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of the Dwight D. Eisenhower series, the memory of long hours, deadlines, delays, and the
occasional [rustration of the past three month's work literally melts away, And, in its place, is the
pleasant satisfaction—and blissful relief-of a completed project. It is my sincere wish that the work
I have done to relate the life of Dwight D, Eisenhower to others will influence them to consider
the direction and purpose of their own lives.

At the conclusion ol a project like this, it is time 0 remember and thank all those who
contributed along the way. First of all, thank vou to the Eisenhower Foundation, | never il 1o
wonder at my great fortune in being selected for this position. To have the opportunity 1o convey
the inspiring story of Dwight D. Eisenhower to new generations is an honor and a privilege that |

cherish,

As a former U.S, history and American government teacher, T am both awed and thrilled 1o
work, often on a daily basis, with the papers, photographs, and artifacts of a former President of
the United States and the much loved and admired hero of World War 11, Yet, without the
guidance, expertise, and collegiality of the stafl, directors, and volunteers of the Eisenhower
Library and Museum, projects like this would not happen. I have nothing but profound and
grateful appreciation for all the wonderful professionals I work with. Thank vou for vour
encouragement, friendship, and the generosity with which you contributed your time and CIETRY
o my project. | know your days are full enough already!

Another note of appreciation goes to the Annenberg Founcdation and the State of Kansas.
Because of their continued financial support, the Eisenhower Foundation was able wo develop
and produce *Duty, Honor, Country: 1911-1935." Printing and distributing nearly 5,000 parcels
of posters and curriculum packages is an ambitious endeavor that demands a substantial
investment of resources,

The study of the life of Dwight 1. Eisenhower has the power to instruet and inspire students
of every age. “Duty, Honor, Country: 1911-1935" spans nearly a quarter century of United States
history and Eisenhower’s life from age 20 o 45. Tn so many ways, these were the “yvears of
preparation,” and working through them would ready Eisenhower for his role in the monumental
events in his future. Yet at the time, he often felt stymied, experienced acute disappointments,
and occasionally questioned his cireer choice. On the other hand, the frustration of this period
wits halanced with unique challenges, lofty achievements, and professional satisGaction. Though
Eiscnhower often questioned when=and il=his time would come, he was resolved 1o do everything
in his power to be ready when it did.

Kim . Barbieri
Education Specialisi
The Eisenhower Foundation



CDI"ItEﬂtS

Teachers GRue ........cuaierersssmrernsssssssmssasmsnss rassasanns s ressss s sensesnsnsssanssnsnnniaasnnnssnnssasann 1ol
A Chronology: Fisenhower's Military CRreer ..o ssmsessssssssssrssssseeesssssssseses Sk
Evaluate & Prittary SOUNCE crssissrssssirersmsnssrermssssssnirinssssrimmsssssmsnsssssssms s sasassamansasssss 3
How Much Would It Cost Today? ..........cceeermmssrmrmsssssss msssssssrsssssssssss sssssssssassnses B
Transcontinental Molor ConYoy ..........ocveremrsssssssrssssssrssssssssssasssssssisssssssssesssassasssns 1)

LEArTIE ACHINITUEE o1iseasessssesssssnsissinsunsnsirmrmssnsnsamensansssamsasss s saa s ms s an e o8 s s B

T A P N YOS e e ee oo s sssesmmmes s saee mnrammmnmrrr s samme s rrres ammeeeerrsanmenes D] B

* Letter from Dwight D, Eisenhower, T e crrsssmenenes 1S
* West Point Football Program, 1912 ...iernse e rersssssssene. 14
* West Point Schedule of Activities, 1912 e ceeerrr e e rssasnssrrrrrss 10
* Photograph #67-119, West Point Honor Guand, circa 1914 ... eevevceescceeenns 16
.

General John W, Leonard Oral History, 1972 ........ccvcsssseennssesassnees. 17218

The Great War Years ... e ssssssmssssssssasssssssssessesnes 122
* Photograph #62-.307, Peacock Military Academy, 1915 . 28
* Photograph #65-859, Camp Wilson, Texas, 1916 ... 24
From a Soldier’s Letter to his Mother, T8 e vrvassssrnrnes S0
*Ohar Flag™ by Dwight D, Eisenhower, 1918 e vvsssncsninens 260
* Brigadicr General Thomas T, Handy Oral History, 1972 e, 27-28

The Watershetl YEars .....oveeeerissssssmassssssssssssmssssssssssss e sasssssssssssmmssnss sennes s ssnsssssnce SOH2
# Daily Log, The Transcontinental Motor Convoy, 1919 . 3534

* Photograph #81-17-14, The Transcontinental Mowor Convoy, 1919 .............. 35
* Memo to Adjutant General of the Army, 1922 s 36
= Photograph #68-143, Camp Gaillard, Panama, 19221924 ... 87
L ]

Caommand sand General Stall School, 1926 .. ccemesssseeeene 4

The Washington YEars .........cccvercrrrimsssesmmsssssssisssssssrsssssssssssssssesess ssssersssassasssess -2

* Dwight D. Eisenhower’s Diary, 1929 ... 3344
* Photograph #62-280, The Am. Batle Monuments Commuission, 1928 ... 45
* Photograph #71-1010-5, The Bonus Army, 1932 ... 46
* Brigadicr General Thomas J. Beus Oral History, 1975 . 4748
.

Letter [rom Charles C, Herrick, 1933 s s, 39
* Leter from Dwight D, Eisenhower, 1935 ....oocsnmssemmmsssisssssese 90

3 T SO ] (8 1.

Fory, Fowor, Covneray The EisenhoWer Fotndation © 2000



u;eacher’s Guide

INTRODUCTION:

The years between Dwight D. Eisenhower's boyhood in Abilene and World War 11 (1911 1o 1985) are less
well known, but every bit as fascinating as the more widely studied parts of his life. There is no doubt that
the: carly military period laid a solid foundation for Eisenhower's exemplary leadership in World War 11 and
the presidency. During these middle years, Eisenhower sometimes agonized that his career was going
nowhere, but research reveals a much different picture. From 1915 1o 1935, his career was propelled sieadily
upward through a combination of factors: his intense ambition, his considerable abilities, and the friendship
of a very special mentor, General Fox Conner. Too, that Eisenhower wltimately prevails is due in no small
part o his uncommon sense of resolve and ardent determination. Following the events of his life through
this period, we see him tested, wempered, and srengthened by what he perceives as career shorteomings and
disappointments. And, we agonize for him and Mamie when they must face the tragic death of their three-
year-old son,

“Duty. Honor, Country: 1911-1935" finds Eisenhower performing a wide variety of military duties and
serving in farflung locales, As a young man from a small, isolated wown in the Midwess, his world expanded
in ways he never imagined beginning with his years a1 West Point. While World War |1 raged on in Furope, he
was stationed in Texas, certain that he would be sent to serve on the Mexican border. When the United
States entered World War 1, he trained troops and experimented with anks, all the while eagerly anticipating
orders that would send him o Furope. His orders finally arrived, and, just as quickly, the war was over. Eigha
vears after the Panama Canal was opened, he was stationed there, and, afier distinguishing himsclf at
Lommand and General Sl School, he was called 1o Washington by General John J. *Black Jack” Pershing,
In the late 19205, he served a year in Paris, the most sophisticated and cultured city of the era, and traveled
the countryside of France. Upon his return to the United States, the stock market collapsed and the Great
Diepression seuled in. Eisenhower was assigned to the War Department in Washington, D.C. through the
first hall of the 1950s with a ringside scat to observe the personalities, politics, and policies of the time.

THE DWIGHT D, EISENHOWER SERIES:

Funding for this project was provided by the Annenberg Foundation and the State of Kansas. The
materials included are intended only as a starting point 1o learmn more about the fascinating life and times of
our 34th President, Dwight 1, Fisenhower. “Dreams of a Barefoot Boy: 18%0-19117 was the first in the scries
and focused on the boyhood years in Abilene, Kansas. “Dhuty, Honor, Country: 191 1-1985" is the second and
spans Eisenhower’s life from West Point until he departs for the Philippines with Douglas MacArthur in 1935,
Teachers and students alike will be fascinated, and possibly surprised, at just how closely the experiences of
Eisenhowers life parallel the major events of United States and world history during this era. The
Eisenhower Foundation is very interested o know about your teaching experiences using these materials.
Conact information is in the Resources seetion,

TEACHING WITH PRIMARY SOURCES:

The use of primary sources as an extraordinary method for lea rning history is gaining converts with each
year. For students, the inclusion of primary source materials in the curriculum is ofien their first opporiunity
tor discover that history really is a Fascinating subject! Experts insist that the introduction of primary sourece
materials into the curriculum should begin early, in the elementary grades. Letters, diaries, photographs,

Py, Womor, Covmerny ! The Eisenhower Foundation © 2000



oral histories, and aniifacis are powerful catalysts for igniting student curiosity about the past. At each step
along the way, they can’t help but begin to formulate the questions that propel them to search for answers
which, in wm, lead o even more questions. Students themselves begin 1o piece togeiher the pozle of
history, By actually *doing history,” they are drawn naturally into the process of inguiry, scarching,
ohservation, analysis, and interpretation. Primary sources have the power w transport us back in time, to
miake the people and events live again.

TEACHER PREPARATION:

1. Read as much as you can about the life of Dwight D. Eiscnbower and the period of American

history lrom the Progressive era through the Great Depression.

2, Ask your school librarian and lecal historical society to help you put together a collection of
resources for a “Leaming Center” for this unit. Include historical fiction, nonliction, reference
matcrials, videos, slides, a vertical file, computer programs, posters, maps, documents, and artifacts.
Take the time to become familiar with the materials and oy out the activities yoursell before using
the material with students. Consider introducing “Duty, Honoer, Country: 1911=1935" by sharing
vour own cxperiences and discoveries with the materials.

=

LEARNING OBJECTIVES:
L. ledentify and explain the influences on Dwight D, Eisenhower during the early military years.
2. Describe the most important challenges and opporunities Eisenhower faced from 1911-1935.
3. Compare your life today with life in the World War I period, the twentics, and the thirties.
4. Relate that “what is history™ is an ongoing, ever-changing process.

5. Appreciate the signilicance of primary sources in the study of history.

6. Demonsirate analytic and interpretative skills by using primary source materials w more [ully

understand a particalar period of hiswory.

NATIONAL STANDARDS FOR HISTORY:

“Duty, Honor, Country: 1911-1935" addresses many of the National Standards for History and is linked
o them. A copy may be abtained online at wwwdwightdeisenhower.com or by calling or writing the
Education Specialist for the Eisenhower Foundation, Ransas teachers may obtain a copy of the unit’s links 10
The Kanszas Curricular Standiards for History through the same process,

THE EISENHOWER FOUNDATION:

The Eisenhower Foundation is 2 501 (¢) 3 public foundation cstablished in 1946 w accept the Eisenhower
family home on the death of Mrs, Ida Eiscnhower. The Eisenhower Center, the family home and first
museum, was founded in 1952 by the Foundation prior to the establishment of the presidential library
system in 1934, The mission of the Eisenhower Foundation is to honor Dwight D. Eisenhower, perpetiate
his important legacy, encourage and support educational activities relating (o citizenship, and support the
non=federally funded operation of the Eisenhower Uenter

THE EISENHOWER CENTER:

The Dwight I, Eiscnhower Library, Muscum, Home, Place of Meditation, and Visitors Center make up
the Eisenhower Center, The mission of the Eisenhower Center is 1o acquire, preserve, and disseminate the
records and material culture relating 1o the history of Dwight 1. Eisenhower and his times through rescarch,
exhibits, public programs, publications, and outreach.

Fiury, Wonor. Coveeray 2 The Eisenhower Foundation € 2000



DWIGHT D. EISENHOWER
191—1935

A CHRONOLOGY:
Eisenhower’s Military Career
| DATE ‘ PLACE ‘ POSITION | RANK |
June 14, 19] 11— United States Military cadet second heutenant of
June 12, 1915 Academy Infantry,
_West Point, NY __June 12,1915

June 1915— Ahilene, KS DDE was on extended leave
ember 1915
Sepember 13, 1915— Forl Sam Houston, TX 197 Infaniry & [irst licutenant,
May 28, 1917 July 1, 1916
= captain,
Mui, 15, 1917
May 28, 1917— Leon Springs, TX 57" Infantry
plember 22, 1917 (part of Fr. Sam Houston)
September 22, 1917— Fort Oglethorpe, GA instructor,

Movember 26, 1917 Reserve Officers” Training
Comps (ROTC)

Docember 1, 1917— Fort Leavenworth, KS instructor,
February 28, 1915 Army Service Schools

March 1, 1918— Camp Meade, MD 53" Engincers
March 18, 1918
March 23, 1918— Camp Colt, commander, * major (lemporary)
MNovember 15, 1918 Cicttysburg, PA Tank Corps July 15, 1918
& Jiguienant colonel
(temporary)
Ciciober 14, 1918

November 18, 191 8— Fort Dix, M froep comimander,
December 22, 1918 Tank Ci

December 24, 1918— Fon Benning, GA troop commander,
March 3, 1919 Tank Co

March 17, 19] 9= Camp Meade, MD» Tank Comps

January 7, 1922

January 26, 1922— Camp Gaillard, executive officer, AT [ PErmanent)
Se ber 19, 1924 Panama Canal Zone 20" Inf; Bri August 26, 1924

oy, Frowor, oy 3 The Eisenhoter Fotndution © 2000



August 25, 1925—
June 18, 1926

June 21, 1926—
August 17, 1926

August 18, 1926—
January 15, 1927

Seplember 17, 1929

Seplember 24, 1929—
Movember &, 1930

November B, 1929—
February 20, 1933

February 20, 1933—
September 24, 1935

Fort Leavenworth, KS
Command and General Staff

7
g

Denver, OO

Fort Benning. GA

recruiting officer,
38™ Ink:

student

DDE was on extended leave

N e T T T e |

s Assistanl Post Execulive
Dificer

« commander, 2d Baualion,
24" Infan

guidebnok compiler

student

B 2 S8 i ol e R T

guidehook compiler

Jan 20, 1927 — American Baitle
Augusi 15, 1927 Monuments Commission,
Washington, D.C.
August 16, 1927— Army War College,
June 30, 1928 Fort McMair,
Washington, D.C.
July 1, 1928— American Battle
July 30, 1928 Monuments Commission,
Washingion, DnE,
August 9, 1928— American Battle

Monuments Commission,
Paris, France

Amercan Batile
Monuments Commission,
‘Washinglon, T,

Office of Assistani
Secrelary of War,
Washington, D.C.

Office of Army
Chief of Stall,
Washington, D.C.

Gy, Wiwon, Covserry

guidebook compiler

guidehook compiler

assislant exccutive to the
assistant secretary of war

special nssistant 0 the
Chicf of Staff,
War Department General Staff




DWIGHT D. EISENHOWER Name
1911-1935 Date

EVALUATE A PRIMARY SOURCE

1. Which selection from *Duty, Honor, Country”™ did you just read? B

2. What are two things you learned about life in the United States during this period of history?

3. What are two things you learned about Dwight D). Eisenhower during this period of his Jife?

4. Look at the document you've been given. What type of primary source is ii?

— olficial record photograph/film —___ cAroon
— lener —__map — posier
_ diary/journal — artwork sound recording
o rEminiscence _advertisement _ ariilact
oral history — MCWSpAper ____hook

Carclully examine the document and describe what you see (dates, stamps, names, notations, numbers,

symbaols, etc.).

6. Whe creaned this document?

7. Whydo you think this document was created?

8. For whom was this document intended?
9. List threc things vou leamned about Dwight D, Esenhower and this period of history by studying this documeni.

A —

b,
C.
1. Write three new questions that vou now have about Dwight I, Eisenhower and this period of UL.S, history.

.
b
.

S

¥ This worksheet wxs modified from the onginal developed by the Education Staff, National Archives and Becords Administration,
Washington, [N 20408,

Dorv. Powor, Covray 5 The Biscnhower Fotindation © 2000



DAWBGHIT . EISEMHOWWER
1911-T4935

hen you examine a document from the past
that includes prices for products and services,
it is impossible w know what that means in dollars

tocky unless you lirst convert the prices with an
index.

With the index below, it is possible to convert a

price from 1911 wo 1935 to an estimated price today.

For example, when Dwight D. Eisenhower was a
student at West Point, he spent his 1914 Christmas
lurlough in New York City. At a men's clothing
store there, he selected wo ties and, without asking
the price, wold the cleck he would take them. When
he: was charged $24.00, he was shocked but oo
embarrassed to change his mind. The index for
1914 is 058, When you divide the price by the index
for that year, you realize that the ties cost him §406.77

HOW MUCH WOULD IT COST TODAY?

at today's prices! Twenty-four dollars today scems
reasonable, but when converted o 1914 prices, it is
not hard to understand that alter he paid for his
ties, Ike had litlle money left for the rest of his
furlongh.

Throughout “Duty, Honor, Counory: 191 1-193857
there are relerences 1o prices within the ext and in
the historical documenis, The recomimended
readings from Eiscnbhower’s book, Af Ease: Stories [
Tell to Friends, also contain many prices from a
particular vear. Do some calenbwions yourself by
selee ting ten items that have prices, Write down the
product or service and the year; then calculate the
price in today’s dollars by dividing the price by the

proper index number,

1911 = .05 1919 =101 1927 =.102
1912 = 06 1920 =.117 1928 = .100
1915 = 058 1921 =.105 1929 =100
1914 = 059 1922 = 0498 1930 = 098
1915 = .059 1925 =100 1931 = .085
1916 = .064 1924 = .100 1932 = D80
1917 = 075 1925 =102 1953 = .076
1918 = 088 1926 =.104 1934 = .078

1935 = 080

The complete Consumer Price Index Conversion Factors, (¢} Robert C. Sahr, beginning with the year 1800,

may be found at the following web site: wwworstedu/ Dept/ pol_sci/Tac/sahr/sabrhim, The index nsed on

this page is reproduced by permission.

An online converter may be found at the following web site: www.cjrorg/ resources/inflaterasp.
r 'r -FI:;. F
vy, Womor, {louwray The Eisenhower Edtindation © 2000

e -:LI::-
~ R



DWIGHT [, EISEMHOWER
11 1-19315

n 1919, Dwight D, Eisenhower taveled, as an

official obscrver for the Tank Corps, with the
Army's Transcontinental Motor Convoy. For its
time, the convoy was a remarkable [eat as there were
few paved roads west of the Mississippi River.

Bound for San Francisco, the convoy of 72
military vehicles and approximately 280 officers and
enlisted men, began at “Zero Milestone”™ on the
South Lawn of the White House. The Army’s
ohjectives for this ambitions project were fourfold.
First, the trip would contribute to the *Good Roads™
movement to support the building of
transcontinental highways across the United States.
Second, the Army hoped w attract young men to
enlist in its Mechanical Training Schools, Third, it
was a chance to showease the wse of motor vehicles
for military purposcs and, especially, their role in

TRANSCONTINENTAL MOTOR COMPANY
July 7=September 6, 1919

winning World War [. Finally, the cross-country
Journey was a perlect opporunity [or the Army o
studdy the performance of military vwehicles on a wide
variety of physical terrain.

Map Activities: Below is a table of the itinerary of
the trip. With state road maps or an atlas, follow
the convoy's progress. Using an outline map of the
United States, a regional outline map, or 2 series of
state outline maps, locate and label towns and cities
the motor convoy passed through, Compare the
mileage between cities and towns in 1919 with the
distance today. Also, compare the number of miles
that a car can travel in one day today with the
convov's progress in 1919, Research the topography
along the convoy's route and consider the summer
weather conditions they may have expericnced.

Dt Lontrol Point Mileage | Date Contro] Point - Mileage | Date Control Point  Mileage
TANEAY  Frederick, MD 16 TG Rest Period ] BA6SD Evansion, WY %5
7/08/19  Chambersburg, PA 62 #7719 Echo, UT 41
TA9/19  Bedford, PA 57 T/28/19  Council Blails, 14 Te 8/18/19  Ogden, UT A2
710419 Greensbung, PA 63 7729719 Owaha, N 5 8719719 Sah Lake Ciy, UT 78
19 Sewickley, PA 48 7/30/19  Columbus, NE 83 B/20/19  Onr's Ramch, UT 52
TA12419 Fast Palestine, OH k1] T/81719  Grand sland, NE 7% #2119 Granite Bock, UT 15
#0119 Lexington, NE 82 8/22/19  Black Point, UT 36
/18719 Rest Period ¥ /02719 Gothenburg, NE 30 HA23/19  Anelerson's Ranch, UT 51
8/08/19  Norh Platte, NE M B/24/19 [y, NV T
7714719 Wooster, OH B3 H2501%  Pindo House, NV 46
71519 Bucyrus, OH % AHSD Best Period 0 B/26/19  Willow Spring, NV 44
TA16/19  Delphos, OH it BSETA1D Aastin, NV ([
A9 Fu Wayne, IN 5l B/05/19  Ogallaka, NE 53 B/ER/19  Fasigate, NV Hib
/18719 South Bend, IN T 8/06/19  Big Springs, NE br E/M/19  Fallon, KV 66
7719719 Chicago Heighes, IL. -~ 80 B/07/19  Kimball, NE 80 B9 Carson City, NV [FF
B/08/19  Chevenne, WY B
7720719 Rest Period ] SA0009  Lacunde, WY LT 831719 Rest Period L
72119 De Kalh, 1L g2 B/10/19  Rest Periad 0 9/01/19  Meyers, CA 84
7722719 Clinton, 1A a0 9/02/19  Placerville, CA 50
7/2%/19  Cedar Rapids, [A 87 B9 Medicine Bow, WY 50 8/08/19  Sacramento, CA 52
724719 Marshallown, 1A 75 8/12/19  Rawlins, WY i 00419 Sinckton, CA 4%
7/25/149 Jefferson, 1A Rl /18719  Tipton Station, WY 5 005/19  Orakland, CA TG
7726719 Denison, [A G 8/14/19  Green River, WY T 9/06,/19  San Francisco, CA 8
8/15/19  Fon Bridger, WY 63
Fivry, Wonon, Coverry 7 The Eisenhower Foundation € 2000




earning Activities

View photographs from the Great Depression al
the Library of Congress” American Memory site
au ; F ;

Drwight D, Eisenhower was often praised for his
fine character. Identify examples of core
character trais demonstrated by Dwight D.
Eisenhower from “Duty, Honor, Country,”

Al Eage: Stories [ Tell to Friends, or some

other resource,

To learn more abount World War 1, visit the
following web sites:

T LR ““[,{;:1“ ﬂ :[E!i“;j I MI;’H r L .I; [T,

Record an interview with a person who grew up
during the Great Depression. Use “The
Washington Years® to help you write your
questions, Compare the experiences of your
inlerviewes's growing up years with your own.

Reread the section in “The Watershed Years®
that discusses the many secial and cultral
changes in American life after World War L.
Compare what vou have learned 1o changes
vou have observed mking place in American
crelire IlhIZIH.!.-'.

The Esenhowers and their friends, the Grubers,
traveled through France, Belginm, Germany,
amed Switcerland in the late summer of 1929, On
a map of Northwestern Europe, tace their
route beginning in Paris: Brussels, Belgium;
Bonn, Koblenz, Heidelberg, and Neusiadt,
Germany: Zurich, Amervatt, Interlaken,
Montreux, and Geneva, Switecrland; Besancon
and Romagne France.

List all of the places Dwight D. Eisenhower lived
fromm 1911 10 1935, On outline maps of the
Umited Stares and the world, locate and label
these places and add the dates.

Fhory, Wowon, Covsray

LI

11.

12,

13,

14.

Find out more about hobos and drifiers who
“rode the rails” during the Greal Depression at
this lascinating PES web sie:

www.phs.org whbh./amex/mails/.

Another PBS web site tells the story of the
19505 Dust Bowl. Check out:

www. phs.org /wrhh S ames/dusibowl /S,

Listen 1o some of the popular songs

of the 19308 amd 19305 on these wels sites:

htlp'f ‘hesrwebs.com froaring 1920/ index.shunl
cowhome.huml,

Visit vour local historical socicty 1o view vinmg:.-
clothing from one of the periods presented in
“Duty, Honor, Country.” While you are there,
rescarch microfilmed newspapers of the same
eri. Record your observations and share what
you have learned about American life at that time,

Locate common household items from the
19205 and 19305, Flea markets, estate sales,
garage sales, and attics or basements are good
places 1o begin, For cach, recornd the name,
date, and purpose and find out how it worked.

In Panama, ke Ezenhower rekindled his love
for history by reading historical fiction
recommended o him by Fox Conner. Ask your
school librarian for suggestions For books of
historical fiction setin the 1911-1935 tdime perdod.

Creneral Fox Conner was lke Eiscnhower's
“mentor.” Conner taught his “prowégé,” Tke,
what he would need to know to succeed and
steercd him towards opportunities. Is there
someone who has helped von in this way? Write
an essay explaining how this person has helped
you and why mentoring is important.

The Eisenhower Foundation 83 208X
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The WE5t Point Years:
TB&! %Im" Clarzm 17{ ‘?ﬁﬂ?
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. .« TlEn mm#dmr@fdﬁﬂﬂd;aﬂdmtﬂi
the official vath, there was no confusion. A feeling
evrmte Gaer me (hat the expression “The United States of
America” would nme and heneeforth mean something
diffevent thn it ever had before. From heve on it would

be the nation I would be serving, not myselfl. Suddenly
—Drright D). Eisenhotver

ﬂm}' Americans living in the second decade
of the twentieth eentury were confident that
they were living in the best of times. The cconomy
wits strong and growing, and more Americans were
enjoving a higher standard of living than ever
before, The United States was emerging as a world
military power with colonies of its own. Americans
were aplimistic and looking to an even brighter
future, Lattle did they suspect that world evenis,
looming on the horizon and beyond their conirol,
woatld alter their lives and the course of history.

In the years just prior 1o World War 1 (The
Careat Wir), the majority of Americans lived on
farms or in small vowns, Life for Farm families had
become casicr with modern machinery and less
isolated with automobiles and beter roads.
Farmers had been blessed with bumper harvests,
and crop prices were good and rising. Small
business owners, white collar workers, and
professionals lived the “good life® as incomes rose
Faster than the cost of living. As the number of
work davs and hours was reduccd, Americans luad
letsure dme. Recrcation and summer vacations
became norms of American life. For many
Americans this was their “golden age.”

Not all Americans experienced the good times
of this ¢ra. African-American sharecroppers in the

Py, Wowor, Covsrry

South lived in poverty, and those who moved to the
Morth were met with hostility. Native Americans
lacked proper housing, education, and adeguate
health care. By 1911, the population of American
cities was exploding due 1o a flood of immigrants,
many [rom southern and castern Europe. The
“American Dream” was a powerful lure for people
who had little hope for equality and opportunity in
Europe.

Life for these new arrivals was harsh, even
brutal. They had linle choice but w accept the
crowded and unsanitary conditions in deplorahble
housing called “temements.” Ofven the whole
Tamily, even yvoung children, had to go o work o
carm cnough money o survive, People desperate
[or work overlooked long hours, low wages, and
unsale working conditions, There was no health
insurance, social scourity, workers” compensation,
or right 1o challenge factory owners.

A proup of Americans who called themselves
“progressives” was united in their belicf thar all that
was wrong with American cities could be changed.
With a “can do” spirit, they set out to do battle with
poverty, exploitation of workers (especially child
labaor), abuscs of big business, and government
corruption, Progressives argued that it was the
proper role of the natonal government o ensure a
decent standard of living for all Americans.

To achieve their goals, the progressives relicd on
the most modern theory of the day. the “scientific
method,” Wherever they found a problem, they set
o work, First, they gathered all the information
they could lind; then they sought out experts who
supported their case, Next, they put anticles in
newspapers and magazines and pressured
politicians 1o pass reform laws, Faclory owners were
threatened with boyeotts and blacklisting if they
refused o wean their workers better.
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The turn of the twentieth century had ushered
in a new international role for the United Scaes.
Winning the Spanish American War and putting
down the Philippine Insurrection left the United
States Mush with confidence and rich with new
territones. Puerto Bico, Cuba, the Panama Canal
Zome, Hawaii, Guam, and the Philippines all came
under the influence and control of the Unived
States. Americans looked to the completion of the
Panama Canal in 1914 as a powerTul symbaol tha,
with American know-how and detcrmination, all

things were possible.

American businesses moved into foreign nations
al this time, especially those of Latin Ameriea,
Whenever and wherever there was a threat o
American foreign investment, the United States
government sent in is miliary forces, I some
mstances, vulnerable nations asked the Unined
States to help protect them from the threats of
stronger nations.  Bur, whatever the reason For
American intervention, citizens ol forcign nations
soon wearied of i, demanding that American
soldiers leave.

At this time in United States history, many
Americans saw nothing wrong with the nation
Nexing its cconmmic, political, and military muscle
around the world. Yet, others argued that American
foreign intervention was either o expensive or
hypoeritical for a nation founded on democratic
principles. For those whao lived in nations
dominated by the United States; however, there was
little controversy. They were united in one demand:
FYankee, go home!”

The United States had a serious conilict with
Mexico from 1911 o 1916, When reformeminded
Franciseo Madero camricd out a suceessial
revolution i Mexico in 1911, American investors
who owned land, mines, and milroads there felt
threatened. Behind the scenes, they encouraged
Madero's downiall and were successful when a new
leader, Victoriano Huerta, took power in carly 1913,

President Wilson, in turn, refused 1o recognize
the new government, instead supporting Huerta's
enemy, Venustiano Carranza, But Carranea
rejected Wison's help because many Mexicans were,

@iy, Ponor. Covmerry

understandably, unhappy with American
interference. In mid-April 1914, when several
American sailors were mistakenly arrested in
Tampico, Mexico, President Wilson sent troops into
the Mexican city of Veracre.

Border skirmishes flared up between American
and Mexican roops, and anti-American riots
erupted throughout Latin America. The Huerta
government was toppled and civil war broke out in
Mexico. Pancho Villa, once a part of the Carranza
forces, formed his own band of followers. When
President Wilson offered support to Carmanea in
Ocreber af 1915, Villa was furious. In retaliation,
he terrorized American cities along the border in
January of 1916, murdering a number of civilians
and soldiers. Finally, Wilson ordered General john
J- "Black Jack™ Pershing and 11,000 American
troops into Mexico on the *Punitive Expedition” 1o
capture Villa. The conflict was finally ended with a
mediated agreement in 1916

Amidst deteriorating American-Latin American
relations, war camae to Europe. The heir to the
Austrian-TTungarian throne, Franz Ferdinand, and
his wife were assassinated in Sarajevoe, Bosnia, by a
young Serb nationalist. Quickly the nations ol
Europe lined up on one side or the other, and a
generation of their “best and brightest™ young men
marched off w war,

The United States dedlared is neowrality, and
President Wilson promiscd to keep the nation ot
aof war. On May 7, 1915, a German U-boat sank the
Lusitania, a British ship, off the coast of Ireland.
Americans were horrilied when 128 Amernicans
aboard died. United States-German relations
continued o deteriorate. By Late summer 1915,
President Wilson had ordered the construction of
military training camps. Americans were shocked
by the brutality of the war, but most chose 1w tum
their backs on a conllict that scemed so Far away.
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DWIGHT D. EISENHOWER: 1911—1915
THE WEST POINT YEARS

n the spring of 1909, Dwight D. Eisenhower

graduated from Abilene High School. Than
summer he worked at a series of jobs to help put his
older brother, Edgar, through college. On a local
farm, Dwight further develaped a nataral walent for
handling difficult horses. He moved on to the Rice-
Johntz Lumber Company where he earmned §14.00 a
week. In the autumn, Dwight took a job at the Belle
Springs Creamery where he would work for nearly
WO VTS,

A friendship with Everett Edward “Swede™
Hazlett was rencwed when Swede retumed o
Abilene for the summer of 1910. He encouraged
Dwight to apply for an appointment to the naval
academy at Annapolis. On August 20, 19140, Dwight
wrote a letter to a Kansas senator, Joseph W, Bristow,
asking for an appointment, but received no reply.
Then, when a notice for academy applications
appeared in the local newspaper in early
September, Dwight wrote again. This time the
Senator wrote back with the information that
Dwight needed to proceed.

In October, Dwight traveled to Topeka, Kansas,
to take Senator Bristow's service academies exam.
He placed first for Annapolis and second for West
Point with an overall score of 87%. But, at age 20,
Dwight was too old to be admitted o Annapolis.
Although he had placed second for West Poine, the
letters of recommendation written for him were so
impressive that Bristow awarded him the
appointment anyway. In January 1911, Dwight
worild take the West Point entrance exams, baoth
academic and physical.

From October 1910 undl January 1911, Dwight
returmed to Abilene High School to study for the
physics, math, and chemisury portions of the test.
He even plaved foothball for his old school. At night,
in between duties at the creamery, he and Swede
studied, snacking on ice cream and chicken roasted
on a shovel in the furnace. Dwight passed his
exams and was ordered to report to the United
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States Military Academy (USM.A) at West Point,
Mew York, by June 14, 1911.

As Dwight said his good-byes, his father, David,
aidd lictle, bt his farewell to his mother, Tda, was
filled with emotion. She embraced her third son,
holding back her tears until after he had left. Along
the way, Dwight stopped at Chicago to sce his good
friend, Ruby Morman, who was studying music at
the Conservatory there. At Ann Arhor, Michigan,
Dwight enjoyed several days with Edgar before the
last leg of his journey to West Point, New York.

Om June 14, 1911, Dwight Eisenhower, and 245
athers, arrived at West Point on Initiation Day. For
the newly arrived plebes, the cxperience was
nothing short of bewilderment. Upperclassmen
barked out orders to be obeyed, in double-time.
Wide-eved plebes raced in every direction to follow
orders as best they could. At day's end, the new
arrivals took the oath of allegiance, which macde
them official cadets of the T.S.M.A. For 20yvearold
Dwight Fisenhower, the ceremony had an
unexpected and profound impact. He knew that
from this day forward, “Duty, Honor, Country™
would guide his path through life.

Plebes must first survive three weeks of “Beast
Barracks” belore joining upper classmen at Summer
Camp. Here they receive their first lessons in
obeying orders immediately, without question.
Some could not handle the pressure of constant
“crawling” and went home. At nearly 21 years of
age, Dwighr Eisenhower did not take it too seriously
and adapted quickly. But because he could not
march in step when he arrived, he was assigned to
the “Awkward Squad” for more practice. At West
Point, he recorded his name as “Dwight David™
rather than the “David Dwight™ in the family Bible.
He began to use his nickname “Tke” on a
permanent basis,

In addition to a enrriculum heavy in
engineering and math, cadets wok English,
history, literature, poetry, and political science
courses. In the area of physical education, West
Point excelled. Cadets praciiced riding, fencing,
boxing, wrestling, gymnastics, swimming, and
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calisthenics. They plaved football, baseball,
basketball, hockey, and polo. First Classmen
{seniors) ook field wrips to important military sites
such as Civil War batlefields and forts. In March
1913, West Point cadets traveled to Washington,
D.C. to march at the inauguration of President
Woodrow Wilson.

The “Goats,” those with lesser academic
standing, called eadets with high grade point
averages “Tenth-boners” or “Engineers.” Each
month, a cadet’s parents received a report with a
specilic academic and discipline anking.

For lke, a free college education was important,
but 1o play football was everything. As a plebe, he
was about 5 97 and weighed only 152 pounds, With
the goal of making varsity his second year, he
stufTed himsell at meals, worked long hours in the
gym, and ran sprints ceaselessly, It worked.

By the Gall of 1912, Tke had made varsity and led
his Army eam to victory against Stevens Institute
and Buigers. He had known no greater glory. The
Neaw York Times proclaimed him “one of the most
promising backs in Eastern Football." In the next
game, against Tufis, Ike's knee was badly injured
when he was tackled. Later the same week, during
ricding class, his right knee collapsed. Wecks later,
when the cast was removed, it was clear he wonld
never play football or baseball again.

Tke was despondent. Had his friends not
intervened, he would have quit school and returned
home. He smoked, accumulated demerits, and let
his grades slide. As the football scason began in
1913, he was once again depressed. When asked to
help coach the junior varsity team, he discovered an
alternative way Lo express his passion for football.
Ike had a natural talent for bringing out the hest in
those under his leadership. When he was selected
for a coveted position on the Honor Guard, he
carried the American fag with pride. Ike
Fisenhower had found his way again.

Tke enjoved bending the miles at West Point,

but, when caught, he was willing to accept the
consequences. He received demeriis for smoking in
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his room, saluting improperly, having @ messy room,
being tardy to class, and not doing his homework.

The rigor and discipline of life at West Point
made furloughs all the betier. Every cadet longed
for the ten-week furlough at the end of the second
year. When that time arrived in June 1913, Ike, and
the rest of the class of 1915, spent some time in New
York City, then he traveled home to Abilene for the
rest of the summer. Occasionally, he would show off
by paracing around town in his tropical dress white
uniform, starched and pressed to perfection. And,
1o made a little extra cash, he umpired local
baschall games for $15.00. At Christmas ime in
1913, Ike spent the eight-day holiday in Buffalo,
New York, with a classmate. Im 1914, he went back
10 Mew York City for his Christmas [urlough, staving
at the Hotel Astor.

On June 11, 1915%, Dwight D. Eisenhower
graduated from West Point, ranking 64th out of 164
academically and 125th in discipline. His damaged
knee threatened an carly end to his military career,
especially when he stubbormly insisted on an
assignment to the infantry. In the end, however, his
determination won out.

Following graduation, Tke returned home (o
Abilene for the summer. He and Gladys Harding
went o the “picture show” and to band concerts in
the park; they spent lazy summer aflterncons with
fricnds. [ke fell in love with her and spoke 1o her of
wrarriage, but Gladys was not ready to give up her
piano career with the Chautauqua just yet. When
September 1915 arrived, Gladys resumed her
musical tour and Ike reported to Fort Sam Houston,
In less than a vear, each would be marnied 1o
another.

Recommended Readings from Af Faser Stovies T Tall
fa Friende 3-26, 105104, 11 1=101%2.

e West Point graduates of 1915 would FLiter be known
aq the “Cliss the S1ars Fell On® because so many rose fo
the: rank of general in World War 11,
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Letter from Dwight D. Eisenhower, 1910
To Senator Joseph W. Bristow
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West Point Football Program, 1912
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West

Point Schedule of Activities, 1912
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West Point Honor Guard, circa 1914
Photography #67- 419

Fluoto eoniriesy Eenhosder Libewry

lke, second from right
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General John W. Leonard Oral History, 1972

Pages 1-5: BURG: Now, General Leonard, let me ask you this in the first place, since you are a
classmate of General Eisenhower’s: how close were you during the West Point phase of
VOUr army service?

LEOMNARD: With Ikey

BLUR(x Yes,

LEONARD: Pretty damed close.

BURG: You were in the same company with him?

LECNARL: We were in the same company for four years and were in the same division at
least one of those years, And if | remember right, PA. [Paul A. Hodgson] and Tke lived
across the hall from us, but I'm not sure of that . ..

LEONARL: ... PA was on the football squad and he had awful rheumatism. And T can
see him yet crawling up-hanging on those steps—crawling up to his room. He might
have been on the second, but 1 thought he was on the third floor. 1 don’t know. Bt
I'm not sure they lived across the hall from us, [ wouldn’t swear to that. But we were
there in that same company. The companies then were small, And our classes were
smiall-I guess about 10, 12 students to a classroom. The Corps was a closely-knit unit

in those days, you know.

BURCG: Mow, in light of the fact that it scems to be later—in the 1920s-that he [Tke]
began o ke fire as a serious kind of student of military affairs, what is your
recollection of his perlormance in the West Point classes?

LEONARLD: Well, Ike was not trving to be number one. A lot of people think he counld
have been il he wanted to, but The was=I wouldn't say “devil may care”™ or anything like
that-he was happy, almosi—you might say=" happy go lucky.” He wasn't a serious

student, although I would say he probably was a good student *cause he came out well.

BLURG: Yes,

LEONARD: He probably would have come out higher if he'd-now PA. was a studeni=his

roommate. He came out in the engineers see.

BURCG: Righr.

LEONARD: But Ike was a fine, 2 good fellow-good mixer. You know, he's [riendly,
outgoing. Very fricndly. And nobody could step on his toes,

BURC: He was a little feisty? =as the Irish would say?
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LEOMNARD: Mo, no, he wasn't. He had no chip on his shoulder. But you couldn’t push

him around. And another thing I've always thought about him-he was blessed with a
good physique.
BURG: Yes.
LEONARD: ITke was very well built, strong individual; and 1 think that gives one confidence.
BURG: Yes.

LEONARD: He knew he could take care of himself. A lot of people siy they knew he was
going to go places. Well | suppose vou could say that he was, He was smart enough.
And the personality is what he had then, see, that was cropping up. [ don’t suppose he
had his aim set like he did later on, vou know, as you develop,

BLURCG: Yes.

LEONARD: But he had it! Let's put it that way.

BURG: I'm not sure whether=

LEONARD: There’s time and age vou know,

BURG: —young men that age really think much about the future and-

LEONARD: Oh, I doubt it. You get too busy=too many other things going on. You got
your friends there and all the athletic programs and what have you, you know. The life
daily led! And your time was taken up at West Point in those days,

BURG: Yes,

LEONARD: Wasn't much time and no place to go cither.
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The Great War Years:

3 I Hod Missed.... the Wor We Hoad Bren Teld Wkt End TU Wirs™

« o o Soane of my class were alrendy in Franee,
0thers were ready to depurt. I seemed embedded in the
monafony and unsought safety of the Zone of the
Interior. I could see myself, years later, stleni at class
reandons while athers reminisced of battle. For @ man
who likes Lo talk as much ax I, that woeld foave been
intolerable frusishment, It looked to me as if anyme
who was dented the opportunity to fisht might as el
el oul of the Army at the end of the war.

—Dhwight 1), Eisenhoer

¥ late summer 1915, the war in Europe was a
year old with no signs of ending. President

Woodrow Wilson still promised to keep the United
States out of war, and, in fact, he would run for re-
election on that slogan in 1916, In reality, Wilson
was convinced by this ime that America must
prepare for war. Most Americans followed the
events in Europe with detached fascination and
horror, and they wanted no pant in the conflict.

Officially, the United States was a neutral nation
and, as such, continued wrading with both the Allies
and the Central Powers. But the neutrality palicy
was seriously lawed, and, largely due to British
propaganda, the United States began to show favor
to the Allies. American banks, corporations, and
private citizens made huge loans to the Allies. The
American ceonomy boomed as food, raw materials,
and arms were shipped 10 Europe.

Since Seplember of 1914, the war on the
Western Front had settled into the misery of trench
warfare. Morale was low, and desperation set in,
Soldiers on both sides lived and fought in slippery
trenches knee-deep in mud and infested with lice
and rats. Separating the renches was a “no man's
land® laced with barbed wire and peppered with
mines. A continuons bombardment of heavy
artillery shells leveled everything in its path.
Terrible new weapons of war such as machine guns,
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grenades, and poison gases (chlorine and mustard),
exacred a deadly toll. Infantry troops, ordered out
of the wrenches to advance, were mowed down en
masse. By 1916, the war had settled into a bloody
stalemate. An entire generation of Europe’s young
men was in the process of being slaughtered for
insignificant gains on the battlefield.

At sea, a British blockade of the North Sca
suecessfully eut Germany off from war supplics and,
eventually, all trade. The German people were
slowly starving to death. To break the blockade and
keep arms from reaching the Allies, the Germans
cmployed U-boats, short for Unterseeboot, Passenger
ships suspected of carrying war matériel were
considered legitimate targets. The German
government even posted warnings to travelers in
American newspapers next to shipping schedules.

By early spring 1917, Russia had sulfered
unimaginable casualties due 1o poor leadership,
inadequate training, and lack of equipment.
Starving Russian soldiers were barefoot and clothed
in rags. On March 15, Cear Nicholas IT gave up his
throne in favor of a group that promised to
establish a constitutional government. By
November, there was a sccond revolution thar wonld
place the Balsheviks, or communists, lead by Lenin,
in power. Within four months, Lenin would
negolate a separate peace with Germany.

From 1915 1o 1917, the growing tensions
bemween the United States and Germany intensified
American calls for war. Germany decided thar it
had to end the war as quickly as possible and
resumed submarine warfare, gambling that the
United States would not have enough time 1o affect
the war, When German U-boats sank three
American ships between March 16 and 18, 1917,
there appeared to be littde recourse except war. On
April 2, President Wilson asked Congress for a
declaration of war. On April 6, 1917, the United
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States officially entered the war. [t would be Tully
one year before a sizeable American force arrived in
France. Many Americans were idealistic about
roing to war, [ecling that the United States was on
the brink of greaness among the world’s nations.
The war would “make the world sale for
democracy.”

Al first, President Wilson hoped that the United
States could avoid actually sending troops, but the
Allied forces were exhausted, bavely holding on.
Nearly 15,000 soldiers of the American
Expeditionary Foree (AEF) arrived in France in
June 1917 under the leadership of General John |.
“Black Jack” Pershing. General Pershing insisted
that American troops be trained on American soil
before leaving for France. And, once there, they
would fight together rather than be integrated inte
Allied armics,

In May, Congress authorized a drafi, by
November, 24 million men had registered. A loutery
system picked 3 million, of which 2 million would
eventually be shipped 1o France, More than
200,000 African-American soldicrs served in
segregaled units, Thousands of women volunteered
for service, and thousands more worked as civilians
in the Red Cross, YWCA, and other service
organizations.

On the homefront, Americans embraced the
war effort with patriotic exuberance. They
displayed Liberty Bultons on their lapels to show
they had bought Liberty Bonds, Celebrities made
passionate speeches at Bond rallies, and every
American felt pressure from neighbors and friends
o by bonds, Those who did not were ridicaled.

Believing that "Food will win the war,” citizens
planted victory gardens and designated meatless
days and wheatless meals. Children planted their
own vegelable gardens, Selling the vegetables, they
hought “thrift stamps™ for 25 cents each. A card
filled with thrilt stamps earmed one warsavings
stamp worth $5.00, and a filled warsavings card
bought a $50.00 Liberty Bond. Families proudly
hung a red and white senvice flag at the front door

Ty, *;F:"wm. Cowrry

with a blue star 1o represent each son fighting in the
war. A gold star signified that a son had died at the
Front.

The government established special Boards w
ensure that every aspect of the nation’s economy
was directed at the war effort. Industries were
converted 1o the production of war goods, and
women, Mexican-Americans, and African-Americans
were hired for jobs that before the war would have
been unavailable o them.

The American government launched a
propaganda campaign to influence public opinion
in Favor of the war effort and 1o blame Germany for
the war. Americans of German descent were targets
of hostility, blacklisting, and attacks. Even Crerman
words such as souerkrouwl were replaced with
expressions like “liberty cabbage.” The fear of spies
and espionage approached a national hysteria, and
immigrant groups and socialisis were suspect.
Vigilanie groups sprang up, horsewhipping and
Iynching their unfortunate victims.

By the time the Armistice was signed on
Movember 11, 1918, more than 100,000 American
soldiers were dead, more than halfl from discase.
European losses were staggering. An estimated 8
million soldiers and 20 million civilians had died
from injury, disease, or starvation.

The United States faced a difficult period alter
the war. President Wilson suffered a disabling
stroke while barnstorming across the nation in an
cifort to build public support for a League of
Nations. The idea failed in two votes in the United
States Senate. European nations owed the United
States billions of dollars, and had lew prospects for
paying it back. Jobs [or war veterans returning to
civilian lile were scarce. But, worst of all, America’s
confidence and idealism before the war had been
replaced by a profound national disillusionment
and cynicism. Within a few years, most Americans
agreed that entering the war had been a terrible
mistake that they would never again repeat.

The Eisenhower Foundation € 2000



DWIGHT D. EISENHOWER: 1915—1919

THE GREAT WAR YEARS

t was mid-September 1915, when Second

Lieutenant Dwight 1. Eisenhower left Abilene
to join the 19th Infantry at Fort Sam Houston,
Texas. In the next three and one-half vears, he
would serve at eight different military posts, marry,
become a father, and experience the Great War
from stateside.

For troops stationed at "Fr. 5am™ in 1915, there
was [ar more concern about conflict with Mexico
than the war that consmmed I-l‘,umpu, President
Wilson proclaimed that he would keep the United
States out of war, and most Americans supported
that policy. Bat, by the winter of 1915=16, criticism
of President Wilzon became more vocal. Some
citizens were becoming impatient with his cautious
reaction to Germany's submarine warfare and
Pancho Villa's guerrilla warfare along the border.

With the enuy of the United States into World
War I, Tke was ordered to Leon Springs, Texas, wo sct
up a raining camp. From there he was assigned 1o
rain alficers at Fort Oglethorpe, Georgia, and Fort
Leavenworth, Kansas. Next, he helped to create the
first tank raining school at Camp Meade, Marvland.
Finally, he assisted in organizing the first official
tank corps at Camp Colt, near Gettysburg,
Pennsvivania. After the armistice, he accompanied
his roops first to Camp Dix, New Jersey, and then
on to Fort Benning, Georgia, before returming to
duty at Camp Meade in March 1919,

Through this penod, Tke's superiors recognized
his genius for managing big projects with
painstaking attention to detail. In tum, he was
placed in positions of leadership and given much
responsibility. He leamed about effective training
methods, army administration, and organization
and planning on a large scale. ' Working under a
variety of commanding officers exposed him to
various personality types and leadership styles.
Because Tke worked very hard o do his very best
whether he liked the job or not, he was building an
enviable reputation among his superior officers. In
fact, his performance at Camp Colt so impressed his

oy, Wowon, oy

commanding oflicer “f am inelined by natire

that Tke was b b aptimisisc aboel the
recommended fur capacity of a person {o rise
the Distinguished o

higher than e fre £ i
s Ml'."{l:.ﬂ, T ] R A ar Sl ermg’”
he later received. frossidrle omee inderesd ol

ambition ave avoused,”
Soldiers and —Drwight D). Eisenhower
afficers who trained
under ke reapected
and admired him.
Although a demanding and sirict disciplinarian, he
was scrupulously fir,. His overriding objective was
1o prepare his troops for what they would meet in
the trenches of France., Often he wias frustrated in
his efforts to get proper equipment and supplies for
his men. From these experiences, he learned how
to improvise and find creative ways to get what he
needed, He was conscientious to a faale and
applied such intensity to his job that he often
worked far beyond the point of exhaustion. When
he delivered his men o the ships that would
rransport them across the Atlantic, not one was
trned back for any reason. He had done his job
well, perhaps o well, because the top brass of the
army now knew that it could not afford w lose this
officer to the bloodbath of the Western Froni.

Commenting on the potential of
effective tmining

Ike ached 1o receive orders for active duny.
Leadership in battle was all that he had trained for,
and he found it impossible to wait patiently. To his
extreme frustration, many of his West Point
classmates were already in France. Time and again
his superior officer promised him that he would
accompany his men overseas, only to rescind the
order at the last minute. Another promotion did
little to lessen the disappointment. Despite his
nearly constant frustration, however, Tke continued
tor carry out his duties 1o the best of his ability.

When orders came through that he would ship
out with his men on November 18, 1918, he was
euphoric! But, when word came of the Armistice
on November 11, 1918, it seemed that all the earth
had conspired to thwart his dreams, He had missed
his war, and he could scarcely bear the biterness of it

When lke was commissioned into the small,
peacetime Army of 1915, promotions were based on
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seniority and were few and far between. The great
mobilization for World War [ had changed that
temporarily. As a result, Ike had risen in rank from
a second licutenant in mid-1915 to a temporary
licutenant colonel on his 28th birthday in 1918-one
of the youngest in the history of the ULS. Anmy.
With the end of the war, the standing army shrank
back to its pre-war size. Wartime Lieutenant
Colonel Dwight D. Eisenhower reverted to a
peacetime permanent rank of major in 1924, Here
he would remain for another sixteen years.

Though often frustrated during the Great War
vears, Tke's personal life had been, on the whole,
happy and fulfilling. On a sunny October Srd
afternoon, in 1915, he met Miss Mamie and her
family, the Dowds of Denver, There was an instant
spark of atraction between 18-year-old Mamie and
soon-o-be-25-vear-old Tke, Mamie was a popular
young woman who had lived a sheltered and
privileged life. When Ike asked her on a date, he
had 1o wair four weeks for her schedule of suitors o
clear. In the meantime, he was a constant fixture in
the Doud’s winter San Antonio home. When
Mamie’s dates arvived, Ike greeted them, and when
they brought her home, he met them at the door.
Ike spent his time getting 1o know John and Elvira
Carlson Doud and Mamie’s three sisters. By the
time he and Mamie had their first date, Tke had
already won over the rest of the Doud family.

lke and Mamie quickly became a pair. On
dates, they often went to a Mexican restaurant
called “The Original,” where dinner for two was just
$1.00. When Ike could afford it, they took in
movies and vandeville acts at the Orpheum Theater.
O Valentine's Day 1916, The and Mamie became
engaged, promising the Douds they would wait 1o
marry until after Mamice's 20th birthday. But
tensions with Mexico escalated. and, fearing that
ke would be sent to the border, they moved up the
wedding, On July 1, 1916, Tke and Mamice were
married in the Doud’s Denver home. Froends of the
Douds whispered among themselves that, at
nineteen, Mamie was too young to marry and that
First Licutenant Dwight D.  Eisenhower had
married above hnmself

Fhery, Fowor, Corveray

For most of the first three years of their
marriage, Mamie lived with her parents because
there was no family housing available on post.
When they could live together, their popular
quarters was nicknamed *Club Eisenhower"-a place
to play cards, listen 1o music, and gencrally have
fun. Mamie was a perfect Army wife. She loved to
entertain and did it well, despite the fact that she
could cook little except fudge and mayonnaise.
Elvira Doud had not allowed her daughters to learn
to cook-that way they would never have 1o, Tke
cooked as often as he could, and they dined
frequently an restauranis.

On Seprember 24, 1917, while Tke was living in
the wrenches with his men at Fort Oglethorpe, Doud
Drwight Eisenhower was born in San Antonio at his
grandparents’ home. John Doud was so taken with
his new grandson, that he gave Mamie an allowance
of $100 a month therealter, Litde “Ikky” quickly
became the centerpicce of Tke and Mamie’s life.
Tke's great disappoiniment in being staioned
stateside was tempered with the happiness he felt as
a husband and father.

Ike administered the demobilization process
conscientiously. He demonsirated the same care
and responsibility for the men in his charge as he
had when preparing them for war, Although he did
not realize it yet, his performance in carrying out
his duty had been noted in high places. For his
part, he felt only overwhelming regret at having
miszcd his war, As he recommitted himself to a
military carcer, he vowed to make up for lost
npfmrlunllins_ He wonld “cut a wide swaih™
through the post-war, peacetime Army that would
be impossible to ignore.

Recommended Beadings from A Base; Storees [ 1ol in
IFrfends: 112156,
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Peacock Military Academy, 1915
Photograph #62-307

M cosargey Flaen beswer 1550500

“Coach” lke Eisenhower, bottom left
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Camp Wilson, Texas, 1916
Photograph #65-859

- A

Phestn cxmrieny Fiarmbarwer Library

Inspecting trenches dug by troops of the Illlinois National Guard
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From a Soldier’s Letter to His Mother, 1918

“Our new captain, Eisenhower”

Newr 13, 18493

g S=-f.eRRelto gy Nether foom leavewworts, Jumgd@lS il L e
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Qur new esptian, Blsenhowsr by nmae, is I belfove ono of the most
-efficlent and best army officers in the country. He 1 @ young Weat Fointer
| who Bas just arrived fram instruoting #Bevo's at “glethorpo... To¢ roturn

to our captain, he 1a & corker snd has put more % into us in throo

then we t in all the previcus time we wars Bars, :
and &t West Foint was @ noted football player und
He knows his Job,is snthuslastic, csn tell us what
pretty humen, though wioke harsh and sbrupt. He has given us wonds
hl{fhlt- drille. He gats the fellows ﬁhmﬂ.ﬂ:ﬂ wonkad a8d hollera and
Fells and makes ua & and steep un we , i'-n ir
maant buslness, s, The last of the week we ﬂdﬂnﬂl practice,

af fun, for the seatries a1l bawled up snd Zlsenhowar mt-'uuﬁ dif-
farent cnes of ua up to santrles with all kinds of anawers to
lenges, to mes if knew how to handle the situstlon, The rest of u
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“Our Flag”

by Dwight D. Eisenhower, 1918

TREAT 'ENM ROUGH
— ——

Our Flag
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Page a
The Tank Corps Will
*Treat ]; Rough”
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General Thomas T. Handy Oral History, 1972

Pages 3-5: BURG: Now, when you finished your work there [Vieginia Military Institute] in 1914, did

vou then accept a commission?

HANDY: No, there weren't any commissions. As a matter of fact, they didn’t have enough
vacancies for the graduates of West Point. The army was very, very small. And in 1916,
you know, I don’t know what theycalled it=the First National Defense Act, was enacted.
The war had broken ont in Europe in the meantime, and the Act provided for increases
in the army, and that’s when [ eame inte the service. . .. owe were all commissioned as
whant they called “provisional licutenants"=supposed to be on a two-vear trial basis—and
they sent us out to Leavenworth for about three months, Then [ joined a regiment, the

Tth, right here in San Antonio, as a matter of fact.
BURG: Was it siationed a1 Fu Sam Houston or Leon Springs?

HANDY: Yes, well, it was siationed at one of these areas outside the post, Camp Wilson, |
think they called it in those days. It's been Camp Travis and Camp Wilson, But we were

in a tent camp.

BURCG: Now, General Eisenhower, if | remember correetly, had done some training of

provisional 2od liewtenants, but not a group that you were associated with?
HANIDN: Nao.
BURCG: Right, So did vour regiment then go overseas in 1917, or was it later than thae?
: Rl

HANDY: Well, when we first started o send troops 1o Europe, the First Division, they
picked out some infantry regiments down on the border, some of them had been in
Mexico with Pershing, [ think. . . . 'We got down there [El Paso, Texas], and the
regiment was supposc (o go overseas right away, but they got a delaying order and we

dicn’t go until sometime in the latter part of July=I don’t remember exactly when.

Pages 7-10: BURG: ... we have a problem of General Eisenhower being kept here in the States to train
troops, which was very much against his wishes. And it probably had a certain kind of

clfect upon him and upon his later carcer.

HANIW: Well, I'm sure it did. As a matter of fact, | served practically the whole of World

War 11 right in Washington, you see. And evervbody was trying to get out of there,
including me. But I decided after making my position clear that I wasn't going o
continually bother the boss=somebody had o be there, as you know.

BURG: Precisely.
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HANDY: And, well, T had a lot of voung fellows, von know, in Operatons; we had an awful
good oudfit there, and they were all raring o get ot and we iried o let them go as we
coatld, I figured thar I had been more formanate than a lot of others in World War 1,
becanse | had about cighteen months” service in France, A lot of them bad none an all,
like Tke and Bradley as vou know, and others, Bu @ fele thar a3 Regular officer, with 2
war on, who never gol inta i, was to a ceriain extent penalized, don’i yvou see? And 1

think most others felt somewhat the same way,

BURG: Yes. Now my thought was that you would be more understanding of this situation
later on, because you, yoursell, had had some staff work in World War 1, and you'd also

secn combat duly there, oo . ...
BURG: And when the war ended, what happened o vou?

HANDY: Well, I came back 1o this country in 1919=1 think the division came hack voward
the middle of the year=June, July=and [ was ordered 1o Fu. 5ill, Oklahoma,

BURCG: Had vou had a linle bit of occupation duty a Coblene?
HANDY: Oh, yes. We were in Germany for several months but not at Coblenz.
BURG: And then you came back herer

HANDY: With the Army of Occupation, yes, We went up right after the Armastice, you see.
I was stationed lor several months at Heimershiem on the Ahe River, not too far from

the Rhine.

BURG: Mow, when vou came back here to the United Staes, was anything indicated to vou
about the prospects for you o remain in the arny?

HANIW: Oh, yes. As a matter of fact, | had appeared before a board over in Europe, and |

believe they said it was O
BURG: For you to stay? And by then was that also your desirer?
HANDY: Yes,

BURG: Because so many of you, | know, had opportunitics wo go into civilian life, and
many of you made the decision to stay in the Regular anmy. And that was your choice woo?

HANIM: Yes. As a maucr of fact, | was originally commissioned in the Regular Armny,

. g A
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The Watershed Years:
tﬁm {}?md%.ﬁ: %—m«fiﬁ%ﬁﬁ&pﬁma -

- - - Always iy to axsociale yourself closely with and
learn as much as you can from those who know more
thar you, who do better than you, who see wmare clearly
than you. Don't be afraid to reach upnoard. Apart
Jfrom the rewands of friendship, the axsociation might
pay off at some unfoveseen time-that is only an
accidental by-product, The fmportant thing is that the
Learnimg will make you « beller ferson.

—Theight D, Eisenhotwer

! ih:w who lived through the 1920s looked back
on them as the *Golden Twenties.” *The

Roaring Twenties,” “The Jazz Age,” and the “Flapper
Era” are equally descriptive terms for the decade. It
wis @ time of rapid and dramatic change. Some
embraced the transition, but others were cerain
that the very fabric of American life was unraveling,
Americans veamed for a retum o life as it had been
belore the war, but there was no going back., A new
America would be born out of the tragedy of World War 1.

The immediate postwar period was a trving time
for warweary Americans. Retuming velerans
competed lor oo few jobs, prices rose rapidly, and
industrics were slow to revert to peacetime
procuction. Striking workers failed in their
artempts w win higher wages, a shorer workday,
and a six-day workweck. Farmers wawched the
progperity of the war years dissolve in the economic
recession. Crop prices plummeted downward, yet
the cost of farming skyrocketed with inflation.
Alricar-American veterans returned to a nation that
ignored their wartime service and sacrifice. Racial
tensions escalated as white veterans returned to
reclaim their jobs from the Alrican-Americans who
had migrated North for work during the war.

*Ike’s response to his selection for the Command sand
Ceeneral Sl School at Fort Leavenwaonh.

Drry, Powion, Covnersr

Ruesgia’s Commuinist Hevolution of 1917 and the
subseauent Civil War of 1918=1920 laid the
groundwork for a "Red Scare™ in the United States
in the carly 19205, Striking workers and a handful
al terrorist bombings prompted fears of a
communist akeover. Ideas and people that were
dillerent fostered a climate of growing suspicion.
Few Americans objected as the government
rounded up thousands of alleged anarchists and
communisis in cities throughout the nation,
deporting hundreds without the benelit of a trial.
Immigrants from southern and castern Europe were
casy largets for discrimination and persecution.
Immigraton quotas were set by Congress in 1921
and tightened in 1924, Immigration from southern
and castern Europe was severcly limited, and Asian
immigration was stopped altogether.

[Despite the postwar recession, the nation was
so0n back on its feet. [t was an amazing cra of
technological invention that introduced a higher
standard of lving, Amernicans, eager to live the
*good life,” bought what they wanted on credit. The
“scrimp and save” philosophy preached by their
parenis’ gencration held no appeal for voung
people who equated social status with material
[PORRERSIONS,

Before the war, just 20 percent of American
homes were elecirified. By 1930, fully 70 percent
were wired, Americans began a national buving
frengy, purchasing refrigerators, washing machines,
vacuum cleaners, sewing machines, irons, and
toasters. Wristwatches, book matches, dry ice, Pyrex
cookware, cellophane, and easy-care, synthetic
fabrics like rayon made everyday life easier and
rare comvenient than ever before.

However, by far, it was the automohile that
woild revolutionize American culture. In 1900 they
numbered a mere 4000, Then Henry Ford

introduced the assembly line and interchangeable

The Eisenhower Foundation £ 2000



parts 1o the industry. By 19249, there were 4.8
million automobiles in the United States. A Moddel
T that had cost 5400 in 1914 could be purchased for
3260 in 1924, For the first time, the middle class
could afford an automobile, and, should ihe Family
Badget tighuen, clothing and food was sacrificed o
make the car payment. Young people now “went
out” on dates in cars, and parents worried about
reckless driving and the evil temptations of the
rumibile seal.

In 1920, many American “highways” were
nothing more than rutted wails, dusty when dry aned
virtually impassable following a rain. Paved
highways became an instant national priority, and
roadside restaurants and motels appeared
overnight. Cars, highways, and rolley lines spurred
a rush e the suburbs, Consuruction of schools,
churches, and buginesses soon lollowed.

The younger generation viewed prewar values as
old-fashioned and rgid. They were eager 1o
experiment with new social freedoms. Victorian
maothers were aghast at their "Flapper™ daughters'
dress and behavior, Sleeveless, clingy dresses and
fesh-colored stockings that bared legs to the knee
shocked Victorian sensibilitics. Young women
applicd make-up and painted their lips bright red as
only actresses and prostitutes had dared before.
They took up slang, smoking, drinking alcohol, and
kissing their dates, When close dancing became
[ashionable, local ordinances were enacied,
requiring that swaying couples be separated by a
least six inches. Young people threw themselves into
the latest fuds and crazes from flagpole sitting,
dance marathons, and goldfish eating to the game
of mah-jongg and crossword puzele books,

Small town inhabitants and rural Americans
were shocked at the new standards of social
behavior which they judged to be immaoral and a
serious threat wo traditional values. In reaction,
organized religion enjoyed a renewed popularity as
small-lovm Americans locked o revival meetings,
bought books on religious topics, and atended
church socials,

Avlvances in communications in the twentics
created a “national culture” that was hungry For a

Py, Fowor, Coverny

new kind of American hero, Baschall's George
Herman “Babe™ Ruth, the "Sultan of Swat,” was
wildly popidar when he set a record for G0
homerins in a season. American had an
unguenchable thicst for sports heroes such as Jack
Dempscy, Helen Wills, Barney Oldfield, and
Gertrude Ederle. The mewie star, a uniguely
American hero figure, was born when movie moguls
realized that stars brought in a box office bonanz.
By Iar, the greatest hero of the age was Charles
Lindbergh, "Lucky Lindy,” the handsome young
aviator who piloted his airplane, the *Spifc of 5.
Loatis,” nonstop across the Atlantic in 1927,

Popular entertainment flourished in the decade
lollowing World War 1. Jazz, an original American
music style, began in New Orleans and spread north
1o Chicago, Kansas Ciry, and New York’s Harlem
district, (leder Americans clung 1o the music of
their vouth and condemned the saxophone as a
threal wo the virtue of young women. New dances
emerged o accompany the jaez sound: the Cake-
Walk, the Bunny Hop, the Turkey Trot, the
Charleston, and the Black Bottom, among them.

Americans packed theaters to see their Tvorite
stars in adventure films, romantic dramas, and
westerns, When The fozz Singer debuted on October
6, 1927, "ralkies” replaced silent movies. Radio
captured a national audience when Detroits Wwj
brosdesst For dhe Orst tme on August 20, 1920, A
lew months kuer, on November 2, Americans tuned
in o KDKA, Pinsburgh, o follow the presidential
clection, By 1930, more than 30 percent of
American homes had a radio. No longer did
Americans retire to the front porch after supper;
instead, they gathered around the radio to hear
their fwvorite music, news, sports, and comedy
shows,

For good or [or bad, American culture had been
ransformed as a result of World War 1. For many
“modern” Americans, the Victorian values of the
nineteenth century were left behind as voung
people redefined the standards of success, behavior,
dress, and entertainment.
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DWIGHT D. EISENHOWER: 1919—1927
THE WATERSHED YEARS

n the decade following World War I, neither

the country nor Dwight D, Eizsenhower would
ever return o life as it bad been, These were the
“Watershed Years,” a period of exhilaration and
accomplishment and, in Eizsenhower's own words, it
was the time of the “greatest disappointment and
tragecdy of my life.”

By March of 1919, the United Stares was rapidly
gearing down from the war. lke had returned to
Camp Meade where he continued to work on
demohilization. There was no housing available for
families so Mamie and Tkky continued 1o live with
Mamie’s parents, the Douds. Tke was bored and
restless. To help pass the time, he organized a night
school for soldiers and, on weekends, spent his time
at arget practice.

There is a cyclical career path for officers of the
peacetime Army: a staff assipnment, followed by
schooling, and then service with troops. The's
assignments after the war roughly followed this
pattern with a special emphasis on schooling. While
stationed at Camp Meade, he trversed the country
with the Transcontinental Motor Convoy as an
official tank corps observer and graduated from the
Infanty’s Tank School, Then his orders sent hin woe
Panama, where he mamred under the melage of
Brigadier General Fox Conner.  Interim
assignments at Camp Meade and Fr. Logan,
Colorado, were [ollowed by an appoinument to the
prestgious Command and General Siall School an
Fi. Leavenworth, Eansas. Finally, he was stationed
briefly at Ft. Benning again, this time happily
commanding troops, when Fox Conner would, once
more, open doors of opportunity for his protégé,

These were vears of intelleciual challenge and
great adventure for lke, From July 6 to September
6, 1919, he traveled with the Transcontinental
Motor Convoy from Washington, ILC. to San
Francisco. Following a route that often was no
more than wagon ruts, the convoy wound its way
across the country at six miles an hour. In between
daily repairs and near disasters, Tke and his
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comrades managed to find time for practical jokes
and 1o @ke in the great geographical panorama of
the American West.

In the auwummn of 1919, Dwight D. Eisenhower
and Ceorge Patton met for the fivst time at Camp
Meade, Despite marked differences in backgroumnd
and personality, “Georgie” and [ke Decame Fast
fricnds, Both were West Point graduates, avid
foothall fans, and enthusiastic about the tank as the
weapon of the fumre. When not conducting
cxpenments with tanks, they rode horseback,
practiced pistol shooting, and played poker. It was
Patton who armanged for General Fox Conner and
Ike to meet in the autumn of 1920, When Conner
receved orders for the Panama Canal Zone in late
1921, it was Ike whom he requested for his
execntive officer.

The past year had been grief filled for Tke
because of the sudden death of his son, Tkky.
Further, Ike was in the process of defending himsclf
against a serions charge that threatened to end his
military eareer. Orders sending him to Panama,
under the command of General Fox Conner, were
both a Blessing and a new bepinning.

Conner took Ike under his wing and rekindled
his enthusiasm for life and learning. With Conner
ag his teacher, Tke began a serious study of history,
military science, political science, and philosophy.
In the dry season, for up o eight hours a day, the
two men rode horseback through the rainforesis of
Panama, engaged in thoughtful discussions on
classic works like The Federalist and Cn Wae

It was Conner who gxp[uiluﬂ;l the inevitabilivy of
the coming world war o lke. “Tio win this war, he
cxplained, the United Seates would have to fight as
part of a multinational alliance. Further, [ke should
do everything possible to place himself under the
command of Colonel George Catlett Marshall, a
man Lonner n:g:n'-ch,:u;l As & genius,

When Tke's Distinguished Service Medal was
awarded in October 1922 3§ was Fox Conner who
pinned it to his chest. In a 1924 efficency report
Conner had the highest praise for Tke,

recommending that he be selected for the
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Command and General Siaff Sehool at Fro
Leavenworth, Kansas. At the tme, The did not
realize it, but Fox Conner had prepared him well
for the intellectual rigor and pressure of the school.
As well, Conner was working, behind-thescenes, o
ensure that Ike would be in a position wo ake
advantage of an opening at the Leavenworth school.

As a student at Command and General Staff
School, Eisenhower was in competition with 244
of the best oflicers in the US. Army. The course
work was designed 1o identify the brightest students
who could handle intense pressure. Tke's study
partner was a good friend from the early days at Fo
Sam—Leonard *Gee” Gerow. In October 1925,
Eisenhower was fourteenth in his class, but by
graduation day, in June 1926, he graduated first
with “Gee™ only a fraction of a percentage behind him.

Ike’s personal life was a rollercoaster of highs
and lows during this period. In September 1919,
Mamie moved into an apartment close to Camp
Meade. Ikky had to remain behind with his
grandparents because of the poor condition of the
apartment. Mamie rarely saw her hushand and the
loncliness of the cramped and dingy rooms was
more than she could bear. Within a month, Mamie
was back in Denver

By August 1920, both Mamie and Ikky were
united with Ike. Family life was nearly perfect. Ike
wis an allectionate and dn!ing father, and Ikky was
an irresistible child. The men of the Tank Corps
adopted Ikky as their mascor and outfined him with
hiz own miniature uniform and overcoat, Each
afternoon, he went with his father to foothall
practice, where he stood at attention and saluted as
the colors passed by,

When Ikky fell sick just before Christmas 1920,
he was diagnosed with scarlet fever. He was placed
in the hospital, in quarantine. Mamie was sick and
hedridden. Tke kept vigil over his sick child by
pulling himself up on the window ledge autside
Ikky's room. There was nothing anvone could do
but wait and hope. On January 2, 1921, art the age
of three, Doud Dwight Eisenhower died, Grief-
siricken, his parents took his body back w Denver

oy, L ovor, Covvray

1o be buried alongside Mamie's two sisters who had
died in adolescence.

One year later as they arrived in Panama, both
Mamie and Ike were deeply depressed over the loss
of Ikky, and their marriage was adrift. The two-
story, metal-roofed house they moved into was a
mildewed shack on stilts, and nothing kept out the
rats, bats, and cockroaches. Virginia Conner
showed Mamie how to make the house livable, she
lent a ssmpathetic ear, and she encouraged Mamie
o iake beter care of her health and appearance.

Early in the summer of 1922, Mamie returned 1o
Denver to await the birth of their second child. On
August 3, Ike was there when John Sheldon Doud
Eisenhower was born. His birth was a joyous cvent
that allowed his parents 1o focus on the future
instead of their pain. When “Johnny” was two
months old, Mamie retumed to Panama with her
som and a nurse hired by the Douds. Every
precaution would be aken o ensure the safety and
health of their newhbor,

In the summer of 1926, all six Eisenhower
brothers assembled for a three-day family reunion
in Abilene. Ida was thrilled to have her bovs home
again. Tke hadjust graduated first in his class from
CGSS; Arthur was a banker in Kansas City; Edgar, an
attorney in Washingion siate; Roy, a pharmacist in
Junction City, Kansas; Earl, an electrical engineer in
Pennsylvania; and Milton was the Assistant Secretary
of Agriculture in Washington, D.C. The Eisenhower
boys from Abilene’s Southside had made something
of themselves in a big way. And, just in case
Abilene’s citizens had not yet noticed, all six
marched uptown on Buckeye Avenue, arm in arm,
in a display that the locals later christened “The Big
Parade of 1926."

Recommended Readings from A8 Fase: Stories T Tl o
Friends 156-204,
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Daily Log, The Transcontinental Motor Convoy, 1919

- 2 e I ]

+ormry B
wns 5 =11-
Lo Q ©
At 9:30 s.m. 1% was raining oteedily and roed wng besomil
vary sliprery. < mi. weat of Cozad Clasa B +4T905 akidd
off the road inkto shellow diteoh ond was led out by
Clasas B #414673 at 10:30 a.m. Llsak #5148) onryyl traator,
want Inta ditch nearby and wns recovered by iack akexni th
Shop #4. Militor rescued 4 Olase E's from the diteh., Iates
Hilitor skldded intg the ditoh &nd woa buried slmost to the
frames in "gumboe™ but wae extrioated by the orew wilthout
asgistonce in E hrs. 25 trucke skidded inte the diteh dur-
ing doy. Very apparent £ll trucks should be squipped with
.ehaina for front fhoeols as well as rear. o wosk bridges
reinforced before Convoy pasded over. Heln and sool. Hoads
b‘:a E-un. Made 20 mi. im 10§ Era. Arrived Cothanburg,
a W Pl =

Aug, 3 Departed Gothenburg, T:50 a.m. During morning troota
had &11 12 = neerd trucke to tow &t onge, and ot poothor
time towed 3 B; 1 Alker and 1 Cleso B for 28 or 3 milcm.
Alpo towed one Mack T mlles into camp. With the exeeptlon
af the Engineers’ truele and the ¥F.W.D.'®s, the kiliter
towad avery truock in the Convey &t leant onoe during Lhe
day, At opne time, 9 trucks ohained ethor were unable to
move under thelr own power, and the Hilitoer pulled thom
thra . Mrsk was ueed twias during ths day, onas te

ho Kiliteor .‘ut-Bﬂ.:I; out af o -ﬁalp aitoh I:I.t-n whioh Lt

pull
ulil. u!.l & O&E8 o hove sani cleernod out
sirerives, O, e b o i £

li‘l'"lt'j" H‘l.l-ul burned out conmeating rod 'hlﬂ-l'.‘.‘l.na'
undsr Uaok ochains made them tighten wup and sprung tnraim
roda, Cloudy snd ocol. GHoads pendy, so=e quicksand.
Hado 34 mi, in 9§ hre, drrived North Flatte,Hebr. B:15 p.m.

| Aug. & Horth Flatte, rent periocd. Foroed to suspend movemaent
for 24 hre. and resaln hore, owing to many little meghanical
&d justmontes which hod become necosoary through the heavy
work of the trucks during the last two days. Convoy re-
crganized under the directlon of Lt. Col. Sheppard, K.T.0.

A1l vehleles thoroughly lubrioated.

dug. B Departed Horth Flatte, &6:30 a,m, 9 mi, west (lazs B
pechine Shop #414319 sank in sandy rond and weo mﬂl-&ﬂ. out
by 3 Clesa B'9. Ooe mile beyind Clags B 48043 sank In
goft sand, both right wheels and Alflerentisl hlimhﬂuﬂ..
After five wnosussessdul attempis, this truck was
regoued by tho combined effcrte of the Hllitor and the Lrao=
texr, the cargoe hav first beon removed.  4ll trucks, &x-
gept the F.U.D."s and acae of the Claes A trucks had %o be
palled thro this 200 yd. strefch of guickacnd. The Jilitex
handled 16 trusks, the Traster 10, mad In B instoenood the
coabined efforta of bobth Eilitor &nd Tractor Wore Tequired.
Twliay 7 hre, 20 =in, 6 emall bridges were domaged during. doy.
Botwoon Paxrton end Hoseos 2 emaller pnnd holes wars ensoumt-
ered, one on an up=grode, the ¥.W.D.'s and Lilitoer cnly golng

throurh wnaseisted. OCivilien muftomoblle ran Intoe Mack
#61488, 8 mi: onst of Qsollalo. XHair and warm.

il

Dasrumien coires Fraeslomer Lilnan

b - ':.’ - i o
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1919 Transcontinental Motor Convoy, cont.

Heads soft, sapdy gumbo. Made 63 mi. in 164 hre. Jarrived
Opgellale, Hebr. 11 p.m.

dug. & Doparted Ogallals, 7:50 a.m. Olaoe B M14672 started
out with lesky redistor tube, B0 mi. wesat of Ogallala ot
10:15 &.m, Hoek $51481 got stusk om sendy hill, =
Biker A1 5011 atteupted to tow lack over the top but failod.
Trootor wae thea unloaded cnd Lncks @i, @0 and pELGSL towad
over thres oand hills. alkers towed soeh other. F.O. D "a
mads it on Znd apesd, then towed Pockard over the top,
which, in turn, belndd enather Paskurd thru soft epot noar
top of grode. 'Then & or more truskes were alsinaed together
and pnegotintod the sand in that woy. F.0.0. 410766 bmoked
gne Clase B put of amall #and hole at bottom of hill sand thon
mads this bad sandy hill in £nd pg;;ﬂ, el B-wheel kitchen
traller. A Clags truek tried 2 hill with another
R-mheel kitchen trodler, but falled to make it. Lilitor
pulled 10 trucks thru this sond hole. Comped in epen field
ettt of Dig Jorlnge, where Hed Cross Cantesn dervice Turnished
leoontds cnd clesrotten. Capt. Gurvine reported for dualy as
begs Officer. Felir cod werm. Felr sendy rocdsn. kade LE miles
in & hya., 4Arrived Dig Jpringt, debr. 1:30 p.m.

Avg. T Departed Blg Jpeings, $:50 .8, 0o mdle Ifrom cuap
Wnite Staff (beervetienm Cor JLLIO0N ked to otop ob mecount
ansine missing badly, deas to 4irty sperk plus, Otherwlide
ne meahanigcol or road trouvbles watil Clase B pdlddT8 had volve
troukle & miles weet of Mx Station and motor vae found $o be
hot. LUuffler was removed at thie podnt, Just og thiz truex
pulled inte ocamp, the Bealisn buwret inte flames at the lower
right front corner, belleved %o bte dve to ligunted cigerette
bett, carelessly tofted ifato Ledy. There wes no fire ox-
tinguither on this trwck, tut Zyrened from other commizeary
trusks were wsed to extinguish the flowmes, The paulin und
gome perzonol elffects of the men were destroyed, but The corgo
congifting of comsisesry stares, woe svel. Yhe body =6
elightly Boorsched. Dearegcmnel entertained ot luncheon by
Unfion Pacilie amd COemmerciel Hotela in Sidney. One trusk
damoped & sheet stesl drein culwert. Hein ofcrm ater Conwoy
want inte goasp in Pair Grounds, southeast of Himboll. Good
location and irrigetion ditoch ]lﬁﬂlil_l.ﬁs:hru furnished oatning
water. Commarcial Club peve dinoer co for officers a%

| the Wheat Orewers Hotel. MHalr énd woro. ©Good grevel roada. .

I Usde BS milee In 11 1/6 hrs. Arrived Kimbell, Hebr. 5:40 p.m.

Aog, &8 _ Dypparted Kimball, &:30 s.m. A% Bushnell kacks #5148
and ¢5148% and Riker #415011 had somo Qifficulty in megotint-
ing soft gand under rallroed bridge, but od to pull them-
gelves thru. Heevy rains durlpg night had soltened roed In
12 nlaces, Olasa B #414675 broke walve tappet roller. Enter-
od Cheyemne in & driving redn of om hour's duration, Tallowed
bty clearing and much lower temperafure, Which made overgooats
neaessary to comfort. The effect of altitudes ewoseding HODOT
vory noticeable in conngetion with the starting end cperstion

[ETT pea ?1

T
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The Transcontinental Motor Convoy, 1919
Photograph #81-17-14

Flvoto couriowy Escnlhasser Lilieary

Dwight D. Eisenhower and friend, Sereno Brett
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Memo to Adjutant General of the Army, 1922
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Bl., FIRST TAME CROTE, Qsnp Meade, Mdy, 9 Jar 1922 = To 00, Tank Schoal,

T T T e,
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HEADQUARTERS, TTTH TANK BATT.
Camr Means, Masviaso
Janwary T, 1822,
FROM: Major D. Dy Elserhower, Infantry, (Taries)
: The Adjutert General of the drmy, Washingtes, D. €.
{tru )
ESUBECT: Changs of Btation,
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Camp Gaillard, Panama, 1922-1924
Photograph #68-143

Fhasa coainesy Elsenhawer Lilrary
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Command and General Staff School, 1926

Fort Leavenworth, Kansas

THE GENERAL SERYICE SCHOOLS

I8 Jums, 1084,

SuesEcT: Class Standing.
Te: t2jor Jwicht D. Eisenhower, Inf.,

The Commandant directs that you be informed
that your final standing in the Command and Gen-

sumber .1 ___: the percentage sttained by you
is 790079 par cont.

For your imformation, your standing by months
is given below:

October oo " L S

November ......3_____.

December ... 3o.....

JANUATY . nemeao L+ S

Febroary .2

March Sty AT

April ... =

= N L

. O. Puzow,

Liewtenant Colonel, Cavalry (D.0.L.),
Secrelary.

18—G. 8. Bcba. Fort Latvenworth—_-30-3—558

|
| : i T T

DM umeni svuricsy Eaenhesere Lilerary
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The Washington Years:
“‘ Eﬂ' r}g; Eﬂ@arﬁnenfﬂwsﬂ:%ufenhm (y@u tly fﬁéma{w fo wrm )

- .. Just when this depression and this pessiminm will
cease wo one can foretell . . .. Bul mght now { am
going fo make one prediciion.  Things are nol going to
fake an wpturn wriil wmore poer is centered in one
man s hands. Ounly in that way well confidence be
insfrirved; will it be possible to do some af the olnrious
things for speeding vecovery, and will we be freed from
the pernicious tnfTtuence of noisy and selfish minorifies.

Devight I, Eisenh
February 28, 1933

j wans an illusion that the “Good Times™ rolled
on through the late 1920s. There were signs of
problems in the economy [or those who wished to
see them. By 1928, the auto, steel, mbber, glass,
and housing industries were experiencing a slow
down. Unsold consumer goods began 1o fill
warchouses. Americans had stretched their budgets
to the breaking point with too many monthly
payments. Seventy percent of all Americans made
less than $2500 a vear, living paveheck to paycheck,
and 80 percent had no savings to tide them over in
bad times. Life for farm Families had not improved
through the decade. Farmers began to defaalt on
loans and lose their larnms. I tom, rural banks
began to fail.

A belief that anvone could become rich
continued to spur Americans to buy stocks on which
they expected the value to continue 10 rise.
Ordinary Americans bought “on margin,™ meaning
that they paid only 10 o 50 cenits on the dollar
while the rest was bought with borrowed money.
This was risky because creditors could demand that
borrowers pay a percentage on the loan at any time.

In 1995, the value of all stocks was 257 hillion
dollars, but by October 1929, that number had
soared to 87 billion. From March 1o September of
that vear, stock prices gyrated erratically,
falling scriously on October 23, The next day, there

e, %’m Covwray

was a selling frenzy, and, on October 2%, 1924,
“Black Tuesday,” the stock market began a free-fall
thant Lasted well inte November, For most
Americans, the impact of the crash was not felr
immediately; however, by 1931 and 1932, hard times
had come to America,

The Depression deepened because people did
ot have money o buy goods, Faclories then closed
down, leaving even more Americans jobless and
without money to buy, And o the downward spiral
continued. By 1932, nearly 13 million American
workers (25%) were unemploved. City banks were
now i trouble becanse nisinesses and fotories
could not pay back loans, In a panie, depasitors
rushed o withdrmaw their savings lrom banks, only o
find that their accounis were empty. Ina lew vears
tirmes, 5,500 banks failed,

Americans continued o lose their jobs, When
they could not make their monthly payments, they
lost their household appliances, cars, and, linally,
their homes. Finding another job was nearly
impaossible. And, for those who did, to earn 15 cents
an howr was not unheard of. Wage earners beman o
daubi their abilines and blamed themselves, all the
while feeling embarrassed and humiliated that they
could not provide for their Bumilies.

America'’s poorest funilies were hit hardest, and
many became homeless drfters, In the South,
landowners evicted tenant Garmers and
sharecroppers. Growing children, especially,
suffered from the effects of malmurition and
disease. Because of the social stigma attached o
accepting help, many people were ashamed 1o apply
for government relief, receive charity, or ask family
or frends for assistance.,

Americans did whatever they had 1o do in order

to survive. Families moved in together, and wives
and children went to work if they could find a job,

The Eisenhower Foundation & 300



Piano boxes, old car bodies, abandoned railroad
cars, and condemned buildings became homes.
Communities of shacks ealled “Shantytowns™ sprang
up on the outskirs of American cities, People
tacked together cardboard, tarpaper, orange crales,
and serap lumber for shelier, To mock the
President that they felt had abandoned them; they
christened their shacks, “Hoovervilles.™

Rural families that still had their land were
better off than city dwellers. They planted “relief
gardens” and gathered berries, dandelions, and
other wild plams 1o eat. Stale bread could be
bought ar three cents a loaf, and, often, was
purchased with borrowed money. In the cities,
people begged, dug lor Tood in garbage cans, and
sold pencils or apples on the streets.

Many Americans were generous in helping
others. Families who had very linle ook from their
own meager resources to help those worse off.
Churches and other charitable organizations sct up
soup kitchens and breadlines. Beggars who
appeared at the back door were handed a plate of
food or brought into the kitchen o cat. Sll, it was
not unusual for Gunilies o go without meals.

The Great Depression spawned an army of a
million homeless drifters called "holyoes.”  To gei
from place w place, they “rode the mails,” sneaking
inte boxcars or riding on top of them.  Most were
men and bovs, but girls and women, disguising
themselves in men's clothing, were also hobos,
More than 250,008 weenagers left home w join these
drafers. Often their Bamilies could no mke care of
them, or they came from broken or abusive homes.

In 1930, Grming conditions in the Great Plains
worsened as a severe drought setin, In the second
half of the mineteenth century, the steel plow, the
wintelmill, amed Barbed wire had ransformed millions
of acres of native prairie into frmland. Afier World
War L, farm prices fell. and farmers plowed under
millions more acres, strugeling o make a prolin
From 1930 unul 1937, the drought continued,
Swrong winds picked up the unprowected wopsoil,
carrving it in a “Black Blizeard™ 1o blanket cities in
the East. The Great Plains were covered with dunes
of sand and griny dirt that nearly buried farmhouses

oy, Wowor, (lonvrry
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aned barms. Sixty percent of Tarm Familics lost their
Tamd, andd 400,00 abandoned the Great Plains.
“Ohkies” from Oklahoma and “Arkies” from Arkansas
packed all they owned in an old car or truck ancd
headed for California to hecome migrant farm
workers,

Movies, once one of lifie's small pleasures, were
now a luxury for cash-surapped Americans.
Nenetheless, people seraped ogether enough
maoney when they could 1o escape their problems
al the movies, The Marx Brothers were popular
comedians, starring in the hit movies Animal
Crackers and Dk Seeh,. Musicals like The Golid
Priggevs of 1933 and gangster movies like Little Caear
packed in appreciative audiences. Mr Smith Goes lo
Washington and The Grapes of Wrath were blockbusuer
films with strong social messages that embraced
the ideas of kindness, generosity, and cooperation,
important values 1o help people survive the difficult
tines.

When he assumed the presidency in 1929,
Herbert Hoover was a much admired, self-made
mian. His response to the Great Depression was
consistent with his conservative political views amnd
prevailing cconomic wisdom, but, for most
Americans, it was oo lille and too late, Franklin
Delano Roosevelt's campaign song in 19352, “Happy
Days Are Here Again,” was what Americans were
desperate to believe, In his March 4, 1933,
imaugural speech, FDIR soothed their worry with the
words, . . . the only thing we have o fear is [ear
itscll.” Recovery was still years away and, in fact, it
wonld e Waorld War 11 that wonld jumpstart the
American economy. A weary people looked to their
new President for leadership, and what they saw
reflected was encergy, conlidence, enthusiasm, and the
“can do” American spirit. They dared to hope again.
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DWIGHT D. EISENHOWER: 1927—1935
THE WASHINGTON YEARS

xoept for a pleasant, one-year interlude in

France, the vears from 1927 to 1935 were the
“Washington Years” for Dwight I). Eisenhower. For
thee first time in his career, ke was able to leave
behind the increasingly distasteful extra duty as
football coach. It was an extraordinarily busy
period of his life that placed him on the inside track
of the nation's military and political establishment.
Here he was to become well acquainted with the
Washington social and political scene, observe the
processes of government, and meet the great men
of his day. Yer, by 1932, Tke yearned for duty with
troops again; he wonld have to wair a long eight
Years.

In January 1927, the Eisenhowers moved to
Washington, D.C. General john |. “Black Jack”™
Pershing, upon the recommendation of Fox
Conner, had chosen Tke to compile a gunidebook for
the American Battle Monuments Commission. The
Commission had been created o establish
cemeteries for American saldiers who had been
buried in France during World War 1 and to erect
monuments at major battle sites. American tourists
soon would be visiting the sites of the war in France
and a guidebook would be needed.

In less than seven months” tme, [ke oransformed
enonmous quantities of mw data into a very readable
252-page guidehook. General Pershing was very
pleased with Tke's work, and he wrote a lavish letter
of commendation to the Chief of Infantry. Tke was so
proud of the letter that he sent it home to his
parents. He felt confident that he was on his way up
the Army’s carcer ladder, and graduation from the
Army War College was an essential next step.

Finished with the guidebook, Ike entered the
Army War College in late summer, 1927, At 36 years
of age, Tke was one of the voungest officers ever
admitted oo the War College. Unlike Command
and General Staff School, the atmosphere at the
War College was a relaxed and collegial respite to
consider policy development at the highest levels of
the Army

Therry, Fomon, (ounrny

After graduating first in his class at the War
College, The was given a choice of assignments: a
position on the General Staff in Washington or a
chance to go to France to continue the work on the
American Battle Monument Commission
guidebook. Mamie made her preference cdlear-the
Fisenhowers would be going to France,

Mearly every day, Ike traveled through the
French countryside, driven by a French=-speaking
chaunffeur. His mission was to view the historic sites
of World War [ firsthand. A Fvorite pastime was o
stop along the road, sharing food and conversation
with French farmers and road workers. During his
vear in France, Ike absorbed a detailed knowledge
of the French countryside, of the road and railroad
systemns, and of the French people and their coliore,
All of this would prove invaluable to him later as
Supreme Allied Commander in World War 11

Returning to the United States in September
1929, Ike would spend the next six years as a staff
officer in the War Department. During the aummn
of 1920, he Amished his work Ffor the Amercan
Battle Monuments Commission. It was here that
ke first met Colonel George C. Marshall, the man
s0 respected by Fox Conner. 1t was a brief. but
tantalizing, encounter.

In Movember of that year, Tke was assigned 1o
the Office of the Assistant Secretary of War, e and
Colonel Gilbert Wilkes were given an assignment 1o
develop a plan that would effectively mobilize
American industry in the event of another war
Through his work, Tke met prominent businessmen
and industrialists that he would later call on during
World War II. In April 1930, he and Wilkes traveled
throughout California, southwest Texas, and
northern Mexico, investigating the guavule plant as
a possible substitute for Asian rubber. By March
1932, Tke's work was complele, and he began
working fulltime for the Army Chief of Staff,
General Douglas MacArthur

For three long vears, [ke wrote interminable
reports, letters, and speeches, Ofiien at his desk
twelve or more hours a day=sometimes seven days a
weck=Ike was bored and [rustrated. Tt seemed that
his career was at a standstill, and working for
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General MacArthur did nothing to disavow him ol
the notion. He longed [or challenging stadf work oy
an assignment with roops. Bul, MacArthur, who
wis growing dependent upon his very capable
assisant, had no dention of leting Tim go.

When MacArthur’s goner as Chief of Sl we up
in late 1934, he ashod The (o acoomipaany imy o the
Philippines. Hore MacAnhur would serve as a
miliary advisor to President-clect Manuel Chiecon.
ke did mog wani o go to the Pislippines nor work
Ffor MacArthur, T be fonnd it impassible 1o refuse,
Ax e prepaned w leave lor the Philippines in §49355,
ke grudgngly pronuscd imsell that this
assignment would not be long teom,

The: years lrom 1927 to 1935 were happy anis
[or the Eisenhower family. When The and Mamie
moved e Wishingnon, DO they ook onl a lease au
the Wyoming spariments near Dupont Circle, The's
olid Iriend “Geee™ Gerow and his wife, Batherine,
lived there oo, The Weoamings was within walking
tlistance of the State-War-Mavy boialding™ where 1ke
worked. But the vear the Eisenhowers lived in Paris,
from 1925 po 1929, was, by far, the happicst time for
theie,

I Bt Judy 1928, the Hisenhowers, including
voung ol who would celebrate his sxih avthelay
se aned Mamie's parenis, set sail for Frunee, They
fonnzud am spartment in Paris, locared on the Righe
Bank of the Seine Biver, close o Pont Mimbeaw, The
stisel Maimie even ok Frooch lesons, Manime was il
a serious student, bor ke was, and b was perpetaally
[rvstrsted witl his inadaiiny o speak or undoerstnd the
French kinguage. Son John, on the other T,
became Anent in French in their year abroad. Jotm
amal Tk Criened *Beo™ Florkan oficn accompanied {ke on
s trswvels through the French commuoyside. Mow amd
then, Manie cames alomng as well.

elvre retirnings 10 ihe Lnited States in

Sepiomber 1929, the Eiscnhowers and their fricnds,
the Grubers, took a 17-day road tip through

bpecenidy reisuned the Umaghe 1 Fiscnbower Execitmve
C0vces Feunilaling

L Y, 4
oy, Fromor, CotTry

I}wlgium, Crermiany, and Switzerland, When lke and
his Family returmed home in September 1929, the
American economy wis Juciuating crvatically, aned
the greaicst coonomic disaster in American hisiory
wiis weeks away

By 1932, the Gureal Depression haid worsened
considernbly, and millions of Awenicains were
without weork or hope,  Tke was Tormunate to have a
seecatres joby, although bis salary had been redwced Ty
20 percent. Flis job ar the War Departimuend
reguired civilian clothes, an adided expense on an
alrcady=tighe budper. John Doud, however, aiways
miziile siore that Mamiie biad o new cr aed prosidaoed
her with o moaied, wlhos desablexl as o cook, bor 5505
monil

Milton Eisenhoawer swood his wife, Helen, ved o
“l:l_l,hinglnnl s, angd, om Satedioy aficrnonns, both
Eisenbower Eomilies would garher w lisien (o Army
lserlzall games on the radio. Tn 19383, four of the
Fisenhower “bows™=Edgar. Miltan, Farl, and Te—Tarl
o o Gf mpr.u». in Washinguon, 100, Assessing his
brethiers’ onnward signs o mawcrial suceess, Hhe ol
that he, by comparison, was a Bilure. Yer when he
wis offered a civilian jolyal thiree maes bis Army
salary, he did ot haesitaoe ooteen i down.

“Cludy Eisenbower™ continned o D a puopsalar
spot for family and fiends, There were veekls card
parties where Mamic charmed her guests and
enteriained them at the Pi:lr:u. Tl Caeranws weere:
regular guests, and, o course, Milton and his wile
visited ofter. Milus imroduced his older hrother
s i man who was “going places” 1o his friends and
colleipsies in “:u_'qhi_ngtu;rp":. clive anner circle, [LI'H amn
meeting the ASvearold, sull “Major™ Eiscinhoawer,
they wonderci a Milton s pronouncement.

Recommneadosd Beselings Qoo Ad Baae Siorres | ied! fo
Friepeln: PLED-2FT0L
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Dwight D. Eisenhower’s Diary, 1929

Transcribed
F
Ve ¥

Sepkt. 24, 1929
=0F "ﬁuiuﬂir Mamia, Johnny and I lepdad at Hew York after

spending over a year Iin France with the Azmsrisan Battle Momu-
mants Commizaion.

My work during the year conmalsted malnly in studying
A=srican Battlefields, and preparing mooounts of Amerloan opera-
tlona theare.

This material 1a lntended as & partlal revision of a bask
=y Guides to the Amsrisan Battlallelds in Prance™, which I
assisted in compiling durdng 1827.

The yoar wes very laterssting to me, in spite of ths old
maldlah attituds &f my immsdiats superlor, the Sscrstery of the
Commiaslon.

I w3 not ao sucocessful as I should have bsen in consealing
my impatience with some of his imposaible ideas and methods of
oparating. However, we are good frienda == in splte of ths fact
that from the standpoint of plling up a perfect record in the
W. Do I wes oot saflfleclently suave amd flattering.

Other officsrs sarving in France on construstion werk for
the Coammlsalon were of very high ealibepr, particolarly Maj. W. b,
Styer, Corps of Englaeers,

I hops to Kesp im toush with him -=- ss he hes the gualities
to gorry hi= a long way == imn or‘out of the Aray.

Last night I drove from M. ¥. Clty to Washington between Lhe
hours of B:00 F. M. and 4:00 A. M, Wasz all alone and had nevar

been on that road belfoere on the othsr alde of Pennaville,

Darummeni cosmersy Fisenbamer Liliary
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DDE’s Diary, 1929, cont.

Mamie and Johnny came down by train with Kathryn Gerow,
who met us at the dock.
Capt. Skerry and his wife, friends of Styers, also met us --

so we had plenty of help getting out of the city.

Staying st Gerows temporarily, but expect to take an

apartment in the Wyoming.

I have a few little things to clean up for the Commission,

and will soon be available for duty with the Army -- much to my

delight, & h

November 9, 1929 NZigy >

I reported for duty in the office of Assistant Secretary
of War yesterday. Apparently I am to be ddirect assistant to
General Van Horn Moseley, and will spend my time principally on
studies connected with "Industrial Mobilization™. Except for
the fact that I do not like to live in a city I am particularly
pleased with this detall. The General is alert and energetic
and certainly enjoys a fine reputation for accomﬁlishment in
the Army, I am also looking forward to the opportunity of learn-
ing some thing about the economic and industrial conditions that
will ?robably prevail in this country in the event of a major war.

Gee and Ham (Majors Gerow and Haislip) are also on duty in

this office. Gee has been my best friend for years -- and he,
i Ham and I are very close. We all once served in the 19th Fort --
in Texase.
I think Maﬁie is glad to stay in Washington -- and of course.
; it's all the same to Johnny.

&I

Tt e T e i T i

Document courtesy Eisenhower Library
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The American Battle Monuments Commission, 1928
Photograph #62-289

P

Phasto couricsy Escnhower Lilrary

Compiling information for the ABMC guidebook,
United States monument on the Meuse River.
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The Bonus Army, 1932
Photograph #71-1010-5
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Brigader General Thomas ). Betts Oral History, 1973

Pages 50-31: BETTS: ... this is where 1 first mect The, becanse The st that timee was in the War
Department on the Battle Monuments caper. And he was in-but the Battle Monuments,
administratively, were under the Assistant Secretary of War, who was E Trubee Davison.
Well, they used Tke; Tke wrote Davison's annual report. And as mutual, paralleled,
annual reporters, why we got to know each other fairdy well. We didn "t have much
contact. But | wrote speeches for Trubee Davison, occasionally, too. 1 never knew why
or why not. Somebody would just say, *Well, the Assistant Secretary is going to address
the Gold Star Mothers, ® or something, “and he'd like o have a fifteen minate address.”
el sy, “OGKLT, aned I'd wonte ik Sometimes, 1 think Ike wrote them. 1 think that The=1'd
say we were both pursuing the same line of country,

BURG: Right. Probably a lictle difficult now, do vou suppose, to tell which one of vou did
what on some of that material?

BETTS: Yes, except that I had the feeling—well, I know that Ike wrote the Assistant
Secretary’s annual report. Because [ remember the only time 've ever seen any—at that

time=that’s the only time I'd ever scen any real levity.

BETTS: OF course, in those days the Assistant Secretary wasn'a very big shot anyway., They
always wanted 1o be at the Secretary, and the Secretary was [Parick J.] Pat Hurdey, who
was pursuing a very [lashy carcer, he hoped. He wasn't letting anybody clse alk il he
could get a chance to mlk. [Launghter]

BURG: Sure, sure. Now your judgment on Eisenhower at that period was that he was

pleasant enough.

BETTS: He was very pleasant, 1 thonght. He was very cool. [ mean not in the sense of
cold, but=he was not=he was a=poised is probably the word | want to say, he wasa
poised man. [ was struck with the fact that he never scemed to be in a great hurry
about anything; 1 mean, you'd ask him some question and he would deliberate a little
while before he would answer it. 1 got an impression that he was, he was quite self-
confident. Those, I would say are the salient poims; selfconfidence, a certain coolness
of approach; objectivity, perhaps, is the word.

BLURC: Mot aloolness?

BETTS: No, not aloofness at all; oh, no, never. And always pleasant, always courteous.
And always willing to chat for a moment but never for any great length of time. [

mever=1 don't think I ever sat down with The and had a ball session.

BURCG: He was at that time a major?
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Pages 36-38: BETTS: He was a major.

BETTS: 1know he [Tke] had been o Leavenworth. And, 1 would say that he was respected
in the War Department. There was some slight talk about his being over ambitious;
there was slight comment along those lines. Plus, neither of us was on the General

Stall; we were not hrown-ins, we were just indians.
BURG: Yoes.
BETTS: We had-we didn’t have-we might serve the chiefs closely, but we, were not chiels

by any means. [Langhter] and I think we were both conscious of it

BURG: The comments that perhaps he was overly ambitious; what level would that have
come [rom, General? Would it have been coming from other captains? Would it have

been coming from even more junior officers; or, can you place it?

BETTS: 1 can't place it, except it was not high level, 1 mean no general officer, no colonel,

and I don't think any liewtenant colonel, ever mentioned Tke to me.
BURG: Uh-huh. But in this group of officers—

BETTS: The oflicers that I circulated in=it was not stated with any malice or even great
disapproval; 1 mean, ambitious officers are not badly regarded in the ammy, but people
Just scemed to be impressed with the fact that he wanted to go a long way.

BURCG: And what was their evidence for that thought, General? Did you ever hear anyone sayr
BETTS: Mo, I never heard.

BURG: Mo one saving, “We know he's ambitious because look what he did here, or
what he said™?

BETTS: No, no, I never heard; it was all just sort of chit-chat.

BURG: Uh-huh. His standing at Leavenworth had been very high, number one in that
Leavenworth class,

BETTS: Yes,

BURG: That may have marked him in people’s minds as somebody who would go [up].
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Letter from Charles C. Herrick, 1935
to Dwight D. Eisenhower

|
: ™ ~
-
PREVIEWS |INCORFORATED }v v
dad MaDidSr AVEHMNUWUE -
b

HEW YORK CiTY

Tadapionss
Musray Ml #4380 Jupe 1B, LIGE.

iy dear Ike:

of Staff. I bawe conducted s great deal of investigation to make up =y
as to who the loglesl ooe sheuld be. I me freok to confess that in sy 1ist of
the clapp you sband Susber ons by a large margin,

If tiws and space permitted, I would bo glad
renjons for this declislon, but for the sakoe of beovity I might mention just
thesej your record at Leawveaworth, your poesent poslilon
the subject and, ln addition to ths professiceal qualitiess which I have jost
nemed; cestalin parsonal ts which raraly sccomproy the aforesontloasd vir-
h.-:,nn-l;m:hukuf » E0d abliity o *"Mix with ¥ings nor loao the
CUmmGn -

"o SETITID "HATMMEH

My only deslre In sending you this bock is that sose gumotation the
in comtained =y be the cause of cmbiribotling -uﬂ-;lyumnm-&mr

With kindest personal regords, ond mgein congratulating youo upen the
success with which you handled affeirs at the dinner; I em

"

Yery truly youra, "

Cliar

Charles G. Harrlak
M g

THE HATIONWNAL EEAL EETATE CLTARING HoUsE

[ R=1 -E=kz]

MEEEY (F TES RESL DFTATE BRARD OF SEW TOEE | s s T

s umeni « cuniesy Enendumer Lileay

] : 3 i
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Letter from Dwight D. Eisenhower, 1935

to Charles C. Herrick

Jume L4, 1935

L]

mh:t—i-mmm.m:wmm-ﬂrww

Eith cordial regard,

&S EVEDy

Drisimirnt eonuriesy Kioen berer Library
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