November 20, 2003

Dear Mr. President,

 

Thank you for your continued principled stand against all human cloning.  We would like to express our appreciation for your leadership in support of a total ban on human cloning at the United Nations.  All human life is precious and worthy of protection.  We are deeply troubled by the possibility of researchers creating cloned human embryos with the intent to exploit and ultimately destroy them, and by the likelihood that such research will lead to the cloning of human babies.  We share your fundamental respect for all human life.

Under the leadership of your Administration, pro-life and other forces in the UN were able to rally many countries to support a total ban on human cloning. We applaud you for uniting other nations behind the Costa Rican proposal to ban all human cloning, including the creation of cloned human life for research purposes.   It is our understanding that, due to your efforts, over sixty countries co-sponsored the total ban proposal, and forty more countries voiced their intentions to vote in favor of the proposal. Unfortunately, those who support human cloning sought to postpone the vote, and the vote was deferred until 2005.  Nevertheless, your efforts are greatly appreciated.  We are proud that you stood firm against sanctioning any kind of human cloning.  We hope that your Administration will continue its leadership role internationally on this issue, and will work during the next two years to gain the support of even more countries for a universal ban. 
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