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§215.0 About this part.

(a) Purpose. This part contains OMB
guidance to Federal agencies on the ad-
ministration of grants to and agree-
ments with institutions of higher edu-
cation, hospitals, and other non-profit
organizations. The guidance sets forth
standards for obtaining consistency
and uniformity in the agencies’ admin-
istration of those grants and agree-
ments.

(b) Applicability. (1) Except as pro-
vided herein, the standards set forth in
this part are applicable to all Federal
agencies. If any statute specifically



§215.1

prescribes policies or specific require-
ments that differ from the standards
provided in this part, the provisions of
the statute shall govern.

(2) The provisions of subparts A
through D of this part shall be applied
by Federal agencies to recipients. Re-
cipients shall apply the provisions of
those subparts to subrecipients per-
forming substantive work under grants
and agreements that are passed
through or awarded by the primary re-
cipient, if such subrecipients are orga-
nizations described in paragraph (a) of
this section.

(3) This part does not apply to grants,
contracts, or other agreements be-
tween the Federal Government and
units of State or local governments
covered by OMB Circular A-102,
“Grants and Cooperative Agreements
with State and Local Governments’ !
and the Federal agencies’ grants man-
agement common rule (see §215.5)
which standardize the administrative
requirements Federal agencies impose
on State and local grantees. In addi-
tion, subawards and contracts to State
or local governments are not covered
by this part. However, this part applies
to subawards made by State and local
governments to organizations covered
by this part.

(4) Federal agencies may apply the
provisions of subparts A through D of
this part to commercial organizations,
foreign governments, organizations
under the jurisdiction of foreign gov-
ernments, and international organiza-
tions.

(c) OMB responsibilities. OMB is re-
sponsible for:

(1) Issuing and maintaining the guid-
ance in this part.

(2) Interpreting the policy require-
ments in this part and providing assist-
ance to ensure effective and efficient
implementation.

(3) Reviewing Federal agency regula-
tions implementing the guidance in
this part, as required by Executive
Order 12866.

(4) Granting any deviations to Fed-
eral agencies from the guidance in this
part, as provided in §215.4. Exceptions
will only be made in particular cases

1See 5 CFR 1310.9 for availability of OMB
circulars.
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where adequate justification is pre-
sented.

(5) Conducting broad oversight of
government-wide compliance with the
guidance in this part.

(d) Federal agency responsibilities. The
head of each Federal agency that
awards and administers grants and
agreements subject to the guidance in
this part is responsible for:

(1) Implementing the guidance in
subparts A through D of this part by
adopting the language in those sub-
parts unless different provisions are re-
quired by Federal statute or are ap-
proved by OMB.

(2) Ensuring that the agency’s com-
ponents and subcomponents comply
with the agency’s implementation of
the guidance in subparts A through D
of this part.

(3) Requesting approval from OMB
for deviations from the guidance in
subparts A through D of this part in
situations where the guidance requires
that approval.

(4) Performing other functions speci-
fied in this part.

(e) Relationship to previous issuance.
The guidance in this part previously
was issued as OMB Circular A-110. Sub-
parts A through D of this part contain
the guidance that was in the attach-
ment to the OMB circular. Appendix A
to this part contains the guidance that
was in the appendix to the attachment.

(f) Information Contact. Further infor-
mation concerning this part may be ob-
tained by contacting the Office of Fed-
eral Financial Management, Office of
Management and Budget, Washington,
DC 20503, telephone (202) 395-3993.

(g) Termination Review Date. This part
will have a policy review three years
from the date of issuance.

Subpart A—General

§215.1 Purpose.

This part establishes uniform admin-
istrative requirements for Federal
grants and agreements awarded to in-
stitutions of higher education, hos-
pitals, and other non-profit organiza-
tions. Federal awarding agencies shall
not impose additional or inconsistent
requirements, except as provided in
§215.4, and §215.14 or unless specifically



