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Department of Health and Human Services § 63.6 

Grants Officer, Office of the Assistant Sec-
retary for Planning and Evaluation, De-
partment of Health and Human Services, 
330 Independence Avenue, SW, Room 5027, 
Washington, DC 20201. 

§ 63.4 Cooperative arrangements. 
(a) Eligible parties may enter into 

cooperative arrangements with other 
eligible parties, including those in an-
other State, to apply for assistance. 

(b) A joint application made by two 
or more applicants for assistance under 
this subchapter may have separate 
budgets corresponding to the programs, 
services and activities performed by 
each of the joint applicants or may 
have a combined budget. If joint appli-
cations present separate budgets, the 
Assistant Secretary may make sepa-
rate awards, or may award a single 
grant authorizing separate amounts for 
each of the joint applicants. 

(c) In the case of each cooperative ar-
rangement authorized under paragraph 
(a) of this section and receiving assist-
ance, except where the Assistant Sec-
retary makes separate awards under 
paragraph (b) of this section all such 
applicants (1) shall be deemed to be 
joint legal recipients of the grant 
award and (2) shall be jointly and sev-
erally responsible for administering 
the project assisted under such grant. 

§ 63.5 Effective date of approved grant. 
Federal financial participation is 

normally available only with respect to 
obligations incurred subsequent to the 
effective date of an approved project. 
The effective date of the project will be 
set forth in the notification of grant 
award. Grantees may be reimbursed for 
costs resulting from obligations in-
curred before the effective date of the 
grant award if such costs are author-
ized by the Assistant Secretary in the 
notification of grant award or subse-
quently in writing, and otherwise 
would be allowable as costs of the 
grant under the applicable regulations 
and grant terms and conditions. 

§ 63.6 Evaluation of applications. 
(a) Review procedures. All applications 

filed in accordance with § 63.3 shall be 
evaluated by the Assistant Secretary 
through officers, employees, and such 
experts or consultants engaged for this 

purpose as he/she determines are spe-
cially qualified in the areas of research 
pursued by this office. The evaluation 
criteria below will be supplemented 
each fiscal year by a program an-
nouncement outlining priorities and 
objectives for policy research, and by 
other general or specialized solicita-
tions. Such supplements may modify 
the criteria in paragraphs (b) and (c) of 
this section to provide greater speci-
ficity or otherwise improve their appli-
cability to a given announcement or 
solicitation. 

(b) Criteria for evaluation of Policy Re-
search Projects. Review of applications 
under paragraph (a) of this section will 
take into account such factors as: 

(1) Scientific merit and the signifi-
cance of the project in relation to pol-
icy objectives; 

(2) Feasibility of the project; 
(3) Soundness of research design, sta-

tistical technique, and procedures and 
methodology; 

(4) Theoretical and technical sound-
ness of the proposed plan of operation 
including consideration of the extent 
to which: 

(i) The objectives of the proposed 
project are sharply defined, clearly 
stated, and capable of being attained 
by the proposed procedures; 

(ii) The objectives of the proposed 
project show evidence of contributing 
to the achievement of policy objec-
tives; 

(iii) Provisions are made for adequate 
evaluation of the effectiveness of the 
project and for determining the extent 
to which the objectives are accom-
plished; and 

(iv) Appropriate provisions are made 
for satisfactory inservice training con-
nected with project services. 

(5) Expected potential for utilizing 
the results of the proposed project in 
other projects or programs for similar 
purposes; 

(6) Sufficiency of size, scope, and du-
ration of the project so as to secure 
productive results; 

(7) Adequacy of qualifications and ex-
perience, including managerial, of per-
sonnel; 

(8) Adequacy of facilities and other 
resources; and 

(9) Reasonableness of estimated cost 
in relation to anticipated results. 
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