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§ 4285.2 Cooperative agreement pur-
poses. 

Rural Development Administration 
(RDA) or its successor agency may 
enter into a cooperative agreement 
with a State agency to provide funds to 
the State agency to: 

(a) Conduct marketing research re-
lated to agricultural cooperatives. 

(b) Assist other organizations in con-
ducting marketing research related to 
agricultural cooperatives. 

§ 4285.3 Definitions. 
As used in this part: 
Agreement period. The total period of 

time approved by the Assistant Admin-
istrator for Cooperative Services for 
conducting the proposed project as out-
lined in an approved application. The 
time period is normally no more than 3 
years, renewable for cause not to ex-
ceed a total of 4 fiscal years. 

Agricultural products. Agricultural 
products include agricultural, horti-
cultural, viticultural, and dairy prod-
ucts, livestock and poultry, bees, forest 
products, fish and shellfish, and any 
products thereof, including processed 
or manufactured products, and any and 
all products raised or produced on 
farms and any processed or manufac-
tured product thereof. 

Assistant Administrator for Cooperative 
Services. The Assistant Administrator 
for Cooperative Services, Rural Devel-
opment Administration or its successor 
agency, USDA or any authorized dele-
gate. 

Awarding official. The Assistant Ad-
ministrator for Cooperative Services or 
authorized delegate. 

Cooperative agreement. A legal instru-
ment reflecting a relationship between 
the United States Government and a 
State where: 

(1) The principal purpose of the rela-
tionship is the transfer of money, prop-
erty, services, or anything of value to 
the State agency to carry out research 
related to cooperatives; and 

(2) Substantial involvement is antici-
pated between RDA or its successor 
agency, acting for the Federal Govern-
ment, and the State or other recipient 
during performance of the research in 
the agreement. 

Cooperator. The State agency des-
ignated in the cooperative agreement 

award document as the responsible 
legal entity to whom a cooperative 
agreement is awarded under this part. 

Department. The U.S. Department of 
Agriculture. 

Methodology. The research approach 
to be followed to carry out the project. 

Principal investigator. A single indi-
vidual who is responsible for the sci-
entific and technical direction of the 
project, as designated by the coop-
erator in the cooperative agreement 
application and approved by the Assist-
ant Administrator for Cooperative 
Services. 

Project. The particular activity with-
in the scope of one or more of the re-
search program areas identified in the 
annual program solicitation that is 
supported by a cooperative agreement 
under this part. 

State agencies. State agencies include, 
among others, State Agricultural Ex-
periment Stations and State Depart-
ments of Agriculture in the 50 States, 
the Virgin Islands, and Guam, and 
other appropriate State agencies. Final 
determination of whether certain 1890 
or 1862 Land Grant institutions qualify 
as state agencies will be determined on 
a case-by-case basis by the Office of the 
General Counsel (OGC), USDA. 

§§ 4285.4–4285.23 [Reserved] 

§ 4285.24 Eligibility. 
To enter into a cooperative agree-

ment for these funds, the applicant 
must: 

(a) Be a State Agency as defined in 
§ 4285.3 of this subpart; 

(b) Have the financial, legal, adminis-
trative, and actual capacity to assume 
and carry out the responsibilities im-
posed by the Agreement. To meet the 
requirement of actual capacity it must 
either: 

(1) Have necessary background and 
experience with proven ability to per-
form responsibly in the field of eco-
nomic, business management, or other 
needed research area; or 

(2) Have the necessary administrative 
and supervisory controls in place to as-
sure an agreed upon contracting orga-
nization has the proven ability to per-
form responsibly in the field of eco-
nomic, business management, or other 
needed research area; 
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(c) Legally obligate itself to admin-
ister cooperative agreement funds, pro-
vide adequate accounting of the ex-
penditure of such funds, and comply 
with the cooperative agreement; 

(d) Provide at least 50 percent of the 
funds necessary to conduct the re-
search from non-federal funds; and 

(e) Agree to conduct proposed re-
search related to cooperatives and agri-
cultural marketing. 

§ 4285.25 Authorized use of coopera-
tive agreement funds. 

Funds received for research under co-
operative agreements in this program 
shall only be used for: 

(a) Payment of salaries and necessary 
employee benefits of personnel as 
agreed upon in the Cooperative Agree-
ment. Included are salaries and bene-
fits of State employees assigned full- 
time to one or more projects, or the 
percent of the salaries and benefits re-
lated to project work for State employ-
ees assigned part-time to research on 
one or more projects. Salaries and ben-
efits include basic salary, other com-
pensation such as holiday pay, sick or 
annual leave, and personnel benefits 
(quarters allowance, payments to other 
funds such as employees’ life insur-
ance, health benefits, retirement, Fed-
eral Insurance Contributions Act 
(FICA), accident compensation, and 
similar payments). For any of the ben-
efit items when the State usually pays 
the employer share, Federal funds may 
be used to pay the proportionate share 
of such employer contributions. 

(b) Payment of necessary and reason-
able office expenses such as office rent-
al, office utilities, and office equipment 
rental. The purchase of office equip-
ment is permissible when the coop-
erator determines it to be more eco-
nomical than renting. However, as a 
general rule, these types of expenses 
would be classified as indirect costs in 
multiple funded organizations and 
would not be an allowable expense. 
Planned purchases of equipment cost-
ing more than $200 per unit must be ap-
proved by RDA or its successor agency. 
Equipment purchased becomes State 
property pursuant to the cooperative 
agreement. 

(c) Payment of necessary and reason-
able costs of printing publications of 

research project results. However, all 
such publications should show the RDA 
or its successor agency as cooperator 
in the project and bear the following 
statement: ‘‘State funds for this 
project (publication) were matched 
with Federal funds under the Federal- 
State Research on Cooperatives Pro-
gram of the U.S. Department of Agri-
culture, Rural Development Adminis-
tration or its successor agency, Cooper-
ative Services, as provided by the Agri-
cultural Marketing Act of 1946 and (ap-
propriate) fiscal year appropriations.’’ 

(d) Purchase of office supplies (such 
as paper, pens, pencils, and trade maga-
zines) and postage needed for project 
activities. 

(e) Payment of necessary and reason-
able travel expenses. 

§§ 4285.26–4285.45 [Reserved] 

§ 4285.46 Prohibited use of cooperative 
agreement funds. 

(a) The Agricultural Marketing Act 
prohibits the use of Federal funds to 
pay for newspaper or periodical space 
and radio and television time, either 
directly to the media or indirectly 
though an advertising agency or other 
firm. County and State fair exhibits, as 
well as commodity months and weeks, 
are also excluded as the research on co-
operatives program activities. 

(b) Federal funds cannot be used to 
purchase products or samples of prod-
ucts to give away to the public. 

(c) Federal program funds cannot be 
used to purchase: 

(1) Promotional pieces such as point- 
of-sale materials, promotional kits, 
billboard space and signs, streamers, 
automobile stickers, table tents, and 
placemats; or 

(2) Promotion items of a personal gift 
nature. 

(d) Cooperative agreement funds can-
not be used to conduct general pub-
licity or information programs de-
signed to build the image of the State’s 
agriculture or of a particular State De-
partment of Agriculture or Agricul-
tural Experiment Station. 
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