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Introduction

Neuroscientists depend heavily on information. They use and
produce vast amounts of protocols, cDNA sequences, brain
activity images, gene expression data, anatomical atlases,
disease descriptions, behavioral data, and many other types of
information. It isimportant for students to be trained in finding
and using thisinformation, and to realize that libraries can be a
gresat asset to their work. Broadly speaking, surveys of students
and professionals in avariety of health-related fields have found
alack of time and training for literature searching [1]. Skillsare
limited to the basics of one or two databases [2]. Unfortunately,
many faculty apparently don't appreciate the role libraries can
play [3], nor have many of them had training on using modern
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Informationists

Informatics

Many libraries now support bioinformatics researchers and are active in
medical informatics projects. By dint of their experience with databases
and information of al kinds, librarians are well suited to the informatics
fields, plus some libraries (e.g., Stanford, U. Wash.) employ
bioinformaticists without alibrary background. Libraries are involved in
analyzing microarray data, integrating information resources with
electronic medical records, providing information resources at the point of
need, offering training on using bioinformatics resources, text and data
mining, bibliometrics, and more.

Science knowledge + Library skills
o Informationists are specidized librarians trained in information resources
and services aswell asclinical/biological research. They bring information
skills to research teams by attending lab meetings, rounds, seminars,
answering questions at the point of need, and collaborating on research
projects from start to finish.

o The concept originated in an editoria in amedical journal [5]. This
described anew paradigm in which physicians would delegate their
information needs to the informationists, just as they submit pharmacy

— orders to pharmacists and x-ray ordersto radiologists.
— /UIIdlng or working wnh\ * Currently, informationists are visible in a growing number of clinical and

laboratory research settings around the country and are integrated members

NIH Library Informationists

The NIH Library has 14
informationists. This pie chart shows
the means they use to communicate
with patrons. Note that informationists
work alongside clients, rather than
expect them to come to the library.
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Information Management

People often see libraries as places merely to access published
literature, but libraries also assist with creating and distributing
information. Libraries provide...
o Training and support for bibliographic management software
(e.g., EndNote®, RefWorks, Reference Manager®, Zotero,

Quosa™, et al.), to keep track of your references and cite them

in the proper style for each journal.

o Advice on whereto publish, based on journals’ impact
factors and/or access policies.

o Physical or digital repositories of staff publications, data,
notes, presentations, and images. Many documents should be
kept for scientific, historical, or legal reasons.
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