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an agency to identify and rank quali-
fied candidates may be proper subjects
for formal complaints or grievances,
nonselection from among a group of
properly ranked and certified can-
didates is not an appropriate basis for
a formal complaint or grievance. There
is no right of appeal of OPM, but OPM
may conduct investigations of substan-
tial violations of OPM requirements.

[59 FR 67121, Dec. 29, 1994, as amended at 63
FR 34258, June 24, 1998]

§ 335.104 Eligibility for career ladder
promotion.

No employee shall receive a career
ladder promotion unless his or her cur-
rent rating of record under part 430 of
this chapter is ‘‘Fully Successsful’’
(level 3) or higher. In addition, no em-
ployee may receive a career ladder pro-
motion who has a rating below ‘‘Fully
Successful’’ on a critical element that
is also critical to performance at the
next higher grade of the career ladder.

[51 FR 8411, Mar. 11, 1986]

§ 335.105 Notice of job announcements
to OPM.

Under 5 U.S.C. 3330, agencies are re-
quired to report job announcements to
OPM for vacancies for which an agency
will accept applications from outside
the agency’s work force. This require-
ment is implemented through § 330.102
of this chapter.

[61 FR 11501, Mar. 21, 1996]

EFFECTIVE DATE NOTE: At 66 FR 63906, Dec.
11, 2001, § 335.105 was revised, effective Jan.
10, 2002. For the convenience of the user, the
revised text is set forth as follows:

§ 335.105 Notice of job announcements to
OPM.

Under 5 U.S.C. 3330, agencies are required
to report job announcements to OPM for va-
cancies for which an agency will accept ap-
plications from outside the agency’s work
force. This requirement is implemented
through § 330.707 of subpart G of this chapter.

§ 335.106 Special selection procedures
for certain veterans under merit
promotion.

Preference eligibles or veterans who
have been separated under honorable
conditions from the armed forces after
completing (as determined by the agen-
cy) 3 or more years of continuous ac-

tive military service may compete for
vacancies under merit promotion when
an agency accepts applications from
individuals outside its own workforce.
Those veterans selected will be given
career or career conditional appoint-
ments under § 315.611 of this chapter.
CITA≤[65 FR 14432, Mar. 17, 2000]

PART 337—EXAMINING SYSTEM

Subpart A—General Provisions

Sec.
337.101 Rating applicants.
337.102 Evaluating qualifications for em-

ployees who are in a retained grade.

Subpart A—General Provisions

§ 337.101 Rating applicants.

(a) OPM shall prescribe the relative
weights to be given subjects in an ex-
amination, and shall assign numerical
ratings on a scale of 100. Except as pro-
vided in § 930.203(a) of this chapter,
each applicant who meets the min-
imum requirements for entrance to an
examination and is rated 70 or more in
the examination is eligible for appoint-
ment.

(b) OPM shall add to the earned nu-
merical ratings of applicants who
make a passing grade:

(1) Five points for applicants who are
preference eligibles under section
2108(3)(A) and (B) of title 5, United
States Code; and

(2) Ten points for applicants who are
preference eligibles under section
2108(3)(C)–(G) of that title.

(c) When experience is a factor in de-
termining eligibility, OPM shall credit
a preference eligible with:

(1) Time spent in the military service
(i) as an extension of time spent in the
position in which he was employed im-
mediately before his entrance into the
military service, or (ii) on the basis of
actual duties performed in the military
service, or (iii) as a combination of
both methods. OPM shall credit time
spent in the military service according
to the method that will be of most ben-
efit to the preference eligible.

(2) All valuable experience, including
experience gained in religious, civic,
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welfare, service, and organizational ac-
tivities, regardless of whether pay was
received therefor.

(5 U.S.C. 1302, 3301, 3302; E.O. 10577, 3 CFR,
1954–1958 Comp., p. 218)

[33 FR 12423, Sept. 4, 1968]

§ 337.102 Evaluating qualifications for
employees who are in a retained
grade.

(a) Employees who are in a retained
grade must have the experience they
gain subsequent to the downgrading ac-
tion that placed them in a retained
grade considered in the following man-
ner. For placements during the period
the employee is in a retained grade,
agencies must consider the experience
subsequent to the downgrading action
to be either:

(1) At the level of the retained grade
and in the series of the position which
he or she occupied at the time of the
downgrading; or

(2) At the grade and in the series of
the position to which the employee is
downgraded.

(b) Agencies must determine which
experience to consider on the basis of
which will most likely result in place-
ment. For placements or promotions
after the retained grade period, the ex-
perience is considered only at the grade
level and in the series of the position
to which the employee was down-
graded.

(5 U.S.C. 5364)

[45 FR 18365, Mar. 21, 1980]

PART 338—QUALIFICATION
REQUIREMENTS (GENERAL)

Subpart A—Citizenship Requirements

Sec.
338.101 Citizenship.

Subpart B [Reserved]

Subpart C—Consideration for Appointment

338.301 Competitive service appointment.

Subparts D–E [Reserved]

Subpart F—Age Requirements

338.601 Prohibition of maximum-age re-
quirements.

AUTHORITY: 5 U.S.C. 3301, 3302, 3304; E.O.
10577, 3 CFR, 1954–1958 comp., p. 218.

Subpart A—Citizenship
Requirements

§ 338.101 Citizenship.

(a) A person may be admitted to com-
petitive examination only if he is a cit-
izen of or owes permanent allegiance to
the United States.

(b) A person may be given an ap-
pointment in the competitive service
only if he or she is a citizen of or owes
permanent allegiance to the United
States. However, a noncitizen may be
given an appointment in rare cases
under § 316.601 of this chapter, unless
the appointment is prohibited by stat-
ute.

(c) Paragraph (b) of this section ap-
plies to reinstatement and transfer as
well as to other noncompetitive ap-
pointments, and to conversion to ca-
reer or career-conditional employment.

[33 FR 12429, Sept. 4, 1968, as amended at 57
FR 10124, Mar. 24, 1992]

Subpart B [Reserved]

Subpart C—Consideration for
Appointment

§ 338.301 Competitive service appoint-
ment.

Agencies must ensure that employees
who are given competitive service ap-
pointments meet the requirements in-
cluded in the Office of Personnel Man-
agement’s Operating Manual: Quali-
fication Standards for General Sched-
ule Positions. The Operating Manual is
available to the public for review at
agency personnel offices and Federal
depository libraries, and for purchase
from the Government Printing Office.

[62 FR 44535, Aug. 22, 1997]

Subparts D–E [Reserved]

Subpart F—Age Requirements

§ 338.601 Prohibition of maximum-age
requirements.

A maximum-age requirement may
not be applied in either competitive or
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