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SUPPORTING STATEMENT 
NOAA COASTAL OCEAN PROGRAM GRANTS PROPOSAL APPLICATION 

PACKAGE 
OMB CONTROL NO. 0648-0384 

 
A.  JUSTIFICATION 
 
1.  Explain the circumstances that make the collection of information necessary. 
 
Beginning in the late FY1998 the National Ocean Service (NOS), NOAA’s Coastal 
Ocean Program (COP) was able to provide direct financial assistance in the form of 
discretionary research Grants and cooperative Agreements under its own program for the 
management of coastal ecosystems.  COP financial assistance had been previously 
provided to non-profit organizations and educational institutions through joint 
participation in the Sea Grant omnibus vehicle. 
 
The COP is part of a unique federal-academic partnership designed to provide predictive 
capability for managing coastal ecosystems.  COP supports research on critical issues 
associated with the Nation’s estuaries, coastal waters and the Great Lakes, and translates 
its finding into accessible information for coastal managers, planners, lawmakers and the 
public.  COP’s projects are multi-disciplinary, large in scale and long in duration (usually 
three to five years).  Grants monies are available for related activities.  Multi year funding 
will be funded incrementally.   
 
All potential NOAA COP grant recipients are required to submit the Standard Form used 
by NOAA for Federal grants as follows:  SF-424, the SF-424A, Budget Information for 
Non-Construction Programs; the SF-424B, Assurances for Non-Construction Programs; 
the CD-511 and 512 Certifications and the SF-LLL (if applicable).  Due to the fact that 
many COP projects are in partnership with inter-agency competitive research programs, 
OMB approval is requested for the following information collection. 
 
At the time of application, COP grant applicants will be asked to include a COP Project 
Summary (Abstract) Form in addition to the standard application requirements for 
Federal grants.  A copy of the proposed form is attached with this request.  The main 
purpose of this information collection is to enable COP to provide a summary of each 
proposed project.  The information gathered will enable COP to properly evaluate 
proposals in a collaborative environment with its partner agencies.   
 
Grant recipients will be required to file COP Annual Progress Reports and a COP Project 
Final Report.  The proposed formats for this information are attached to this request.  The 
COP Annual Progress Report and the COP Project Final Report will provide a consistent, 
detailed format to grantees.   
 
 
 
 



Project Summary (Abstract) Form: 
 
The Project Summary (Abstract) Form provided at time of application includes a 
statement of objectives, methods to be employed and the significance of the proposed 
activity to the advancement of knowledge or education.  This information collection shall 
not be more than one page in length and must be written in the third person.  The 
summary is used to help compare proposals quickly and allows the respondents to 
summarize these key points in their own words. 
 
Reporting Requirements: 
 
Consistency in reporting requirements for competitive research grant programs is 
desirable and this is behind COP’s efforts in proposing a standardized format/form.  In 
accordance with current OMB guidance, recipients are responsible for managing and 
monitoring each project, program, subaward, function or activity supported by an award.  
The Federal awarding agency prescribes the frequency with which the performance 
reports shall be submitted, which typically shall not be required more frequently than 
quarterly or less frequently than annually.  A final report will be required upon expiration 
or termination of grant support. 
 
Format – Annual Performance Report: 
 
The format chosen provides the minimum information required by this program to 
evaluate the project’s progress with respect to its goals and objectives, schedule for 
accomplishments, and application to resource management.  It has been determined that 
will respect to research, semi-annual reports are an unnecessary reporting burden, 
especially for large multi-investigator projects typical of the COP.  The request for annual 
performance reports has been accepted and approved by the NOAA Grants Management 
Division for COP-sponsored grants or cooperative agreements. 
 
Format – Final Report: 
 
The use of the Project Final Report format provides the level of detail required to 
evaluate the effort invested by investigators and staff on project management; any actual 
accomplishments and research findings; and what goals and objectives were attained.  
The proposed final report format is compatible with the format in use by other agencies 
that participate in joint projects with COP, e.g. the National Science Foundation (NSF). 
 
2.  Explain how, by whom, how frequently, and for what purpose the information 
will be used. 
 
Project Summary (Abstract) Form: 
 
The summary is used to help compare proposals quickly by the reviewing officials in the 
competitive process.  It is submitted at time of application. 
 



Annual Report Format: 
 
For the proposed progress report format, the first section is taken from the COP-
implementation plan and has some advantages in that previously-funded investigators 
will be familiar with the format.  Use of this format will provide COP with the necessary 
information required to evaluate performance for the purpose of renewal of research 
grants.   Since COP’s grants are typically three to five years in duration, one annual 
report will be requested at the end of each year funded.  A copy of the annual progress 
report is maintained in the COP Program Information File and it is electronically 
transmitted to GMD through the NOAA Grants On Line system.   
 
Final Report Format: 
 
Final reports are reviewed to determine if any information products were delivered by the 
recipient.  In addition, the final report is used as a management tool by program managers 
to determine recipient compliance and performance with the terms and conditions of the 
grant.   
 
3.  Describe whether, and to what extent, the collection of information involves the 
use of automated, electronic, mechanical, or other technological techniques or other 
forms of information technology. 
 
There is Web availability of the grant application kit on the COP’s home page at: 
http://www.cop.noaa.gov/.    The Web site offers the public the ability to print all COP –
required forms with accompanying instructions from the internet.   Applicants are able to 
electronically submit grant applications at: www.grants.gov  and the progress reports can 
be submitted electronically by those recipients having electronic access at: 
https://grantsonline.rdc.noaa.gov/flows/home/Login/verifyLogin.do.   
 
4.  Describe efforts to identify duplication. 
 
No duplication has been identified.  The new format avoids unnecessary duplication. 
 
5.  If the collection of information involves small businesses or other small entities, 
describe the methods used to minimize burden. 
 
The program does not significantly impact small business entities. 
 
6.  Describe the consequences to the Federal program or policy activities if the 
collection is not conducted or is conducted less frequently.  
 
The application forms are only submitted at the time of application and needed for 
efficient review of the proposals.   Annual and final reports are minimum requirements 
for Federal grants. 
 



7.  Explain any special circumstances that require the collection to be conducted in a 
manner inconsistent with OMB guidelines.   
 
This request does not require the collection to be conducted in a manner inconsistent with 
OMB guidelines.   
 
8.  Provide a copy of the PRA Federal Register notice that solicited public comments 
on the information collection prior to this submission.  Summarize the public 
comments received in response to that notice and describe the actions taken by the 
agency in response to those comments.  Describe the efforts to consult with persons 
outside the agency to obtain their views on the availability of data, frequency of 
collection, the clarity of instructions and recordkeeping, disclosure, or reporting 
format (if any), and the data elements to be recorded, disclosed or reported. 
 
A Federal Register Notice solicited public comments on this submission.  One comment 
was received and additional information was provided.  
 
9.  Explain any decisions to provide payments or gifts to respondents, other than 
remuneration of contractors or grantees.   
 
No payments or gifts are provided (other than grant monies). 
 
10.  Describe any assurance of confidentiality provided to respondents and the basis 
for assurance in statute, regulation, or agency policy.   
 
Grant files are subject to the Freedom of Information Act (FOIA).  However, unpublished 
research results shall not be published without prior permission from the recipient. 
 
11.  Provide additional justification for any questions of a sensitive nature, such as 
sexual behavior and attitudes, religious beliefs, and other matters that are 
commonly considered private. 
 
There are no sensitive questions. 
 
12.  Provide an estimate in hours of the burden of the collection of information. 
 
 
 
Requirement # of Annual 

Respondents 
# of Responses 
per 
Respondent 

Total 
Responses 

Average Time 
per Response  

Total Annual 
Response 
Time (Hours) 

Summary 300 1 300 30 minutes 150 
Annual Report 50 1 50 5 hours 250 
Final Report 50 1 50 10 hours 500 
TOTALS 400  400  900 
 
 



13.  Provide an estimate of the total annual cost burden to the respondents or 
record-keepers resulting from the collection.   
 
None.  No capital expenditures required. 
 
In the research grant environment, applicants have staff dedicated to the submission of 
proposals, including clerical support.  Both time and dollar costs are charged to grantors 
under the general and administrative overhead line item on the proposal budget.  This 
includes hours spent for preparation of the other reports.   
 
14.  Provide estimates of annualized costs to the Federal government.  
 
The total annualized cost burden to the Government for conducting the collection and 
handling the information submitted is estimated at $950.00.  This does not include costs 
for secondary uses of the information or costs for reviewing the annual and final progress 
reports.   The summary form is the only collection of information incurring additional 
expense.   This estimate is based on staff time per response of five minutes for the project 
summary.  A salary cost of $38/hr was used.  The annualized total cost is estimated as 
follows: 
 
5 min per project summary review (5/60) x 300 annual respondents x $38.00/hr = 
$950.00. 
 
15.  Explain the reason for any program changes or adjustments reported in Items 
13 or 14 of the OMB 83-1. 
 
The previous OMB clearance covered the request for 20 additional copies of each 
application and the COP Summary Budget form.   A standardized application package 
has now been developed and the need for the COP Summary Budget form is no longer 
necessary, resulting in a decrease of 150 burden hours.  The additional 20 copies are not 
needed due to the use of electronic submissions by the applicants; this results in a 
decrease of 50 burden hours.   
 
16.  For collections whose results will be published, outline the plans for tabulation 
and publications. 
 
Not applicable.  Grants products may be published, but not applications or reports. 
 
17.  If seeking approval to not display the expiration date for OMB approval of the 
information collection, explain the reason why display would be inappropriate. 
 
Not applicable. 
 
 
 



18.  Explain each exception to the certification statement identified in Item 19 of the 
OMB 83-I. 
 
There are no exceptions. 
 
B.  COLLECTIONS OF INFORMATION EMPLOYING STATICAL METHODS 
 
This collection does not employ statistical methods. 
 
 
 
 
 



Usage of this form is not approved for other program offices.                                     OMB Approval No. 0648-0384   
      Expires 09/30/2006 

 
PROJECT SUMMARY 

______________________________________________________________________ 
 
The Project Summary (abstract) should include a statement of objectives, methods to be 
employed, and the significance of the proposed activity to the advancement of knowledge 
or education. Avoid use of first person to complete this summary.   
DO NOT EXCEED ONE PAGE. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



COP Project Summary Form 
 
 
NOTICE: The Project Summary (Abstract) Form, provided at time of application, shall include a statement 
of objectives, methods to be employed, and the significance of the proposed activity to the advancement of 
knowledge or education.  This information collection shall not be more than one page in length and shall be 
written in the third person.  The summary is used to help compare proposals quickly and allows the 
respondents to summarize these key points in their own words. Public reporting burden for this collection 
of information is estimated to average 30 minutes per response, including time for reviewing instructions, 
searching existing data sources, gathering and maintaining the data needed and completing and reviewing 
the collection of information. Send comments regarding this burden estimate or any other aspects of this 
collection of information, including suggestions for reducing this burden, to the National Ocean Service, 
CSCOR/COP Office, 1315 East-West Highway, Silver Spring, MD20910.  Grant files are subject to the 
Freedom of Information Act (FOIA).  Confidentiality will not be maintained--the information will be made 
available to the public.  However, unpublished research results shall not be published without prior 
permission from the recipient. Notwithstanding any other provision of the law, no person is required to 
respond to, nor shall any person be subject to a penalty for failure to comply with, a collection of 
information subject to the requirements of the Paperwork Reduction Act, unless that collection of 
information displays a currently valid OMB Control Number. 



Usage of this form is not approved for other program offices. OMB Approval No.  0648-0384 
 Expiration Date: 9/30/2006  
 
 FORMAT  for Annual Progress Report 
 
A.  Grant Number: 
 
B.  Amount of Grant:   
 
C.  Project Title: 
 
D. Grantee:      
 
E. Award Period:  From:    To:    
           
F.  Period Covered by this Report:  From    To     
G. Summary of Progress and Expenditures to Date: 
 
 l.  Work Accomplishments: (as related to project objectives and schedule for completion) 
 
    a.   Provide a brief summary of progress, including results obtained to date, and 

their relationship to the general goals of the grant; and 
 
   b.   Provide a brief summary of work to be performed during the next year of 

support, if changed from the original proposal; and indication of any current 
problems or favorable or unusual developments; and any other significant 
information pertinent to the type of project support by COP, or as specified by the 
terms and conditions of the grant. 

 
 2.  Applications: 
  a.  Publications, presentations, workshops; 
  b.  Applications to management or research; 
  c.  Data and/or information products; 

d.  Partnerships established with other federal, state, or local agencies, or other 
research institutions (other than those already described in the original 
proposal). 

 
 3.  Expenditures: 
  a.  Describe expenditures scheduled for this period.. 
 
  b.  Describe actual expenditures this period. 
 

c.  Explain special problems, differences between scheduled and actual 
       expenditures, etc. 
 
 
Prepared By:     
  Signature of Principal Investigator   Date  
 
NOAA COP Annual Progress Report Form 



 
 

 
NOTICE 

      
 
 
 Subsequently, all NOAA COP recipients with approved grants 
will be asked to file a COP Annual Progress Report in the 
specified format.  The first section of the proposed format is 
taken from the COP implementation plan and has some advantages 
in that previously-funded investigators will be familiar with 
the format.  Consistency in reporting requirements for 
competitive research grant programs is desirable and this is 
behind COP’s efforts in proposing a standardized format.  This 
annual report format will enable COP program staff to monitor 
each project supported by an award. 
 
 Public reporting burden for this collection of information 
is estimated to average 300 minutes per response, including time 
for reviewing instructions, searching existing data sources, 
gathering and maintaining the data needed and completing and 
reviewing the collection of information. 
 
 Send comments regarding this burden estimate or any other 
aspects of this collection of information, including suggestions 
for reducing this burden, to the National Ocean Service, 
CSCOR/COP Office, 1315 East-West Highway, Silver Spring, MD 
20910.  Grant files are subject to the Freedom of Information 
Act (FOIA).  Confidentiality will not be maintained--the 
information will be made available to the public.  However, 
unpublished research results shall not be published without 
prior permission from the recipient. 
 
 Notwithstanding any other provision of the law, no person 
is required to respond to, nor shall any person be subject to a 
penalty for failure to comply with, a collection of information 
subject to the requirements of the Paperwork Reduction Act, 
unless that collection of information displays a currently valid 
OMB Control Number. 



Usage of this form is not approved for other program offices. OMB Approval No. 0648-0384 
 Expiration Date:9/30/2006 

 
 COP Format for Project Final Report 
 
 
I. Report Title, Author, Organization, Grant Number, Date 
 
II. Abstract 
 

A brief (one paragraph) description of the Final Report  
 
III. Executive Summary 
 

A brief and succinct summary of Final Report. 
 
IV. Purpose 
 

A.  Detailed description of any problems or impediments of research 
project that were addressed 

 
 B. Objectives of the project. 
 
V. Approach 
 

A.  Detailed description of the work that was performed. 
 

B.  Project management:  List individuals and/or organizations 
actually performing the work and how it was done. 

 
VI. Findings 
 

A.   Actual accomplishments and findings. 
 

B.  If significant problems developed which resulted in less than 
satisfactory or negative results, they should be discussed. 

 
C.  Description of need, if any, for additional work. 

 
VII. Evaluation 
 

A. Describe the extent to which the project goals and objectives were 
attained.  This description should address the following: 

 
1. Were the goals and objectives attained?  How?  If not, why? 

 
2. Were modifications made to the goals and objectives?  If so, 

explain. 
 

B. Dissemination of Project results: 
 

Explain, in detail, how the projects results have been, and will 
be, disseminated. 

 
 
COP Project Final Report 



 
 
 

NOTICE 
 
 
 Subsequently, all NOAA COP recipients with approved grants 
will be asked to file a COP Project Final Report in the 
specified format upon expiration or termination of grant 
support. Consistency in reporting requirements for competitive 
research grant programs is desirable and this is behind COP’s 
efforts in proposing a standardized format. The use of the 
Project Final Report format will provide the level of detail 
required to evaluate the effort invested by investigators and 
staff on project management; any actual accomplishments and 
research findings; and what goals and objectives were attained.  
The proposed final report format is compatible with the format 
in use by other agencies that participate in joint projects with 
COP, e.g. the National Science Foundation. 
 
 Public reporting burden for this collection of information 
is estimated to average 600 minutes per response, including time 
for reviewing instructions, searching existing data sources, 
gathering and maintaining the data needed and completing and 
reviewing the collection of information. 
 
 Send comments regarding this burden estimate or any other 
aspects of this collection of information, including suggestions 
for reducing this burden, to the National Ocean Service, 
CSCOR/COP Office, 1315 East-West Highway, Silver Spring, MD 
20910.  Grant files are subject to the Freedom of Information 
Act (FOIA).  Confidentiality will not be maintained--the 
information will be made available to the public.  However, 
unpublished research results shall not be published without 
prior permission from the recipient. 
 
 Notwithstanding any other provision of the law, no person 
is required to respond to, nor shall any person be subject to a 
penalty for failure to comply with, a collection of information 
subject to the requirements of the Paperwork Reduction Act, 
unless that collection of information displays a currently valid 
OMB Control Number. 
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-CITE- 

    33 USC Sec. 1442                                            01/19/04

-EXPCITE- 

    TITLE 33 - NAVIGATION AND NAVIGABLE WATERS 

    CHAPTER 27 - OCEAN DUMPING 

    SUBCHAPTER II - RESEARCH

-HEAD- 

    Sec. 1442. Research program respecting possible long-range effects 

      of pollution, overfishing, and man-induced changes of ocean 

      ecosystems

-STATUTE- 

    (a) Secretary of Commerce 

      (1) The Secretary of Commerce, in close consultation with other 

    appropriate Federal departments, agencies, and instrumentalities 

    shall, within six months of October 23, 1972, initiate a 

    comprehensive and continuing program of research with respect to 
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    the possible long-range effects of pollution, overfishing, and 

    man-induced changes of ocean ecosystems. These responsibilities 

    shall include the scientific assessment of damages to the natural 

    resources from spills of petroleum or petroleum products. In 

    carrying out such research, the Secretary of Commerce shall take 

    into account such factors as existing and proposed international 

    policies affecting oceanic problems, economic considerations 

    involved in both the protection and the use of the oceans, possible 

    alternatives to existing programs, and ways in which the health of 

    the oceans may best be preserved for the benefit of succeeding 

    generations of mankind. 

      (2) The Secretary of Commerce shall ensure that the program under 

    this section complements, when appropriate, the activities 

    undertaken by other Federal agencies pursuant to subchapter I of 

    this chapter and section 1443 of this title. That program shall 

    include but not be limited to -  

        (A) the development and assessment of scientific techniques to 

      define and quantify the degradation of the marine environment; 

        (B) the assessment of the capacity of the marine environment to 

      receive materials without degradation; 

        (C) continuing monitoring programs to assess the health of the 

      marine environment, including but not limited to the monitoring 
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      of bottom oxygen concentrations, contaminant levels in biota, 

      sediments, and the water column, diseases in fish and shellfish, 

      and changes in types and abundance of indicator species; 

        (D) the development of methodologies, techniques, and equipment 

      for disposal of waste materials to minimize degradation of the 

      marine environment.

      (3) The Secretary of Commerce shall ensure that the comprehensive 

    and continuing research program conducted under this subsection is 

    consistent with the comprehensive plan for ocean pollution research 

    and development and monitoring prepared under section 1703 (!1) of 

    this title.

    (b) Action with other nations 

      In carrying out his responsibilities under this section, the 

    Secretary of Commerce, under the foreign policy guidance of the 

    President and pursuant to international agreements and treaties 

    made by the President with the advice and consent of the Senate, 

    may act alone or in conjunction with any other nation or group of 

    nations, and shall make known the results of his activities by such 

    channels of communication as may appear appropriate. 

    (c) Cooperation of other departments, agencies, and independent 

      instrumentalities 
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      Each department, agency, and independent instrumentality of the 

    Federal Government is authorized and directed to cooperate with the 

    Secretary of Commerce in carrying out the purposes of this section 

    and, to the extent permitted by law, to furnish such information as 

    may be requested. 

    (d) Utilization of personnel, services, and facilities; 

      inter-agency agreements 

      The Secretary of Commerce, in carrying out his responsibilities 

    under this section, shall, to the extent feasible utilize the 

    personnel, services, and facilities of other Federal departments, 

    agencies, and instrumentalities (including those of the Coast Guard 

    for monitoring purposes), and is authorized to enter into 

    appropriate inter-agency agreements to accomplish this action.

-SOURCE- 

    (Pub. L. 92-532, title II, Sec. 202, Oct. 23, 1972, 86 Stat. 1060; 

    Pub. L. 94-62, Sec. 2, July 25, 1975, 89 Stat. 303; Pub. L. 96-381, 

    Sec. 3, Oct. 6, 1980, 94 Stat. 1524; Pub. L. 96-470, title II, Sec. 

    201(f), Oct. 19, 1980, 94 Stat. 2242; Pub. L. 99-272, title VI, 

    Sec. 6062, Apr. 7, 1986, 100 Stat. 131; Pub. L. 100-627, title I, 

    Sec. 101, Nov. 7, 1988, 102 Stat. 3213.)

-REFTEXT- 
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                            REFERENCES IN TEXT                         

      Section 1703 of this title, referred to in subsec. (a)(3), was 

    repealed by Pub. L. 102-567, title II, Sec. 204, Oct. 29, 1992, 106 

    Stat. 4282.

-MISC1- 

                                AMENDMENTS                             

      1988 - Subsec. (a)(3). Pub. L. 100-627 added par. (3). 

      1986 - Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 99-272, Sec. 6062(1)-(3), designated 

    existing provisions as par. (1), substituted "in close 

    consultation" for "in consultation", and added par. (2). 

      Subsec. (c). Pub. L. 99-272, Sec. 6062(4), redesignated subsec. 

    (d) as (c), and struck out former subsec. (c) which required the 

    Secretary of Commerce to make an annual report to Congress, in 

    March of each year, on the results of activities undertaken by him 

    pursuant to this section during the previous fiscal year, and to 

    include in that report the report to Congress required by section 

    665 of title 16 on activities of the Department of Commerce under 

    that section. 

      Subsecs. (d), (e). Pub. L. 99-272, Sec. 6062(4), redesignated 

    subsec. (e) as (d). Former subsec. (d) redesignated (c). 

      1980 - Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 96-381 inserted provision including 

    within the responsibilities of the Secretary the scientific 
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    assessment of damages to natural resources from spills of petroleum 

    or petroleum products. 

      Subsec. (c). Pub. L. 96-470 inserted provision requiring the 

    Secretary to include in his annual report the report on activities 

    of the Department of Commerce under section 665 of title 16. 

      1975 - Subsec. (c). Pub. L. 94-62 substituted "March" for 

    "January".

-TRANS- 

                           TRANSFER OF FUNCTIONS                        

      For transfer of authorities, functions, personnel, and assets of 

    the Coast Guard, including the authorities and functions of the 

    Secretary of Transportation relating thereto, to the Department of 

    Homeland Security, and for treatment of related references, see 

    sections 468(b), 551(d), 552(d), and 557 of Title 6, Domestic 

    Security, and the Department of Homeland Security Reorganization 

    Plan of November 25, 2002, as modified, set out as a note under 

    section 542 of Title 6.

-SECREF- 

                   SECTION REFERRED TO IN OTHER SECTIONS                

      This section is referred to in section 1444 of this title.
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-FOOTNOTE- 

    (!1) See References in Text note below.
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DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 

National Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration 

Proposed Information Collection; 
Comment Request; Southwest Region 
Permit Family of Forms—Pacific 

AGENCY: National Oceanic and 
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA). 
ACTION: Notice. 

SUMMARY: The Department of 
Commerce, as part of its continuing 
effort to reduce paperwork and 
respondent burden, invites the general 
public and other Federal agencies to 
take this opportunity to comment on 
proposed and/or continuing information 
collections, as required by the 
Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995. 
DATES: Written comments must be 
submitted on or before June 16, 2006. 
ADDRESSES: Direct all written comments 
to Diana Hynek, Departmental 
Paperwork Clearance Officer, 
Department of Commerce, Room 6625, 
14th and Constitution Avenue, NW., 
Washington, DC 20230 (or via the 
Internet at dHynek@doc.gov). 
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: 
Requests for additional information or 
copies of the information collection 
instrument and instructions should be 
directed to Walter Ikehara, (808) 944– 
2275 or walter.ikehara@noaa.gov. 
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: 

I. Abstract 

The National Marine Fisheries Service 
(NMFS) Pacific Islands Region (PIR) 
manages the U.S. fisheries of the 
Exclusive Economic Zone (EEZ) in the 
western Pacific under five fishery 
management plans (FMPs), prepared by 
the Western Pacific Fishery 
Management Council pursuant to the 
Magnuson-Stevens Fishery 
Conservation and Management Act. The 
regulations implementing the FMPs are 
found at 50 CFR part 665. 

The permitting requirements at 50 
CFR part 665 form the basis for this 
collection of information. PIR requests 
information from participants in the 
fisheries and interested persons. This 
information is needed for permit 
issuance, to identify participants in the 
fisheries, and to help measure impacts 
of management controls on the 
participants in the fisheries of the EEZ 
in the western Pacific. 

II. Method of Collection 

Paper submissions and telephone 
calls are required from participants. 
Methods of submittal include mailing 

and facsimile transmission of paper 
forms. 

III. Data 

OMB Number: 0648–0490. 
Form Number: None. 
Type of Review: Regular submission. 
Affected Public: Business or other for- 

profit organizations; individuals or 
households. 

Estimated Number of Respondents: 
187. 

Estimated Time Per Response: 
Experimental permit applications, 2 
hours; all other permit applications, 30 
minutes; and permit appeals, 2 hours. 

Estimated Total Annual Burden 
Hours: 85. 

Estimated Total Annual Cost to 
Public: $450. 

IV. Request for Comments 

Comments are invited on: (a) Whether 
the proposed collection of information 
is necessary for the proper performance 
of the functions of the agency, including 
whether the information shall have 
practical utility; (b) the accuracy of the 
agency’s estimate of the burden 
(including hours and cost) of the 
proposed collection of information; (c) 
ways to enhance the quality, utility, and 
clarity of the information to be 
collected; and (d) ways to minimize the 
burden of the collection of information 
on respondents, including through the 
use of automated collection techniques 
or other forms of information 
technology. 

Comments submitted in response to 
this notice will be summarized and/or 
included in the request for OMB 
approval of this information collection; 
they also will become a matter of public 
record. 

Dated: April 11, 2006. 
Gwellnar Banks, 
Management Analyst, Office of the Chief 
Information Officer. 
[FR Doc. E6–5628 Filed 4–14–06; 8:45 am] 
BILLING CODE 3510–22–P 

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 

National Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration 

Proposed Information Collection; 
Comment Request; Coastal Ocean 
Program Grants Proposal Application 
Package 

AGENCY: National Oceanic and 
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA). 
ACTION: Notice. 

SUMMARY: The Department of 
Commerce, as part of its continuing 

effort to reduce paperwork and 
respondent burden, invites the general 
public and other Federal agencies to 
take this opportunity to comment on 
proposed and/or continuing information 
collections, as required by the 
Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995. 

DATES: Written comments must be 
submitted on or before June 16, 2006. 

ADDRESSES: Direct all written comments 
to Diana Hynek, Departmental 
Paperwork Clearance Officer, 
Department of Commerce, Room 6625, 
14th and Constitution Avenue, NW., 
Washington, DC 20230 (or via the 
Internet at dHynek@doc.gov). 
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: 
Requests for additional information or 
copies of the information collection 
instrument and instructions should be 
directed to Laurie Golden, 301–713– 
3338 ext 151 or laurie.golden@noaa.gov. 
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: 

I. Abstract 

The National Oceanic and 
Atmospheric Administration’s Coastal 
Ocean Program (COP) provides direct 
financial assistance through grants and 
cooperative agreements for research 
supporting the management of coastal 
ecosystems. In addition to standard 
government application requirements, 
applicants for financial assistance are 
required to submit a project summary 
form. Recipients are required to file 
annual progress reports and a project 
final report using COP formats. All of 
these requirements are needed for better 
evaluation of proposals and monitoring 
of awards. 

II. Method of Collection 

Paper and electronic applications are 
acceptable. Progress reports can be 
submitted in paper form or 
electronically. 

III. Data 

OMB Number: 0648–0384. 
Form Number: None. 
Type of Review: Regular submission. 
Affected Public: Not-for-profit 

institutions; business or other for-profit 
organizations; State, Local or Tribal 
Government. 

Estimated Number of Respondents: 
300. 

Estimated Time Per Response: 30 
minutes for a project summary; 5 hours 
for an annual report; and 10 hours for 
a final report. 

Estimated Total Annual Burden 
Hours: 900. 

Estimated Total Annual Cost to 
Public: 0. 
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IV. Request for Comments 

Comments are invited on: (a) Whether 
the proposed collection of information 
is necessary for the proper performance 
of the functions of the agency, including 
whether the information shall have 
practical utility; (b) the accuracy of the 
agency’s estimate of the burden 
(including hours and cost) of the 
proposed collection of information; (c) 
ways to enhance the quality, utility, and 
clarity of the information to be 
collected; and (d) ways to minimize the 
burden of the collection of information 
on respondents, including through the 
use of automated collection techniques 
or other forms of information 
technology. 

Comments submitted in response to 
this notice will be summarized and/or 
included in the request for OMB 
approval of this information collection; 
they also will become a matter of public 
record. 

Dated: April 11, 2006. 
Gwellnar Banks, 
Management Analyst, Office of the Chief 
Information Officer. 
[FR Doc. E6–5629 Filed 4–14–06; 8:45 am] 
BILLING CODE 3510–JS–P 

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 

National Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration 

[Docket No. 011206293–3182–02; I.D. 
041106B] 

Pacific Halibut Fishery; Guideline 
Harvest Levels for the Guided 
Recreational Halibut Fishery 

AGENCY: National Marine Fisheries 
Service (NMFS), National Oceanic and 
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA), 
Department of Commerce. 
ACTION: Notice of guideline harvest 
level. 

SUMMARY: NMFS provides notice of the 
guideline harvest level (GHL) for the 
guided sport halibut fishery (charter 
fishery) in the International Pacific 
Halibut Commission (IPHC) regulatory 
Areas 2C and 3A. The GHL provides a 
benchmark harvest level for participants 
in the charter fishery. This notice is 
necessary to meet the management and 
regulatory requirements for the GHL and 
to inform the public about the 2006 GHL 
for the charter fishery. 
DATES: The GHLs are effective beginning 
1200 hrs, Alaska local time (A.l.t.), 
February 1, 2006, and will close at 2400 
hours, A.l.t., December 31, 2006. This 
period is specified by the IPHC as the 

sport fishing season in all waters of 
Alaska. 

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: 
Jason Gasper, 907 586 7228, or e-mail at 
jason.gasper@noaa.gov. 

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: NMFS 
implemented a final rule to establish 
GHLs in IPHC regulatory areas 2C and 
3A for the harvest of Pacific halibut 
(Hippoglosses stenolepis) by the charter 
fishery on August 8, 2003 (68 FR 
47256). The GHLs are intended to serve 
as a benchmark harvest level for 
participants in the charter fishery. 

This announcement is consistent with 
§ 300.65(c)(2), which requires that GHLs 
for IPHC regulatory Areas 2C and 3A be 
specified by NMFS and announced by 
publication in the Federal Register no 
later than 30 days after receiving 
information from the IPHC which 
establishes the constant exploitation 
yield (CEY) for halibut in IPHC 
regulatory areas 2C and 3A. Based on 
the regulations at § 300.65(c)(1), the CEY 
established by the IPHC in 2006 in Area 
2C results in a GHL of 1,432,000 pounds 
(649.5 mt), and results in a GHL of 
3,650,000 pounds (1,655.6 mt) in Area 
3A. 

This notice does not require any 
regulatory action by NMFS and is 
intended to serve as an notice of the 
GHLs in Areas 2C and 3A for 2006. If 
the GHL is exceeded in 2006, NMFS 
will notify the North Pacific Fishery 
Management Council (Council) in 
writing within 30 days pursuant to 
regulations at § 300.65(c)(3). The 
Council is not required to take action, 
but may recommend additional 
management measures after receiving 
notification that a GHL has been 
exceeded. 

Classification 

This notice does not require any 
additional regulatory action by NMFS 
and does not impose any additional 
restrictions on harvests by the charter 
fishery. If the GHL is exceeded in any 
year, the Council would be notified, but 
no action would be required to be taken. 
This process of notification is intended 
to provide the Council with an 
indication of the level of Pacific halibut 
harvest by the charter fishery in a given 
year and could prompt future action. 

Authority: 16 U.S.C. 773 et seq. 

Dated: April 11, 2006. 
Alan D. Risenhoover, 
Acting Director, Office of Sustainable 
Fisheries, National Marine Fisheries Service. 
[FR Doc. E6–5683 Filed 4–14–06; 8:45 am] 
BILLING CODE 3510–22–S 

DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE 

Department of the Navy 

Notice of Intent To Grant Partially 
Exclusive Patent License: Bixenta 
Ventures LLC 

AGENCY: Department of the Navy, DOD. 
ACTION: Special notice. 

SUMMARY: The Department of the Navy 
hereby gives notice of its intent to grant 
to Bixenta Ventures LLC, a revocable, 
nonassignable, partially exclusive 
license to practice throughout the 
United States the Government-owned 
inventions described in U.S. Patent No. 
6,873,961, Method And Apparatus For 
Identifying And Tracking Project 
Trends; U.S. Patent No. 6,801,655, 
Spatial Image Processor; U.S. Patent No. 
6,785,623, Business To Business 
Electronic Test Monitoring Information 
System; U.S. Patent No. 6,768,815, Color 
Sensor; U.S. Patent No. 6,765,541, 
Capacitively Shunted Quadrifilar Helix 
Antenna; U.S. Patent No. 6,735,579, 
Static Memory Processor; U.S. Patent 
No. 6,718,816, Monolithic I.C. 
Implemented Calibration Circuit; U.S. 
Patent No. 6,718,316, Neural Network 
Noise Anomaly Recognition System 
And Method; U.S. Patent No. 6,714,481, 
System And Method For Active Sonar 
Signal Detection And Classification; 
U.S. Patent No. 6,703,917, Resettable 
Fuse/Circuit Interrupter With Visual 
Fault Indication; U.S. Patent No. 
6,694,049, Multimode Invariant 
Processor; U.S. Patent No. 6,681,016, 
System For Transfer Of Secure Mission 
Data; U.S. Patent No. 6,618,713, Neural 
Directors; U.S. Patent No. 6,618,324, 
Track Quality Indicator With Hysteresis; 
U.S. Patent No. 6,597,634, System And 
Method For Stochastic Characterization 
Of Sparse, Four-Dimensional, 
Underwater-Sound Signals; U.S. Patent 
No. 6,594,382, Neural Sensors; U.S. 
Patent No. 6,590,833, Adaptive Cross 
Correlator; U.S. Patent No. 6,580,314, 
Demodulation System And Method For 
Recovering A Signal Of Interest From A 
Modulated Carrier Sampled At Two 
Times The Phase Generated Carrier 
Frequency; U.S. Patent No. 6,577,268, 
Outboard Radio Signal Test System And 
Method; U.S. Patent No. 6,571,598, 
Calibration Circuit For Use With A 
Differential Input Preamplifier In A 
Sensor System; U.S. Patent No. 
6,566,895, Unbalanced Three Phase 
Delta Power Measurement Apparatus 
And Method; U.S. Patent No. 6,560,582, 
Dynamic Memory Processor; U.S. Patent 
No. 6,559,632, Method And Apparatus 
For Determining Linear And Angular 
Velocity Of A Moving Body; U.S. Patent 
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