
GRAD SCHOOL SUCCESS: Selecting, 
applying and getting into the “right” school  

 
 

To pick the right school, you must clearly define what you are looking for. To 
help in that process, please answer the following questions: 
 

Why am I going to graduate school? 
 
1._____________________________________ 
2._____________________________________ 
3._____________________________________ 
4._____________________________________ 
5._____________________________________ 
 
 
Where do I see myself in the future? 
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List at least 10 criteria that could be used to 
help select graduate schools and programs: 
   _____________________________________ 
   _____________________________________ 
   _____________________________________ 
   _____________________________________ 
   _____________________________________ 
   _____________________________________ 
   _____________________________________ 
   _____________________________________ 
   _____________________________________ 
   _____________________________________ 
   _____________________________________ 
   _____________________________________ 
   _____________________________________ 
 
 
Go back and look at the answers on page 1 – 
now rank these criteria as follows: 
 
A = critically important factor 
B = important factor 
C = not important to me  
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