An enrollment certification which is dated and signed by the school's certifying official on or after the first day of a certified enrollment period.  (See pt. IV, par. 1.27.)





CONTINUOUS ACTIVE DUTY.  This term has a specific meaning under chapter 30.  See part V, [paragraph 1.02d]. 
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COOPERATIVE [COURSE.  A full-time program consisting of alternating phases of school instruction and training in a business or industrial establishment that is strictly supplemental to the school instruction.  Alternating periods may be a part-day in school and a part-day on the job or may be periods which alternate on a daily, weekly, monthly, or term basis.  The alternate in-school periods of the course must be at least as long as the alternate periods in the business or industrial establishment to be approved for VA benefit payments.  (See 38 CFR 21.7020(b)(39) and pt. IV, par. 7.11].)





[CORR (CORRECTION).  A BDN command used to change specific fields in BDN records.]





CORRESPONDENCE TRAINING.  Training completed by mail.  Lessons are sent to the student to be completed at home.  Completed lessons are mailed to the school for grading.  (See pt. IV, ch. 2.)





COST OF COURSE.  The total cost for tuition and fees for a course which an educational institution charges to nonveterans whose circumstances are similar to veterans enrolled in the same course.  "Cost of course" does not include the cost of supplies or books which the student is required to purchase at his or her own expense.  [(See 38 CFR 21.7020(b)(7).)]





COURSE.  An individual unit course within an education program or an approved course of study. 





[DATE OF AFFIRMATION).  The date ten days after the date a student signs an enrollment agreement for a correspondence course), on which the student signs and submits to VA a written agreement affirming the enrollment agreement.  (See 38 CFR 21.7020(b)(44) and pt. IV, par. 2.15.)]





DD FORM 214.  The Certificate of Release or Discharge from Active Duty which is prepared at the time an individual completes a period of active duty in the Armed Forces.  Former members of the Public Health Service and the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration do not receive a DD Form 214.  Veterans of these branches of service receive comparable documents which provide necessary information concerning their active duty service.  (See pt. V, par. 3.03c, for chapter 30; for other benefits, see pt. III, par. 3.07.)





DEA (DEPENDENTS' EDUCATIONAL ASSISTANCE) PROGRAM—CHAPTER 35 OF TITLE 38, U. S. CODE.  See Survivors' and Dependents' Educational Assistance. 





DEFECTIVE ENLISTMENT.  An agreement for enlistment into military service which is voided for one of the following reasons:  (1) the individual enlisted was a minor for purposes of service in the Armed Forces; (2) the enlistment or induction was erroneous; or (3) the enlistment agreement was defective.  A defective enlistment is a factor in chapter 30 eligibility determinations.  (See pt. V, [pars. 1.17a and 3.06].)





DEFICIENCY COURSE.  Any secondary level course or subject not previously completed satisfactorily but specifically required for pursuit of a post-secondary program of education. (See 38 CFR 21.4200(s) and pt. III, par. 7.16.)





DELIMITING DATE.  The first day after a claimant's period of eligibility expires.  Benefits are not payable on or after the delimiting date.  





DEP (DELAYED ENLISTMENT PROGRAM).  A form of delayed entry which allows individuals to contract to go on active duty in the Armed Forces at a later date.  The periods of time of the delayed entry onto active duty vary according to the specific program involved.  For example, under DEP, the delayed entry onto active duty varies up to 270 days.  In other programs, such as Reserve Officers' Training Corps (ROTC), the delay may be several years. 





DEPENDENT.  Qualifying dependents for VA benefit purposes are a veteran's spouse and child (natural child, adopted child, or stepchild).  A veteran's mother or father may also be considered a dependent if dependent upon the veteran for support.  (See [38 CFR 21.7020(b)(9) and] pt. IV, ch. 9.)





DISABLING EFFECTS OF CHRONIC ALCOHOLISM.  Alcohol-induced physical or mental disorders or both, such as habitual intoxication, withdrawal, delirium, amnesia, dementia, and other like manifestations of chronic alcoholism which have been medically diagnosed as manifestations of alcohol dependency or chronic alcohol abuse, and are determined to have prevented commencement or completion of the affected individual's chosen program of education. (See [38 CFR 21.7020(b)(38) and] pt. III, par. 4.03.)  





DISCHARGE (OR RELEASE).  Dismissal or release from a period of service.  (See 38 U.S.C. 101(18) for special circumstances which may be considered a discharge.  See pt. III, ch. 3, for additional information for general claims processing and pt. V, ch. 1, for additional information for chapter 30 processing.)   





[DIVISIONS OF THE SCHOOL YEAR.  An ordinary school year is generally a period of 2 semesters or 3 quarters which is not less than 30 nor more than 39 weeks in total length.  Other divisions of the school year are terms, quarters, semesters, summer terms, and summer sessions.  (38 CFR 21.4200(b))]





DLC (DATE OF LAST CERTIFICATION).  The last date through which an eligible person's training has been verified.  The DLC field on [BDN] shows the day following the actual date of last certification.  For example, if the veteran's training has been verified through June 30; DLC on [BDN] will show July 1.  





DLP (DATE OF LAST PAYMENT).  The last date through which payment has been issued based on a student's enrollment.  THE DLP field on [BDN] shows the day following the actual date of last payment.  For example, if the veteran has been paid through April 30, DLP on [BDN] will show May 1.
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DMDC (DEFENSE MANPOWER DATA CENTER) RECORD.  The DMDC record contains information from the serviceperson's military records.  VA accesses the (Department of Defense's) DOD's manpower database through computer interface between DMDC in Monterey, CA, and the [BDN] system.  This data is used for chapters 30 and [1606] only. 





[DOD.  An abbreviation for the Department of Defense.]





DROP PERIOD.  See part IV, paragraph 11.06.





DROPPED PRIORS.  Award lines covering dates earlier than the current award period which have been dropped from the primary award screen due to lack of storage space.  (See pt. IV, par. 13.19.)





DUAL ELIGIBILITY.  Entitlement to education benefits under two or more programs administered by VA.  If an individual qualifies for educational assistance under two or more such programs, the total assistance available may not exceed an aggregate total of 48 months, or the equivalent in part-time benefits.  A person having dual eligibility may not receive more than one benefit at a time.  (See pt. IV, par. 3.01.)





[DUPC (DUPLICATE CLAIM).  A BDN command used to combine duplicate file numbers in BDN.]





[DVA (DEPARTMENT OF VETERANS AFFAIRS).  The executive department established by law to administer veterans benefits (under title 38, U.S. Code).  Formerly known as the Veterans Administration.]





DUPLICATION OF BENEFITS.  Concurrent payment of education benefits under more than one VA program and concurrent payment of VA education benefits and payment under certain other federal benefit programs.  (See pt. IV, ch. 3, for full information.)





EARLY-OUT DISCHARGE.  A discharge before the completion of the obligated period of service; a factor in eligibility for chapters 30 and 32.  (See pt. V, [par. 3.07b for chapter 30]; pt. VI, par. 1.04, for chapter 32.)





[ECAP (ELECTRONIC CERTIFICATION AUTOMATED PROGRAM).  An automated program that processes enrollment certifications and changes in student status.  (See pt.  II, par. 1.16.)]





[ECM (EDUCATION CASE MANAGER).  The person at the VA RPO (Regional Processing Office) charged with processing of individual education claims (usually involving complex issues).]
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EDUCATIONAL ASSISTANCE.  The monetary benefits received by a veteran or eligible person.  This term is generally used interchangeably with the term "education benefits."  However, under the Montgomery GI Bill—Active Duty, the term "educational assistance" means basic educational assistance, supplemental educational assistance, and all additional amounts payable, commonly called "kickers."  


[(See 38 CFR 21.7020(b)(12)).]





EDUCATIONAL INSTITUTION [(SCHOOL OR INSTITUTION):  Any public or private elementary school, secondary school, vocational school, correspondence school, business school, junior college, teachers' college, college, normal school, professional school, university, or scientific or technical institution, or other institution furnishing education for adults.  It also includes training establishments and organizations that offer licensing and certification tests.  See definition of training establishment below.  (See also 38 CFR 21.4200 (a).)





Chapter 35 has a similar definition except that education furnished must be at the secondary school level or above.  The chapter 35 definition includes institutions which provide specialized vocational courses for the mentally or physically handicapped generally recognized as on the secondary school level or above.  (38 CFR [21. 3021(k)].)





[EDUCATIONAL OBJECTIVE.  An objective is one that leads to the awarding of a diploma, degree or certificate which reflects educational attainment.  (Also, see pt. III, par. 6.04a.)]





ELR (EDUCATION LIAISON REPRESENTATIVE).  The person at the VA RO (Regional Office) responsible for the education liaison and program approval functions.  The ELR is responsible for promptly informing SAAs, schools, and training establishments of changes in policies and procedures. 





ENROLLMENT.  The state of being on the rolls or file of a school which contains the names of active students.  (See 38 CFR 21.4200(n).) 





ENROLLMENT PERIOD.  An period of time during which a student is enrolled in an educational institution in pursuit of a program of education. (See 38 CFR 21.4200(p) and pt. IV, par. 1.10.)





ENTITLEMENT.  The number of months the student is eligible for VA education benefits.  This is usually expressed in the number of months and days the student will be eligible for full-time benefits, or the equivalent in part-time training, but also may be expressed in a dollar amount.  Entitlement may vary depending on the education program the individual qualifies under.  In no event will entitlement exceed 48 months under any combination of laws. 





[EO (EDUCATION OFFICER).  The person at the VA RPO with management responsibility for education awards and other actions.]





[EOD (ENTERED ON DUTY).  An abbreviation for the date that a veteran entered on active duty.]





[EPC (END PRODUCT CODE).  A BDN code representing the work credit a station receives for a particular type of claim.]





[EPTS (EXISTED PRIOR TO SERVICE).  An abbreviation in chapter 30 for a "qualifying disability" that a claimant is determined to have had before entry on active duty.  (See pt. V, par. 3.04.)]





EQUIVALENT CLOCK HOURS.  Clock hours arrived at when a student takes any course creditable toward a standard college degree.  VA will determine the equivalent clock hours if a semester or quarter-hour course overlaps with a primary course measured on a clock-hour basis.  Using a formula, the credit hours are converted into equivalent clock hours.  VA treats equivalent clock hours as clock hours for measurement purposes.  (See pt. IV, par. 7.05.) 





EQUIVALENT CREDIT HOURS.  Credit hours arrived at when a term is not a standard semester or quarter.  VA will determine the equivalent for full-time undergraduate training.  Using a formula, the result is called equivalent credit hours.  VA treats equivalent credit hours as credit hours for measurement purposes.  (See pt. IV, par. 6.06.) 





ESO [(EDUCATION SERVICES OFFICER).  [Relates to military activities as opposed to VA activities.  A person assigned the responsibility for advising servicepersons of the educational opportunities available to active duty personnel.  This includes civilian ESOs (Education Services Officers)], military career counselors, and other employees of military education offices.  (See pt. III, par. 3.06.)





ESTABLISHED CHARGE.  The lesser of the charge for a student's correspondence course or courses determined on the basis of the lowest extended time payment plan offered by the educational institution and approved by the appropriate SAA, or the actual cost to the student.  (See 38 CFR 21.3131, 21.7070(b)(35) and 21.7520(b)(31).)





ETS (EXPIRATION OF TERM OF SERVICE).  A separation reason shown on DD Form 214.  For chapter 30 eligibility determinations,  ETS is considered to be a type of COG discharge.  (See pt. V, par. 3.06e(6).)





EXTERNAL DEGREE.  A standard college degree given by an accredited college or university based on satisfactory completion of a prescribed program of independent study. The program may require occasional attendance for a workshop or seminar and may include some regular residence course work.  (See 38 CFR 21.4200(d).)





FAC CODE (FACILITY CODE).  The numeric code assigned by VA to an institution specifically identifying it or one of its subdivisions. 





[FFP (FULL FILE PASS).  A term used on monthly schedules of operation to indicate when certain processing occurs.  FFP issues certification forms, processes delinquent certifications, generates collection letters and produces reports.]





FLIGHT TRAINING.  Training provided by an FAA (Federal Aviation Administration) approved school which leads to a vocational objective in the field of aviation or a standard college degree.  (See pt. IV, ch. 2.)





[FNOD (FIRST NOTICE OF DEATH).  An abbreviation for the first information showing that a claimant has died.)]





[GAD (GENERATE AND DISPLAY).  A command used to have BDN show the generated award information.]





[GAP (GENERATE AND PRINT).  A command used to have BDN show appropriate award information and print that information.  (This command moves the award to the authorization phase of processing.)]





GED (GENERAL EDUCATIONAL DEVELOPMENT) CERTIFICATE.  A certificate issued by a State-level department of education which is acceptable as the equivalent of a high school diploma.  In addition, a DOD certificate of GED equivalency is acceptable evidence of completion of high school educational requirements. 





GRADUATE RESIDENT TRAINING.  Graduate resident training is a course which is offered through regularly scheduled, conventional classroom or laboratory sessions, or consists of research necessary for the preparation of the student's master's thesis, doctoral dissertation, or a similar treatise which is a prerequisite to the degree being pursued.  (See 38 CFR 21.4273(a).) 





[HON (HONORABLE).  An abbreviation for a type of discharge from service.]





IADT (INITIAL ACTIVE DUTY FOR TRAINING).  A military term referring to the first period, generally 6 months in length, of active duty training; a factor for eligibility under chapter [1606.  IADT is required for people entering Selected Reserve.  (See pt. VIII, par. 1.03a.)]





IHL (INSTITUTION OF HIGHER LEARNING).  [A college, university, technical, or business school offering postsecondary-level academic instruction that leads to an associate degree or higher degree if the school is empowered by the appropriate State education authority under State law to grant an associate or higher degree.  When there is no State law to authorize the granting of a degree, an IHL includes a school which is accredited for degree programs by a recognized accrediting agency, or a school which is a recognized candidate for accreditation as a degree-granting school by one of the national or regional accrediting associations and has been licensed or chartered by the appropriate State authority as a degree-granting institution.  (See 38 CFR 21.4200(h) for full definition.)] 





INDEPENDENT STUDY.  A course which consists of a prescribed program of study with provision for interaction between the student and the regularly employed faculty of the school and is offered without any regularly scheduled, conventional classroom or laboratory sessions.  (See 38 CFR 21.4267(b) for full definition.)] 





INTERVAL PAYMENT.  Educational assistance benefits paid during the intervals between terms at a school or between terms when transferring from one school to another while the student is in the same program.  Persons on active duty or training at the less than one-half time rate in the preceding term are not entitled to interval payments.  (See pt. IV, ch. 8.)





[IVR (INTERACTIVE VOICE RESPONSE).  A type of technology used to allow callers to get general VA education information using touch tone telephones or voice recognition.  (See pt. II, par, 1.11c.)]





KICKERS.  [Amounts contributed by DOD to an education fund on behalf of participants to encourage enlistment or retention in the Armed Forces.  (The military services may use different terms (such as "Army College Fund" or "Navy College Fund", etc.)  These amounts are added to any other education benefits to which the person may be entitled.  Kickers are applicable only to chapters 30, 32, 1606] and to section 903. 





[LACAS (LICENSING AND CERTIFICATION APPROVAL SYSTEM).  An Internet based database application for licensing and certification approvals.]





MATRICULATED STUDENT.  A college or university student who has satisfied all prerequisites for formal admission and recognition by the institution as a degree-seeking student.  This does not mean that an undergraduate student must have formally been accepted into a specific major field of study before he or she may be classified as "matriculated."  (See pt. IV, pars. 1.28-1.34, for procedures.)





[MGIB (MONTGOMERY GI BILL-ACTIVE DUTY).  Refers to the Montgomery GI Bill--Active Duty (chapter 30 of title 38, U. S. Code).] 





[MGIB-SR (MONTGOMERY GI BILL-SELECTED RESERVE).  Refers to the Montgomery GI Bill--Selected Reserve (chapter 1606 of title 10, U. S. Code).] 





[MINQ (MASTER RECORD INQUIRY).  A BDN command used to look at specific education BDN master records.]





MITIGATING CIRCUMSTANCES.  [Unforeseen circumstances beyond a claimant's control that prevent him or her from pursuing a program of education.  


(See 38 CFR 21.7020(b)(19) and part IV, paragraph 11.07.)] 





[M/R (MASTER RECORD).  This is an abbreviation for a BDN master record.]





NCD (NON-COLLEGE DEGREE).  The designation "NCD" is used to refer to a course or program of education or vocational training which does not lead to a standard college degree. 
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NOBE (NOTICE OF BASIC ELIGIBILITY).  A DD Form 2384, Selected Reserve Educational Assistance Program Notice of Basic Eligibility, which the Selected Reserve member obtains from his or her National Guard or reserve component verifying his or her eligibility to the Montgomery GI Bill--Selected Reserve [(MGIB-SR).  If available, this form should accompany the reservist's application for benefits.   (See pt. VIII, par. 3.04.)]





[NOD (NOTICE OF DEATH).  See FNOD.]





[NOD (NOTICE OF DISAGREEMENT).  An abbreviation for the first step in the appellate procedure.)]





NOE (NOTICE OF EXCEPTION).  System-generated messages which indicate such things as new information from DOD, award input errors, returned checks, or delinquent certifications.  [(See pt. II, ch. 8; pt. V, ch. 5; pt. VI, ch. 5; pt. VII, ch. 5 and [TG 22�99�5].)





NONMATRICULATED STUDENT.  A student who is enrolled in courses at an IHL, who either has not completed all prerequisites for admission into a degree program or does not choose to attain recognition as a degree-seeking student.   (See pt. IV, pars. 1.28�1.34.)





NONPUNITIVE GRADE.  [Any grade assigned for pursuit of a course, whether upon completion of the course or at the time of withdrawal from the course, which has the effect of excluding the course from any consideration in determining progress toward fulfillment of requirements for graduation.  No credit toward the school’s requirements for graduation is granted for such a grade, nor does the grade affect any other criteria for graduation by the policies of the school, such as a grade point average. Therefore, it has the same effect as an audited course.  (38 CFR 21.4200(j)  Also, see part IV, paragraph 11.06.)]





NONSTANDARD TERM.  A term which is of a shorter or longer length (e.g., weeks and days) than a standard quarter or semester.   (See QUARTER, SEMESTER.)





NORMAL COMMUTING DISTANCE.  Two locations within 55 miles of each other.  A branch, extension, or additional facility of a school located more than 55 miles from the school's main campus or parent facility may be considered within normal commuting distance only if school records show that, before the establishment of the additional teaching site, at least 20 students (or 5 percent of the enrollment, whichever is less) on the main campus or parent facility were regularly commuting from the area where the additional teaching site is located; or other comparable evidence clearly shows that students commute regularly between the two locations.  (See 38 CFR 21.4200(m).) 





OBJECTIVE.  The final educational, professional, or vocational goal of a veteran, serviceperson, or eligible person (e.g., degree, diploma, certificate, occupation).  (See pt. III, par. 6.04.) 





OJT (ON-THE-JOB TRAINING).  Training given while on the job by an employer who agrees to retain the trainee in employment; considered a program of education for VA benefit purposes. 





OLAF (ON LINE APPROVAL FILE).  Automated record of school approval information.  (See pt. III, par. 6.05.)





[OPEN PERIOD.  A chapter 30 eligibility category.  See part V, paragraph 1.04]. 





[PCAN (PENDING ISSUE CANCEL).  A BDN command used to cancel pending EPCs.]





[PCHG (PENDING ISSUE CHANGE).  A BDN command used to change a pending EPC to a different EPC.]





[PCGL.  A computer system for generating letters.]





[PCLR (PENDING ISSUE CLEAR).  A BDN command used to take an EPC.]





PERSIAN GULF WAR.  The period beginning on August 2, 1990, and ending on a date to be prescribed by Presidential proclamation or by law.  The term includes Somalia, Rwanda and similar humanitarian/police actions.  [(See 38 CFR 7020(b)(41)).]





[PIES (PERSONNEL INFORMATION EXCHANGE SYSTEM).  A computer system for requesting military information.]





[PIF (PENDING ISSUE FILE).  The information stored in BDN while an EPC is in a pending status.]





[PINQ (PENDING ISSUE INQUIRY).  A BDN command used to review the information in a pending EPC.]





[POA (POWER OF ATTORNEY).  The representative that a claimant has appointed to represent him or her.]





[PPU (PAYMENT PROCESSING UNIT).  A special division of the Hines BDC (Benefits Delivery Center) that  modifies chapter 32 master records in certain situations.  (See pt. VI, par. 4.06.)]





PRIMARY INSTITUTION.  The institution which will grant the current degree sought, or certify that the student has completed the program qualifying him or her for the current objective sought.  (See pt. IV, par. 1.09.)





PRIOR CREDIT.  Credit previously earned and transferred which is creditable to the particular degree or other educational objective being pursued by the veteran or eligible person.  (See pt. IV, par. 1.15.)


�



[PROFESSIONAL OR VOCATIONAL OBJECTIVE.  An objective is one that leads to an occupation. It may include educational objectives essential to prepare for the chosen occupation. When a program consists of a series of courses not leading to an educational objective, these courses must be directed toward attainment of a designated professional or vocational objective.  (See 38 CFR 21.7020(b)(22).  Also, see pt. III, par. 6.04b & c.)]





PROGRAM OF EDUCATION.  A combination of subjects, unit courses, or training activities pursued at a school or training establishment which is generally accepted as necessary to meet requirements for a predetermined educational, professional, or vocational objective (e.g., diploma, degree, certificate, occupation).  (See pt. III, par. 6.02.)





[PUNITIVE GRADE.  A grade assigned for pursuit of a course which is used in determining the student’s overall progress toward completion of the school’s requirements for graduation. Unlike the nonpunitive grade, the punitive grade does affect the criteria to be met by the student for graduation, (i.e., it is a factor in computing the student’s grade average or grade point average). For this reason it is not the same as an audited course, since it does have an effect upon the student’s ability to meet the school’s criteria for graduation.  (See 38 CFR 21.4200(o).  Also, see pt. IV, par. 11.06.)]





PURSUIT OF A PROGRAM OF EDUCATION.  To work, while enrolled, toward the objective of a program of education.  This work must be in accordance with approved institution policy and regulations and applicable criteria of title 38, U.S. Code; must be necessary to reach the program's objective; and must be accomplished through courses as shown in 38 CFR 21.4200(o). 





QUARTER.  A division of the ordinary school year, usually a period from 10 to 13 weeks long. (See 38 CFR 21.4200(b)(3).) 





[RAD (RELEASED FROM ACTIVE DUTY).  This is an abbreviation for the date that a veteran was released from active duty.]





[REFRESHER COURSE.  Either a course at the elementary or secondary level to review or update material previously covered in a course that has been satisfactorily completed or a course which permits an individual to update knowledge and skills or be instructed in the technological advances which have occurred in the individual’s field of employment during and since the period of the individual’s active military service.  (38 CFR 7020(b)(26).  Also, see pt. III, pars. 7.17 and 7.18.)





REMEDIAL COURSE.  A course designed to overcome a deficiency at the elementary or secondary level in a particular area of study, or a handicap, such as in speech.  (See 38 CFR 21.7020(b)(27) and pt. III, par. 7.16.)


�



REPORTING FEE.  A fee paid annually to each educational institution furnishing training under the various VA education programs for required reports or certifications.  This fee is intended to help defray the costs of processing various reports and certifications required to be submitted to VA and is in lieu of any other compensation or reimbursement. 





REPS (RESTORED ENTITLEMENT PROGRAM FOR SURVIVORS).  A benefit which restores certain Social Security benefits that were reduced or terminated by the Omnibus Budget Reconciliation Act of 1981, Public Law 97-35.  Certain survivors of deceased veterans who died of service-connected causes incurred or aggravated before August 13, 1981, are eligible for benefits.    (See pt. IV, par. 3.03.)





RESEARCH IN ABSENTIA.  Research activity necessary for the preparation of the student's master's thesis, doctoral dissertation, or a similar thesis which is a prerequisite to the degree being pursued and is pursued outside a normal classroom setting.   (See pt. IV, [par. 6.13].)





RESERVIST.  A member of the Selected Reserve who is eligible for educational assistance under 10 U.S.C., chapter [1606].  (See 38 CFR 21.7520(a)(1).)  Also, a member of a military reserve component. 





[RESU (RESUME).  A BDN command used to activate a suspended master record.]





[RIF (REDUCTION IN FORCE).  An abbreviation showing that the military has released the person from the military unit due to downsizing.  (For the effect on chapter 30 eligibility, see pt. V, ch. 1.)]





[RPO.  An abbreviation for the VA office that processes education claims.]





SAA.  An agency appointed by the Chief Executive of a state to approve programs of education and training for payment of benefits under the various education program laws administered by VA. 





[SCHOOL, EDUCATIONAL INSTITUTION, INSTITUTION).  See Educational Institution.]





SCHOOL LIABILITY.  Liability assessed against a school because an overpayment was created against a [student] as a result of the willful or negligent failure of the school to report to VA the discontinuance or interruption of a course, or the willful or negligent false certification by an educational institution.  (See pt. I, ch. 7.)





SCHOOL YEAR.  Generally, a period of 2 semesters or 3 quarters which is not less than 30 nor more than 39 weeks in total length.  (See 38 CFR 21.4200(b)(1).) 


�



SELECTED RESERVE.  The Selected Reserve of the Ready Reserve of any of the reserve components of the Armed Forces of the United States, including the Army Reserve, Naval Reserve, Air Force Reserve, Marine Corps Reserve, Army National Guard and Air National Guard, and the Coast Guard Reserve.  [(See 38 CFR 7020(b)(31).)]





SEMESTER.  A division of the ordinary school year, usually a period from 15 to 19 weeks long.  (See 38 CFR 21.4200(b)(4).) 





SERVICEPERSON.  An individual who is currently serving on active duty.  Same as "servicemember." 





[SINQ (STATUS INQUIRY).  A BDN command used to determine the status of a claimant's record in BDN (such as a pending issue or a resulting master record).]





SPECIAL PAYMENT.  Expedited payments made when a delay in issuing payment has caused financial hardship for a student.   (See pt. IV, pars. 10.18-10.20.) 





STANDARD COLLEGE DEGREE.  An associate or higher degree awarded by an IHL that is accredited as a collegiate institution by a recognized regional or national accrediting agency or an IHL that is a candidate for accreditation, or an institution accredited by an agency recognized to accredit specialized degree-level programs.  (See 38 CFR 21.4200(g).) 





SUMMER SESSION.  A division of the summer term specifically designated in a school catalog as a distinct period of instruction.  These sessions vary in length, and are often only 3 to 8 weeks long.  (See 38 CFR 21. 4200(b)(6).)





SUMMER TERM.  The whole of the period of instruction at a school which takes place between ordinary school years.  A summer term may be divided into several summer sessions. (See 38 CFR 21.4200(b)(5).) 





SUPPLEMENTAL EDUCATIONAL ASSISTANCE.  A benefit payable to a veteran or serviceperson as a supplement to his or her basic educational assistance for pursuit of a program of education under 38 U.S.C, chapter 30.  [(See 38 CFR 21.7020(b)(34) and pt. V, par. 1.22].) 





SURVIVORS' AND DEPENDENTS' EDUCATIONAL ASSISTANCE—CHAPTER 35 OF TITLE 38, U. S. CODE.  The benefits payable to eligible dependents and survivors of veterans.  It is often abbreviated simply as DEA (Dependents' Educational Assistance). 





[SUSP (SUSPEND).  A BDN command used to suspend (temporarily stop) BDN payments.]





TARGET.  [See BDN.] 





[TIMS (THE IMAGING MANAGEMENT SYSTEM).  This is an abbreviation for the electronic folder management system.]





[TERM).  This is any regularly established division of the ordinary school year under which a school operates.]





[TINQ (TREASURY INQUIRY).  A BDN command used to review check and EFT (Electronic Fund Transfer) payment information.]





TRAINING ESTABLISHMENT.  Any establishment providing apprentice or other training on-the-job, including those under the supervision of a college or university or any state department of education, or any state apprenticeship agency, or any state board of vocational education, or any joint apprenticeship committee, or the Bureau of Apprenticeship and Training established in accordance with 29 U.S.C, chapter 4C, or any agency of the federal government authorized to supervise such training.  


(See 38 CFR 21.4200 (c).)





TRAINING TIME.  The rate (i.e., full time or part time) of an eligible person's training that is determined by the number of credit or clock hours the student takes.  The training time determines the monthly rate of payment.  (See pt. IV, chs. 6 and 7.) 





TUTORIAL ASSISTANCE.  An allowance paid to eligible persons to supplement their monthly educational assistance.  Tutorial assistance may be paid to eligible persons to aid in defraying the expenses incurred by the need for tutoring.  [See pt. III, ch. 10.)]





TWO-YEAR RULE.  [A minimum period of operation required of some educational institutions to obtain approval of its programs for VA training.  See 38 CFR 21.4251 for complete information.]  





UNDERGRADUATE COLLEGE DEGREE.  A college or university degree obtained through the pursuit of unit subjects which are below the graduate level.  Included are associate degrees, bachelor's degrees and first professional degrees.  (See 38 CFR 21.4200(f).) 





[VA.  See DVA.]





[VACERT (VA CERTIFICATION).  A personal computer program that allows school officials to create and transfer enrollment information directly to an RPO for processing.  (See pt. II, par. 1.120(h).)]





[VACOLS (VA APPEALS CONTROL AND LOCATOR SYSTEM).  A unified tracking system for appeals.  (See pt. II, par. 1.15.).]





VADS (VETERANS ASSISTANCE DISCHARGE SYSTEM). A letter-generating system that contains selected DD Form 214 information of discharged veterans.  The information for the VADS record comes from the DD Form 214 and is entered into the system at the Austin DPC (Data Processing Center).  (For VADS INDICATOR, see pt. III, pars. 3.07b, 3.16.)





VAI (VETERANS ASSISTANCE INQUIRY).  An inquiry regarding questioned amounts of VA monetary benefits, or the nonreceipt of such benefits after the anticipated claims processing time has elapsed. 





[VBA (VETERANS BENEFITS ADMINISTRATION).  The VA organization that processes benefits.]





VEAP (VETERANS' EDUCATIONAL ASSISTANCE PROGRAM).  A contributory educational assistance program provided for Post-Vietnam Era veterans under chapter 32 of title 38, U. S. Code.  (See pt. VI, ch. 1.)





VETERAN.  A person who served in the active military, naval, or air service.  The definition in 38 U.S.C. 1.01(2) requires the person to be discharged or released from service under conditions under than dishonorable.  There are different definitions for the term veteran throughout the regulations.  For example, a veteran under chapter 32 of 38 U.S.C. is an individual who meets the service requirements for a veteran as defined in the 38 CFR 21.5040; and a veteran under chapter 30 of 38 U.S.C. is an individual who meets the service requirements for a veteran under 38 CFR 21.7042.





[VR&E (VOCATIONAL REHABILITATION AND EMPLOYMENT).  An abbreviation for the VA staff that provides vocational rehabilitation and counseling services.]





[WARMS (WEB AUTOMATED REFERENCE MATERIALS SYSTEM).  An Internet based system for accessing all of VBA's publications.]





[WAVE (WEB AUTOMATED VERIFICATION OF ENROLLMENT).  An Internet application which allows claimants to submit monthly verifications of enrollment information via the Internet.  (See pt. II, par 1.17.)]





[WIPP (WORK-IN-PROGRESS).  A BDN subsystem that assists management in identifying areas which require attention and analysis.  (See pt. III, par. 1.25.)]
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