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SUPPORTING STATEMENT 
SOUTHEAST REGION GEAR IDENTIFICATION REQUIREMENTS 

OMB CONTROL NO. 0648-0359 
 
A.  JUSTIFICATION 
 
1.  Explain the circumstances that make the collection of information necessary. 
 
The success of fisheries management programs depends significantly on regulatory compliance.  
Requirements that fishing gear be marked are essential to facilitate enforcement.  The ability to 
link fishing gear to the vessel owner is crucial to enforcement of regulations issued under the 
authority of the Magnuson-Stevens Fishery Conservation and Management Act.  The marking of 
fishing gear is also valuable in actions concerning damage, loss, and civil proceedings.  The 
requirements imposed in the Southeast Region follow: coral aquacultured live rock; golden crab 
traps; reef fish traps and floats; Spanish mackerel gillnet floats; spiny lobster traps; snapper-
grouper pots (traps); and stone crab traps. 
 
2.  Explain how, by whom, how frequently, and for what purpose the information will be 
used.  If the information collected will be disseminated to the public or used to support 
information that will be disseminated to the public, then explain how the collection 
complies with all applicable Information Quality Guidelines.
 
Regulations at 50 CFR 622.6(b) and 640.6 require that each fish or spiny lobster trap or pot be 
marked with a tag or the vessel permit number, depending on the fishery, and have a buoy 
attached that meets specified identification requirements.  Gillnets for Spanish mackerel on the 
east coast of Florida must be marked with floats.  The marking of gear aids law enforcement, 
helps to ensure that vessels only harvest fish from their own gear, and makes it easier for 
fishermen to report the use of gear in unauthorized locations.   
 
The regulations at 622.41 require that aquaculture site materials be distinguishable from the 
natural occurring substrate, depending on the area either through marking or other method.  The 
marking of aquacultured site materials aids determination of the origin of those materials and 
thereby helps ensure compliance with the regulations.  
 
Law enforcement personnel rely on this information to assure compliance with fisheries 
management regulations.  Gear that is not properly identified is confiscated.  The identifying 
number on fishing gear is used by the National Marine Fisheries Service, the U.S. Coast Guard, 
and other marine agencies in issuing violations, prosecutions, and other enforcement actions.  
Gear marking helps ensure that a vessel harvest fish only from its own traps/pots/other gear and 
that traps/pots/other gear are not illegally placed.  Gear violations are more readily prosecuted, 
and this allows for more cost-effective enforcement.  Cooperating fishermen also use the 
numbers to report placement or occurrence of gear in unauthorized areas.  Regulation compliant 
fishermen ultimately benefit as unauthorized and illegal fishing is deterred and more burdensome 
regulations are avoided. 
 
3.  Describe whether, and to what extent, the collection of information involves the use of 
automated, electronic, mechanical, or other technological techniques or other forms of 
information technology. 



 
The requirement that fishing gear be marked with an identifying number does not lend itself to 
technology. 
 
4.  Describe efforts to identify duplication. 
 
NMFS is aware of other fishery regulations, and there is no duplication. 
 
5.  If the collection of information involves small businesses or other small entities, describe 
the methods used to minimize burden.  
 
Nearly all vessels in the respective fisheries are categorized as small businesses.  The collection 
will not have a significant impact on small businesses, and no special modifications of the 
requirements were considered necessary to accommodate the needs of small businesses. 
 
6.  Describe the consequences to the Federal program or policy activities if the collection is 
not conducted or is conducted less frequently.  
 
The NMFS and U.S. Coast Guard could not enforce the fisheries management measures if the 
collection is not conducted or is conducted less frequently. 
 
7.  Explain any special circumstances that require the collection to be conducted in a 
manner inconsistent with OMB guidelines.  
 
The collection is consistent with the OMB guidelines. 
 
8.  Provide a copy of the PRA Federal Register notice that solicited public comments on the 
information collection prior to this submission.  Summarize the public comments received 
in response to that notice and describe the actions taken by the agency in response to those 
comments.  Describe the efforts to consult with persons outside the agency to obtain their 
views on the availability of data, frequency of collection, the clarity of instructions and 
recordkeeping, disclosure, or reporting format (if any), and on the data elements to be 
recorded, disclosed, or reported. 
 
A Federal Register Notice (copy attached) solicited public comments.  None were received.  
Public comment was also solicited during the regulatory process.  
 
9.  Explain any decisions to provide payments or gifts to respondents, other than 
remuneration of contractors or grantees. 
 
No payments or gifts are made. 
 
10.  Describe any assurance of confidentiality provided to respondents and the basis for 
assurance in statute, regulation, or agency policy. 
 
There is no assurance of confidentiality provided.  This is public information. 
 



11.  Provide additional justification for any questions of a sensitive nature, such as sexual 
behavior and attitudes, religious beliefs, and other matters that are commonly considered 
private. 
 
There are no sensitive questions. 
 
12.  Provide an estimate in hours of the burden of the collection of information. 
 
The burden hours remain unchanged from the previous 0648-0359 revision.  Each of the 
estimated 10,700 traps will require 7 minutes to mark.  It will take 10 seconds to mark each of 
100,000 coral rocks and it will take 20 minutes to mark each of the estimated 2,000 (200 lines 
with 10 floats each) Spanish mackerel gillnet floats. 
 
The number of respondents is estimated to equal 1,000, and the total burden for this request is 
2,192 hours. 
 

Marking Time Per Marking Burden Hours 

10,700 traps 7 minutes (.1176 hrs) per trap 1,248 hours 

100,000 coral rocks 10 seconds per rock 277.8 hours 

2,000 gillnet floats 20 minutes (.33 hrs) per float 666.67 

TOTALS: 112,700 markings  2,192 hours 

 

13.  Provide an estimate of the total annual cost burden to the respondents or record-
keepers resulting from the collection (excluding the value of the burden hours in #12 
above). 
 
The annual cost burden is changed from previous 0648-0359 extensions due to an increase in the 
cost of fish trap tags from $1.10 to $1.30.  The estimated annual cost to the public is $17,410.00.  
This is based on 10,700 fish trap tags at $1.30 each; $500.00 for coral tags; and $1.50 for each of 
the 2,000 Spanish mackerel gillnet floats. 
 
14.  Provide estimates of annualized cost to the Federal government. 
 
There is no cost to the government. 
15.  Explain the reasons for any program changes or adjustments reported in Items 13 or 
14 of the OMB 83-I. 
 
A cost adjustment is reported in Item 14 due to an increase in the cost of fish trap tags. 
 
16.  For collections whose results will be published, outline the plans for tabulation and 
publication. 
 



No results are published. 
 
17.  If seeking approval to not display the expiration date for OMB approval of the 
information collection, explain the reasons why display would be inappropriate. 
 
N/A. 
 
18.  Explain each exception to the certification statement identified in Item 19 of the  
OMB 83-I. 
 
There are no exceptions. 
 
 
B.  COLLECTIONS OF INFORMATION EMPLOYING STATISTICAL METHODS 
 
This collection does not employ statistical methods. 
 



WAIS Document Retrieval[Code of Federal Regulations] 
[Title 50, Volume 3] 
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[Page 150-151] 
  
                    TITLE 50--WILDLIFE AND FISHERIES 
  
                         DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 
  
PART 622--FISHERIES OF THE CARIBBEAN, GULF, AND SOUTH ATLANTIC--Table of 
Contents 
  
                      Subpart A--General Provisions 
  
Sec. 622.6  Vessel and gear identification. 
 
    (a) Vessel identification--(1) Applicability--(i) Official number. A  
vessel for which a permit has been issued under Sec. 622.4, and a vessel  
that fishes for or possesses shrimp in the Gulf EEZ, must display its  
official number-- 
    (A) On the port and starboard sides of the deckhouse or hull and,  
for vessels over 25 ft (7.6 m) long, on an appropriate weather deck, so  
as to be clearly visible from an enforcement vessel or aircraft. 
    (B) In block arabic numerals permanently affixed to or painted on  
the vessel in contrasting color to the background. 
    (C) At least 18 inches (45.7 cm) in height for vessels over 65 ft  
(19.8 m) long; at least 10 inches (25.4 cm) in height for vessels over  
25 ft (7.6 m) long; and at least 3 inches (7.6 cm) in height for vessels  
25 ft (7.6 m) long or less. 
    (ii) Official number and color code. The following vessels must  
display their official number as specified in paragraph (a)(1)(i) of  
this section and, in addition, must display their assigned color code: A  
vessel for which a fish trap endorsement has been issued, as required  
under Sec. 622.4(a)(2)(i); a vessel for which a permit has been issued  
to fish with a sea bass pot, as required under Sec. 622.4(a)(2)(vi); a  
vessel in the commercial Caribbean reef fish fishery fishing with traps;  
and a vessel in the Caribbean spiny lobster fishery. Color codes  
required for the Caribbean reef fish fishery and Caribbean spiny lobster  
fishery are assigned by Puerto Rico or the U.S. Virgin Islands,  
whichever is applicable; color codes required in all other fisheries are  
assigned by the RA. The color code must be displayed-- 
    (A) On the port and starboard sides of the deckhouse or hull and,  
for vessels over 25 ft (7.6 m) long, on an appropriate weather deck, so  
as to be clearly visible from an enforcement vessel or aircraft. 
    (B) In the form of a circle permanently affixed to or painted on the  
vessel. 
    (C) At least 18 inches (45.7 cm) in diameter for vessels over 65 ft  
(19.8 m) long; at least 10 inches (25.4 cm) in diameter for vessels over  
25 ft (7.6 m) long; and at least 3 inches (7.6 cm) in diameter for  
vessels 25 ft (7.6 m) long or less. 
    (2) Duties of operator. The operator of a vessel specified in  
paragraph (a)(1) of this section must keep the official number and the  
color code, if applicable, clearly legible and in good repair and must  
ensure that no part of the fishing vessel, its rigging, fishing gear, or  



any other material on board obstructs the view of the official number or  
the color code, if applicable, from an enforcement vessel or aircraft. 
    (b) Gear identification--(1) Traps/pots and associated buoys--(i)  
Traps or pots--(A) Caribbean EEZ. A fish trap or spiny lobster trap used  
or possessed in the Caribbean EEZ must display the official number  
specified for the vessel by Puerto Rico or the U.S. Virgin Islands so as  
to be easily identified. 
    (B) Gulf and South Atlantic EEZ. A fish trap used or possessed in  
the Gulf EEZ and a sea bass pot used or possessed in the South Atlantic  
EEZ between 35 deg.15.3' N. lat. (due east of Cape Hatteras Light, NC)  
and 28 deg.35.1' N. lat. (due east of the NASA Vehicle Assembly  
Building, Cape Canaveral, FL), or a fish trap or sea bass pot on board a  
vessel with a commercial permit for Gulf reef fish or South Atlantic  
snapper-grouper, must have a valid identification tag issued by the RA  
attached. A golden crab trap used or possessed in the South Atlantic EEZ  
or on board a vessel with a commercial permit for golden crab must have  
the commercial vessel permit number permanently affixed so as to be  
easily distinguished, 
 
[[Page 151]] 
 
located, and identified; an identification tag issued by the RA may be  
used for this purpose but is not required. 
    (ii) Associated buoys. A buoy that is attached to a trap or pot must  
display the official number and assigned color code so as to be easily  
distinguished, located, and identified as follows: 
    (A) Caribbean EEZ. Each buoy must display the official number and  
color code assigned to the vessel by Puerto Rico or the U.S. Virgin  
Islands, whichever is applicable. 
    (B) Gulf and South Atlantic EEZ. Each buoy must display the official  
number and color code assigned by the RA. In the Gulf EEZ, a buoy must  
be attached to each trap, or each end trap if traps are connected by a  
line. In the South Atlantic EEZ, buoys are not required to be used, but,  
if used, each buoy must display the official number and color code.  
However, no color code is required on a buoy attached to a golden crab  
trap. 
    (iii) Presumption of ownership. A Caribbean spiny lobster trap, a  
fish trap, a golden crab trap, or a sea bass pot in the EEZ will be  
presumed to be the property of the most recently documented owner. This  
presumption will not apply with respect to such traps and pots that are  
lost or sold if the owner reports the loss or sale within 15 days to the  
RA. 
    (iv) Unmarked traps, pots, or buoys. An unmarked Caribbean spiny  
lobster trap, a fish trap, a golden crab trap, a sea bass pot, or a buoy  
deployed in the EEZ where such trap, pot, or buoy is required to be  
marked is illegal and may be disposed of in any appropriate manner by  
the Assistant Administrator or an authorized officer. 
    (2) Gillnet buoys. On board a vessel with a valid Spanish mackerel  
permit that is fishing for Spanish mackerel in, or that possesses  
Spanish mackerel in or from, the South Atlantic EEZ off Florida north of  
25 deg.20.4' N. lat., which is a line directly east from the Miami-Dade/ 
Monroe County, FL, boundary, the float line of each gillnet possessed,  
including any net in use, must have a maximum of nine distinctive  
floats, i.e., different from the usual net buoys, spaced uniformly at a  
distance of 100 yd (91.4 m) or less. Each such distinctive float must  
display the official number of the vessel. 
 



[61 FR 34934, July 3, 1996, as amended at 61 FR 43957, Aug. 27, 1996; 63  
FR 10567, Mar. 4, 1998; 63 FR 57590, Oct. 28, 1998; 64 FR 59126, Nov. 2,  
1999; 65 FR 52957, Aug. 31, 2000] 
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                    TITLE 50--WILDLIFE AND FISHERIES 
  
                         DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 
  
PART 640--SPINY LOBSTER FISHERY OF THE GULF OF MEXICO AND SOUTH ATLANTIC--Table 
of Contents 
  
                      Subpart A--General Provisions 
  
Sec. 640.6  Vessel and gear identification. 
 
    (a) EEZ off Florida. (1) An owner or operator of a vessel that is  
used to harvest spiny lobsters by traps in the EEZ off Florida must  
comply with the vessel and gear identification requirements applicable  
to the harvesting of spiny lobsters by traps in Florida's waters in  
sections 370.14(2)(a) and (3) and 370.142(2)(b), Florida Statutes, in  
effect as of July 1, 1994, and in Rule 46-24.006(3), (4), and (5),  
Florida Administrative Code, in effect as of June 1, 1994. 
    (2) An owner or operator of a vessel that is used to harvest spiny  
lobsters by diving in the EEZ off Florida must comply with the vessel  
identification 
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requirements applicable to the harvesting of spiny lobsters by diving in  
Florida's waters in Rule 46-24.006(6), Florida Administrative Code, in  
effect as of June 1, 1994. 
    (3) The incorporation by reference in paragraphs (a)(1) and (a)(2)  
of this section of sections 370.14(2)(a) and (3) and 370.142(2)(b),  
Florida Statutes, and Rule 46-24.006(3), (4), (5), and (6), Florida  
Administrative Code, was approved by the Director of the Office of the  
Federal Register in accordance with 5 U.S.C. 552(a) and 1 CFR part 51.  
Copies may be obtained from the Florida Marine Fisheries Commission,  
2540 Executive Center Circle West, Suite 106, Tallahassee, FL 32301;  
telephone: 904-487-0554. Copies may be inspected at the Office of the  
Regional Director; the Office of Fisheries Conservation and Management,  
NMFS, 1315 East-West Highway, Silver Spring, MD; or the Office of the  
Federal Register, 800 North Capitol Street NW, Suite 700, Washington,  
DC. 
    (b) EEZ other than off Florida. (1) The owner or operator of a  
vessel that is used to harvest spiny lobsters in the EEZ other than off  
Florida, must meet the following vessel and gear identification  
requirements: 
    (i) The vessel's Florida crawfish license or trap number or, if not  
licensed by Florida, the vessel's Federal vessel permit number must be  
permanently and conspicuously displayed horizontally on the uppermost  
structural portion of the vessel in numbers at least 10 inches (25.4 cm)  
high so as to be readily identifiable from the air and water; 
    (ii) If the vessel uses spiny lobster traps in the EEZ, other than  



off Florida-- 
    (A) The vessel's color code, as assigned by Florida or, if a color  
code has not been assigned by Florida, as assigned by the Regional  
Director, must be permanently and conspicuously displayed above the  
number specified in paragraph (b)(1)(i) of this section so as to be  
readily identifiable from the air and water, such color code being in  
the form of a circle at least 20 inches (50.8 cm) in diameter on a  
background of colors contrasting to those contained in the assigned  
color code; 
    (B) A buoy or timed-release buoy of such strength and buoyancy to  
float must be attached to each spiny lobster trap or at each end of a  
string of traps; 
    (C) A buoy used to mark spiny lobster traps must bear the vessel's  
assigned color code and be of such color, hue, and brilliancy as to be  
easily distinguished, seen, and located; 
    (D) A buoy used to mark spiny lobster traps must bear the vessel's  
Florida crawfish license or trap number or, if not licensed by Florida,  
the vessel's Federal vessel permit number in numbers at least 2 inches  
(5.08 cm) high; and 
    (E) A spiny lobster trap must bear the vessel's Florida crawfish  
license or trap number or, if not licensed by Florida, the vessel's  
Federal vessel permit number permanently and legibly affixed. 
    (2) A spiny lobster trap in the EEZ, other than off Florida, will be  
presumed to be the property of the most recently documented owner. Upon  
the sale or transfer of a spiny lobster trap used in the EEZ, other than  
off Florida, within 5 days of acquiring ownership, the person acquiring  
ownership must notify the Florida Division of Law Enforcement of the  
Department of Environmental Protection, for a trap that bears a Florida  
crawfish license or trap number, or the Regional Director, for a trap  
that bears a Federal vessel permit number, as to the number of traps  
purchased, the vendor, and the crawfish license or trap number, or  
Federal vessel permit number, currently displayed on the traps, and must  
request issuance of a crawfish license or trap number, or Federal vessel  
permit, if the acquiring owner does not possess such license or trap  
number or permit. 
    (c) Unmarked traps and buoys. An unmarked spiny lobster trap or buoy  
in the EEZ is illegal gear. Such trap or buoy, and any connecting lines,  
will be considered unclaimed or abandoned property and may be disposed  
of in any manner considered appropriate by the Assistant Administrator  
or an authorized officer. An owner of such trap or buoy remains subject  
to appropriate civil penalties. 
 
[57 FR 56519, Nov. 30, 1992, as amended at 59 FR 53119, Oct. 21, 1994;  
60 FR 41830, Aug. 14, 1995] 
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better understand the existing 
protections for marine resources within 
marine protected areas in the United 
States. This information would also 
support activities on marine protected 
areas by state and local governments, 
tribes, and other interested parties. The 
survey contains directed questions 
regarding the location, management and 
enforcement authorities, types of 
protections and restrictions, and the 
length of time those protections or 
restrictions are in place for each marine 
protected area. Basic information about 
the resources and activities at the sites 
will also be collected. It is expected that 
site managers from each marine 
protected area will fill out the survey. 
The collected information will be 
housed in a searchable database that 
will be made available to the public via 
the marine protected area website at 
mpa.gov. The survey has been in use for 
the last three years and this notice 
proposes to extend the data collection 
time period.

II. Method of Collection

The information will be collected 
using a dataform, available on a 
password protected website. This allows 
users to enter data at their own pace. 
The survey contains extensive 
embedded help and glossary files, as 
well as required Paperwork Reduction 
Act information.

III. Data

OMB Number: 0648–0449.
Form Number: None.
Type of Review: Regular submission.
Affected Public: State, local, or tribal 

government.
Estimated Number of Respondents: 

1,000.
Estimated Time Per Response: 5 

hours.
Estimated Total Annual Burden 

Hours: 5,000.
Estimated Total Annual Cost to 

Public: $0.

IV. Request for Comments

Comments are invited on: (a) whether 
the proposed collection of information 
is necessary for the proper performance 
of the functions of the agency, including 
whether the information shall have 
practical utility; (b) the accuracy of the 
agency’s estimate of the burden 
(including hours and cost) of the 
proposed collection of information; (c) 
ways to enhance the quality, utility, and 
clarity of the information to be 
collected; and (d) ways to minimize the 
burden of the collection of information 
on respondents, including through the 
use of automated collection techniques 

or other forms of information 
technology.

Comments submitted in response to 
this notice will be summarized and/or 
included in the request for OMB 
approval of this information collection; 
they also will become a matter of public 
record.

Dated: January 7, 2005.
Gwellnar Banks,
Management Analyst, Office of the Chief 
Information Officer.
[FR Doc. 05–841 Filed 1–13–05; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 3510–08–S

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

National Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration

[I.D. 011005F]

Proposed Information Collection; 
Comment Request; Gear-Marking 
Requirements in Antarctic Waters

AGENCY: National Oceanic and 
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA).
ACTION: Notice.

SUMMARY: The Department of 
Commerce, as part of its continuing 
effort to reduce paperwork and 
respondent burden, invites the general 
public and other Federal agencies to 
take this opportunity to comment on 
proposed and/or continuing information 
collections, as required by the 
Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995, 
Public Law 104–13 (44 U.S.C. 
3506(c)(2)(A)).

DATES: Written comments must be 
submitted on or before March 15, 2005.
ADDRESSES: Direct all written comments 
to Diana Hynek, Departmental 
Paperwork Clearance Officer, 
Department of Commerce, Room 66625, 
14th and Constitution Avenue, NW, 
Washington, DC 20230 (or via Internet 
at dHynek@doc.gov).
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: 
Requests for additional information or 
copies of the information collection 
instrument(s) and instructions should 
be directed to Robin Tuttle, F/ST3, 
Room 12643, SSMC–3, 1315 East-West 
Highway, Silver Spring, MD 20910–
3282 (phone 301–713–2282, ext. 199).
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:

I. Abstract

U.S. vessels participating in Antarctic 
fisheries must mark their fishing gear 
with the vessel’s official identification 
number, Federal permit or tag number, 
or another approved form of 
identification. The information on the 

gear is used for enforcement of fishery 
regulations.

II. Method of Collection

Identification information is 
displayed on fishing gear. No 
information is collected.

III. Data

OMB Number: 0648–0367.
Form Number: None.
Type of Review: Regular submission.
Affected Public: Business or other for-

profit organizations, and individuals 
and households.

Estimated Number of Respondents: 3.
Estimated Time Per Response: 5 

minutes to mark buoys or floats; 2 
minutes to mark traps, pots, or trawl 
gear.

Estimated Total Annual Burden 
Hours: 30.

Estimated Total Annual Cost to 
Public: $900.

IV. Request for Comments

Comments are invited on: (a) whether 
the proposed collection of information 
is necessary for the proper performance 
of the functions of the agency, including 
whether the information shall have 
practical utility; (b) the accuracy of the 
agency’s estimate of the burden 
(including hours and cost) of the 
proposed collection of information; (c) 
ways to enhance the quality, utility, and 
clarity of the information to be 
collected; and (d) ways to minimize the 
burden of the collection of information 
on respondents, including through the 
use of automated collection techniques 
or other forms of information 
technology.

Comments submitted in response to 
this notice will be summarized and/or 
included in the request for OMB 
approval of this information collection; 
they also will become a matter of public 
record.

Dated: January 7, 2005.
Gwellnar Banks,
Management Analyst, Office of Chief 
Information Officer.
[FR Doc. 05–842 Filed 1–13–05; 8:45 am]
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ACTION: Notice.

SUMMARY: The Department of 
Commerce, as part of its continuing 
effort to reduce paperwork and 
respondent burden, invites the general 
public and other Federal agencies to 
take this opportunity to comment on 
proposed and/or continuing information 
collections, as required by the 
Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995, 
Public Law 104–13 (44 U.S.C. 
3506(c)(2)(A)).

DATES: Written comments must be 
submitted on or before March 15, 2005.
ADDRESSES: Direct all written comments 
to Diana Hynek, Departmental 
Paperwork Clearance Officer, 
Department of Commerce, Room 6625, 
14th and Constitution Avenue, NW, 
Washington, DC 20230 (or via the 
Internet at dHynek@doc.gov).
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: 
Requests for additional information or 
copies of the information collection 
instrument and instructions should be 
directed to Robert Sadler, NMFS, 9721 
Executive Center Drive N., St. 
Petersburg, FL 33702 (phone 727–570–
5760).
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:

I. Abstract

The regulations at 50 CFR 622.6(b) 
and 640.6 require that each fish or spiny 
lobster trap or pot be marked with a tag 
or the vessel permit number, depending 
on the fishery, and have a buoy attached 
that meets specified identification 
requirements. The marking of gear aids 
law enforcement, helps to ensure that 
vessels only harvest fish from their own 
gear, and makes it easier for fishermen 
to report the use of gear in unauthorized 
locations.

The regulations at 50 CFR 622.41 
require that aquaculture site materials 
be distinguishable from the natural 
occurring substrate, depending on the 
area either through marking or other 
method. The marking of aquacultured 
site materials aids determination of the 
origin of those materials and, thereby, 
helps ensure compliance with the 
regulations.

II. Method of Collection

Public disclosure via marking the 
fishing gear. No information is 
collected.

III. Data

OMB Number: 0648–0359.
Form Number: None.
Type of Review: Regular submission.
Affected Public: Business or other for-

profit organizations, and individuals or 
households.

Estimated Number of Respondents: 
1,000.

Estimated Time Per Response: 20 
minutes for marking of a Spanish 
mackerel gillnet float; 7 minutes to tag 
a trap; and 10 seconds to mark or tag an 
aquacultured live rock.

Estimated Total Annual Burden 
Hours: 2,192.

Estimated Total Annual Cost to 
Public: $15,200.

IV. Request for Comments
Comments are invited on: (a) Whether 

the proposed collection of information 
is necessary for the proper performance 
of the functions of the agency, including 
whether the information shall have 
practical utility; (b) the accuracy of the 
agency’s estimate of the burden 
(including hours and cost) of the 
proposed collection of information; (c) 
ways to enhance the quality, utility, and 
clarity of the information to be 
collected; and (d) ways to minimize the 
burden of the collection of information 
on respondents, including through the 
use of automated collection techniques 
or other forms of information 
technology.

Comments submitted in response to 
this notice will be summarized and/or 
included in the request for OMB 
approval of this information collection; 
they also will become a matter of public 
record.

Dated: January 7, 2005.
Gwellnar Banks,
Management Analyst, Office of the Chief 
Information Officer.
[FR Doc. 05–843 Filed 1–13–05; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 3510–22–S
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AGENCY: National Oceanic and 
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA).
ACTION: Notice.

SUMMARY: The Department of 
Commerce, as part of its continuing 
effort to reduce paperwork and 
respondent burden, invites the general 
public and other Federal agencies to 
take this opportunity to comment on 
proposed and/or continuing information 
collections, as required by the 
Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995.
DATES: Written comments must be 
submitted on or before March 15, 2005.

ADDRESSES: Direct all written comments 
to Diana Hynek, Departmental 
Paperwork Clearance Officer, 
Department of Commerce, Room 6625, 
14th and Constitution Avenue, NW, 
Washington, DC 20230 (or via the 
Internet at DHynek@doc.gov).
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: 
Requests for additional information or 
copies of the information collection 
instrument and instructions should be 
directed to Bob Dickinson, F/SF4, Room 
13304, 1315 East-West Highway, Silver 
Spring, MD 20910–3282 (phone 301–
713–2276, ext. 154).
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:

I. Abstract
The regulations at 50 CFR part 

600.503 require that foreign fishing 
vessels display the vessel’s international 
radio call sign on the port and starboard 
sides of the deckhouse or hull, and on 
a weatherdeck. The numbers must be of 
a specific size. The display of the 
identifying number aids in fishery law 
enforcement and allows other fishermen 
to report suspicious activity.

II. Method of Collection
No information is collected.

III. Data
OMB Number: 0648–0356.
Form Number: None.
Type of Review: Regular submission.
Affected Public: Business or other for-

profit organizations.
Estimated Number of Respondents: 5.
Estimated Time Per Response: 45 

minutes (15 minutes for each of three 
markings).

Estimated Total Annual Burden 
Hours: 3.75.

Estimated Total Annual Cost to 
Public: $0.

IV. Request for Comments

Comments are invited on: (a) whether 
the proposed collection of information 
is necessary for the proper performance 
of the functions of the agency, including 
whether the information shall have 
practical utility; (b) the accuracy of the 
agency’s estimate of the burden 
(including hours and cost) of the 
proposed collection of information; (c) 
ways to enhance the quality, utility, and 
clarity of the information to be 
collected; and (d) ways to minimize the 
burden of the collection of information 
on respondents, including through the 
use of automated collection techniques 
or other forms of information 
technology.

Comments submitted in response to 
this notice will be summarized and/or 
included in the request for OMB 
approval of this information collection; 
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