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U.S. President's Committee on Migratory Labor:  (Record Group 220), Records, 1938-66 
 

On August 26, 1954, President Eisenhower appointed this interdepartmental committee to 
investigate problems of migrant farm workers and recommend programs and legislation for 
improvement of their living and working conditions.  The collection consists of 103 boxes, or 
approximately 82,400 pages. 

 
EISENHOWER, Dwight D.:  Records as President (White House Central Files) - Official File 
 
 Box 137 OF 5-D  Immigration and Naturalization 
   OF 5-E  Board of Immigration Appeals 
  

Box 151-153 OF 8  State Department 
  

Box 162 OF 8-F Hill   Ambassadors & Ministers, Hill, Robert C. 
  

Box 165 OF 8-F White   Ambassadors & Ministers, White, Francis 
  

Box 334 OF 93  Joint Mexico-United States Defense Commission 
  

Box 634 OF 124-C  Migratory Labor (1)-(2) 
   OF 124-C  Migratory Labor, President's Committee on Migratory Labor 
  

Box 881-82 OF 204  Mexico (Government and Embassy of) (1)-(6) 
  

Box 923  OF 281  United States-Mexican Joint Migratory Labor Commission 
 
 Official File - Cross Reference Sheets  
 
 Box 104 OF 124-C Migratory Labor 
 
EISENHOWER, Dwight D.:  Records as President (White House Central Files) - General File 
 
 Box 968 GF 126-J  Migratory Labor (1)-(4) 
 
 General File - Cross Reference Sheets 
 
 Box 170 GF 126-J Migratory Labor 
 
 Alphabetical File 
 
 Box 3316 WETBACK & WETBACKS (ONLY) 
 
MITCHELL, James P.:  Papers 1953-61, 1964 
 

Box 7 1954-61 - Speeches by Secretary Mitchell (1) (2) ["Migrant Labor, The National 
Responsibility"] 

 
Box 36 1955 - Secretary's Personal File - Confidential - Miscellaneous (1) (2) 

[background information on Mexico; Mexican Farm Labor Program; insurance 
coverage of Mexican workers] 

 
 1955 - Secretary's Personal File - Confidential - Miscellaneous (1)-(3) 



 [minority group workers] 
 
Box 86 1959 - Administrative - Consultants (January-August) [ Mexican farm labor 

program; address by Mitchell, "The Farm Worker in America"] 
 
 1959 - Administrative - Consultants (September-December) [Mexican farm labor 

program] 
 
Box 102 1954 - Mexican Farm Labor [Congressional Hearings] 
 
 1955 - Mexican Labor Program (January-June) 
  
 1955 - Mexican Labor Program (July-December) 
 
Box 103 1960 - Mexican Farm Program - Migratory Station and Reception Center (1) (2)  

[A Management Survey] 
 
 1960 - Migratory Farm Workers (January-March (1) (2) [Public Law 78] 
 
 1960 - Migratory Farm Workers (April) (1) [Study of Minimum Wage for 

Agricultural Workers] 
 
Box 104 1960 - Migratory Farm Workers (April (2) 
 
 1960 - Migratory Farm Workers (May-June) (1) (2) 
 
 1960 - Migratory Farm Workers (July) (1) (2) 
 
Box 105 1960 - Migratory Farm Workers (August) (1) (2) 
 
 1960 - Migratory Farm Workers (September-January 1961) (1) (2) 
 
 1960 - Industrial Labor Importation [Immigration and Nationality Act] 
 
 
Box 131 1956 - President's Committee on Migratory Labor ["Solid Gains"] 
 
 1958 - President's Committee on Migratory Labor (January-May) [Migratory 

Labor Notes] 
 
 1958 - President's Committee on Migratory Labor (June-December) 
 
 1959 - President's Committee on Migratory Labor (January-April) 
 
Box 132 1959 - President's Committee on Migratory Labor (May-December) [working 

paper, Financing Migrant Health Services; Mid-American Conference on 
Migratory Labor] 

 
 1959 - Intra-departmental Committee on Migratory Labor - Department of Labor 

[Millard Cass, Chairman] 
 
 1960 - President's Committee on Migratory Labor (January-October) (1)(2) 

[Report of the President on Domestic Farm Labor; Report of the Ad Hoc 
Committee of the President's Committee on Migratory Labor on Disaster 
Programs for Migratory Farm Workers; executive order establishing the 



Committee; second progress report by the Cabinet Committee on Small 
Business, 1958] 

 
 1960 - President's Committee on Migratory Labor (November-December 15) 

[CBS television documentary, "Harvest of Shame"] 
 
 1960 - President's Committee on Migratory Labor (December 16) (1) (2) [public 

opinion on "Harvest of Shame"] 
 
Box 133 1960 President's Committee on Migratory Labor (December 17-31) (1) (2) [public 

opinion on "Harvest of Shame"] 
 
Box 139 1955- Labor Advisory Committee on Farm Labor - Department of Labor 
 
 1955 - Special Farm Labor Committee - Bureau of Employment Security - 

Department of Labor 
 
Box 141 1959 - Mexican Farm Labor Subcommittee - Bureau of Employment Security - 

Department of Labor 
 
Box 175 1959 - Congressional Committee on Labor and Public Welfare (May-December) 

[foreign workers] 
 
 
Box 176 1960 - Congressional Committee on Labor and Public Welfare (January-May) 

[migrant workers] 
 
 1960 - Congressional Committee on Labor and Public Welfare (June) [foreign 

worker program; migratory labor] 
 
 1960 - Congressional Committee on Labor and Public Welfare (July-December) 

[migratory labor] 
 
Box 178 1960 - Congressional Committee on Agriculture [Mexican farm labor] 
 
 1960 - Congressional Committee on Agriculture and Forestry [Mexican farm 

labor] 
 
 1960 - Congressional Committee on Appropriations [migratory farm labor] 
 
Box 181 1960 - National Legislation - Department of Labor Legislative Program (January-

March) (1)(2) [ minimum wage for agricultural workers] 
 
Box 184 1960 - National Legislation - Department of labor and Bureau of the Budget 

(September-October) (1)(2) [migratory labor] 
 
EISENHOWER, Dwight D.:  Papers as President (Ann Whitman File) 
 Administration Series 
 

Box 26 Mitchell, James P. 1959-61 (1) (2) [Accomplishments of the Department of labor 
1953-1961; Letter from Mitchell to DDE, 11/14/59] 

 
Box 39 White Sulphur (1)(2) ["wetbacks," migrant labor agreement] 

 
Cabinet Series 

 



 Box 3  Cabinet Meeting of February 26, 1954 
Cabinet Meeting of June 24, 1954 

   Cabinet Meeting of July 16, 1954 
  
 Box 4  Cabinet Meeting of December 10, 1954 

Cabinet Meeting of January 28, 1955 [includes Cabinet Paper, "Report on the 
'Wetback' and Bracero Programs"] 

 
 DDE Diary Series 
 
 Box 4  DDE Personal Diary Jan.-Nov. 1954 (2) [wetbacks] 

 
  

Legislative Meetings Series 
 
 Box 1  Legislative Leaders Meetings 1954 (1)(2) 
 
 Box 3  Legislative Leaders Meetings - 1960 (4) 
 
 
Dulles, John Foster:  Papers, 1951-59 
 
 JFD Chronological Series 
 
 Box 8  JOHN FOSTER DULLES Chronological July 1954 (1)-(7) [Mexican  

labor] 
  
 Telephone Conversation Series 
 
 Box 2  Telephone Memos (Excepting to and From White House) Jan 1, 1954 -  

Feb 1954 (1) [Herbert Brownell re Mexican labor] 
  
  
Hagerty, James C.:  Papers, 1952-1974 
 
 Box 1  Hagerty Diary June, 1954 [June 24-Migratory Labor] 
 
 Box 1a  Hagerty Diary March, 1955 [March 11-Mexico] 
 
Hobby, Oveta Culp:  Papers, 1952-55 
 
 Box 17  Asst. Secy. for Program Analysis - Migratory Labor 
 
 Box 40  May 17, 1954 - East Coast Migrant Conference, DHEW auditorium,  

Washington, D.C. - 10:00 to 10:15 a.m. 
  
 Box 46  Speech - Welcome to East Coast Migrant Conference DHEW Auditorium,  

Washington, D.C., Monday, May 17, 1954 10:00 a.m. 
 
Flemming, Arthur S.:  Papers, 1939-75 
 
 Box 126 NCCC:  General Correspondence [1961] [Migratory farm workers] 
 
 Box 132 NCCC:  Meeting: December 2-3, 1966 - Executive Committee and  

General Board (1)-(4) [season farm workers] 
 



 Box 134 NCCC: Miscellaneous June 1967 [Farm Workers] 
 
  

Box 135 NCCC: Miscellaneous April 1967 [California farm workers] 
 
   NCCC: Miscellaneous March 1967 [California farm workers] 
 
Wheeler, Clyde A.:  Papers, 1934-89 
 
 Box 13  Labor Committee (1)-(4) [farm laborers] 
 
Seaton, Fred A.:  Papers, 1900-72 
 
 Congressional Series 
 Box 2  S.1851 - Aliens, illegal entry (H.Res. 529) 2-5-52 
  

Box 3 S.2550 - (Some of the amendments introduced on this bill) [laws relating to 
immigration, naturalization and nationality] 5-22-52 (1)(2) 

 
Box 4 S.2550 - Immigration and Nationality Act (H.R. 5678) 5-22-52 (1)-(4) 
 
Box 6  S.3300 - Migratory Labor, Committee - left on Senate Calendar 6-6-52 
 
Box 13 S.1851 - Kilgore - to prevent aliens from entering or remaining in the U.S. illegally 

[7-13-51] 
 
 Box 17  S.2550 - Immigration and Nationality Bill [1-29-52] (1)-(3) 
 

S-2550 - McCarran - revision of immigration and nationality laws [1952] (1)-(8) 
 
 Box 18  X.2842 - Humphrey, others - Immigration and Nationality Act [3-12-52] 
 
 Box 20  S.3109 - [Special Migration Act of 1952] [5-5-52] 
 

S.3300 - Humphrey - Federal Committee on Migratory Labor [6-6-52] 
 

Box 22 H.R. 5678 - Immigration, Naturalization, Nationality, etc. (S.2550) (H. Res. 554) 
5-22-52 (1)-(3) 

 
Box 23 H.R. 6863 - Bureau of Customs, accommodations 5-12-52 
 
Ewald Research Files Series 
 
Box 13 Immigration (1) (2) 
 
 
 
 
Republican Party: 1960 Campaign 
 
Box 5 Campaign Issues--Labor and Business 
 
Box 7 Eisenhower Administration Accomplishments 
 

White House Office, Cabinet Secretariat:  Records, 1953-60 
 



 Box 10  Migratory Labor 
 
 Box 20  CI 12 [Bracero program] 
 
White House Office, Office of the Staff Secretary:  Records, 1952-61 
 
 L. Arthur Minnich Series 
 
 Box 1  The President (2) [Mexican border policy] 
 
White House Office:  Records Officer Reports to President on pending legislation (Bill File), 1953-61 
 
 Box 16  3/16/54  Amend title V--agricultural act of 1949  HJRes 355 
 
 Box 60  8/6/55  Amend Bankhead-Jones farm tenant act  S 1758 
  
 Box 89  8/3/56  Migrant farm workers  S 3391 
 
White House Conference on Children and Youth:  Records, 1930-70 
 
 Box 5  Texas (1)(2) 
  
 Box 125 Workgroups 207-210  Migrant Children & Youth 
 
 Box 143 Migrant Children's Fund, Inc. 
    

National Committee on Employment of Youth and National Child Labor 
Committee 

  
 Box 168 National Advisory Committee on Farm Labor 
 
 Box 170 National Child Labor Committee (1)-(5) 
 
 Box 190 Evaluative Report National Council on Agricultural Life and Labor 
 
  
 

Box 196 Migrant Workers  Agriculture Department 
   Migrant Workers  HEW - General 
   Migrant Workers  HEW Social Security 
   Migrant Workers  Labor (1)(2) 
   Migrant Workers - Miscellaneous 
   Migrant Workers  Non-Government (1)(2) 
 
 
White House Office, Office of the Press Secretary to the President:  Press releases with index, 1953-61 
 
 Box 19  December 1956 [James Mitchell press release, December 9] 
 
 Box 25  November 1960 [November 15 press release] 
 
 
Oral History Interviews: 
 

OH 154 Joseph Swing (U.S. Commissioner of Immigration and Naturalization, 1954-61) 



OH 125 Arthur Watkins (Senator, Utah, 1947-59; member 1959-60, and Chief 
Commissioner, 1960-68, Indian Claims Commission.) 

OH 157 #3 Herbert Brownell (Attorney General of the United States, 1953-57) 
 
 
Published Government Documents: 
 
Farm Labor Fact Book, U.S. Department of Labor, James P. Mitchell, Secretary, U.S. Government 
Printing Office, 1959.  [SuDoc L1.2  F22  c.2] 
 
Agricultural Workers and Workmen's Compensation, Department of Labor Bulletin 206, June 1959. 
[SuDoc  L16.3:206] 
 
State Migratory Labor Committees, Their Organization and Programs, Department of Labor Bulletin 
215, March 1960.  [SuDoc L16.3:215] 
 
Housing for Florida's Migrants, President's Committee on Migratory Labor, U.S. Department of Labor 
and the Florida Industrial Commission, August 1958.  [SuDoc L16.43:H81] 
 
Puerto Rican Farm Workers in Florida: Highlights of a Study, U.S. Department of Labor, June 1953. 
[SuDoc L7.2:P96/4] 
 
Puerto Rican Farm Workers in the Middle Atlantic States:  Highlights of a Study, U.S. Department of 
Labor, November 1954.  [SuDoc L7.2:P96/3] 
 
This is how...12 Camps for Migratory Workers in Agriculture Are Operated by Growers, Associations, 
Counties, U.S. Department of Labor, Bureau of Employment Security, Farm Placement Service, 1957 
(BES No. F-171) [SuDoc L7.61:F-171] 
 
 
 
Books: 
 
Operation Wetback: The Mass Deportation of Mexican Undocumented Workers in 1954 by Juan 
Ramon Garcia, Greenwood Press, Westport CT and London, England, 1980. 
 
The Eisenhower Administration and Operation Wetback, 1953-56:  A Case Study of the Development 
of a Federal Policy to Control Illegal Migration by Thomas Caloway Langham, University Microfilms 
International, Ann Arbor MI, 1984. 
 
The Bracero Policy Experiment:  U.S.-Mexican Responses to Mexican Labor Migration, 1942-1955, 
Part 1 and Part 2 by Garcia Y. Griego, University Microfilms International, Ann Arbor MI, 1988. 
 
Advising Ike:  The Memoirs of Attorney General Herbert Brownell by Herbert Brownell with John P. 
Burke, University Press of Kansas, Lawrence, 1993, p. 151. 
 
Foreign Relations of the United States (FRUS) 1952-1954, Volume IV: The American Republics, Edited 
by William Z. Slany, N. Stephen Kane, William F. Sanford, Jr, U.S. Government Printing Office, 
Washington, DC, 1983. 
 
FRUS 1955-1957, Volume VI:  American Republics: Multilateral; Mexico; Caribbean, Edited by John P. 
Glennon, N. Stephen Kane, Joan M. Lee, Delia Pitts, Sherrill B. Wells, U.S. Government Printing Office, 
Washington, DC, 1987. 
 



Maricopa County Migratory Farm Labor Housing Study, November 1-December 15, 1957, Employment 
Security Commission of Arizona, Arizona State Employment Service, Farm Placement Division 
Affiliated with United States Employment Service. 
 
East Coast Migratory Farm Labor Conference, October 9-10, 1958, Auditorium, Department of Health, 
Education and Welfare Building, Washington, DC. 
 
Proceedings, Western Interstate Conference on Migratory Labor, April 10-13, 1960, Phoenix, Arizona, 
The Council of State Governments, San Francisco, CA. 
 
Congress and the Nation 1945 - 1964: A Review of Government and Politics in the Postwar Years, 
Congressional Quarterly Service, Washington, DC, 1965, pp 758-760. 
 
Bracero Migration and the Mexican Economy, 1951-1964, by Howard Lloyd Campbell (microfilm) [MF 
C3481] 
 
Periodicals: 
 
"Bulge of Braceros at the Border: Mexican workers create pandemonium trying to get U.S. farm jobs," 
Life, February 15, 1954, pp. 26-29. 
 
"Extension of Migrant labor Agreement With Mexico," Department of State Bulletin, January 11, 1954, 
p.53. 
 
"U.S.-Mexican Agreement on Farm Labor," Department of State Bulletin, March 29, 1954, pp.467-468. 
 
"Wetback Flood," Newsweek, May 25, 1953, p.56. 
 
"The Wetbacks:  McCarran's Immigrants," by Gladwin Hill, The Nation, August 22, 1953, pp.151-152. 
 
"Children of Migrant Workers Pose a Problem for Schools," (editorial), Saturday Evening Post, May 28, 
1960, p.10. 
 
"Battle of Consciences," Time, September 21, 1959, p.28. 
 
"Migrant Workers," The New Republic, March 31, 1958, p.6. 
 
"An Army of Ill-Will Ambassadors," by Joseph P. Lyford, The New Republic, March 4, 1957, pp. 18-19. 
[A review of book, Strangers in Our Fields by Ernesto Galarza.] 
 
Excerpt from the Congressional Record, March 27, 1957, "Housing the Mexican Workers," The New 
Republic, April 8, 1957, p. 5. 
 
"Lowest of the Low," The New Republic, November 2, 1959, p.7. 
 
"U.S.-Mexican Agreement on Migratory Workers," Department of State Bulletin, April 25, 1955, p.701. 
 
"Mission to Migrants," Newsweek, February 17, 1958, p. 92. 
 
 
 
 
Audiovisual: 
 
EL-MP16-421   CBS Reports with Edward R. Murrow, "Harvest of Shame," November 1960 (on video) 
 



 
 
U.S. President's Committee on Migratory Labor: (Record Group 220), Records 1938-66  [entire box 
contains photographs] 
  

Box 98  Children, (Poor Child Care)--Migrant Labor 
   Children, (Nursery School, Education and Medical Care)--Migrant Labor 
   Children, (Child Labor)--Migrant Labor 
   Day Haul 
   Fields and Field Hands 
   General Topics--Migrant Labor 
   Housing, (Good Interior and Sanitation)--Migrant Labor 
   Housing, (Poor Exterior and Grounds)--Migrant Labor 
   Housing, (Good Exterior)--Migrant Labor 
   Housing, (Poor Interior)--Migrant Labor 
   Housing, (Poor Sanitation)--Migrant Labor 
   Recreation--Migrant Labor 
   Transportation--Migrant Labor 


