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agreement between the livestock pro-
ducer or grower and the livestock
owner setting forth the specific terms,
conditions and obligations of the par-
ties involved regarding the production
of livestock and livestock products.

Deputy Administrator means Deputy
Administrator for Farm Programs,
Farm Service Agency (FSA), or a des-
ignee.

Eligible livestock means livestock that
are:

(1) Beef and dairy cattle, sheep,
goats, swine, poultry (including egg-
producing poultry), equine animals
used for food or in the production of
food, and buffalo and beefalo when buf-
falo and beefalo are maintained on the
same basis as beef cattle, and

(2) Was produced by the applicant
subject to a contractual agreement be-
tween the such producer or grower and
the livestock owner.

Eligible livestock producer means, with
respect to particular livestock, one,
other than the owner of the livestock,
who possesses an independent financial
interest in the eligible livestock or
products derived from such eligible
livestock, as defined and limited by the
terms and conditions of a contractual
agreement with the livestock owner;
and is a citizen or a legal resident alien
of the United States. Such producer
may be individual or may be a farm co-
operative, private domestic corpora-
tion, partnership, or joint operation in
which the majority interest is held by
members, stockholders, or partners
who are citizens of, or legal resident
aliens in, the United States, if such co-
operative, corporation, partnership, or
joint operation possesses a financial in-
terest, but not as owner, in the eligible
livestock or products derived from such
eligible livestock. Also such producer
may also be an Indian tribe (as defined
in section 4(b) of the Indian Self-Deter-
mination and Education Assistance
Act and Education Assistance Act); an
Indian organization or entity chartered
under the Indian Reorganization Act or
chartered under the Indian Self-Deter-
mination and Education Assistance
Act; or an economic enterprise under
the Indian Financing Act of 1974.

§ 1439.404 Application period.

(a) For losses that occurred during
1999, a request for benefits under this
subpart must be submitted to CCC at
the county FSA office serving the
county where the loss occurred. All re-
quests for benefits and supporting doc-
umentation must be filed in the county
FSA office by May 1, 2000, or such other
date as established by CCC.

(b) For losses that occurred during
the period January 1, 2000 through Feb-
ruary 7, 2000, a request for benefits
under this subpart must be submitted
to CCC at the county FSA office serv-
ing the county where the loss occurred.
All requests for benefits and supporting
documentation must be filed in the
county FSA office by January 26, 2001,
or such other date as established by
CCC.

(c) Data furnished by the applicants
will be used to determine eligibility for
program benefits. Furnishing the data
is voluntary; however, without such
data, program benefits will not be ap-
proved or provided.

[65 FR 82893, Dec. 29, 2000]

§ 1439.405 Proof of loss.

(a) Livestock producers must, in ac-
cordance with instructions issued by
the Deputy Administrator, provide ade-
quate proof that the loss of eligible
livestock or livestock products, and
the corresponding reduction of income,
occurred in the area of a Presidential
designation or Secretarial declaration
referred to in § 1439.401 and that the
death of the eligible livestock was rea-
sonably related to the recognized nat-
ural disaster. The documentary evi-
dence of loss, quantity of the loss, and
type of eligible livestock claimed for
payment, shall be reported to CCC to-
gether with any supporting documenta-
tion under paragraph (b) of this sec-
tion.

(b) The livestock producer shall pro-
vide any available supporting docu-
ments that will assist the county com-
mittee in verifying the loss and the
quantity of eligible livestock that per-
ished in the natural disaster. Examples
of supporting documentation include,
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but are not limited to: written con-
tracts, production records, veteri-
narian receipts, bank loan papers, ren-
dering truck receipts, Federal Emer-
gency Management Agency and Na-
tional Guard records, and any other
documents available to confirm the
presence of the livestock and the subse-
quent losses. Certification of third par-
ties or the producer and other such
documentation as the county com-
mittee determines to be necessary for
the verification of the information pro-
vided by the applicant may be sub-
mitted, subject to review and approval
of the county committee. Failure to
provide documentation that is satisfac-
tory to the county committee can re-
sult in disapproval of the application
by the county committee.

(c) In all circumstances, livestock
producers shall certify to the accuracy
of the information provided. As pro-
vided by various statutes, providing a
false certification to the government is
punishable by imprisonment, fines and
other penalties. All such remedies, as
well as all civil remedies, may be ap-
plied. All information provided is sub-
ject to verification and spot check by
the CCC.

§ 1439.406 Indemnity benefits.
(a) Payment under this part shall

only be made to livestock producers
who file a Certification of Livestock
Losses for Eligible Disaster—Contract
Growers, Form CCC–661B, for the spe-
cific livestock category for which relief
is sought and file such form in accord-
ance with instructions issued by the
Deputy Administrator. In addition,
payment may be made only if:

(1) The livestock producer submits a
proof of loss that meets the require-
ments of § 1439.405; and

(2) The county or State committee
determines that because of an eligible
disaster condition the livestock pro-
ducer had a loss in the specific cat-
egory in excess of the normal mor-
tality rate established by CCC, based
on the number of animals in the live-
stock category that were in the live-
stock producer’s inventory at the time
of the disaster event.

(b) If the number of losses in the ani-
mal category exceeds the normal mor-
tality rate established by CCC for such

category, the loss of eligible livestock
that shall be used in making a pay-
ment shall be the number of animal
losses in the category that exceed the
normal mortality threshold established
by CCC.

(c) Subject to the availability of
funds, payments shall be made in an
amount determined by multiplying:
the national payment rate for the live-
stock category as determined by CCC
by the amount specified in paragraph
(b) of this section.

§ 1439.407 Proration of claims.

In the event that the funds made
available to satisfy claims shall be less
than the demand for such funds, the
Deputy Administrator may reduce all
claims by a uniform percentage to ac-
count for the level of available funds,
or may take such other measures as he
deems appropriate to apportion the
funds among the claimants. Such pay-
ment reductions as are made shall be
applied after the imposition of applica-
ble payment limitation provisions.

§ 1439.408 Miscellaneous provisions.

(a) Payments under this subpart are
subject to provisions contained in sub-
part A of this part including, but not
limited to provisions concerning mis-
representations, payment limitations,
limitations on eligibility tied to the
person’s gross income, and refunds to
CCC, liens, assignment of payments,
and appeals, and maintenance of books
and records. In addition other parts of
this chapter and of chapter VII of this
title relating to payments in event of
death, the handling of claims, and
other matters may apply, as may other
provisions of law and regulation.

(b) Any payments not earned that
have been paid must be returned with
interest subject to such other remedies
as may be allowed by law.

(c) No interest will be paid or accrue
on benefits under this subpart that are
delayed or otherwise not timely issued
unless otherwise mandated by law.

(d) Nothing in this subpart shall re-
quire a commitment of funds to this
subpart in excess of that determined to
be appropriate by the Deputy Adminis-
trator and/or CCC.
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