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WE HAVE BEEN TALKING 
ABOUT DISSEMINATION 
FOR A VERY LONG TIME 

When the NCI was first authorized in 1937, 
Congress mandated that "NCI promote the 
useful application of research results." 
"The Cancer Control section of the National 
Cancer Act of 1971 is designed to ensure 
more rapid and effective communication of 
research results to medical practitioners and, 
as appropriate, to the general public..." 
In 1976, Don Fredrickson, then Director of 
NIH, addressed "the need to accelerate the 
transfer of new technology across the 
interface between the biomedical community 
and the health care community." 



Carcinogenesis as a Multi-stage Process*

Normal 
Cell

Initiated 
Cell

Preneoplastic
Lesion

Malignant
Tumor

Clinical
Cancer

Metast.
Disease

Initiation Promotion Conversion Progression

Support
& Follow-up

Cancer Communication as a Multi-Stage Process
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*Adapted from Shields PG, Harris CG. Principles of Carcinogenesis: Chemical. In: Devita VT, Hellman S, Rosenberg SA Cancer 
Principles & Practice of Oncology J.B. Lippencott Co. Philadelphia :1993.



THE DISCOVERY-DELIVERY CONTINUUM

DiscoveryDiscovery DevelopmentDevelopment DeliveryDelivery

How do we model partnership across the 
continuum?

How do we increase investment in the 
development to delivery process?



Bridging the Gap: A Synergistic Model
Getting Evidence-Based Cancer Control Interventions Into Practice

Science Push
Documenting, 
improving,
and communicating
the intervention for
wide population use

Delivery Capacity
Building the capacity  
of relevant systems to 
deliver the 
intervention

GOAL:  To increase the adoption, reach and impact of evidence-based cancer control

ULTIMATE GOAL:
Improve population  health

and well being

Market Pull/ 
Demand
Building a market
and demand for the
intervention

-based Increase the number of systems providing evidence cancer control
-Increase the number of practitioners providing evidence based cancer control

-Increase the number of individuals receiving evidence based cancer control

“Getting a new idea adopted, even when it has obvious advantages,
is often very difficult.” -- Everett Rogers,  Diffusion of Innovations



TTranslating RResearch into
IImproved OOutcomes (TRIOTRIO)

Use and communicate cancer and behavioral 
surveillance data to identify needs, track progress 
and motivate action.
Collaboratively develop tools for accessing, and 
promoting adoption of, evidence-based cancer 
control interventions.

Support regional and local partnerships to develop 
models for identifying infrastructure barriers, 
expanding capacity and integrating science into 
comprehensive cancer control planning and 
implementation.

























TRANSLATION

Evidence-based
Knowledge

“The transfer of evidenced-based
knowledge into routine

or representative practice”

Clinical
Practice

Glasgow, R SBM (2005) 26th Annual SBM Meeting, Symposium #22:
Disseminating Behavioral Medicine Research: Making the Translational Leap.



INTEGRATION

Explicit Evidence-
based Knowledge

Informed
Application

Tacit Clinical
and

Contextual 
Knowledge

“The informed combination of evidence-based
knowledge and local contextual knowledge

into community applications.”

Glasgow, R SBM (2005) 26th Annual SBM Meeting, Symposium #22:
Disseminating Behavioral Medicine Research: Making the Translational Leap.









http://cancercontrol.cancer.gov/d4d/



Proposed Framework For NCI               
Dissemination Activities
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“To him who devotes his life 
to science, nothing can give 

more happiness than 
increasing the 

number of discoveries, but 
his cup of joy is full when 
the results of his studies 

immediately find 
practical applications.”

~Louis Pasteur 

Our goal is to turn 
knowledge into applications 

that benefit people.


