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SUBCHAPTER A—ANIMAL WELFARE

PART 1—DEFINITION OF TERMS

AUTHORITY: 7 U.S.C. 2131–2159; 7 CFR 2.22, 
2.80, and 371.7.

§ 1.1 Definitions. 
For the purposes of this subchapter, 

unless the context otherwise requires, 
the following terms shall have the 
meanings assigned to them in this sec-
tion. The singular form shall also sig-
nify the plural and the masculine form 
shall also signify the feminine. Words 
undefined in the following paragraphs 
shall have the meaning attributed to 
them in general usage as reflected by 
definitions in a standard dictionary. 

AC Regional Director means a veteri-
narian or his designee, employed by 
APHIS, who is assigned by the Admin-
istrator to supervise and perform the 
official work of APHIS in a given State 
or States. As used in part 2 of this sub-
chapter, the AC Regional Director 
shall be deemed to be the person in 
charge of the official work of APHIS in 
the State in which the dealer, exhibi-
tor, research facility, intermediate 
handler, carrier, or operator of an auc-
tion sale has his principal place of busi-
ness. 

Act means the Act of August 24, 1966 
(Pub. L. 89–544), (commonly known as 
the Laboratory Animal Welfare Act), 
as amended by the Act of December 24, 
1970 (Pub. L. 91–579), (the Animal Wel-
fare Act of 1970), the Act of April 22, 
1976 (Pub. L. 94–279), (the Animal Wel-
fare Act of 1976), and the Act of Decem-
ber 23, 1985 (Pub. L. 99–198), (the Food 
Security Act of 1985), and as it may be 
subsequently amended. 

Activity means, for purposes of part 2, 
subpart C of this subchapter, those ele-
ments of research, testing, or teaching 
procedures that involve the care and 
use of animals. 

Administrative unit means the organi-
zational or management unit at the de-
partmental level of a research facility. 

Administrator means the Adminis-
trator of the Animal and Plant Health 
Inspection Service, U.S. Department of 
Agriculture, or any other official of the 
Animal and Plant Health Inspection 

Service to whom authority has been 
delegated to act in his stead. 

Ambient temperature means the air 
temperature surrounding the animal. 

Animal means any live or dead dog, 
cat, nonhuman primate, guinea pig, 
hamster, rabbit, or any other warm-
blooded animal, which is being used, or 
is intended for use for research, teach-
ing, testing, experimentation, or exhi-
bition purposes, or as a pet. This term 
excludes: Birds, rats of the genus 
Rattus and mice of the genus Mus bred 
for use in research, and horses not used 
for research purposes and other farm 
animals, such as, but not limited to 
livestock or poultry, used or intended 
for use as food or fiber, or livestock or 
poultry used or intended for use for im-
proving animal nutrition, breeding, 
management, or production efficiency, 
or for improving the quality of food or 
fiber. With respect to a dog, the term 
means all dogs, including those used 
for hunting, security, or breeding pur-
poses. 

Animal act means any performance of 
animals where such animals are 
trained to perform some behavior or 
action or are part of a show, perform-
ance, or exhibition. 

APHIS official means any person em-
ployed by the Department who is au-
thorized to perform a function under 
the Act and the regulations in 9 CFR 
parts 1, 2, and 3. 

Attending veterinarian means a person 
who has graduated from a veterinary 
school accredited by the American Vet-
erinary Medical Association’s Council 
on Education, or has a certificate 
issued by the American Veterinary 
Medical Association’s Education Com-
mission for Foreign Veterinary Grad-
uates, or has received equivalent for-
mal education as determined by the 
Administrator; has received training 
and/or experience in the care and man-
agement of the species being attended; 
and who has direct or delegated au-
thority for activities involving animals 
at a facility subject to the jurisdiction 
of the Secretary. 

Buffer area means that area in a pri-
mary enclosure for a swim-with-the-
dolphin program that is off-limits to 
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