Required Sources of Supply
Cardholders are required to adhere to the requirements of FAR 8.001, which requires agencies to acquire supplies and services from designated sources if they are capable of providing them.  Cardholders must review the required sources of supply below prior to placing an order with a commercial vendor.  Cardholders should contact their acquisition office if they need assistance in determining whether their requirement can be satisfied by a required source of supply.
Supplies   
FAR 8.001requires agencies to acquire supplies from the following sources which are listed in descending order of priority.  This order of priority applies to all purchases, including those made via the Purchase Card.

          

1.  

Agency inventories (e.g., excess property)

          

2.  

Excess property from other agencies

3.

Federal Prison Industries, Inc. (UNICOR)

 




General website: http://www.unicor.gov/





Listing of Products: http://www.unicor.gov/online_store/index.htm
4. Committee for Purchase from the Persons Who are Blind or Severely Disabled (NIB/NISH/JWOD)








 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1General information: http://www.jwod.gov







Listing of Products: http://www.jwod.gov/jwod/p_and_s/p_and_s.htm
5.        Wholesale supply sources such as stock programs of GSA, the Defense Logistics Agency or the Department of Veterans Affairs





General Information on GSA stock program:








http://regions.fss.gsa.gov/r07/





NOTE:  All the promotional products and current prices in GSA’s Customer Supply Center program can be viewed and ordered on GSA Advantage at  SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1https://www.fss.gsa.gov/cgi-bin/advwel
6.        Mandatory Federal Supply Schedules (FSS)




Mandatory Schedules:  SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1 http://pub.fss.gsa.gov/schedules/sched-nm.cfm
NOTE:  GSA has converted most of its mandatory schedules to non-mandatory. Refer to website above for current listings.

7.        Optional use of Federal Supply Schedules






Listing of Schedules & Products:  http://pub.fss.gsa.gov/schedules/
 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1 




(click on Schedules E-Library, then Schedules List)

NOTE:  GSA operates an electronic ordering system, GSA ADVANTAGE  SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1https://www.fss.gsa.gov/cgi-bin/advwel, which simplifies the ordering from GSA sources and Federal Supply Schedules (5 through 7 above.)  While GSA Advantage does contain some items manufactured by UNICOR or NIB/NISH/JWOD, the GSA site reminds cardholders to check those two supply sources prior to placing an order on GSA Advantage.

Services
FAR 8.001 requires agencies to acquire services from the following sources which are listed in descending order of priority.  This order of priority applies to all purchases, including those made via the purchase card.

1. Services availabel from Committee for Purchase from the persons Who are Blind or Severely Disabled (NIB/NISH)








General information:  http://www.jwod.gov
Listing of Products: http://www.jwod.gov/jwod/p_and_s/p_and_s.htm
2. Mandatory Federal Supply Schedules




Mandatory Schedules:  SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1 http://pub.fss.gsa.gov/schedules/sched-nm.cfm
NOTE:  GSA has converted most of its mandatory schedules to non-mandatory. Refer to website above for current listings.

3.         Optional use Federal Supply Schedules



Listing of Schedules & Products:  http://pub.fss.gsa.gov/schedules/


(click on Schedules E-Library, then Schedules List)

NOTE: GSA operates an electronic ordering system, GSA ADVANTAGE ( SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1https://www.fss.gsa.gov/cgi-bin/advwel, which simplifies the ordering from GSA sources and Federal Supply Schedules (5 through 7 above.)  While GSA Advantage does contain some items manufactured by UNICOR or NIB/NISH/JWOD, the GSA site reminds cardholders to check those two supply sources prior to placing an order on GSA Advantage.




4.
       Federal Prison Industries, Inc. (UNICOR) (encouraged, but not required, per FAR      8.602(b)(2).)

