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Subpart A—General

§249.1 General purpose and scope.

(a) This part announces regulations
under which the Secretary of Agri-
culture shall carry out the Senior
Farmers’ Market Nutrition Program
(SFMNP). The purposes of the SFMNP
are to:

(1) Provide resources in the form of
fresh, nutritious, unprepared, locally
grown fruits, vegetables and herbs from
farmers’ markets, roadside stands, and
community supported agriculture
(CSA) programs to low-income seniors;

(2) Increase the domestic consump-
tion of agricultural commodities by ex-
panding or aiding in the expansion of
domestic farmers’ markets, roadside
stands, and CSAs; and

(3) Develop or aid in the development
of new and additional farmers’ mar-
kets, roadside stands, and CSAs.

(b) These goals will be accomplished
through payment of cash grants to ap-
proved State agencies. The SFMNP
shall be supplementary to the food
stamp program carried out under the
Food Stamp Act of 1977 (7 U.S.C. 2011,
et seq.), and to any other Federal or
State food or nutrition assistance pro-
gram under which foods are distributed
to needy families in lieu of food
stamps.

§249.2 Definitions.

For the purpose of this part and all
contracts, guidelines, instructions,
forms and other documents related
hereto, the term:

Administrative costs means those di-
rect and indirect costs (as defined in—
249.12(a)(1)(ii)), exclusive of food costs,
which State agencies determine to be
necessary to support SFMNP oper-
ations. Administrative costs include,
but are not limited to, the costs associ-
ated with administration and start-up;
the provision of nutrition education;
SFMNP coupon issuance; participant
education covering coupon redemption
procedures; eligibility determinations;
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outreach services; printing SFMNP
coupons, processing redeemed coupons,
and training farmers, market man-
agers, and/or farmers who operate CSA
programs on the food delivery system;
monitoring and reviewing program op-
erations; required reporting and rec-
ordkeeping; determining which local
sites will be utilized; recruiting and au-
thorizing farmers, farmers’ markets,
roadside stands, and/or CSA programs
to participate in the SFMNP; preparing
contracts for farmers, farmers’ mar-
kets, roadside stands, and/or CSA pro-
grams; developing a data processing
system for redemption and reconcili-
ation of coupons; designing program
training and informational materials;
and coordinating SFMNP implementa-
tion responsibilities between des-
ignated administering agencies.

Bulk purchase means a program
model in which bulk quantities of cer-
tain produce items, such as apples or
sweet potatoes, are purchased directly
from authorized farmers by the State
agency, and are then equitably divided
among and distributed directly to eli-
gible SFMNP participants, either at a
central distribution point (such as a
local senior center) or through some
type of home delivery network.

Community supported agriculture (CSA)
program means a program under which
a farmer or group of farmers grows
food for a group of shareholders (or
subscribers) who pledge to buy a por-
tion of the farmer’s crop(s) for that
season. State agencies may purchase
shares or subscribe to a community
supported agriculture program on be-
half of individual SFMNP participants.

Compliance buy means a covert, on-
site investigation in which a SFMNP
representative poses as a SFMNP par-
ticipant or authorized representative
and attempts to transact one or more
SFMNP coupons, or, in the case of CSA
programs, attempts to obtain eligible
foods purchased with SFMNP funds at
a distribution site.

Coupon means a check or other nego-
tiable financial instrument by which
benefits under the program are trans-
ferred to program participants.

Days means calendar days.

Department means the U.S. Depart-
ment of Agriculture.
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