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Maryland Cancer Prevention, Education, Screening and Treatment Program
(CPEST) Mapper
The CPEST Mapper is a powerful new computer application developed by the Geographic Information Systems (GIS) unit of the Maryland Department of Health and Mental Hygiene (DHMH) Information Resources Management Administration (IRMA) and the Center for Cancer Surveillance and Control.  The CPEST Mapper is designed to help local health departments and DHMH staff:
· Visualize and analyze the cancer screening data contained in the CPEST Client Database (CDB)

· Assess the extent CPEST screening 

· Integrate information needed for decision-making

The CPEST Mapper builds on the strength of the CDB by adding a spatial component for analysis of Maryland’s cancer screening data.
Features

The CPEST Mapper utilizes GIS technology to integrate data that can be tied to a geographic location.  With this application, new types of data analyses are now possible by displaying different types of data “layers” on base maps.  The current pilot version of the CPEST Mapper includes de-identified colorectal cancer (CRC) screening data from the CDB.  
Users can generate maps of the cumulative number of CRC screening procedures performed, according to:
· procedure type (fecal occult blood test, sigmoidoscopy, colonoscopy)

· county or Zip code of client residence

· gender

· minority status

To further enhance the usability of the application for analyzing CPEST data, as well as for other needs, the following types of data are included in the application:  

· geographic boundaries (county, Zip code, census tract)

· facility locations (hospitals, gastroenterologists, health departments)

· infrastructure (expressways, highways, major cities)

· population data by census tract
By using a variety of tools within the application, the user can:

· display one or more of these “layers” of information on a base map

· query the data
· print maps and tables 
The CPEST Mapper platform (ArcIMS 9.1; ESRI, Redlands, CA) is an Internet Map Service designed for Web publishing and sharing of GIS maps and data.  The CPEST Mapper application is accessible via the DHMH Intranet, in a password-protected system.

Depending on user needs and feedback, future versions of the Mapper may be expanded to include:

· screening data for other types of cancer

· capability to map by screening provider location

· number of clients screened (in addition to number of procedures performed)

· screening rates (using census population data) 

· additional data sets

· other options, based on user needs/feedback 
For more information about the CPEST Mapper, please contact:

Carmela Groves

Chief, Surveillance and Evaluation Unit

Center for Cancer Surveillance and Control

(410) 767-2616

cgroves@dhmh.state.md.us 
Carolyn Poppell

Epidemiologist, Surveillance and Evaluation Unit
Center for Cancer Surveillance and Control

(410) 767-7842
cpoppell@dhmh.state.md.us
Rashid Malik

GIS Analyst

Information Resources Management Administration

(410) 767-1024

rmalik@dhmh.state.md.us
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