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State-owned land means land owned
by a State Government or any depart-
ment, bureau, or agency thereof, in-
cluding political subdivision of a State,
as determined by CCC.

State Technical Committee means that
committee established pursuant to 16
U.S.C. 3861 to provide information,
analysis, and recommendations to the
Department of Agriculture.

Technical assistance means the assist-
ance provided in connection with the
PRP to owners or operators by FSA or
other authorized designee of the Sec-
retary in determining the eligibility of
land and implementing and certifying
eligible practices.

§ 1439.303 General description.

Under the PRP, the CCC will enter
into contracts with eligible producers
to provide payments to assist pro-
ducers to reestablish the damaged or
destroyed pasture land to an approved
forage crop. Contracts will require the
producer to maintain the new crop for
three full years after the calendar year
of installation.

§ 1439.304 Eligible persons.

In order to be eligible to enter into a
PRP contract in accordance with this
part, a person must be an owner or op-
erator of eligible pasture land that was
damaged or destroyed by drought or re-
lated conditions during calendar year
1999 and:

(a) Must normally graze livestock on
such pasture land; and

(b) If an operator of eligible land that
the operator does not own, must pro-
vide satisfactory evidence that such
operator will be in control of such eli-
gible pasture land for the full term of
the PRP contract period.

§ 1439.305 Eligible land.

(a) Except as otherwise provided in
this section, as determined by CCC or
the Deputy Administrator, to be eligi-
ble for the PRP, land must be
pastureland that:

(1) As determined by CCC, is located
within a county that was:

(i) Approved for participation in the
1999 Livestock Assistance Program;

(ii) Had a 1999 LAP payment period of
at least 120 days; and

(iii) As of March 1, 2000, was approved
for assistance under the Emergency
Conservation Program provided for in 7
CFR part 701 because of a 1999 drought
designation, or was later approved for
such participation based upon an appli-
cation filed by March 1, 2000, and based
upon drought damage suffered in 1999.

(2) Has been established pasture land
on which livestock is normally grazed
or on which the forage crop was so
damaged or destroyed by drought or re-
lated conditions in calendar year 1999
that the forage crop will not return in
the 2000 grazing year, and seeding is re-
quired to reestablish the forage crop,
as determined by the Deputy Adminis-
trator;

(b) Notwithstanding paragraph (a) of
this section, land, as determined by
CCC or the Deputy Administrator,
shall be ineligible for enrollment if the
pasture land is:

(1) Federal-operated land;
(2) State-operated land;
(3) Hayland; or
(4) Rangeland, as determined by the

Deputy Administrator.

§ 1439.306 Duration of contracts.

Contracts under this subpart and
their forage crop maintenance require-
ments shall run through December 31,
2003; provided further that the installa-
tion of the practice must be completed
no later than December 31, 2000.

§§ 1439.307–1439.319 [Reserved]

§ 1439.320 Obligations of participant.

All participants subject to a PRP
contract must agree to:

(a) Carry out the terms and condi-
tions of the PRP contract including
carrying out all approved practices and
meeting the schedule of dates for seed-
ing and for maintenance measures pro-
vided for in the contract to establish
and maintain the approved forage crop;

(b) Comply with all requirements of
part 12 of this title;

(c) Do whatever else is necessary to
establish and maintain the required
forage crop according to the required
practice requirements on the land sub-
ject to that contract and take such
other actions that may be required by
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CCC throughout the PRP contract pe-
riod as needed to insure that the pur-
poses of the contract are met;

(d) Comply with noxious weed laws of
the applicable State or local jurisdic-
tion on such land;

(e) Control, subject to the contract,
all weeds, insects, pests and other un-
desirable species to the extent nec-
essary to ensure that the establish-
ment and maintenance of the approved
forage crop is adequately protected, as
determined by CCC;

(f) Not harvest the re-seeded cover
crop at any time during the contract
period; and,

(g) Be jointly and severally respon-
sible with other persons qualifying for
payments under this program on the
same land for compliance with such
contract and the provisions of this part
and for any refunds, payment adjust-
ments, or liquidated damages that may
be required for violations of any of the
terms and conditions of the PRP con-
tract.

§ 1439.321 Obligations of the Com-
modity Credit Corporation.

Subject to the availability of funds,
CCC shall:

(a) Upon establishment of the re-
quired forage crop, and provided all
other eligibility criteria have been
met, make PRP payments to partici-
pants in accordance with the provi-
sions of this part; and

(b) Provide such technical assistance
as it determines necessary to assist the
participant in carrying out the PRP
contract.

§ 1439.322 Eligible practices.

Eligible practices are those practices
specified in the contract that meet all
quantity and quality standards needed
to cost-effectively:

(a) Reestablish the approved forage
crop, as determined by the Deputy Ad-
ministrator, on acreage subject to the
contract, including reseeding;

(b) Meet environmental laws and reg-
ulations, as applicable, for the contract
period; and

(c) Accomplish other purposes of the
program as determined by the Deputy
Administrator.

§§ 1439.323–1439.329 [Reserved]

§ 1439.330 Signup.

Only applications for contracts sub-
mitted during designated signup peri-
ods as announced by CCC will be ap-
proved.

§ 1439.331 Applications for PRP con-
tracts.

Applicants may submit applications
to participate in the PRP subject to
§ 1439.330 of this part. Applications may
be automatically accepted upon certifi-
cation by the applicant that:

(a) The land meets the eligibility re-
quirements of § 1439.305; and

(b) The applicant meets the eligi-
bility requirements of § 1439.304; and

(c) The applicant certifies that the
pasture land to be enrolled in the PRP
was damaged or destroyed by drought
or related conditions in calendar year
1999 so that seeding is required to rees-
tablish the qualifying forage crop.

§ 1439.332 PRP contract.
(a) In order to enroll land in the

PRP, the participant must enter into a
contract with CCC.

(b) The PRP contract will be com-
prised of:

(1) The terms and conditions for par-
ticipation in the PRP; and

(2) Any other materials or agree-
ments determined necessary by CCC.

(c) In order to enter into a PRP con-
tract, the applicant must submit an ap-
plication to participate at the local
FSA office in the USDA service center.

(d) The PRP contract must, within
the dates established by CCC, be signed
by the applicant.

(e) The Deputy Administrator is au-
thorized to approve PRP contracts on
behalf of CCC.

(f) As determined by CCC, PRP con-
tracts may be terminated before the
expiration date when:

(1) The owner loses control of, or
transfers, all or part of the acreage
under contract and the new owner does
not wish to continue the contract;

(2) The participant(s) voluntarily re-
quest in writing to terminate the con-
tract and obtains the approval of CCC
subject to such conditions on approval
as may be imposed by CCC;

VerDate 11<MAY>2000 00:30 Feb 10, 2001 Jkt 194019 PO 00000 Frm 00525 Fmt 8010 Sfmt 8010 Y:\SGML\194019T.XXX pfrm01 PsN: 194019T


