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Hoekstra Posts European Travel Journal on Web Site
Journal offers insight into mutual concerns and objectives of America and its allies

 
WASHINGTON, D.C. - U.S. Rep. Pete Hoekstra has posted a travel journal of his congressional delegation trip to Europe with Speaker of the House J. Dennis Hastert on his Web site at http://www.house.gov/hoekstra/HastertTravelJournal.pdf
.
 
Over the course of a week, the delegation visited with parliamentarians, U.S. embassy staff, business groups and local government officials in England, Denmark, the Netherlands and Spain. They discussed ongoing joint military and reconstruction efforts in Iraq and maintaining a united front against the broader global war on terror. They also discussed common obstacles to convincing a skeptical public of the reasons why leadership among these nations chose to engage these threats.
 
"When sharing mutual interests with our transatlantic allies on issues such as rooting out terror and confronting rogue regimes, we need to maintain strong personal relationships and communicate often to understand one another's views," said Hoekstra, R-Holland. "By meeting with our friends abroad, we were also able to spend time experiencing their cultures and learning about their histories, which can shed tremendous light into how they arrive at decisions, especially in countries with a history of dealing with terrorist threats."
 
The journal also covers differences and similarities between the United States and our allies on education, economic development and health care reform. Hoekstra details repeated run-ins with representatives of the pharmaceutical industry for his support of re-importing prescription drugs from Canada and Europe.
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