
What Can NLM
Do for You?



NLM is:
• The world’s largest medical library, with over 11 million books, 
journals, artworks, audiovisuals, doctoral dissertations and other 
items, in over 150 languages.

•The developer of electronic information services such as PubMed 
and MedlinePlus that deliver trillions of bytes of data to millions of 
users each day. 

•A key link in the chain of translating biomedical research into 
practice. By making the results of research – DNA sequences,  
clinical trials data, published scientific articles and consumer 
information – readily available, NLM magnifies the positive impact 
of NIH’s investment in the creation of new knowledge.  



Health topics (today): 

752 English (20,274 links)

720 Spanish (6,000 links)

Drug database 
and herbals & 
supplements 
database:

approx 1000
monographs

Medical 
encyclopedia: 

approx 3700
monographs; 
2300 images

Health news:

Approx 15‐20
new stories 
added per day

Directories: 

Over 100 directories 
covering doctors, 
hospitals, clinics and 
libraries.

Interactive tutorials: 

175 total 

NIH –
Seniorhealth

35 topics 

Surgeries: 

214 videos

Announcement listservs: 

11 daily & weekly

Links to 
ClinicalTrials: 

961 (today)

One weekly 
podcast

Magazine:

7 issues

Go Local:

25 sites

Updating services

2 RSS feeds





Go Local links on MedlinePlus health topic pages take you to information 
about health services in local geographic areas – hospitals, physicians, 
nursing homes, support groups, health screening providers and many 
others.
You can link directly from each MedlinePlus health topic to service related 
to that particular topic. (For example, if you choose Go Local from the 
MedlinePlus Breast Cancer page, you will find links to local services such 
as Cancer Clinics, Oncologists and Support Groups in the area you 
select.)
NLM partners with libraries and library consortia in this effort. Currently 
there are 25 Go Local participants, with many more to be released in the 
future. 
Go Local coverage extends to 49% of U.S. population. (Includes current 
sites and those in progress.) 



NIH MedlinePlus Magazine



NIH MedlinePlus Magazine







“The mission of the National Network of 
Libraries of Medicine (NN/LM) is to advance 

the progress of medicine and improve the 
public health by …”

Providing all U.S. health professionals with 
equal access to biomedical information
Improving the public's access to information to 
enable them to make informed decisions about 
their health. 









Source: American Customer Satisfaction Index (ASCI) Online Consumer Survey; Six-Month Period in 2007



Legendary physician, cardiovascular
surgeon  and inventor Dr. Michael 
DeBakey, former chair of the NLM 
Board of Regents, inspired the 
Library to sponsor 5 seminars 
across the country, to introduce high 
school students to the exciting 
possibilities of careers in medicine.
He is shown here with NLM’s David 
Nash and admiring students from 
the Michael E. DeBakey High 
School for Health Professionals, in 
Houston, the site of one of the NLM 
seminars.
In the future, NLM may target junior 
high student as well, for this worthy
program.
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