Farm Credit Administration

or legislative branch of the Govern-
ment.

(c) Claim or debt means money or
property owed by a person or entity to
an agency of the Federal Government.
A ‘““claim” or ‘“‘debt” includes amounts
due the Government from loans insured
by or guaranteed by the United States
and all other amounts due from fees,
leases, rents, royalties, services, sales
of real or personal property, overpay-
ment, penalties, damages, interest, and
fines.

(d) Claim certification means a cred-
itor agency’s written request to a pay-
ing agency to effect an administrative
offset.

(e) Creditor agency means an agency
to which a claim or debt is owed.

(f) Debtor means the person or entity
owing money to the Federal Govern-
ment.

(g) FCA means the Farm Credit Ad-
ministration.

(h) Hearing official means an indi-
vidual who is responsible for reviewing
a claim under §608.810 of this part.

(i) Paying agency means an agency of
the Federal Government owing money
to a debtor against which an adminis-
trative or salary offset can be effected.

(J) Salary offset means an administra-
tive offset to collect a debt under 5
U.S.C. 5514 by deductions at one or
more officially established pay inter-
vals from the current pay account of a
debtor.

§608.804 Delegation of authority.

The FCA official(s) designated by the
Chairman of the Farm Credit Adminis-
tration are authorized to perform all
duties which the Chairman is author-
ized to perform under these regula-
tions, the Federal Claims Collection
Act of 1966, as amended, and the joint
regulations issued under that Act.

§608.805 Responsibility for collection.

(a) The collection of claims shall be
aggressively pursued in accordance
with the provisions of the Federal
Claims Collection Act of 1966, as
amended, the joint regulations issued
under that Act, and these regulations.
Debts owed to the United States, to-
gether with charges for interest, pen-
alties, and administrative costs, should
be collected in one lump sum unless
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otherwise provided by law. If a debtor
requests installment payments, the
debtor, as requested by the FCA, shall
provide sufficient information to dem-
onstrate that the debtor is unable to
pay the debt in one lump sum. When
appropriate, the FCA shall arrange an
installment payment schedule. Claims
which cannot be collected directly or
by administrative offset shall be either
written off as administratively
uncollectible or referred to the General
Counsel for further consideration.

(b) The Chairman, or designee of the
Chairman, may compromise claims for
money or property arising out of the
activities of the FCA, where the claim
(exclusive of charges for interest, pen-
alties, and administrative costs) does
not exceed $100,000. When the claim ex-
ceeds $100,000 (exclusive of charges for
interest, penalties, and administrative
costs), the authority to accept a com-
promise rests solely with the Depart-
ment of Justice. The standards gov-
erning the compromise of claims are
set forth in 4 CFR part 103.

(c) The Chairman, or designee of the
Chairman, may suspend or terminate
the collection of claims which do not
exceed $100,000 (exclusive of charges for
interest, penalties, and administrative
costs) after deducting the amount of
any partial payments or collections. If,
after deducting the amount of any par-
tial payments or collections, a claim
exceeds $100,000 (exclusive of charges
for interest, penalties, and administra-
tive costs), the authority to suspend or
terminate rests solely with the Depart-
ment of Justice. The standards gov-
erning the suspension or termination
of claim collections are set forth in 4
CFR part 104.

(d) The FCA shall refer claims to the
Department of Justice for litigation or
to the General Accounting Office
(GAO) for claims arising from audit ex-
ceptions taken by the GAO to pay-
ments made by the FCA in accordance
with 4 CFR part 105.

§608.806 Demand for payment.

(a) A total of three progressively
stronger written demands at not more
than 30-day intervals should normally
be made upon a debtor, unless a re-
sponse or other information indicates
that additional written demands would
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either be unnecessary or futile. When
necessary to protect the Government’s
interest, written demands may be pre-
ceded by other appropriate actions
under Federal law, including imme-
diate referral for litigation and/or ad-
ministrative offset.

(b) The initial demand for payment
shall be in writing and shall inform the
debtor of the following:

(1) The amount of the debt, the date
it was incurred, and the facts upon
which the determination of indebted-
ness was made;

(2) The payment due date, which
shall be 30 calendar days from the date
of mailing or hand delivery of the ini-
tial demand for payment;

(3) The right of the debtor to inspect
and copy the records of the agency re-
lated to the claim or to receive copies
if personal inspection is impractical.
The debtor shall be informed that the
debtor may be assessed for the cost of
copying the documents in accordance
with §608.807;

(4) The right of the debtor to obtain
a review of the FCA'’s determination of
indebtedness;

(5) The right of the debtor to offer to
enter into a written agreement with
the agency to repay the amount of the
claim. The debtor shall be informed
that the acceptance of such an agree-
ment is discretionary with the agency;

(6) That charges for interest, pen-
alties, and administrative costs will be
assessed against the debtor, in accord-
ance with 31 U.S.C. 3717, if payment is
not received by the payment due date;

(7) That if the debtor has not entered
into an agreement with the FCA to pay
the debt, has not requested the FCA to
review the debt, or has not paid the
debt by the payment due date, the FCA
intends to collect the debt by all le-
gally available means, which may in-
clude initiating legal action against
the debtor, referring the debt to a col-
lection agency for collection, col-
lecting the debt by offset, or asking
other Federal agencies for assistance in
collecting the debt by offset;

(8) The name and address of the FCA
official to whom the debtor shall send
all correspondence relating to the debt;
and

(9) Other information, as may be ap-
propriate.
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(c) If, prior to, during, or after com-
pletion of the demand cycle, the FCA
determines to collect the debt by ei-
ther administrative or salary offset,
the FCA shall follow, as applicable, the
requirements for a Notice of Intent to
Collect by Administrative Offset or a
Notice of Intent to Collect by Salary
Offset set forth in §608.822.

(d) If no response to the initial de-
mand for payment is received by the
payment due date, the FCA shall take
further action under this part, under
the Federal Claims Collection Act of
1966, as amended, under the joint regu-
lations (4 CFR parts 101-105), or under
any other applicable State or Federal
law. These actions may include reports
to credit bureaus, referrals to collec-
tion agencies, termination of con-
tracts, debarment, and salary or ad-
ministrative offset.

§608.807 Right to inspect and copy
records.

The debtor may inspect and copy the
FCA records related to the claim. The
debtor shall give the FCA reasonable
advance notice that it intends to in-
spect and copy the records involved.
The debtor shall pay copying costs un-
less they are waived by the FCA. Copy-
ing costs shall be assessed pursuant to
§§602.11 and 602.12 of this chapter.

[59 FR 13187, Mar. 21, 1994, as amended at 71
FR 54900, Sept. 20, 2006]

§608.808 Right to offer to repay claim.

(a) The debtor may offer to enter into
a written agreement with the FCA to
repay the amount of the claim. The ac-
ceptance of such an offer and the deci-
sion to enter into such a written agree-
ment is at the discretion of the FCA.

(b) If the debtor requests a repay-
ment arrangement because payment of
the amount due would create a finan-
cial hardship, the FCA shall analyze
the debtor’s financial condition. The
FCA may enter into a written agree-
ment with the debtor permitting the
debtor to repay the debt in install-
ments if the FCA determines, in its
sole discretion, that payment of the
amount due would create an undue fi-
nancial hardship for the debtor. The
written agreement shall set forth the
amount and frequency of installment
payments and shall, in accordance with



