
Treat  Drug  Abusers
 Reduce Crime • Save Money • Save Lives

Seventy percent of people in state prisons have used drugs 
regularly, but fewer than one-fifth of these people receive 
treatment.1 Treatment cuts drug abuse in half, reduces 
criminal activity up to 80 percent, and reduces arrests up to 
64 percent.2  Every $1 spent on treatment yields a $4 to $7 
reduction in drug-related crime.3

Visit drugabuse.gov for more information, or call 
1-800-729-6686 and request publication #BKD 550, 
Principles of Drug Abuse Treatment for Criminal Justice 
Populations, a guide based on nearly 40 years of research. 

Comments or inquiries? 
Email: information@lists.nida.nih.gov 
To order free copies of this card, call 1-800-729-6686 and 
request NIDACRD25. 
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