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SUPPORTING STATEMENT
SOUTHEAST REGION ELECTRONIC REPORTING SURVEY

Introduction

This request for OMB review is for the Southeast Fisheries Science Center (SEFSC), National
Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS) to conduct a one-time survey of all fishermen and dealers that
have been issued a federal permit associated with fishery management plans in the Southeast
Region.  In accordance with the Government Paperwork Elimination Act (GPEA, P.L. 105-277),
Federal agencies are required to provide the opportunity for persons, that are required to submit
information to the government, to do so electronically when practicable.  The purpose of this
survey is to determine how many of the permit holders have (or have access to) a personal
computer and whether these individuals and/or businesses would be willing to use the computers
to report mandatory data regarding catch and effort data required by the respective fishery
management plans in the Southeast Region.

Although the NMFS has submitted its plan to meet the October 23, 2003 deadline for
compliance with the GPEA, the SEFSC feels that additional information is required regarding
the use of and access to personal computers and the Internet before determining how best to meet
the GPEA obligations.  There are several methods that can be designed that will allow fishermen
and dealers to submit catch and effort data electronically.  For example, hardware is currently
available that can be installed on a vessel that records the exact location of the vessel based on
the global positioning system (GPS) onboard the vessel.  This hardware is costly to purchase and
install, and may not be necessary for all vessels.  Another example is the availability of a secure
Web site with an application that allows vessel owners or dealers to enter the required data on-
line, which should eliminate the need for these respondents to prepare paper logbooks or dealer
reports.

There are, of course, numerous other examples of potential methods for electronic reporting. 
The quandary that the SEFSC faces is to determine the most feasible and likely to be accepted
(and used) method or methods.  Obviously, the SEFSC does not want to waste limited resources
to develop and implement a method of electronic reporting, only to have it infrequently used. 
The purpose of this survey, therefore, is to collect information on the number of fishermen and
dealers that have computers and would use them to report electronically.
   
A. JUSTIFICATION

1.  Explain the circumstances that make the collection of information necessary.

The information in this survey will be used to develop a plan for implementation of electronic
reporting in the Southeast Region.  The Government Paperwork Elimination Act (GPEA, P.L.
105-277) requires Federal agencies to provide the opportunity for persons, that are required to
submit information to the government, to do so electronically when practicable.   Because of the
large diversity  in the sizes of commercial harvesting and processing businesses within the
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Southeast, it is important to have a good understanding of whether these businesses have access
to personal computers and the Internet.  The information from this one-time survey will allow
the SEFSC to develop more realistic plans for the availability of electronic reporting.  Because
the cost of electronic reporting can be substantial, both  the initial capital (human or fiscal) cost
and the ongoing cost of maintaining and upgrading the system(s), the SEFSC wants to be sure
that there will be a reasonable return on these costs in terms of increased efficiently to either the
fishing community or the Federal government (but hopefully both).  However, if little or no use
will be made of electronic reporting, either because of lack of hardware or the willingness to use
electronic reporting, then the SEFSC cannot justify large funding allocations to such projects.

2.  Explain how, by whom, how frequently, and for what purpose the information will be
used.

The proposed survey will only be conducted one time, although there will be follow up
provisions to encourage recipients that did not respond on the initial mailing to respond.  A
questionnaire will be sent, via regular mail, to all vessel owners and dealers that have an active
or recently expired Federal permit for commercial fishing or seafood production in the Southeast
(mailing addresses located in all states from North Carolina through Texas).  Because the
business practices are different between commercial harvesting (fishermen) and seafood
processors (dealers), two separate questionnaires will be used, i.e., one will be sent to vessels
owners and one will be sent to dealers.  The essence of the questionnaires are the same, but it 
makes the design of the questions simpler if different questionnaires are used.

As noted above the purpose of this survey is to collect information on whether vessel owners and
seafood dealers have access to personal computers and the Internet, and would be willing to use
them to submit mandatory fisheries information in lieu of a report on paper.

3.  Describe whether, and to what extent, the collection of information involves the use of
automated, electronic, mechanical, or other technological techniques or other forms of
information technology.

This survey will not be conducted with electronic reporting. 

4.  Describe efforts to identify duplication.

To the knowledge of the SEFSC, comprehensive information on the numbers of vessel owners
and seafood dealers that have personal computers and have access to the Internet is not currently
available.  The SEFSC is aware that some dealers are currently using electronic reporting to
submit detailed information on the seafood products that they purchase to the respective state
agency that regulates them.  Because the needed information on electronic reporting is already
available from these dealers, they will not be included in the SEFSC’s survey.
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5.  If the collection of information involves small businesses or other small entities, describe
the methods used to minimize burden. 

Because almost all dealers and fishermen are considered small businesses, separate requirements
based on size of business have not been developed.  Only the minimum data to meet reporting
objectives are required from the respondents.  The data requested in these questionnaires is
readily available from the recipients without any additional recordkeeping.   Thus, the reporting
burden on vessel owners and dealers is at a minimum.

6.  Describe the consequences to the Federal program or policy activities if the collection is
not conducted or is conducted less frequently. 

The SEFSC feels that this information is critical in order to develop a cost-effective plan for
electronic reporting in the Southeast.  

7.  Explain any special circumstances that require the collection to be conducted in a
manner inconsistent with OMB guidelines. 

No special circumstances are requested for this survey.

8.  Provide a copy of the PRA Federal Register notice that solicited public comments on the
information collection prior to this submission.  Summarize the public comments received
in response to that notice and describe the actions taken by the agency in response to those
comments.  Describe the efforts to consult with persons outside the agency to obtain their
views on the availability of data, frequency of collection, the clarity of instructions and
recordkeeping, disclosure, or reporting format (if any), and on the data elements to be
recorded, disclosed, or reported.

A copy of the Federal Register notice is attached.   No comments were received in response to
the Federal Register notice.

NMFS participates in a cooperative program to collect fishery statistics throughout the
Southeastern United States.  The following is a list of the state coordinators and Council staffs
that have been contacted for a list of vessels or dealers that are known to participate in electronic
reporting.

Dee Lupton
North Carolina Department of Marine Resources
P.O. Box 769
Morehead, NC  28557
(252) 726-7021
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Nan Jenkins
South Carolina Wildlife and Marine Resources Dept.
P.O. Box 12559
Charleston, SC  29412
(912) 264-0542

Julie Califf
Georgia Department of Natural Resources
1200 Glynn Avenue
Brunswick, GA  31523
(912) 264-0542

Joseph O’Hop
Florida Department of Environmental Protection
Marine Research Laboratory
100 8th Avenue, S.E.
St. Petersburg, FL  33701
(813) 896-8626

Kevin Anson
Alabama Department of Marine Resources
P.O. Drawer 458
Gulf Shores, Al  36542
(205) 968-7576

Thomas Van Devender
Mississippi Bureau of Marine Resources

 P.O. Box 959
Long Beach, MS   39560
(601) 864-4602

Joseph Shepard
Louisiana Department of Wildlife and Fisheries
P.O. Box 15570
Baton Rouge,  LA  70895
(504) 765-2371

Page Campbell
Texas Parks and Wildlife Department
4200 Smith School Road
Austin, TX  78744
(512) 389-4857
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Wayne Swingle
Gulf of Mexico Fishery Management Council
Lincoln Center, Suite 881
5401 West Kennedy Blvd.
Tampa,  FL  33609
(813) 228-2815

Gregg Waugh
South Atlantic Fishery Management Council
Southpark Building, Suite 306
1 Southpark Circle
Charleston, SC  29407
(803)571-4366

9.  Explain any decisions to provide payments or gifts to respondents, other than
remuneration of contractors or grantees.

No payment or other remuneration are provided.

10.  Describe any assurance of confidentiality provided to respondents and the basis for
assurance in statute, regulation, or agency policy.

The responses to the questions on this survey are not of a sensitive or confidential nature do not
fall under either the Magnuson-Stevens Fishery Conservation and Management Act or the
Privacy Act. 

11.  Provide additional justification for any questions of a sensitive nature, such as sexual
behavior and attitudes, religious beliefs, and other matters that are commonly considered
private.

No questions of a sensitive nature are asked.

12.  Provide an estimate in hours of the burden of the collection of information.

Currently, there are approximately 300 dealers in the Southeast Region with active or recently
expired Federal permits.  There are approximately 5,800 vessels in the Southeast Region that
have active or recently expired permits. In addition, the NMFS issued regulations that are
effective September 7, 2002, that require all shrimp vessels fishing in the EEZ in the Gulf of
Mexico to have Federal vessel permit.  It was estimated in the Paperwork Reduction Act
submission for approval to issue these permits that approximately 7,000 permits would be issued
to shrimp vessel under these new regulations.  Thus, the estimated total vessels and dealers that
will have Federal permits for purposes of the electronic reporting survey is 13,100.   However,
an estimated 100 dealers are already reporting electronically to state fishery agencies and will
not be sent the survey questionnaire. 
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As with most mail survey, a 100% response is highly unlikely.  Without any prior knowledge of
the expected response rate, we anticipate a 30% response from the fishermen and a 50%
response rate from the dealers.  Assuming these response rates, it is likely that 3,840 fishermen
will respond and 100 dealer for a total number of respondents of 3,940. 

An estimated 10 minutes will be necessary to complete the form.  Thus, the total reporting
burden to the public is 657 hours.

13.  Provide an estimate of the total annual cost burden to the respondents or record-
keepers resulting from the collection.

There are no anticipated costs to the public other than the time required to complete the
questionnaire.  The postage costs will be zero because the survey recipients will be provided
with addressed, postage-paid envelopes that they will be able to use to return the completed
form.  They will also be able to fax the form. 

14.  Provide estimates of annualized cost to the Federal government.

The estimated cost to the Federal government is $13,000 in postage, which includes the return
postage fee.  It is estimated that 1 month of time will be required to enter and analyze the data
from the survey.  The cost will be about $3,000.

15.  Explain the reasons for any program changes or adjustments reported in Items 13 or
14 of the OMB 83-I.

This is a new survey and is a program change.

16.  For collections whose results will be published, outline the plans for tabulation and
publication.

Results from the data collection using the forms in this family are not planned for publication.

17.  If seeking approval to not display the expiration date for OMB approval of the
information collection, explain the reasons why display would be inappropriate.

The OMB number and expiration number will be displayed on each of the forms.

18.  Explain each exception to the certification statement identified in Item 19 of the 
OMB 83-I.

There are no exceptions to Item 19 of the OMB 83-I.
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B.  COLLECTIONS OF INFORMATION EMPLOYING STATISTICAL METHODS

The survey will be sent to every person and seafood dealer that has an active or recently expired
Federal permit.  As noted in #12 above, only about 1/3 of the recipients are anticipated to
respond.  Because we do not plan to use the survey results to estimate personal computer use for
the entire population of permit holders, statistical estimation techniques will not be used.  We
will use  the actual responses on the survey questionnaires to determine whether a certain
threshold of users has and is willing to use personal computers and Internet access for electronic
reporting.  Although our thresholds may change, the SEFSC will probably develop methods for
electronic reporting if an additional 100 dealers answer positively and at least 500 fishermen
answer positively (these are not absolute thresholds, but represent what we think are reasonable
targets at this time).  



OMB 0648-xxxx  Expires: 12/31/2003

NATIONAL MARINE FISHERIES SERVICE    
SOUTHEAST FISHERIES SCIENCE CENTER
ELECTRONIC REPORTING SURVEY - VESSELS

This survey is being conducted to determine how many vessel owners with federal fishing
permits have personal computers and would participate in electronic reporting.  This survey is
for informational use only, and your response does not constitute any commitment on your part.  

Please answer all applicable questions by checking the appropriate circle - Yes or No.

1. Do you own a personal computer at your home? Yes   ±     No  ±

2. If no, do you have access to a personal computer? Yes   ±     No  ±

If the answer to 1 and 2 is No, skip to question 12 below.

3. Would you be willing to use it to prepare and submit your
vessel logbook data? Yes   ±     No  ±

4. Do you have access to the Internet? Yes   ±     No  ±

If the answer to 4 is No, skip to question 10 below.

5. If you have Internet access, is it through a telephone 
modem? Yes   ±     No  ±

6. If you have Internet access, is it through a DSL (Data 
Structure Link) Connection? Yes   ±     No  ±

7. If you have Internet access, is it through a TV cable
company? Yes   ±     No  ± 

8. Would you be willing to prepare and submit your vessel
logbook data on the Internet? Yes   ±     No  ± 

9. Would you be willing to apply for, renew or transfer
a vessel permit on the Internet? Yes   ±     No  ± 

10. Do you have a personal computer onboard your vessel? Yes   ±     No  ± 

If the answer to 10 is No, skip to question 12 below.

11. Do you have remote access to the Internet from the 
computer on your vessel? Yes   ±     No  ±



12. Do you have GPS equipment on your vessel? Yes   ±     No  ±

13. Would you be willing to have your GPS connected
to additional equipment to automatically record and store
your fishing location and provide it to the NMFS? Yes   ±     No  ±

Please return the survey questionnaire in the self-addressed envelope or mail it to
National Marine Fisheries Service, Electronic Reporting Survey, 75 Virginia Beach
Drive, Miami, Florida 33149.  THANK YOU FOR YOUR TIME.

______________________________________________________________________________
Public reporting burden for this collection of information is estimated to average 10 minutes per response including the time for
reviewing the instructions, searching the existing data sources, gathering and maintaining the data needed, and completing and
reviewing the collection of information.  Send comments regarding this burden estimate or any other aspects of this burden to
Robert Sadler, National Marine Fisheries Service, 9721 Executive Center Drive, N., St. Petersburg, Florida 33702.  Your
responses to this questionnaire will be treated as confidential in accordance with NOAA Administrative Orders. 
Notwithstanding any other provisions of the law, no person is required to respond to, nor shall any person be subject to a penalty
for failure to comply with, a collection of information subject to the requirements of the Paperwork Reduction Act, unless that
collection displays a currently valid OMB Control Number.  The NMFS requires this information for the conservation and
management of marine fishery resources. 



OMB xxxx  Expires: 12/31/2003

 NATIONAL MARINE FISHERIES SERVICE    
SOUTHEAST FISHERIES SCIENCE CENTER
ELECTRONIC REPORTING SURVEY - DEALERS

This survey is being conducted to determine how many seafood dealer/processors with federal
permits have personal computers and would participate in electronic reporting.  This survey is
for informational use only, and your response does not constitute any commitment on your part.  

Please answer all applicable questions by checking the appropriate circle - Yes or No.

1. Does your company own and use personal computers for the
accounting and inventory for your business? Yes   ±     No  ±

If the answer to question #1 is yes, would your company be 
willing to install a computer program that would access your
accounting  and inventory data to determine the data required
for federal reporting? Yes   ±     No  ±

If the answer to question #1 is no, does your company have
access to a personal computer? Yes   ±     No  ±

If your response to the immediately preceding questions is No, do not continue with
this survey.  Please return the survey questionnaire in the self-addressed envelope
or mail it to National Marine Fisheries Service, Electronic Reporting Survey, 75
Virginia Beach Drive, Miami, Florida 33149.  THANK YOU FOR YOUR TIME.

2. Would your company be willing to use your personal computer
to enter the data required for federal reporting? Yes   ±     No  ±

3. Does your company have access to the Internet? Yes   ±     No  ±

4. If you have Internet access, is it through a telephone 
modem? Yes   ±     No  ±

5. If you have Internet access, is it through a DSL (Data 
Structure Link) Connection? Yes   ±     No  ±

6. If yes, would our company be willing to submit the data required
for federal reporting on the Internet? Yes   ±     No  ±

7. Would you have concerns about security of the information
that you submit on the Internet? Yes   ±     No  ±



8. Do personnel employed by your company prepare vessel logbooks
for fishermen that sell to your company? Yes   ±     No  ±

9. If yes, would you be willing to use your personal computer to
prepare and submit the vessel logbook data? Yes   ±     No  ±

10. Would you be willing to prepare and submit the vessel logbook
data on the Internet? Yes   ±     No  ±

11. Would you be willing to apply for your dealer permit renewal on
the Internet? Yes   ±     No  ±

12. Would you have concerns about security if you applied for a permit
renewal on the Internet? Yes   ±     No  ±

Please return the survey questionnaire in the self-addressed envelope or mail it to
National Marine Fisheries Service, Electronic Reporting Survey, 75 Virginia Beach
Drive, Miami, Florida 33149.  THANK YOU FOR YOUR TIME.

______________________________________________________________________________
Public reporting burden for this collection of information is estimated to average 10 minutes per response including the time for
reviewing the instructions, searching the existing data sources, gathering and maintaining the data needed, and completing and
reviewing the collection of information.  Send comments regarding this burden estimate or any other aspects of this burden to
Robert Sadler, National Marine Fisheries Service, 9721 Executive Center Drive, N., St. Petersburg, Florida 33702.  Your
responses to this questionnaire will be treated as confidential in accordance with NOAA Administrative Orders. 
Notwithstanding any other provisions of the law, no person is required to respond to, nor shall any person be subject to a penalty
for failure to comply with, a collection of information subject to the requirements of the Paperwork Reduction Act, unless that
collection displays a currently valid OMB Control Number.  The NMFS requires this information for the conservation and
management of marine fishery resources. 
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TITLE XVII—GOVERNMENT PAPERWORK

ELIMINATION ACT

SEC. 1701. SHORT TITLE.

This title may be cited as the ‘‘Government Paper-

work Elimination Act’’.
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SEC. 1702. AUTHORITY OF OMB TO PROVIDE FOR ACQUISI-

TION AND USE OF ALTERNATIVE INFORMA-

TION TECHNOLOGIES BY EXECUTIVE AGEN-

CIES.

Section 3504(a)(1)(B)(vi) of title 44, United States

Code, is amended to read as follows:

‘‘(vi) the acquisition and use of information tech-

nology, including alternative information technologies that

provide for electronic submission, maintenance, or disclo-

sure of information as a substitute for paper and for the

use and acceptance of electronic signatures.’’.

SEC. 1703. PROCEDURES FOR USE AND ACCEPTANCE OF

ELECTRONIC SIGNATURES BY EXECUTIVE

AGENCIES.

(a) IN GENERAL.—In order to fulfill the responsibil-

ity to administer the functions assigned under chapter 35

of title 44, United States Code, the provisions of the

Clinger-Cohen Act of 1996 (divisions D and E of Public

Law 104–106) and the amendments made by that Act, and

the provisions of this title, the Director of the Office of

Management and Budget shall, in consultation with the

National Telecommunications and Information Adminis-

tration and not later than 18 months after the date of en-

actment of this Act, develop procedures for the use and ac-

ceptance of electronic signatures by Executive agencies.
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(b) REQUIREMENTS FOR PROCEDURES.—(1) The pro-

cedures developed under subsection (a)—

(A) shall be compatible with standards and tech-

nology for electronic signatures that are generally used in

commerce and industry and by State governments;

(B) may not inappropriately favor one industry or

technology;

(C) shall ensure that electronic signatures are as reli-

able as is appropriate for the purpose in question and keep

intact the information submitted;

(D) shall provide for the electronic acknowledgment of

electronic forms that are successfully submitted; and

(E) shall, to the extent feasible and appropriate, re-

quire an Executive agency that anticipates receipt by elec-

tronic means of 50,000 or more submittals of a particular

form to take all steps necessary to ensure that multiple

methods of electronic signatures are available for the sub-

mittal of such form.

(2) The Director shall ensure the compatibility of the

procedures under paragraph (1)(A) in consultation with

appropriate private bodies and State government entities

that set standards for the use and acceptance of electronic

signatures.
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SEC. 1704. DEADLINE FOR IMPLEMENTATION BY EXECU-

TIVE AGENCIES OF PROCEDURES FOR USE

AND ACCEPTANCE OF ELECTRONIC SIGNA-

TURES.

In order to fulfill the responsibility to administer the

functions assigned under chapter 35 of title 44, United

States Code, the provisions of the Clinger-Cohen Act of

1996 (divisions D and E of Public Law 104–106) and the

amendments made by that Act, and the provisions of this

title, the Director of the Office of Management and Budget

shall ensure that, commencing not later than five years

after the date of enactment of this Act, Executive agencies

provide—

(1) for the option of the electronic maintenance, sub-

mission, or disclosure of information, when practicable as

a substitute for paper; and

(2) for the use and acceptance of electronic sig-

natures, when practicable.

SEC. 1705. ELECTRONIC STORAGE AND FILING OF EMPLOY-

MENT FORMS.

In order to fulfill the responsibility to administer the

functions assigned under chapter 35 of title 44, United

States Code, the provisions of the Clinger-Cohen Act of

1996 (divisions D and E of Public Law 104–106) and the

amendments made by that Act, and the provisions of this

title, the Director of the Office of Management and Budget
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shall, not later than 18 months after the date of enactment

of this Act, develop procedures to permit private employers

to store and file electronically with Executive agencies

forms containing information pertaining to the employees

of such employers.

SEC. 1706. STUDY ON USE OF ELECTRONIC SIGNATURES.

(a) ONGOING STUDY REQUIRED.—In order to fulfill

the responsibility to administer the functions assigned

under chapter 35 of title 44, United States Code, the provi-

sions of the Clinger-Cohen Act of 1996 (divisions D and

E of Public Law 104–106) and the amendments made by

that Act, and the provisions of this title, the Director of

the Office of Management and Budget shall, in cooperation

with the National Telecommunications and Information

Administration, conduct an ongoing study of the use of

electronic signatures under this title on—

(1) paperwork reduction and electronic com-

merce;

(2) individual privacy; and

(3) the security and authenticity of transactions.

(b) REPORTS.—The Director shall submit to Congress

on a periodic basis a report describing the results of the

study carried out under subsection (a).
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SEC. 1707. ENFORCEABILITY AND LEGAL EFFECT OF ELEC-

TRONIC RECORDS.

Electronic records submitted or maintained in ac-

cordance with procedures developed under this title, or

electronic signatures or other forms of electronic authen-

tication used in accordance with such procedures, shall not

be denied legal effect, validity, or enforceability because

such records are in electronic form.

SEC. 1708. DISCLOSURE OF INFORMATION.

Except as provided by law, information collected in

the provision of electronic signature services for commu-

nications with an executive agency, as provided by this

title, shall only be used or disclosed by persons who obtain,

collect, or maintain such information as a business or gov-

ernment practice, for the purpose of facilitating such com-

munications, or with the prior affirmative consent of the

person about whom the information pertains.

SEC. 1709. APPLICATION WITH INTERNAL REVENUE LAWS.

No provision of this title shall apply to the Depart-

ment of the Treasury or the Internal Revenue Service to

the extent that such provision—

(1) involves the administration of the internal

revenue laws; or

(2) conflicts with any provision of the Internal

Revenue Service Restructuring and Reform Act of

1998 or the Internal Revenue Code of 1986.
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SEC. 1710. DEFINITIONS.

For purposes of this title:

(1) ELECTRONIC SIGNATURE.—The term ‘‘elec-

tronic signature’’ means a method of signing an elec-

tronic message that—

(A) identifies and authenticates a particu-

lar person as the source of the electronic message;

and

(B) indicates such person’s approval of the

information contained in the electronic message.

(2) EXECUTIVE AGENCY.—The term ‘‘Executive

agency’’ has the meaning given that term in section

105 of title 5, United States Code.
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Workshop and a program update. The 
applications under review contain trade 
secrets and proprietary commercial 
information submitted to the 
Government in confidence. All visitors 
to the National Institute of Standards 
and Technology site will have to pre-
register to be admitted. Anyone wishing 
to attend this meeting must register 48 
hours in advance in order to be 
admitted. Please submit your name, 
time of arrival, email address and phone 
number to Virginia Davis no later than 
Monday, September 16, 2002, and she 
will provide you with instructions for 
admittance. Ms. Davis’ e-mail address is 
virginia.davis@nist.gov and her phone 
number is 301/975–2361.

DATES: The meeting will convene 
September 19, 2002 at 9 a.m. and 
adjourn at 4:30 p.m. on September 19, 
2002. It is estimated that the closed 
portion of the meeting will last from 9 
a.m. until 1 p.m. and the open portion 
of the meeting will last from 1 p.m. until 
4:30 p.m.

ADDRESSES: The meeting will be held at 
the National Institute of Standards and 
Technology, Building 222, Red Training 
Room, Gaithersburg, Maryland 20899. 
Please note admittance instructions 
under SUMMARY paragraph.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: Dr. 
Harry Hertz, Director, National Quality 
Program, National Institute of Standards 
and Technology, Gaithersburg, 
Maryland 20899, telephone number 
(301) 975–2361.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: The 
Assistant Secretary for Administration, 
with the concurrence of the General 
Counsel, formally determined on 
February 11, 2002, that part of the 
meeting of the Judges Panel will be 
closed pursuant to section 10(d) of the 
Federal Advisory Committee Act, 5 
U.S.C. app. 2, as amended by section 
5(c) of the Government in the Sunshine 
Act, Public Law 94–409. The meeting, 
which involves examination of Award 
applicant data from U.S. companies and 
a discussion of this data as compared to 
the Award criteria in order to 
recommend Award recipients, may be 
closed to the public in accordance with 
section 552b(c)(4) of Title 5, United 
States Code, because the meetings are 
likely to disclose trade secrets and 
commercial or financial information 
obtained from a person which is 
privileged or confidential.

Dated: August 15, 2002. 
Arden L. Bement, Jr., 
Director.
[FR Doc. 02–21462 Filed 8–21–02; 8:45 am] 
BILLING CODE 3510–13–P

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

National Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration

[I.D. 081902A]

Proposed Information Collection; 
Comment Request; Southeast Region 
Electronic Reporting Survey

AGENCY: National Oceanic and 
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA).

ACTION: Notice.

SUMMARY: The Department of 
Commerce, as part of its continuing 
effort to reduce paperwork and 
respondent burden, invites the general 
public and other Federal agencies to 
take this opportunity to comment on 
proposed and/or continuing information 
collections, as required by the 
Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995, 
Public Law 104–13 (44 U.S.C. 
3506(c)(2)(A)).

DATES: Written comments must be 
submitted on or before October 21, 
2002.

ADDRESSES: Direct all written comments 
to Madeleine Clayton, Departmental 
Paperwork Clearance Officer, 
Department of Commerce, Room 6608, 
14th and Constitution Avenue NW, 
Washington DC 20230 (or via the 
Internet at MClayton@doc.gov).

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: 
Requests for additional information or 
copies of the information collection 
instrument(s) and instructions should 
be directed to John Poffenberger, 
Southeast Fisheries Science Center, 75 
Virginia Beach Drive, Miami, Florida 
33149,(phone 305–361–4263).

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:

I. Abstract

This data collection activity is a one-
time survey to collect information from 
persons and/or companies that have 
been issued a federal fisheries permit in 
the Southeast Region. The purpose of 
the survey is to collect on the 
availability and use of personal 
computers and whether these persons 
and/or companies would be willing to 
report electronically via the Internet. 
There are several methods that can be 
undertaken by the National Marine 
Fisheries Service to make reporting data 
more efficient through electronic 
reporting, but the availability of 
personal computers and their use is an 
important part of determining how best 
to provide this alternative reporting 
methodology.

II. Method of Collection

The Southeast Fisheries Science 
Center will conduct this survey through 
the mail. A short form has been 
developed that is to be filled out by the 
permit holder (usually the vessel owner 
or manager of the seafood processing 
company) and returned to the Center in 
a pre-addressed, postage-paid envelope.

III. Data

OMB Number: None.
Form Number: None.
Type of Review: Regular submission.
Affected Public: Business or other for-

profit organizations (seafood dealers and 
fishermen).

Estimated Number of Respondents: 
6,500.

Estimated Time Per Response: 5 
minutes.

Estimated Total Annual Burden 
Hours: 540.

Estimated Total Annual Cost to 
Public: $0.

IV. Request for Comments

Comments are invited on: (a) whether 
the proposed collection of information 
is necessary for the proper performance 
of the functions of the agency, including 
whether the information shall have 
practical utility; (b) the accuracy of the 
agency’s estimate of the burden 
(including hours and cost) of the 
proposed collection of information; (c) 
ways to enhance the quality, utility, and 
clarity of the information to be 
collected; and (d) ways to minimize the 
burden of the collection of information 
on respondents, including through the 
use of automated collection techniques 
or other forms of information 
technology.

Comments submitted in response to 
this notice will be summarized and/or 
included in the request for OMB 
approval of this information collection; 
they also will become a matter of public 
record.

Dated: August 16, 2002.

Gwellnar Banks,
Management Analyst, Office of the Chief 
Information Officer.
[FR Doc. 02–21458 Filed 8–21–02; 8:45 am]
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