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Send comments to Susan G. Queen,
Ph.D., HRSA Reports Clearance Officer,
Room 14–33, Parklawn Building, 5600
Fishers Lane, Rockville, MD 208357.
Written comments should be received
within 60 days of this notice.

Dated: February 23, 1999.
Jane Harrison,
Director, Division of Policy Review and
Coordination.
[FR Doc. 99–4950 Filed 2–26–99; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 4160–15–P

DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH AND
HUMAN SERVICES

Health Resources And Services
Administration

Agency Information Collection
Activities: Proposed Collection:
Comment Request

In compliance with the requirement
for opportunity for public comment on
proposed data collection projects
(section 3506(c)(2)(A) of Title 44, United
States Code, as amended by the
Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995, Pub.
L. 104–13), the Health Resources and
Services Administration (HRSA)
publishes periodic summaries of

proposed projects being developed for
submission to OMB under the
Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995. To
request more information on the
proposed project or to obtain a copy of
the data collection plans and draft
instruments, call the HRSA Reports
Clearance Officer on (301) 443–1891.

Comments are Invited on
(a) Whether the proposed collection of

information is necessary for the proper
performance of the functions of the
agency, including whether the
information shall have practical utility;
(b) the accuracy of the agency’s estimate
of the burden of the proposed collection
of information; (c) ways to enhance the
quality, utility, and clarity of the
information to be collected; and (d)
ways to minimize the burden of the
collection of information on
respondents, including through the use
of automated collection techniques or
other forms of information technology.

Proposed Project: Health Status,
Behaviors, and Health Service
Perceptions of Non-College Educated
and College Educated African
American Women—New

The Office of Minority and Women’s
Health (OMWH) in the Bureau of

Primary Health Care (BPHC), Health
Resources and Services Administration
(HRSA) awarded funding for a pilot
study which will develop information
about the design of a sample appropriate
to determine the health status,
behaviors, and health service
perceptions of African American
women who are: (1) college educated,
and (2) low income, non-college
educated. The pilot study will be used
to evaluate the interview instrument
and to discover the practical issues and
feasibility of sampling low income
African American women from the
databases of community health centers
in three test locations. The goal is to
assess the instrument, the sample
sources, the procedures, and the
response rates and to determine the
extent to which data can be collected in
a systematic and comprehensive
manner. The pilot study is the first step
in a much larger nationwide effort to
build a significant data set containing
detailed information on health status,
health indicators, and health behaviors
of African American women.

The burden estimate for the pilot
study is as follows:

Respondent Number of re-
spondents

Responses
per respond-

ent

Total re-
sponses

Hours per re-
sponse (min-

utes)

Total hour bur-
den

College Educated ................................................................. 60 1 60 40 40
Non-College Educated ......................................................... 180 1 180 40 120

Total .............................................................................. 240 ........................ 240 ........................ 160

Send comments to Susan G. Queen,
Ph.D., HRSA Reports Clearance Officer,
Room 14–33, Parklawn Building, 5600
Fishers Lane, Rockville, MD 20857.
Written comments should be received
within 60 days of this notice.

Dated: February 23, 1999.
Jane Harrison,
Director, Division of Policy Review and
Coordination.
[FR Doc. 99–4951 Filed 2–26–99; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 4160–15–P

DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH AND
HUMAN SERVICES

Health Resources and Services
Administration

National Practitioner Data Bank
Announcement of Self-Query Fee

The Health Resources and Services
Administration (HRSA), Department of
Health and Human Services (DHHS), is

announcing a ten dollar fee for health
care practitioners who request
information about themselves (self-
queries) from the National Practitioner
Data Bank (NPDB).

The current fee structure for requests
for information (queries) by authorized
entities was announced in the Federal
Register on January 29, 1998 (63 FR
4460).

In accordance with the Final Rule
published elsewhere in this issue, the
Department now is exercising its
authority to impose a fee for self-
queries.

The NPDB is authorized by the Health
Care Quality Improvement Act of 1986
(the Act), title IV of Public Law 99–660,
as amended (42 U.S.C. 11101 et seq.).
Section 427(b)(4) of the Act authorizes
the establishment of fees for the costs of
processing requests for disclosure and
for providing such information.

Final regulations at 45 CFR part 60 set
forth the criteria and procedures for
information to be reported to and

disclosed by the NPDB. Section 60.3 of
these regulations defines the terms used
in this announcement.

In determining any changes in the
amount of the user fee, the Department
uses the criteria set forth in § 60.12(b) of
the regulations, as well as allowable
costs pursuant to the DHHS
Appropriations Act of 1999, Pub. L.
105–277, enacted October 19, 1998. This
Act requires that the Department
recover the full costs of operating the
NPDB through user fees. Paragraph (b)
of the regulations states:

The amount of each fee will be determined
based on the following criteria:

(1) Use of electronic data processing
equipment to obtain information—the actual
cost for the service, including computer
search time, runs, printouts, and time of
computer programmers and operators, or
other employees,

(2) Photocopying or other forms of
reproduction, such as magnetic tapes—actual
cost of the operator’s time, plus the cost of
the machine time and the materials used,

(3) Postage—actual cost, and
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(4) Sending information by special
methods requested by the applicant, such as
express mail or electronic transfer—the
actual cost of the special service.

Based on analysis of the costs of
processing self-queries, the Department
is establishing a ten dollar fee per self-
query. In contrast to queries submitted
by authorized entities (which are
submitted electronically), the NPDB

incurs substantial labor costs for manual
data input, sorting, and responding to
calls for Helpline assistance in order to
process self-queries. Additionally, the
NPDB incurs substantial postage and
packaging costs for mailing self-query
results to practitioners.

In order to minimize the fee, the
Department will accept payment for
self-queries only by credit card. The

NPDB accepts Visa, MasterCard, and
Discover. This fee is effective March 31,
1999. All other user fees remain the
same. For examples, see the table below.

The Department will continue to
review the user fee periodically, and
will revise it as necessary. Any changes
in the fee and their effective date will
be announced in the Federal Register.

Query method Fee per name in query, by method of payment Examples

Electronic query (Telecommunications network)
with electronic payment.

$4.00 (if paid electronically via credit card or other
electronic means and respose received elec-
tronically).

10 names in query. 10x$4=$40.00.

Electronic query (Telecommunications network)
with non-electronic payment.

$8.00 (if not paid via credit card or other elec-
tronic means) ($4.00 fee plus $4.00 surcharge).

10 names in query. 10x$8=$80.00.

Self-query ................................................................. $10.00 (must be paid via credit card) .................... 1 self-query=$10.00.

Dated: December 11, 1998.
Claude Earl Fox,
Administrator.
[FR Doc. 99–4872 Filed 2–26–99; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 4160–15–P

DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH AND
HUMAN SERVICES

National Institutes of Health

National Heart, Lung, and Blood
Institute; Notice of Closed Meetings

Pursuant to section 10(d) of the
Federal Advisory Committee Act, as
amended (5 U.S.C. Appendix 2), notice
is hereby given of the following
meetings.

The meetings will be closed to the
public in accordance with the
provisions set forth in sections
552b(c)(4) and 552b(c)(6), Title 5 U.S.C.,
as amended. The grant applications and
the discussions could disclose
confidential trade secrets or commercial
property such as patentable material,
and personal information concerning
individual associated with the grant
applications, the disclosure of which
would constitute a clearly unwarranted
invasion of personal privacy.

Name of Committee: National Heart, Lung,
and Blood Institute Special Emphasis Panel
Transgenic Mice Expressing CRE-
Recombinase in Specific Renal Tubule
Segments.

Date: February 24, 1999.
Time: 10:00 am to 11:00 am.
Agenda: To review and evaluate contract

proposals.
Place: Rockledge II, Bethesda, MD 20892.

(Telephone Conference Call).
Contact Person: Ivan C. Baines, Phd.

Scientific Review Administrator, NIH,
NHBLI, DEA, Review Branch, Rockledge II,
6701 Rockledge Drive, Suite 7184, Bethesda,
MD 20892–7922, 301/435–0277.

This notice is being published less than 15
days prior to the meeting due to the timing
limitations imposed by the review and
funding cycle.

Name of Committee: National Heart, Lung,
and Blood Institute Special Emphasis Panel
SBIR Contract Proposals (NIHLBI SBIR RFP
HL–98–026).

Date: February 25, 1999.
Time: 9:00 am to 9:30 am.
Agenda: To review and evaluate contract

proposals.
Place: NIH–Rockledge II Bethesda, MD

20892. (Telephone Conference Call).
Contact Person: Ivan C. Baines, PHD

Scientific Review Administrator, NIH,
NHBLI, DEA, Review Branch, Rockledge II,
6701 Rockledge Drive, Suite 7184, Bethesda,
MD 20892–7922, 301/435–0277.

This notice is being published less than 15
days prior to the meeting due to the timing
limitations imposed by the review and
funding cycle.
(Catalogue of Federal Domestic Assistance
Program Nos. 93.233, National Center for
Sleep Disorders Research; 93.837, Heart and
Vascular Diseases Research; 93.838, Lung
Diseases Research; 93.839, Blood Diseases
and Resources Research, National Institutes
of Health, HHS)

Dated: February 23, 1999.
LaVerne Y. Stringfield,
Committee Management Officer, NIH.
[FR Doc. 99–4929 Filed 2–26–99; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 4140–01–M

DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH AND
HUMAN SERVICES

National Institutes of Health

National Institute of Mental Health;
Notice of Closed Meetings

Pursuant to section 10(d) of the
Federal Advisory Committee Act, as
amended (5 U.S.C. Appendix 2), notice
is hereby given of the following
meetings.

The meetings will be closed to the
public in accordance with the
provisions set forth in sections
552b(c)(4) and 552b(c)(6), Title 5 U.S.C.,
as amended. The grant applications and
the discussions could disclose
confidential trade secrets or commercial
property such as patentable material,
and personal information concerning
individuals associated with the grant
applications, the disclosure of which
would constitute a clearly unwarranted
invasion of personal privacy.

Name of Committee: National Institute of
Mental Health Special Emphasis Panel.

Date: February 24, 1999.
Time: 10 am to 12 pm.
Agenda: To review and evaluate grant

applications.
Place: Parklawn Building—Room 9C–26,

5600 Fishers Lane, Rockville, MD 20857,
(Telephone Conference Call).

Contact Person: Victoria S. Levin, MSW,
Scientific Review Administrator, Division of
Extramural Activities, National Institute of
Mental Health, NIH, Parklawn Building, 5600
Fishers Lane, Room 9C–26, Rockville, MD
20857, 301–443–6470.

This notice is being published less than 15
days prior to the meeting due to the timing
limitations imposed by the review and
funding cycle.

Name of Committee: National Institute of
Mental Health Special Emphasis Panel.

Date: February 25, 1999.
Time: 2:30 pm to 3:30 pm.
Agenda: to review and evaluate grant

applications.
Place: Parklawn Building—Room 9–105,

5600 Fishers Lane, Rockville, MD 20857,
(Telephone Conference Call).

Contact Person: Jean G. Noronha, PhD,
Scientific Review Administrator, Division of
Extramural Activities, National Institute of
Mental Health, NIH, Parklawn Building, 5600
Fishers Lane, Room 9C–26, Rockville, MD
20857, 301–443–6470.

This notice is being published less than 15
days prior to the meeting due to the timing
limitations imposed by the review and
funding cycle.
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