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Farm Credit Administration § 608.825 

Notice of Intent to Collect by Adminis-
trative [or Salary] Offset within 15 cal-
endar days after receipt of the notice. 
The debtor’s written request for review 
shall state the basis on which the 
claim is disputed and shall specify 
whether the debtor requests an oral 
hearing or a review of the written 
record of the claim. If an oral hearing 
is requested, the debtor shall explain in 
the request why the matter cannot be 
resolved by a review of the documen-
tary evidence alone. 

(c) The FCA shall promptly notify 
the debtor, in writing, that the FCA 
has received the request for review. 
The FCA shall conduct its review of 
the claim in accordance with § 608.810. 

(d) The FCA’s review of the claim, 
under this section, shall include pro-
viding the debtor with a reasonable op-
portunity for an oral hearing if: 

(1) An applicable statute authorizes 
or requires the FCA to consider waiver 
of the indebtedness, the debtor re-
quests waiver of the indebtedness, and 
the waiver determination turns on an 
issue of credibility or veracity; or 

(2) The debtor requests reconsider-
ation of the debt and the FCA deter-
mines that the question of the indebt-
edness cannot be resolved by reviewing 
the documentary evidence; for exam-
ple, when the validity of the debt turns 
on an issue of credibility or veracity. 

(e) A debtor waives the right to a 
hearing and will have his or her debt 
offset in accordance with the proposed 
offset schedule if the debtor: 

(1) Fails to file a written request for 
review within the timeframe set forth 
in paragraph (b) of this section, unless 
the FCA determines that the delay was 
the result of circumstances beyond his 
or her control; or 

(2) Fails to appear at an oral hearing 
of which he or she was notified unless 
the hearing official determines that 
the failure to appear was due to cir-
cumstances beyond the employee’s 
control. 

(f) Upon completion of its review of 
the claim, the FCA shall notify the 
debtor whether the FCA’s determina-
tion of the existence or amount of the 
debt has been sustained, amended, or 
canceled. The notification shall include 
a copy of the written decision issued by 
the hearing official, pursuant to 

§ 608.810(e). If the FCA’s determination 
is sustained, this notification shall 
contain a provision which states that 
the FCA intends to collect the debt by 
offset or by requesting other Federal 
agencies for assistance in collecting 
the debt. 

(g) When the procedural require-
ments of this section have been pro-
vided to the debtor in connection with 
the same debt or under some other 
statutory or regulatory authority, the 
FCA is not required to duplicate those 
requirements before effecting offset. 

§ 608.824 Waiver of procedural re-
quirements. 

(a) The FCA may impose offset 
against a payment to be made to a 
debtor prior to the completion of the 
procedures required by this part, if: 

(1) Failure to impose the offset would 
substantially prejudice the Govern-
ment’s ability to collect the debt; and 

(2) The timing of the payment 
against which the offset will be im-
posed does not reasonably permit the 
completion of those procedures. 

(b) The procedures required by this 
part shall be complied with promptly 
after the offset is imposed. Amounts 
recovered by offset, which are later 
found not to be owed to the Govern-
ment, shall be promptly refunded to 
the debtor. 

§ 608.825 Coordinating offset with 
other Federal agencies. 

(a)(1) Any creditor agency which re-
quests the FCA to impose an offset 
against amounts owed to the debtor 
shall submit to the FCA a claim cer-
tification which meets the require-
ments of this paragraph. The FCA shall 
submit the same certification to any 
agency that the FCA requests to effect 
an offset. 

(2) The claim certification shall be in 
writing. It shall certify the debtor owes 
the debt and that all of the applicable 
requirements of 31 U.S.C. 3716 and 4 
CFR part 102 have been met. If the in-
tended offset is to be a salary offset, a 
claim certification shall instead certify 
that the debtor owes the debt and that 
the applicable requirements of 5 U.S.C. 
5514 and 5 CFR part 550, subpart K, 
have been met. 
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(3) A certification that the debtor 
owes the debt shall state the amount of 
the debt, the factual basis supporting 
the determination of indebtedness, and 
the date on which payment of the debt 
was due. A certification that the re-
quirements of 31 U.S.C. 3716 and 4 CFR 
part 102 have been met shall include a 
statement that the debtor has been 
sent a notice of Intent to Collect by 
Administrative Offset at least 31 cal-
endar days prior to the date of the in-
tended offset or a statement that pur-
suant to 4 CFR 102.3(b)(5) said Notice 
was not required to be sent. A certifi-
cation that the requirements of 5 
U.S.C. 5514 and 5 CFR part 550, subpart 
K, have been met shall include a state-
ment that the debtor has been sent a 
Notice of Intent to Collect by Salary 
Offset at least 31 calendar days prior to 
the date of the intended offset or a 
statement that pursuant to 4 CFR 
102.3(b)(5) said Notice was not required 
to be sent. 

(b)(1) The FCA shall not effect an off-
set requested by another Federal agen-
cy without first obtaining the claim 
certification required by paragraph (a) 
of this section. If the FCA receives an 
incomplete claim certification, the 
FCA shall return the claim certifi-
cation with notice that a claim certifi-
cation which complies with the re-
quirements of paragraph (a) of this sec-
tion must be submitted to the FCA be-
fore the FCA will consider effecting an 
offset. 

(2) The FCA may rely on the informa-
tion contained in the claim certifi-
cation provided by a requesting cred-
itor agency. The FCA is not authorized 
to review a creditor agency’s deter-
mination of indebtedness. 

(c) Only the creditor agency may 
agree to enter into an agreement with 
the debtor for the repayment of the 
claim. Only the creditor agency may 
agree to compromise, suspend, or ter-
minate collection of the claim. 

(d) The FCA may decline, for good 
cause, a request by another agency to 
effect an offset. Good cause includes 
that the offset might disrupt, directly 
or indirectly, essential FCA operations. 
The refusal and the reasons shall be 
sent in writing to the creditor agency. 

§ 608.826 Stay of offset. 
(a)(1) When a creditor agency re-

ceives a debtor’s request for inspection 
of agency records, the offset is stayed 
for 10 calendar days beyond the date 
set for the record inspection. 

(2) When a creditor agency receives a 
debtor’s offer to enter into a repay-
ment agreement, the offset is stayed 
until the debtor is notified as to wheth-
er the proposed agreement is accept-
able. 

(3) When a review is conducted, the 
offset is stayed until the creditor agen-
cy issues a final written decision. 

(b) When offset is stayed, the amount 
of the debt and the amount of any ac-
crued interest or other charges will be 
withheld from payments to the debtor. 
The withheld amounts shall not be ap-
plied against the debt until the stay 
expires. If withheld funds are later de-
termined not to be subject to offset, 
they will be promptly refunded to the 
debtor. 

(c) If the FCA is the creditor agency 
and the offset is stayed, the FCA will 
immediately notify an offsetting agen-
cy to withhold the payment pending 
termination of the stay. 

§ 608.827 Offset against amounts pay-
able from Civil Service Retirement 
and Disability Fund. 

The FCA may request that monies 
payable to a debtor from the Civil 
Service Retirement and Disability 
Fund be administratively offset to col-
lect debts owed to the FCA by the debt-
or. The FCA must certify that the 
debtor owes the debt, the amount of 
the debt, and that the FCA has com-
plied with the requirements set forth 
in this part, 4 CFR 102.3, and the Office 
of Personnel Management regulations. 
The request shall be submitted to the 
official designated in the Office of Per-
sonnel Management regulations to re-
ceive the request. 

Subpart C—Offset Against Salary 
§ 608.835 Purpose. 

The purpose of this subpart is to im-
plement section 5 of the Debt Collec-
tion Act of 1982 (Pub. L. 97–365)(5 U.S.C. 
5514), which authorizes the collection 
of debts owed by Federal employees to 
the Federal Government by means of 
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