What do the Polls Say?


USCCB Poll
Just last spring, when the US Council of Catholic Bishops polled American’s providing accurate information about the fact that embryonic stem cell research requires the destruction of an embryo, only 39% supported federal funding for the research.  These results are similar to the results of a CBS poll done last year.
The question in the USCCB poll was framed as follows 

“Stem cells are the basic cells from which all of a person's tissues and organs develop. Congress is considering the question of federal funding for experiments using stem cells from human embryos. The live embryos would be destroyed in their first week of development to obtain these cells. Do you support or oppose using your federal tax dollars for such experiments?”

http://www.nccbuscc.org/comm/archives/2006/06-109.shtml
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CBS Poll
When CBS polled the public last year they found that when asked simply “do you approve or disapprove of medical research using embryonic stem cells” only 58% of respondents supported embryonic stem cell research and when asked about federal funding only 37% wanted to fund more stem cell lines.
This poll demonstrates that support for embryonic stem cell research is not as strong as advocates would like us to believe. Also, it shows that support for embryonic stem cell research does not necessarily mean that the public supports expanded federal funding of that research. 
http://www.cbsnews.com/htdocs/CBSNews_polls/stemcells.pdf
BIASED CAMR Poll
Proponents of embryo-destructive research claim that 72% of Americans support embryonic stem cell research.
They fail to acknowledge that that poll was commissioned the Coalition for the Advancement of Medical Research (CAMR), an organization dedicated to promoting embryonic stem cell research. Their bias is clearly demonstrated by the way in which the polling question is asked.  
“Embryonic stem cells are special cells that can develop into every type of cell in the human body. The stem cells are extracted from embryonic cells produced in fertility clinics and then frozen days after fertilization. If a couple decides that the fertilized eggs are no longer needed, they can choose to donate the embryos for research or the clinic will throw the embryos away. Scientists have had success in initial research with embryonic stem cells and believe that they can be developed into cures for diseases such as cancer, Parkinson’s, heart disease, juvenile diabetes, and spinal cord injuries.”

The question is framed such that the respondent is inaccurately led to believe that embryos are actually just eggs and that cures are around the corner.  Nowhere is it stated clearly that embryos must be destroyed.  Additionally, respondents are not informed that this research is already funded by the NIH.  
http://www.camradvocacy.org/resources/POLL_5_2006.pdf 
